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Washington.—The many difficult 
ud complex problems that moat be 
Mired before present waste and l&ss In 
getting food from the producer to the 
consumer can be avoided were dis­
cussed In detail recently by represent* 
atlrea of the department of agricul­
ture. 

David F. Houston, secretary of ag­
riculture, opened the discussion by 
pointing out that it Is difficult to de­
cide whether the problems of produc­
tion or of distribution are the more 
difficult, although In his opinion those 
of distribution are at the present time 
the most urgent In many communi­
ties. further production, he stated, is 
discouraged by reason of the fact that 
the products can not easily be mar­
keted or because they are marketed 
at a loss. Farmers send commodities 
(qr consignment to certain central 
markets and instead of securing a 
profit on the shipment find they are 
compelled to send checks to cover the 
expense. In many cases. Secretary 
Houaton stated, products are sent out 
rather blindly to great distributing 
centers and then not infrequently are 
sent back oyer the same route, to mar­
kets which need thejh. One of the 
great problems, he stated, was to as­
sist groups of producers to find the 
best near-by local markets. This 
among other things would greatly re­
lieve transportation agencies which 
undoubtedly are now unnecessarily 
taxed by haphazard and chaotic meth­
ods of marketing. 

Continuing, Secretary Houston said: 
"There is so much interest—so much 

excitement—that It will be very easy 
to do things hastily and to go in a 
wrong direction. Wrong steps will be 
fatal. They will create lack of con­
fidence and hamper us In attempting 
to solve our problems. 

"Unquestionably, we are confronted 
with great difficulties, but we must 
overcome them. The farmers must be 
induced in particular communities to 
develop staple products, to standard­
ise them, to prepare them properly for 
market, to study what market to reach 
at a given time, and the best and most 
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David F. Houston. 

economical method of shipping the 
product. Nothing less than concerted 
action will suffice. The individual 
farmer can not solve the problem. He 
mh not sufficiently control the prob­
lem of production or of machinery for 
marketing or the transportation fa­
cilities. 

"Of course, I am not speaking of 
concerted action which shall have for 
its object the establishment of a 
closed market or the fixing of prices. 
I imagine we Bhall not accept such a 
principle in agriculture any more than 
we would in manufacturing. It is as 
unnecessary as it would be undesir­
able. I am simply suggesting the In­
troduction of business principles into 
farming for pure economic efficiency. 
The results of this will be beneficial to 
the producer as well as to the con­
sumer. 

"We shall act as speedily as possi­
ble. We shall zealously undertake to, 
discover all the essential facts. At 
the earliest possible moment we shall 
disseminate what Information we have, 
and it-hen the proper time comes shall 
undertake to make an educational 
demonstration. In this work, as in 
other directions, we hope to co-operate 
with every useful public agency. We 
•re now preparing to undertake co­
operation in an experimental way with 
the postofflce department. We' shall 
work in as close harmony with the 
state colleges as. possible and to avail 
ourselves of all assistance from col 
ege departments of marketing and 
from state marketing bureauB." 

ALA8KA'S MINERAL RESOURCES 

- The geology and mineral resources 
•f a part of the Yukon-Tanana region, 
Alaska, including the gold placers of 
Bampart and Hot Springs, are. de­
scribed in a report jnst issued by-tfee 
United States Geological ^ Survey as 
Bulletin 635, by Henry M.Eakin. 

Placer gold was discovered in the 
Rampart district probably as early as 
lS(fa, and since 1896 systematic min-

' |ng has been carried on, the first 
claim worked being on Little Minook 

i creek. Later, as the area being pros-
1 pected Increased, placers were located 

•nd mines developed on the tributa­

ry Masonic Passwords. 
it What is the origin of the secret 
signs and passwords of the Freema­
sons? It lies far back in the days 
When the builders of houses were a 
traveling, fraternity. It would have 
occupied too mirch time to test the 
skill of the thousands of masons who 
flocked, say, from the north-of Eng­
land to build Westminster abbey. So 
tho device was hit upon,- when a 
young inason passed hls apprentice-
ebl», of endowing him with signs and 

rfes or Bake? creek, and still later 
)ok fculifVan creek and neighbor!*! 
streams tributary to Patterson creek. 

Prospecting on the tributaries oI 
the Yukon and Tanana west of the 
productive areas has revealed the 
presence of gold in a number of locali­
ties. Although moctt ground Is held 
on some of these streams, especially 
in the Gold Hill district, the presenc« 
of gold In Commercial quantities has 
not been demonstrated. In the Gold 
Hill district this may be due in great 
part to the facts that very little b* 
aides annual assessment work Is being 
done and that what Is done Is largely 
futile. . 

