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ALONG NEW LINES

Plans Being Perfected for Lum-
ber Industry Investigation.

Government Seeking to Realize Condl-
tions Which Will Safeguard the
Public Against Wasteful Meth-
ods of Exploitation.

Washington.—The plans now being
perfected for the forest service part
of the inquiry to be made jointly by
the departments of commerce and ag-
riculture into timber and lumber-trade
conditions In the United States pro-
vide for covering entirely new ground.

Lumbermen are now admittedly con-
ducting their operations with a large
percentage of waste, said to be largely
due to market conditions which make
close utilization unprofitable. There
is no general agreement as to the act-
ual causes of existing conditions and
the responsibility for present undoubt-
ed evils. With rapidly diminishing
supplies of timber to draw upon,
wasteful lumbering has come to be
recognized as a matter of serious pub-
lic concern, and an inquiry to discover
the causes and seek for possible reme-
dies is regarded by forest service offl-
cials as an urgent need. It is believed
that the lumber industry itself recog-
nizes the need and will welcome an In-
quiry conducted along conservative
lines.

Private capital invested in timber
lands, mills, logging gailroads and oth-
er forms of equipment reach an enor-
mous aggregafe, and the timber indus-
try, which employs 739,000 persons
and has an annual output valued at
$1,166,666,666, is the third largest in
the country. In seeking to realize con-
ditions which will safeguard the publie
against wasteful methods of timber ex-
ploitation, possible timber monopoly,
and other objectionable practices
while insuring healthy conditions and
falr treatment for the lumber trade,
an understanding of the basic facts is
indispensable. These facts, however,
have never been ascertained in their
entirety. It is the purpose of the for-
est service to obtain and interpret
them impartially, in co-operation with
the other bureaus assigned to the
study.

Lumbermen complain that the carry-
ing charges created by interest on
long-term investments, taxes and cost
of fire protection where such protec-
tion is given, compel them to operate
even where lumber prices will not re-
pay them the costs involved. The ne-
cessity of operating under these condi-
tions is advanced as the prinigpal
cause of waste since the market is
most easily glutted with lumber of
the poorer grades, which must then be
left unmanufactured. On the other
hand, the public complains that the
cost of lumber is so high. Over-com-
petition may result in destruction of
timber resources with no commen-
surate advantage to the consumer but

' with the certainty of unnecessarily

high prices later. Yet restriction of?
competition on the part of lumbermen
with a view to greater profits for
themselves through higher prices is
Dboth contrary to law and highly ob-
jectionable from the standpoint of pub-
lic policy. Thus a highly complex sit-
uation exists. Any attempt to adjust
the present conflict of interests on a
basis fair both to the public and to
the lumber industry demands full
knowledge of all the facts.

Lines of inquiry provided for by the
plans of the forest service include the
present lumber output and demand,
the conditions known to the trade as
over-production, the effects upon pro-
duction and market prices of specula-
tion in timber and of carrying charges,
producing and distributing costs in-
cluding freight and the charges lev-
fed upon the product by wholesalers
and retailers, and the amount of waste
under present methods of exploitation.
Special attention will be given to
means of utilizing low grades of lum-
ber and by-products,

It is recognized that the national
forests are becoming an increasingly
important factor in the timber market
through the offerings of government
stumpage, and this aspect of the situ-
ation will recefve careful analysis.
The question of future supplies and
the need for the general practice of

* forestry to provide them is another im-

portant part of the fleld to be cov-
ered.

From the outset the data gathered
dy the bureau of domestic and foreign
commerce of the department of com-
merce will be correlated with those in
possession of the forest service and
the bureau of corporations, to the end
that a complete and exhaustive study
may be assured. Importations of tim-
ber products from foreign countries
and the possible extension of foreign
markets for our own timber are rec-
ognized as factors which must be thor-
oughly considered.