The" scene of gr«fcteet activity in 
mining the Rampart and Hot Springs 
districts has shifted to the south as 
successive discoveries have been 
made. The Rampart district yielded 
its greatest output in 1906 and 1907. 
The placers along the north margin 
of Baker Flats reached their maxi­
mum production about the same time, 
but have not fallen off so rapidly as 
the Rampart district. The Patterson 
creek focality has steadily Increased 
its production since the operations 
were begun, the season of 1911 record­
ing the largest output In Its history. 

The stream gravels have furnished 
the greater part of the gold output 
of the Rampart and Hot Springs dl» 
tricts. 

TROPICAL DISEASES. 

For eome years the war department 
has maintained In the Philippines a 
board composed of medical officers of 
the afmy for the study of tropical dis­
eases, and that board has been of fcl-
most inestimable value in developing 
information concerning, disease and 
sanitary methods applicable to trop­
ical conditions. In view of this fact 
it has been decided to establish a simi­
lar board In the Panama Canal zone. 

The Canal Zone board will have 
its head Major1 Percy M. Ashbtirn of 
the army medical corps, who formerly 
was a member of the Philippine board. 
Lately he has been in China for the 
purpose of investigating matters per­
taining to disease and sanitation In 
the vicinity of the stations occupied 
by American troops at Tientsin. Be­
cause of his experience in euch mat­
ters Major Ashburn is considered ad­
mirably fitted for the duty for which 
he has been ' selected in the Canal 
Zone. 

The Philippine island tropical dis­
ease board recently has been investi­
gating the subject of prevention of 
scurvy, for the purpose of finding a 
prophylactic. Experiments were con­
ducted with guinea pigs fed on exclu­
sive diet, including certain canned 
goods now issued and sold by the quar­
termaster corps. Another subject un­
der consideration is leprosy, on which 
a report has been made by Capt. Fer­
dinand Schmitter of the medical corps, 
who has been observing some 25 cases, 
clinically and microscopically. 

CORN GRADES PROMULGATED. 

The acting secretary of agriculture, 
under date of January 3, 1914, fixed 
and promulgated grades for commer­
cial corn to -take effect on July 1,1914. 

The corn grades as promulgated are 
practically the same as the tentative 
grades formulated Auguet 22, 1913. 
The principal exception is that in dam­
aged corn, grade 4 is allowed to in­
clude one-half per cent, grade 5 one 
per cent., and grade 6 three per cent, 
of heat-damaged or mahogany corn. 
This allowance for heat-damaged or 
mahoginy corn is in response to the 
resolution adopted by the Grain Deal­
ers' National association and the Na-
ional Council of Farmers' Co-opera-
ive associations, asking for allow­

ances in this particular. The associa­
tions, however, asked for an allow­
ance of one per cent.yfor grade 4 and 
two per cent for grade 5, and the new 
grades permit only one-half of this 
amount in those two grades. The full 
allowance requested by these associa­
tions of three per cent", of heat-dam­
aged or mahogany corn In grade 6 is 
allowed. The request of the Grain 
Dealers' association that the grades be 
not put into effect until July 1, 1914, 
was granted. 
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ALASKA MINERALS. 

The value of the mineral output of 
Alaska in 1913 is estimated at $18,900,-
000 by Alfred H. Brooks of the United 
States geological survey, as compared 
with $22,$37,831 for 1912. The value 
of the gold output is estimated at $15,-
450,000; that of 1912 was $17,145,951. 
There was also very marked decrease 
in copper production, that of 1913 be­
ing estimated to have been 19,700,000 
pounds, valued at about $3,014,000. 
while that of 1912 was 29,230,491 
pounds, valued at $4,823,031. As the 
Alaska silver Output is largely a by­
product of gold and copper mining, 
this also showed a decrease in value 
from $316,839 in 1912 to about $220,000 
iiN 1913. Other minerals, including 
marble, gypsum, tin, etc., are estimat­
ed to have been produced to the value 
of about $220,000 In 1913, or about the 
same as the value of the production of 
1912. 

The territory has produced mineral 
wealth to the value of $248,300,000. Of 
this $228,200,000 is gold, $16,580,000 
copper, $2,060,000 silver, $360,000 coal, 
and the balance tin, lead, marble, gyp­
sum, petroleum, etc. Copper mining 
began In Alaska ln„1901, and the total 
production is about 110,000,000 pounds. 

Approaching a Holiday. 
"I suppose you are going to have a 

quiet, restful holiday?" 
"No," replied the man who tries to 

permit himself no Illusions. "What I 
appreciate about a holiday is the way 
it makes me appreciate the quiet, rest­
ful time I ordinarily have working at 
the office." 

disclose to any stranger. The mas­
ter mason thus had an easy task 
when he came to select bis men for 
any Job. 

THIS WOMAN WAS ONCE GOVERNOR OF OREGON 

Schoolroom Test.; / . 
"William," said a teacher in a phy­

siology class, "can you give a simple 
example of the human body as 
it adapts itself td changed condi­
tions?" 

"Yes»sum," answered William, "my 
mother sained 55 poynds last year, 

hsr skin never 

She wh governor of OregoiL In ev­
ery woman's organisation there is a 

"Madam Presi­
dent," "Maftam 
Chairman" or oth­
er simitar title to 
signify that one 
of the opposite 
sex Is holding an 
offioe once held 
sacred to mascu­
line occupancy. 
But "Madam Gov­
ernor" strikes the 
ear with all the 
Iconoclastic signi­
ficance of modern 
times; and to 
hear it applied to 
the chig. execu­
tive of a state is 
to mark an entire 
ly new era In the 

march of progress. 
And the pioneer "Madam Governor" 

Is Mrs. Carolyn B. Shelton of Union 
oounty, Oregon, who now applies tbe 
qualities which once served her in 
good stead as the governor of her na­
tive state to performing the duties of 
private secretary to Senator Georgs 
E. Chamberlain. 

To enter ff man's business world, 
untried and without any previous 
training, at an age when a youth 
would not have yet reached his major­
ity, and to have accomplished all she 
has, would be ^n achievement of 
which any man of middle'age might 
be proud.v" * 

Mrs.-Shelton began while yet a girl 
and „ has forged steadily ahead, until 
today, In her capacity of private secre­
tary to a United States senator, she 
alao performs the duties of clerk to 
the senate committee, on military af­
fairs, which committee is one of the 

most H^^uncts to that tag-

Three foreiv carried Mrs. Shelton 
through her career. Perhaps her 
natural ability had the most to do 
with it Then, Senator Chamberlain 
realized that women were capable as 
office holders, long before equal suff­
rage was granted In his state, and 
made her part of his official family. 
Lastly, a part of her unusijal career 
was caused by a peculiar law on tho 
Oregon statutes. 

At the time Mrs. Shelton was acting 
governor of the state the office of lieu­
tenant governor did not exist. The 
taw read that In tbe event of the chief 
executive's death the secretary of 
state should become governor, and It 
was the custom that In the absenoe 
of the governor his private secretary 
should, beoome acting , head of the 
stat*;* Oregon, of course, had had 
other governors than George E. Cham­
berlain. And during the absence of 
these men private secretaries had oft­
en become the acting heads of the 
state. The whole thing, therefore, 
hinged upon the fact that never be­
fore had a governor had a woman as 
.fels ,private ^secretary. Consequently, 
several years' before Oregon took its 
place among the equal suffrage states 
there had been a "Madam Governor'1' 
at lts bead. 
. And once Mrs. Shelton, for a period 
of a week, was actually the governor, 
although she was still called "acting 
governor." That was when Governor 
Chamberlain, elected to the senate, 
took the train for Washington Febru­
ary 27, 1909. without having rellnr 

qulfehed his office, to bit sworn In as a 
'senator the following Much 4. In 
that lntertitt there was no one above 
Mra. Shelton and for those days, she 
was, in fact, governor of the state of 
Oregon. r 

COUNT TISZA, HUNGARY'S FIGHTING PREMIER 
No premier in the world's history 

has had such a ruthless opposition to 
face in parlia­
ment as Count 
Tisza of Hungary, 
who is again 
fighting his ene­
mies with his 
back to the politi­
cal wall. For tur­
bulence, violence, 
fights and disor­
derly tactics to 
obstruct the gov­
ernment the Hun­
garian parliament 
holds the blue 
ribbon of the 
world's parlia­
ments and Count 
S t e p h a n  T i s z a  
himself is the 
"fighting premier" 

of Europe. 
He holds his job solely by his abil­

ity to "fight"—not only to fight with 
all the political skill for which the 
premier is famous, but also with 
iword and pistol. The Emperor Frau­
ds Joseph of Austria, who is also king 
of Hungary, selected Count Tisza for 

Hungarian premier because he could 
fight No man not a fighter could 
long hold Tisza's post. When all other 
measures of obstruction failed to 
cause his "fair a fanatical follower 
of one of the opposition parties tried 
to shoot him in parliament aB an 
enemy of the country. The would-be 
assassin's bullet missed the premier, 
and Count Tisza did not even suspend 
the session because of the incident. 
That having failed, the premier was 
insulted and challenged to fight a 
duel. With heavy cavalry sabres the 
premier and .his former friend. Mar­
quis Pallavlncl, fought it out. To his 
skill he owes the fact that he is still 
alive to be premier. 