Lands just approved by the national
forest reservation commission for pur-

chase by the gov-
Uncle Sam’s

ernment inclide
H 13,675 acres in
Forest Holdings. Nofif Carottss of
which 11 tracts comprising 12,400
acres are situated in Buncombe, Yan-
cey and McDowell counties in the M¢t.
Mitchell purchase area. The remaln-
ing 1,166 acres are on the Chattooga
river watershed in Macon county in
the Savannah purchase area. o
These lands are to be acquired in
accordance with the general policy un-
der which national forests of good size
are 9013‘ buflt up in the eastern moun-

AT A

talns, both North and South, through
successive purchases. Tracts are
bought within certain designated
areas, of which North Carolina has
eight. The lands just approved by
the commission bring the acreage of
the Mt. Mitchell purchase area up to
66,000 acres and the acreage of that
part of the Savannah area lying in
North Carolina to 84,800 acres while
the total acreage in the state approved
for purchase amounts to 224,000 acres.

Most of the lands approved for pur-
chase are well timbered with valuable
woods such as poplar, oak and chest-
nut, the largest tract which contains
over 7,000 acres having a stand of saw-
timber and other valuable products of
more than 6,000 feet per acre.

The lands approved for acquirition
by the government for national forest
purposes in the East since the pur-
chase policy was inaugurated in 1910
are now 1,104,000 acres, having a pur-
chase price of $5,560,000, About $2.
000,000 of the original appropriation
remains available for further pur-
chases in the fiscal year 1915. The
lands favorably acted on to date in-
clude 133.000 acres in the White moun-
tains of New Hampshire, while 971,000
acres are in various parts of the South-
ern Appalachians from Virginia to
Georgia. Nearly 400000 acres were
approved for purchase during the past
year, at an average price of $4.96 per
acre. C

Statistics have been compiled by the
forest service which show for the first
2 time precisely how
Some Statistics the lumber pro-
About Lumber, duced i the gome:
is utilized.
About 45,000,000,000 feet of lumber
of all kinds ie the annual production
in the United States; of this nearly
25,000,000,000 feet, board measyre, are
further manufactured, the other por-
tion remaining for rough construction
lumber and for similar purpoges. This
fs exclusive of material which reaches
its final use in the form of fuel, rail-
road ties, posts, poles, pulpwood, coop-
erage, wood distillates and the“barks
and extracts demanded by the tanning
industry.

Nearly or quite 100 different woods
are used in this country under their
own names, while an unknown num-
ber find their way to shops and fac-
tories without being identified or sep-
arately listed, except under general
names. In quantity the softwoods, the
needle-leaf or coniferous trees, are
most important, but there is a greater
number of epecies among the hard-
woods, or broadleaf trees. Yellow pine
comes first with more than 8,000,000,
000 feet, followed by white pine with
3,000,000,000, and douglas fir with a
little more than 2,000,000,000. It
should be understood, however, that
the term “yellow pine” includes sev-
eral specles, the three most important
of which are longleaf, shortleaf and
loblolly. OQak, including all species,
has nearly 2,000,000,000 feet, and is the
most {mportant hardwood. Maple
comes next.

One of the most conspicuous features

of ghe historical exhibits {n the United

. States National

Famous Flags in museum is the

National Museun fias collection

which includes

some twenty examples of the Ameri-

can flag and shows its development in
the different historical periods.

While there are no early colonial
flags, such as were used by the several
colonies before the flag of the United
States was established by congress on
June 14, 1777, a fine example of the
first true United States ensign is
shown. Representative of the Stars-
and-Stripes type is a flag said to have
flown on the Bonhomme Richard, un-
der command of Admiral John Paul
Jones. This flag measures 105 by 6%
feet. On Decembej 13, 1784, it was
presented to Lieut. James Bayard
Stafford, U. S. N., by the marine com-
mittee of the coninental congrese as a
reward for meritorious services during
the Revolution. It came into the pos-
session of the Smithsonian institution
as a gift from Mrs. Harriet R. Perry
Stafford.

Another flag of the very highest his-
toric value is the original “Star-Span-
gled Banner” of Key's anthem, which
waved over Fort McHenry during the
bombardment of September 13-14, 1814,
and which was presented to the Smith-
sonian institution by Eben Appleton.
The Fort McHenry flag is of the type
having 16 stars and stripes, adopted
in 1784, upon the addition of the
states of Vermont ond Kentucky.

1t the question of who is the highest
official of the United States govern-

Highest 0 fficial ment were asked

almost anyone
In washinmon. ‘anywhere would
promptly answer
“the president” and expect tosgo to the
head of the class. But they wouldn't
be right, that is, not in one sense. The
highest government official in Wash-
ington is Charles Reitzel, the guard at
the top of the Washington monument.
His~place is 660 fect above the ground
and he has held this high positien for.
25 years. Reitzel is not a hard man to
gsee. One never has to interview his
secretary first. He attends to all his
business himself. About one hundred
and sixty thousand people call on him
every year from all parts of the world
and during his long service about four
million people have seen and talked
with him. 3
“Not once in all these years,” he
says, “has any eerious accideit oc-
curred up here, and the principal duty
of my high place is to see to it that
souvenir seekers do not mutilate the
walls,”

Caution,

“It should be an explorer’s privilege
to name anything he discovers.”

“Yes. But explorers should be
warned not give geographical spots
the kind of names they call one an-
other.” _

Hard Book to Publish.
“Lost both his fortune and his rea-
son in a publishing ventuye, you say?”
“Yes; tried to get out s\book called

N
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Ballot for Theater Box.

One of the privileges of members
of the British ‘royal household is to
have the use of the royal box at
Covent Garden when it {8 not required
by their majesties. There are always
several claimants for the privilege
and hitherto seniority in the house-
hold has determined the question of
who should use the box on a vacant
night. This season King George hie
adapted the plan of making the mem-
hers of the household ballot for the

THOMAS MORRIS IS THE OLDEST MAN ALIVE

Thomas Morris has lived through
the terrus of every president of the
United States, a
half dozen or more
kings, and most
of the big historic
events of the last
120 years, and is
vigorous today on
& Nebraska farm.
In a few months
he will be one
dred and twenty-
one years old, and
is believed to be
the oldest man in
the United States,
and in all prob-
ability the oldest
man in the world.

Thomas Morris
| lives at Wester
ville, Neb.,, Cus-
ter county, in honorable retirement
from his trade.

He is the only man, it is believed,
who has lived in three centuries. He
was three years old when Washing-
ton's term as president closed. This
connects him.with the administrations
of every president of the United
States.

Mr. Morris was one year old when
the famous trial of Warren Hastings
closed, and was eleven years old when
Nelson won Trafalgar. He lived in
the period of the Napoleon wars and
reached his majority six months be-
forq Waterloo was fought. He was
seven years old when Ireland and
England were united, and has seen
the reigns of (' -orge III, George IV,
Willlam IV, Victoria, Edward V!" and
the present king. He was thirty-eight
years old when the reform bill was
signed, and twenty-five years old when
James E. Watt died. He was sixty-
four years old when the first Atlantic

cable was lald, sixty-seven when Fort
Sumter surrendered, and more than
three score and ten when Lincoln was
assassinated.

Thomas Morrls was born 'January
16, 1794, at Bellew, Montgomeryshire,
Wales. His ancestors Were Welsh,
His father's name was Thomas Mor-
ris. He was a laborer, and died when
Thomas was three years oll. His
mother's name was Elizabeth Davis
Morris, and. she lived until 1863.
Thomas had no sisters, but one broth-
er named Charles, who died in 1861.

He never attended school and never
married. In his boyhood he was ap-
prenticed to a butcher and worked at
this trade eight or ten years. But on
account of a crippled foot he had to
change his work and was apprenticed
to a shoemaker. He has cobbled
shoes for persons of two continents.
Until comparatively recent years Mr.
Morris cobbled continuously, but a
few years ago did only occasional
shoemaking jobs.

About five years ago he gave up
work altogether. Up to six years ago,
he made almost daily walks of one
and a half miles to Clear creek in
Custer county, to fish. This sport was
his principal diversion from dally
toll. Mr. Morris still has the use of
his faculties. His eyesight is remark-
able. He never bought a pair of
glasses, but a few years ago & friend
loaned him a pair, which he uses for
close work only. He walks around
the yard unalded except by a cane.

He never had any serious {llness,
but “suffered a slight sunstroke on
one occasfon.

Mr. Morris has always smoked to-
bacco and used liquor in a moderate
degree. He takes tea or coffee at all
meals and upon retiring takes to his
bedroom a quart of tea or coffee

‘which he drinks during the night.