Hungary, is the home of the duel. 
Count Tisza, the\ "fighting premier," 
is Hungary's champion duellist. He 
has fought more duels than any one 
man in the country, perhaps in Eur­
ope. He has never (once been seri­
ously wounded. No one has kept tab 
on the number of duels he has fought 
since he entered the turbulent politi­
cal arena. Even the premier himself 
sayB they have been so numerous th'at 
he has not attempted to keep track of 
them. i 

MRS. W00DR0W WILSON'S PERSONAL SCRIBE 
Miss Helen Woodrow Bones, who is 

iv first cousin of President Wilson as 
well as the per­
sonal secretary of 
Mrs. Wilson, was 
much amused by 
some of the 
things printed 
about her imme­
diately after she 
became a mem­
ber of the house­
hold at the White 
House. 

"Many of the 
papers spoke of 
my social experi­
ence," Miss Bones 
said laughingly, 
"described me as 
having spent my 
life extending and 
receiving 'genuine 

southern hospitality.' The truth of 
the matter is I have been so. busy 
earning my living ever since I left 
school that I've had no time to be en­
tertained, and neither the time nor 
the money to entertain others. 

"I, was born and brought up at 
Rome, Ga. Besides being related to 
the president my family and Mrs. Wil-
Bon's family have been close friends 
since long before I was born. When 
[ reached the boarding school age I 
was Bent to Princeton because my 
parents wished me to be near my 

cousin and his family. Most of my 
holidays were spent with tliem, and 
I was back and forth at my cousin's 
Princeton home to such an extent that 
I felt almost if not quite a member 
of the household. 

"After finishing school I took a po-
, sition on a magazine In Chicago. 
When that magazine went out of ex­
istence 1 got another, office position. 
This I held until after my cousin's 
election to the presidency. Then 
Mrs. Wil&dn invited me to come and 
live with thdm at the White Hbuso 
and act as her personal secretary. 

"Of course you. know I am not her 
official private secretary. That very 
important position is filled by Miss 
Hagner, who, as everybody in the 
country knows, acted in the same ca­
pacity for Mrs/ Roosevelt. Though 
Miss' Hagner'ss tiine is fully occupied 
there arq a great many letters which 
Mrs. Wilson turns over to me. These 
letters are of i more personal na­
ture, most of them from Mrs. Wilson's 
personal friends. Many are from rela­
tives, for you know both the presi­
dent and Mrs. Wilson have a rathor 
large family connection. 

"Though Mrs. Wilson would much 
prefer to attend to sucir letters her­
self, answer ever^ one of them with 
her own hand, the demands on her 
time make it. physically impossible. 
Because of this she turns them ovei 
to me as her personal secretary." 

WHAT JUSTICE LURT0N HEARD ON THE CAR 
Justice Horace Lurton of the United 

States supreme court recently learned 
that his opinions 
may be quoted 
by others than 
members of the 
bench and bar. 

Returning home 
In a crowded 
street car after a 
hard day's work, 
he observed an 
old and feeble 
lady enter and 
lodk vainly around 
for a seat. Im­
mediately beside 
where she at last 
anchored herself, 

ik. I3WHH an^ clung totter" 
I ing to one of the 

o  v e r h a n g i n g  
straps, a couple 

of lusty youths occupied comfortable 
teats. 

Tombstone in a Cage. 
Very unusual is the story connected 

"wljth an iron cage erected over the 
grave of- an Indian officer who was a 
keen big game hunter. He had the 
cage made so that by undoing the 
screws at the- end It could easily be 
taken to pieces, and he utilised it for 
two purposes. On his tiger shooting 
expeditions he had it covered with 
green boughs, when it effectively con­
cealed him from his quarry, while pt 
Bight It coveted him while, he slept 
(rhe tors, however, were not sufficient-

' ̂  wf * </ 

Leaning over, the judge quietly call­
ed their attention to the old lady's un­
happy situation. An ill-bred sneer, 
such as only an ill-bred city youth may 
achieve, was the only answer. 

Judge LurtonV chivalric Indignation 
was aroused. Beckoning the conduc­
tor he called bis attention to the aged 
woman swaying unsteadily in the aisle 
and demanded that he compel one of 
the youths to give her his seat." 

"Can't do it, sir." replied tbe con­
ductor. "I'd like to, but it's, against 
the law, and if I'd rout.out one -o* these 
young brutes he'd sue the company, 
and the verdict would be another fel-
low'd get my job. One of the judges 
o' the supreme court decided that 
question, and" 

But Judge Lurton had returned to 
his afternoon paper. He remembered 
what judge it was! 

The man who cap write verse is not 
always a versatile fellow. 

ly close to make him quite secure, 
and one night he was so badly mauled 
by a tiger that he died of blood pois­
oning.—London Strand. 

Bad Habit 
"Has your husband any bad habltsr 

said the inquiring relative. 
"Yes," replied young Mrs. Torkiha 

"Cards for- instance/' • ,: 
. "Does |w,.ptar: pokert^/.;i-te^M^ 

* "No. Thfttfa the worst or MI III 
habits. Hethtekrh* ptan pokeraad 
doasnt" 

WHEN FEATHERS ARE NEEDEO 

Oood Method of Preparing Them te 
Make the Moet Comfortable 

of Mattresses. - : 

Prepi&e a mixture of quicklime and 
water, one pound of quicklime to each 
gallon of water. Tbe quantity of 
liquid needed will depend od tbe 
amount of feathers. Stir the quick­
lime In the water for fifteen minutes, 
and let stand till the lime falls to the 
bottom in a powder. Pour off the 
clear liquid. Put the feathera In a tub 
aad pour tbe-liquid, over them, stirring 
them well together for some time to 
get the liquid thoroughly through 
them. After stirring, let the feathers 
fall to the bottom of tbe tub, when 
there should be'at least three Inches 
of the Ume water over them. Let 
them stand In this water for three or 
four days, stirring them up once daily, 
then drain them well in a sieve, or a 
piece of coarse canvas stretched on 
supports. After this, wash and rinse 
them In clean water, drain them 
again, and once more spread them 
out to dry in any way that will allow 
of plenty of sun, air and tight getting' 
to, and through them. A warm, dry 
room should be chosen for the process. 
As soon as the feathers are perfectly 
dry. the mass must be well beaten 
and switched to free it from the white 
dust, that will be found adhering to 
them. Some persons prefer when 
washing feathers to enclose them 
loosely in large bags of light materia), 
such its mosquito netting or cheese 
oloth. as this makes them somewhat 
easier to handle. 

WISE WORDS FOR THE COOK 

Worth Reading, Though Moat of the 
Older Housewives Will Be Fa­

miliar With Them. 

White flour, browned In oven, 
should be kept on hand for thicken­
ing gravieB. It insures rich, dark 
color. 

Keep white potatoes in cool place, 
not frosty. Sprouts appear three 
times, never more. Break off all 
sprouts. 

Sweet potatoes keep best in warm 
place, not cold. (Arguments?) 

Fat obtained from pork, poultry, 
beef equals best lard for baking pur­
poses. 

Lamb fry should really Include the 
sweetbread, but more often does not. 

Raising a lobster's "purse" (fringe 
by mouth) to find it spring back 
firmly is sign the lobster is fresh: 
purse moving flabbily, not so good an 
omen. 

Four pounds of fish makes chowder 
for seven people; cost twenty cents 
if purchased at wholesale or sixty-four 
cents retail price. 

Sweet marjoram, best of all herbs 
for seasoning, should be dried not too 
closely to heat, sifted finely, corked 
in airtight bottle. 

Besi soup meat is "shin" (leg fore). 
Tell retailers nineteen to twenty 
cents pound is unfair against seven 
to nine cents wholesale price. 

Rennet Pudding. 
f To one quart of sweet milk warmed 

a little add one and a half tablespoon-4 

fuls of rennet, stir a few moments 
carefully and let stand in a cold 
place undisturbed for three hours. 
Serve in the same dish and eat with 
a little sugar and wine over it, or 
sweetened cream flavored with va­
nilla. Rennet can be bought in any 
first class grocery. 

The best way to flavor with va­
nilla is to buy two of the best Mexi­
can vanilla beans and put them in a 
quart jar filled with granulated sugar 
and keep tightly closed. Use the 
sugar instead of the extract of vanilla 
in making desserts that you wish to 
season and a delicate vanilla flavor 
is obtained. The jar can be refilled 
with sugar a number of times from 
the same beans. 