HEAD OF ANCIENT SCOTTISH HOUSE OF AGE

The young earl of Airlle, who has
just come of age, is the head of the
house of Ogilvy,
one of the oldest
of Scottish fam-
ilies, whose his-
tory is tlosely In-
terwoven with
that of its kings,
and whose annals
are amongst the
most romantic in
the times of the
Stuarts. The
house was found-
.ed early in the
eleventh century
by the brother of
the earl of Angus,
and, ever since
then, no more loy-
al subjects of the
reigning king were
to be found anywhere than at Cortachy
castle, or within the fortified walls of
the “Bonnie House o' Alirlle,” far
famed in an old-world ballad, which it
has been well said “blazes with the
poesy and the politics” of those stir-
ring times. The castle was regarded
as impregnable and had resisted suc-
cessfully one or two sieges previous
to 1640, when the owner set off on a
gtate errand to England, leaving the
garrison in charge of his eldest son,
Lord Ogilvy. The ancient enemy of
the clan, the earl of Argyle, a rejected
suitor of Lady Ogilvy, and her hus-

band’'s keenest opponent in matters of
church and politics, advanced upon It
with a troop of 5,000 men and a small
force of artillery. The garrison sur-
rendered to this superior force, and
Argyle ordered the lady to come dowan
and kiss him. But she answered:

I wadna' kisg thee, great Argyle,
I wadna’' kiss thee, fairly,
I wadna' kiss thee, great Argyle,
Gin ye shouldna’ leave a stannin’ stane
in Airlle,

O, it's I hae seven braw sons, she says,
And the youngest ne'er saw his daddy,
And although T had as mony mae,
I wad gie them a' to Charlle.

But gin my gude lord had been at hame,
As this nicht-he Is wi' Charlle,
There durstna’ a Campbell in a’ the west,
HaeM x;llundered the bonnle house o'
rlie.

Like all Scottish families of any
note, the Ogilvys posses a ghost, who
is heard but never seen. A drummer
of one of the countesses offended his
mistress in some serious manner, and
was condemned to death. He swore
that he would haunt her and hers for
evermore. She gdve orders that he
should be put inside his own drum and
thrown from the castle walls into the
river beneath. It is still believed that
the ghostly tattoo of his drum fore-

tells the passing of an Ogilvy, and the

drum is sald to have been“heard on
that June night in 1900 when the late
earl fell in South Africa.

The earl, a fine, manly young fel-
low, is a keen all-round sportsman.

REV. WILKINSON, “BISHOP OF WALL STREET”

“To the Bishop of Wall Street, New
York city.” )
A letter so ad-
dressed recently
was delivered to
Rev. William Wil-
kinson, one of the
vicars of Trinity
and a preacher
who has used Wall
street for  his
church and one of
its corners for his
pulpit for the past
decade. The com-
munication proved
to be an invita-
tion from a steam-
ship company to
act as chaplain
for one of their
ships during fits
- maiden voyage
from New York to England. Doctor
Wilkinson immediately asked and ob-
tained a leave of absence from his

parishioners, which later was con-
firmed by the authorities of the parish.

Nine years ago Wall street, by com-
mon consent, exalted Doctor Wilkin-
son to the bishopric. And no matter
how the wheel of fortune has affected
the plungers, kings of finance, em-
perors of industry and all the persons
who consort together in the financial
district, the influence of this street
preacher has increased until he has be-
come one of the marvels of that sec-
tion. The honor was not a satirical
bestowal.
belief has since been confirmed to the
satisfaction of his parishioners, that
Wall street needed a prelate, and Doc-
tor Wilkinson filled the bill.

But Doctor Wilkinson is bishop of all
denominations. On Wall gtreet, He-
brews as well as Christians.regard him
as their prelate. Although thoroughly
orthodox and loyal to the church into
which he was baptized, this unique and
popular preacher manages to dissemi-
nate truths suitable to all.

WIFE OF THE NEW AMBASSADOR TO RUSSIA

Mrs. George T. Marye, the wife of
the new ambassador to Russia, is a
most charming
and capable wom-
an. Her friends
declare she will
typify all the
daughters of Co-
lumblia in the land
of the great white
czar. )

Mr. 'Marye
comes from an {l-
ustrious Huguenot
family wHich
sought a haven
from religious
persecution in the
latter half of the

eighteenth cen-
tury. The family
has given an

amazing number
of sallors and soldiers to this coun-
try. Indeed, rarely eyer is the roster
of army and navy without a few mem-
bexs of the name, The father of Mr.

Marye, who was George Thomas
Marye, too, left his Virginic. home
with the first adventurers to cross the
western trail during the gold fever of
'49. He, like so many others, found
the land where the pelican builds her
nest, all that they had craved, and he
founded a bank first in Virginia City
Nev., and later in San Francisco.
When the gold poured down in such
shining torrents, there was a chain of
Marye bauks all along the California
coast and in several other states.
George T. Marye, Jr., was assoclated
closely with his father and succeeded
to all his responsibilities on his death.
After a singularly” successful career
as head of the banking houses, Mr.
Marye retired’ to private life about
ten years ago or shortly before his
marriage to his brother’s widow. Since
then he and Mrs. Marye have spent
much time traveling, spending months
in Egypt' and the Oriental countries
and mapaging tg. pass. at least some
months in Washington since purchas-
ing their home there.

Business Picking Up.
- “Wotcher doin’ these days, Chim-
my?”,
' “Swattin’ flles at two.cents a mil-
llon. What you doin'?”
“Killin’ potato bugs at five cents a
quart.”—Puck.

A Familiar Feeling.
Mra Exe—Isn’t it awful how food
supplies have gone up?
" Mrs, Wye-—-Mercy, yes! Why, every
time 1 visit my grocer's I feel as if I

lwm at my dressmaker’s.

the house.

4 Blow to His Pride.

“A landscape gardener was pros
trated in his office yesterday.”

“Overcome by the heat?”

“No. He was overcome by his emo-
tions. . A suburbanite asked him to de-
sign an onion bed.”

Triumphant Proof,
He—My dear, there“is entirely too
much caloric in this soup.
She—Now you say that just to find
fault, for we haven't a bit of it im

i

All believed then, and that

FOR BREAKFAST OR LUNCH

Many Easily Prepared Delicacles That
Will Appeal to the Most Dainty
*  Appetite.

Curranuts can be used with oranges
and raspberries. Cut sweet oranges
in small cubes. Add plenty of sugar
to their juice to make a thick, sweet
sirup. Prepare currants by washing,
drying and stemming them, enough to
equal the measure of orange pulp, and
red raspberries to the same measure.
Chill them all, the currants in the or
ange juice and sugar. Just before they
are to be used, mix them and put four
or five tablespoonfuls of the mixture
into each sherbet glass, in the bottom
of which is a tablespoonful of slivered
ice. X

Cherries can be stoned and chilled
and served in sherbet cups, with a
sirup poured over them. The sirup
should be made from water, sugar and
lemon juice in the proportion of .a
cupful of granulated sugar to the juice
of two lemons and half a cupful of
water, boiled together for about two
minutes.

Banana ‘dice, orange ,dice and pine-
apple dice, equal measures of each,
make a good combination. Put them
in a bowl and over them pour some
sirup made of equal parts of sugar
and water boiled to a hair, and pour
also orange, lemon and preservad pine-
apple juice, about a cupful of the juice
to three cupfuls of fruit and a half
cupful of sirup. Chill and heap In
sherbet glasses, with a little grated
cocoanut sprinkled on top of each.

Peaches, also, can be diced, chilled
and served in sherbet cups with just
enough grape juice put over them to
flavor them slightly.

Watermelon cut in dice, chilled thor-
oughly and then piled in sherbet cups
with shaved ice makes a tempting ap-
petizer.

Diced pineapple, very lightly sweet-
ened, is sometimes used as an appe-
tizer in sherbet cups.

Quick Quilting.

A home worker tells of her quick
riethod in quilting. She says: “Try
this and you will never go back to
the old way: Prepare a quilt or comr
forter for tacking. Be sure it is taut
in the frame. Thread a large darner
with the cord you choose to use. Tie
the first knot, but do not cut it. In
about two inches proceed as if to
make another knot, only this time do
the weaver’s knot with the needle. Do
this clear to the end of the comforter,
then cut between each space, and
your work is done. - This Is perfectly
original with me.”

Tomato 'and Lettuce, Nut Mayonnaise.

Add to a cupful of good mayonnaise
two tablespoonfuls of filne chopped
nuts. Arrange on individual plates
or shells two or three heart lettuce
leaves and set on each one a small
round peeled tomato with a little of
the center scooped out. Dress with a
liberal spoopful of mayonnaise, let-
ting it aptm heaped up above the
tomato. At a recent lawn fete, the
salad was served in small fluted scal-
lop shells, a larger shell filled with
cheese crackers being passed with
the salad.