East Indian Sauce. 
Chop fine a half-handful of green 

mint. Put into a bowl, add a little 
lemon juice and rub into a paste. Chop 
fine one large green pepper. Put into 
another bowl, add a little lemon juice 
and rub to a paste. Empty the bowl 
of mint into the bowl of green pep­
per. Put into another bowl, add salt-
spoonful of salt, a teaspoonful of fine 
white sugar and more lemon juice un­
til a thick green liquid is produced. 
Stir this constantly, then pour into a 
shallow dish and serve. This sauce 
must be served as green pepper, mix 
thoroughly, adding a piquancy will be 
lost. It is an excellent sauce for cold 
meats, fowl or game. 

LOST TO 
Sea Fight in Which Lone English 

Frigate Wat Victor. 

Nut Cakes-
Beat to a cream one cupful of sugar, 

two tablespoonfuls of butter, half ta­
blespoon , of ' grated nutmeg, two of 
grated chocolate, two well-beaten 
eggs, one cup of sweet milk, a pinch 
of salt, three-quarters of a cup of 
chopped walnut meat, two teaspoon-
fuls of baking powder and enough 
sifted flour to form a soft dough; roll 
out with a ring and fry a golden 
brown in deep, hot lard. Drain on 
brown paper, and when cool roll in 
powdered sugar. 

Frozen Apricots. 
One can of apricots, two cups of 

granulated sugar, one pint of cream. 
•Cut up apricots, add sugar and one 
quart of water. Let stand an hour. 
Mix well to thoroughly dissolve the 
sugar. Half freeze and add whipped 
cream. Pack and let stand one hour 
and a half, or until firm. Strawber­
ries, pineapples, cherries and peaches 
may be treated the same way. > 

Orange Pie. 
Yolks of three eggs, three-fourths 

Cup of sugar, two tablespoons butter, 
juice and grated rind of half a lemon, 
half an orange and a little nutmeg. 
Beat butter and sugar together, add 
yolks of eggs,:then orange and lemon. 
Bake with'one crust. When done beat 
the whites with a .little powdered su­
gar and brown on top of pie. 

Egg and Pepper Salad. 
Take fresh hard boiled eggs, cut 

into small sliceB right through the 
white and yolk. Cut: a sweet green, 
pepper into tiny shreds, mix lightly 
with a pinch of salt and pour a few 
spoonfuls of, thick boiled dressing 
over. Pack in little glass jar with 
•crew toj> cover or In a waxed paper 

Mediator Vanquished the Alexander 
and Pursued and Captured One of 

the Escaping Ships of the 
; American-French Squadron. 

8o many battles were fought at sea 
during the revolutionary war that 
some of them have been lost to his­
tory. Also a majority of the ships 
engaged were prlvateersmen and 
ships carrying letters of marque, 
whose captains did not report to any 
government, or at least only to state 
governments, consequently many bat­
tles, are unknown now because rec­
ords have gone astray in the succeed­
ing years. 

Just recently Edgar Stanton Maclay, 
a persistent historian, has unearthed 
accounts of some forgotten sea flights 
of the revolution, the most interesting 
of which IB the defeat of a French-
American squadron off the coast of 
Spain by a lone English frigate, De­
cember >12, 1782, the Kansas City 
Times remarks. 

The English frigate Mediator, car­
rying forty-four guns and 266 men, 
Blghted a fleet of five sail in the Bay 
of Biscay,about 7 o'clock the morning 
Of December 12, 1782. Capt James 
Luttrell, commanding, immediately 
brought his ship , up to ward them on 
his, lee. He, no . doubt, expected to 

{Bp4 four French or Spanish .merchant­
men convoyed by. a war ^vessel of 
about his own strength, 

As soon as the fleet sighted tbe Me­
diator it formed in line of battle and 
prepared to' attack. 'As>near as can 
be determined from records the ships 
of the allied squadron were the Alex­
ander, 24 guns, 102 men; Capt. Greg­
ory and the Amiable Eunice,. 6 guns 
and 24 men, both flying the American 
flag; and the Eugene, 36, guns, 133 
men, Capt. Le Baudin; Daupin Royal, 
28 guns, 120 men, and Menagerie, 
Capt. de Toligne, all under the French 
flag. The Menagerie had been armed 
with 34 guns and carried a crew of 
212 men, but at this date it had been 
made over into a transport and its 
fighting value considerably reduced. 
It is safe to estimate, however, that 
the allies more than doubled the Me­
diator in shot weight and number of 
men. 