Stuffed Tomatoes in Paper Cases.

Cut top from even-sized red toma-
toes. Scoop out the center, drain off
superfluous juice from pulp, then add
ealt, pepper, a little minced green
pepper, a few drops of onion juice, a
pinch of sugar and if desired a drop
of tabasco sauce. Fill center of to
mato, put on the top, then set tomato
in a paper case and wrap In waxed
paper. The little paper cases or cups
can be bought where they sell paper
novelties or picnic supplies.

How to Utilize Turnip Cups.

As a little variety in serving vege
tables try small peas or lima beans
packed in turnip cups set in cream
sauce.

Peel and scoop out turnips and
after boiling the shells until transpar-
ent they are ready to fill.

Remember in cooking fresh peas to
put them in a pan of cold water for
half an hour after shelllng. Boil them
In salted water (not too much water)
and cook until tender.

Ottawa Root Beer.

One ounce each sassafras, allsplce,
yellow dock and wintergreen, one-half
ounce each wild cherry bark and cor-
fander, one-fourth ounce hops and
three quarts molasses. Pour boiling
water on them, macerate 24 hours,
then filter and add one-half pint yeast
or one yeast cake. Add four gallons
water. Ready to use in 24 hours,

Sour Pork Chops.

This is a German dish. Fry the re-
quired number of pork chops and re
move them to a hot platter. Stir a
tablespoonful of flour into the glaze
in the pan and when brown add three-
quarter cupful hot water, one-quarter
cupful vinegar, one-half teaspoonful
allspice, pepper and salt. Pour this
gravy over the chops. (

Salt Extracted.

It s an easy matter to drop too
much salt in the potatoes or peas. To
remove the salt stretch a clean cloth
over the vessel and sprinkle a table
spoonful or more of flour on the cloth
and allow the contents to steam. In
‘a short time the flour will have ab
sorbed the salt,

To Whip Thin Cream. :
. When whipping cream, that Is too
thin to whip, u very good plan is to
piace the dish comtaining the cream
Into another dish of cold water and
leave it there untl] it is well chilled.
Then put it into & pan of hot water
and it will whip without dificulty.

To Soften Paint Brushes.

Paint brushes that have become
hard and dry can be softened in the
following manner: Heat some vinegar
to the bolling point, immerse the
brushes in it and allow them to sim-

.mer for ten minutes, then wash in

strong-soapsuds,

Substitute Tins. N
If layer cake tins are lacking in the
kitchen equipment, lard pail lids make
a good substitute. The inner flat cov-
ers are also useful on which to bake
hhcul\u. cookles or drop cakes.

0D SHINTO RITE

Fire' Walking Practiced by An-
' cient Religious Sect. '

Belleved in Japan Ceremony Antedates
Human Famlly, the Gods Having
Observed It In Thelr Progress
Toward “Perfect Purity.”

“Hiwatarl,” or the miracle of “fire
walking,” 18 one of the oldest religious
rites of the Shinto sect, which they
claim fs indigenous to Japan. Buddhism
was imported from India via China
and Korea. The nation is not divided
into two distinct sections, however, ag
the teachings are so thoroughly inter-
fused that the number belonging ex-
clusively to elther is comparatively
small. Every Japanese child at, birth
is placed by its parents under the pro-
tection of a Shinto deity. ‘The Shinto
religion is a compound of ancestor-
worship and nature-worship, and does
not give any ethical teachings beyond
“obeying the decree of the emperor”
and “following the natural impulse of
right.”

“Shinto” {8 a Chinese word mean-
ing the “way of the gods.” There are
gods and goddesses innumerable:
Goddese of the sun, and god of the
moon, god of the wind, fire and food,
of the ocean, mountains, rivers, trees
and temples. . The rite of fire walking

ily, the gods having observed‘ it in
their progress toward “perfect purity,”
which is the fulfillment of life. It is
observed twice annually, and was wit-
nessed by the writer on a recent visit
to Japan at the Temple of Ontak,
Kudan.

On two sides of the temple court &
platform was raised overlooking the
court and seats reserved for the em-
bassies and visitors to witness. this
most ancient and interesting ceremony.
In the court, which is “holy ground,”
the pyre was built on strictly pre-
scribed lines and of purest material
First a layer of straw which was cov-
ered with sand from the seashore care-
fully screened to insure purity, then
logs or sticks of pine, and this was
covered with charcoal about twenty
inchee deep.