Capt. Luttrell soon recognized this 
and also saw that he could not hope 
to escape fighting. Undaunted, he 
prepared to entertain the rapidly ap­
proaching squadron. He. attacked in­
stead of waiting for the live ships to 
assail him. He made for the cen­
ter of the allied line. All five ships 
Taked him, but the shots went high 
and did small damage. The, Mediator 
singled out the Alexander and closed 
in close battle with it. Capt. Gregory 
signaled his fellow captains to come 
to his support. But, as the French 
did in several , other engagements, the 
Eugene, Daupin Royal, one a frigate 
and the other a corvette, and the Me­
nagerie put on sail and deserted. The 
feeble Amiable Eunice followed suit. 

Capt. Gregory was not an officer of 
the regular navy, but a privateersman 
apjned only as a commerce .destroyer. 
But he put up a gallant fight. For 
four hours he jockeyed for position 
with the Mediator and prolonged the 
f-ht. At last he was forced to strike. 
It was afternoon before Capt. Luttrell 
could place a prize crew aboard and 
sail in pursuit of the other ships. 

He started after the Menagerie, 
which was trying to reach the port of 
Ferrol. By 5 o'clock he came within 
long gun Bhot of the Frenchman. A 
running fight began, which ended 10 
o'clock that night, when the Menag­
erie struck. Capt. Luttrell sent more 
Of his men away as prize crew and 
Ifaid by until morning to continue the 
chas^ 

The Amiable Eunice and Daupin 
Royal were sighted at sunrise. The 
Mediator started for them, but soon 
gave up the chase. Capt. Luttrell had 
only 190 of his crew on board after 
sending away two prize crews. He 
had 360 prisoners In his hold. 

Now occurred an attempt to cap­
ture the Mediator by the prisoners, 
which places Capt. Gregory as the 
only man worthy of comritendation in 
the allied fleet. Within two days af­
ter the battle he had communicated 
with all the prisoners, American and 
French, and appointed a time for an 
uprising. 

The prisoners outnumbered the 
crew two to one. Capt. Gregory in 
some manner had procured a pistol 
and sOme powder. The plot was for 
him to steal upon deck after dark, 
load and fire a cannon, which would 
be a signal for the men below to 
swarm out and attack their captors. 
Capt. Gregory removed the hatch 
gratings so the men could reach the 
deck quickly. f 

The heroic ^commander played his 
part, the most dangerous, with pre­
cision. The crew of the Mediator 
was Btartled to hear a gun report Just 
after the lookout's report of quiet. 
For two or three minutes everything 
was confused. Capt. Gregory rushed 
to a hatchway to lead his men to the 
cutlass racks and gun chests. But no 
men came. Down, below the 350 odd 
prisoners, French and American, were 
quarreling as to which nationality 
should command after the ship was 
taken. In the meantime Capt. Lut­
trell was aroused and brought his men 
to order. Capt. Gregory was seized 
and the hatches covered with make­
shift tops of long spikes. The revolt 
was stopped effectually and the Medi­
ator reached England safely with its 
cargo of prisoners and two prizes. 

Animal? When Injured Assist Na< 
> ture in Cure. 

When Taken With Illness Thsy Havs 
a Faculty of Qoctoriivi Th«msalv«p, 

Just as Man Did in Early 
Days of Race. 

Few persons realise how many ani. 
mals are constantly getting hurt and 
also getting sick. The wild 
seldoht get sick from what they eat, 
but the domestic animals frequently 
do, because they are not fed properly^ 
Wild animals get injured from flghj 
ing with other animals of their kind 
or In lights with their animal ene. 
mlea 

But in both cases these animals 
have a faculty of doctoring themselves 
that te remarkable. Instinctively do 
the animals choose such food as is 
best suited to them. Many scientists 
have claimed the human race ones 
did this and that if cast into a wil­
derness would again seek out a diet 
that would be exactly what they 
needed.. 

To bathe is by no niealiB alone hu­
man, for animals and birds do this, 
probably, many varieties at least, with 
greater regularity than bumans. Ani­
mals also rid themselves of parasites, 
stich as troublesome InseetB, by means 
of dust, mud, clay, and such things. 

Animals suffering from fever re­
strict their diet, keep quiet, seek dark­
ness and airy places, drjnk mack 
water, and sometimes ,plun<Q into, it 
from, time to time. When a dog has 
lost ite appetite it eats that specie* 
of grass known as "dog's grass." Cats 
also eat grasB, catnip, etc., when Blek. 
Sheep and cows in the same circum­
stances seek out certain herbs. An 
animal suffering from chronic rheu­
matism invariably keeps as much as 
possible in the sun. The warrior ants 
maintain regularly organized ambu­
lances. 