The bed was about seven feet wide
and eighteen feet long. This was light-
ed in the early morning and was
fanned continually with long-handled
fans and whipped with thin boards un-
til it was a glowing mass of live coal.
The ceremony begins at dusk and is a
prolonged affair. Fhe temple priests
dressed in white march around and
around fanning the ash always to the
center, and casting handfuls of salt,
which they tdke In passing from a
large bowl placed conveniently near.

At each end of the pyre a canvas
mat is spread covered thickly with
salt, on which the priests rub their
bare feet They breathe incantations
with a peculiar swishing sound so for-
eign to our ears, and etop at frequent
intervals to gesticulate, twist their fin-
gers and spread their hands out over
the fire, urging the evil spirits to de-
part. It was a weird scene, and one
which claimed our closest attention.

;lnally the chief priest entered,
dressed in a long loose robe with flow-
ing sleeves and fastened at the wrist
with a girdle. He walked devoutly to
the end of the pyre and, bowing his
head low over his unclasped hands,
dedicated the pyre to the god and
prayed him to descend on the bed. A
prolonged pause ensued; then a priest
struck a spark from flint on steel, and
it was supposed the invitation was ac-
cepted. *

The chief priest walked with calm
dignity acrose the bed, followed by the
other priests, apparently oblivious of
the tremendous heat which seemed un-
bearable to the spectators 30 feet
away. The crowd pressed forward
and participated, old and young, chil-
dren being carried or led by their par-
ents and the very aged carried on the
ghoulders of young men. It was cer-
tainly a most im,ressive ceremony, as
they all eeemed possessed with a cer-
tain religious fervor that made them
unconscious of burns.

‘As they walked so calmly, occasion-
ally one would pick up his foot and
hop along; then he would £€em to re-
member it was an acknowledgment of
impurity and he would place his foot
firmly down and walk on. If they are
pure in spirit, they are immune and
can traverse the bed with perfect safe-
ty; and this rite Is the test of perfect

* | purity.

‘While the procession was in progress
the traveling companion of the writer,
an American girl, slipped away un-
noticed and appeared in the arena.
Gathering her clothes closely about
her, she walked on the bed of coals
fearlessly and absolutely without burn-
Ing. When the audience realized it
was a foreigner making the test they
gave her a tremendous ovation. On
inquiry if she found it hot, she replied
that she did not linger long enough to
test the degree of heat.

- The Japanese theory is that the
spirit of water descends from the moon
and drives the spirit of fire from the
coals; and the lesson taught by the
rite is that evil may be driven from
the heart of man and only good sur-
vive. The only explanation of their

_| being able to walk without burning to

the normal mind is that the salt cools
the surface of the bed. After the cere-
mony is over every priest prods it with
‘long poles, stirring up the live. coals
from the bottom and dismiesing the
spirits of fire if any lingered through
the ceremony. X

Leaving a Rich Field. |
 “What are you laughing.at?” asked
the Old Fogy: ‘‘What's so funny in
that paper?”
“It says here that a hundred persons
have left New York to engage in mis.
sionary work,” sald the Grouch.

A Ready Suggestion. g
“Leonidas! I believe there 18 a bur-
glar in.the house,” :
“Suppose you make one of your
speeches, Henrletta,” suggested Mr.
Meekton. “It'll either scare him or

put him to sicep.”

is believed to antedate the human fam-

HOW PUEBLOS LIVED

Explorers. Claim That Ancient In.
dians Smoked Cigarettes.

Evidence Is Discovered In Arizona and
New Mexico—Pottery Also Found
~Birds Had Significance In
Religlous Ceremonies.

That cigarettes were used by the
ancient Pueblo Indians seems estab-
lished by the investigations of the
ancient pueblos, or villages, of the up-
per Gila river reglon of New Mexico
and Arizona. But they were prob.
ably symbolic offerings, for those
found at Bear Creek cave were in the
form of hollow reeds stuffed with
aromatic herbs which burned with a
pleasing odor, according to a recent
report on the Museum-Gates expedi-
tion made public by the Smithsonian
institution.

Dr. Walter Hough of the United
States National museum, states that
among the thousands of interesting
and valuable objects connected with
the lives of the early inhabitants were
found dried vegetables, fruits and
other “perishable” articles, even a
desiccated turkey. Early historical
reports show that the Pueblo Indians
raised turkeys, but the discovery of
the desiccated bird and chicks, it is
explained, proves conclusively that
turkeys were kept in captivity, prob-
ably for their feathers, which were
used in the manufacture of native gar-
ments.

With other things, upon excavation
of a cave which formed the rear
chamber of a row of ruined stone
abodes on the banks of the Tularosa
river, a tributary of the San Fran-
cisco river, was found a brush made
of grass stems bound in a rude bundle
similar to those In use by the Pueblo
Indians of today. In one corner, near
a rock mass, were focund some small
bows and arrows, with other offerings,
indicating the location of an ancient
shrine.

From the rubbish and debris the re-
mains of several mammals and birds
were identifled, among them deer,
prong-horn, Bison, woodchuck, mice,
rats, mugkrats, rabbits, lvnx, fox,
skunk, bear, a hawk, an adult turkey,
chicks, and eggs, and many feathers
of other birds, all of which occupied
the cave at one time or another e:r
were killed and stored there by the
early Inaians. Ears and scattered
grains-of corn of a smooth and short
grain, yellow, blue and carmine, but
much faded with aging, -~.ere also
found, as well as the ‘remains and
seeds of gourds, squashes, beans, other
vegetables, and frults and nutse

In the Tularosa cave there was pot-
tery of a rude form, while from sev-
eral large open-air pueblos examples
of a very fine finish and ornamenta-
tion were collected. The designs on

. the . bowls commonly consist of. four

elements based on the world quar
ters, the bottom usually being cir-
cular and blank. Other designs are
of combined matched and solid color
or of a checkered variety. Many
small collections of pottery were
found in caves and springs, where
they had been deposited as offerings.

In the religion of these early in-
habitants the bird had an especial
significance and is found in nearly
all their ceremonies, appearing as a
solid image in pottery and carving,
depicted on surfaces as a fetish, but
more frequently its plumage is used
in one way or another.

In a great sacred cave on Blue river
were found bows, arrows, palinted
rods, baskets, miniature potter;, cigar-
ettes, cotton cloth, . beads, painted
tablets, etc., deposited in pit shrines
on the floor of the cavern. These
were objects oflfered to the supernat-
ural beings, and show the extremely
complicated character of the ancient

‘native worship.

Much of the territory covered by
the report has never been scientifical-
ly explored before, and the maps, fleld
notes and natural history collections
will throw much light on the life of
the ancient peoples of this region.

Scientific Modeling.

Prof. J. Hammond Smith, of the
University of Piftsburgh, has perfect-
ed an invention which he calls a stero-
metricon, by which human features

-may be reproduced in clay with pho-

tographic accuracy. It takes only &
little knowledge of photography, to-
gether with nimble hands, for the or-
dinary person to make a statue by this
method.

Two high-power cameras are used.
Behind the lens of the right-hand cam-
era is a coarse screen.) The picture
taken with- the left-hand ‘camera is
called a record photograph. A lump
of clay is then placed on a pedestal
where the subject recently has been,
and lines thrown on it by the camera
indicate how to mold the clay.

Intolerance.

Nothing is so characteristic of nar
rowmindedness as intolerance. To
concede to those who differ the sam'e
freedom of opinfon claimed for onee
gelf calls for & breadth of view all do
not possess. A person who preaches
tolerance too often fails to practice it,
and while champloning some measuré
or principle I8 apt to question the mo
tives of everyone who disagrees O
does not see it fn the same light. S0
long as freedom of speech, freedom of
press and freedom of religion are the
bulwarks of individual liberty, a e
public 1ike ours should be the last
place to countenance or encourage >
tolerance of opinion.—Omaba Bee.

Make Bulldings Rat Proof.
Modern 'construction of dwelling?
and other buildings will do more for
the ending of the rat pest than any
other preventive measure. Even old
premises may be made rat proof at
small expense, by closing all holes in

cellars and floors with concrete.
of these campaigns in the war against
rats are likely soon to be urged upon
the fation by medical and trade bod-
fes, and even by legislation, to the
end that plague scares guch as the
present one in New Orleans may be

averted for all time,
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