Latrielle cut the antennae of an ant 
Other ants covered tbe wounded part 
with, a transparent fluid• from their 
mouths. If a chimpanzee is wounded 
it stops the flow of blood by placing 
its hand on the wound or dressing it 
with leaves and graBs. 

A terrier had an injured eye. It 
remained lying under a counter, avoid­
ing heat and light, although it had 
been its habit to keep close to the 
fire. It adopted a general treatment-
rest and abstinence from food. The 
local treatment consisted in licking 
the upper surface of ita paw, which 
It then applied to the wounded eye, 
again licking the paw when it became 
dry. 

Cats, also, when hi:rt, treat them­
selves by this simple method. Deiau-
nay cites the case of a cat that re­
mained for some time lying on the 
bank of a river; also, that of a cat 
which had the singular fortitude to 
remain for 48 hours under a jet of 
cold water. 

The methods adopted by most of 
the wild animals for doctoring them­
selves are unknown to man, as when 
such animals are in captivity they 
are cared for by velerlnarjes. But 
there is no doubt that almost every 
animal has the ability to doctor itself 
skillfully. 

Poverty in Home. 
Poverty in Rome is described as 

more squalid than that of any city in 
continental Europe. "On the Testac-
cio, formerly a rubbish heap the Porto 
San Paolo, families of ten, fifteen and 
even twenty-two persons have been 
reported to be living in one small 
room with a single window overlook­
ing a courtyard and no sanitary ac­
commodation," says London Every­
man. This was four years ago. Dur­
ing the administration of the Jewish 
mayor, Nathan, the city of St. Peter 
has, it Is said, greatly Improved. Liv­
ing conditions are better. It was for­
merly notoriously unhealthy, but has 
become one of the healthiest cities of 
Europe. 

Rome lives on the foreign visitor, 
however, and the reasonable objection, 
made to Mayor Nathan was that ia 
modernizing Rome nothing would be 
left to attract foreign visitors who 
flock there by thousands. 

A Cynical Reflection. 
"You don't seem to care for the nu­

merous compliments extended to this 
work of yours," said the admiring 
friend. "No," replied the artist; "in 
order to secure a first-class advertise­
ment,, a picture has to to? roasted." 

The Price of Eggs. 
"Shall 1 dissolve another pearl in 

the chalice for your breakfast?" asked 
Charmloni ' : . 

"No;" replied Cleopatra. ^'Pearls are 
too inexpensive and commonplace. 
Boll me an'-eg*." 

•SSM:,. „ , , • $ 

Turned the Tables. 
She turned the tables on Taylor 

Gronlinger, attorney, the other day 
in the court of E. L. Dietz, justice or 
the peace. Mr. Gronlnger was ques­
tioning the witness in an effort to find 
out whether she had discussed the 
case with any one except her attor-
ney. * 

"Who did you g6 up to *>ur attor­
ney with?" he asked. 

"With my husband." 
"And you are sure you did not ieu 

him anything about this case? 
"And sure, sure, I didn't. And su 

I am not for tellin' my husband every 
thing. Yez don't tell your wife every 
tnfhg yez knows, does yer? Ind 

apOlis News. 

Bismarck Saw the Point. 
At one of his "beer evenings ™ 

marck asked a group of AlBatian dep^ 
ties how they liked Gern"^; -w0 
h i g h n e s s . "  r e p l i e d  o n e  o f  t h e ® ' n >  
have made It a marriage ofjeaso 
and sometimes that is the beBt * 
„t wedlock." "Tes." ® 
chancellor with a lauE 

(e often 
mutual respect between a coup 
come from their 1^8 ^ When the 
us drink to that. Frosu. he 

chancellor was made a P1"1"1 
lift. 

day the first imperial Germ^ p 
on 

ment met-the old kaiser insisted ^ 
his quartering Alsace-Lo 
coat of arms. • 

Literal Disaster. 
-What do you think the cannibal 

chief remarked when he c , 
tbe broiled missionary. 

"What did » remarfe- tug wronl 
" 'Another good man gon 

way!"' - J I 

Our English. . 
-Some things certainly 

queer to a forelsruer; 
-Such as what, ^ "father tb.« 
"I heard one man ieu w ^ 

. «c™»rc:.hor-
crooked, etralght through. 


