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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION--THE
EXPENSE.

Hon. E. M. Wilson, in his letter to tte
GLOBE, objects to the expense, and wants to
know the necessity of o constitutional con-
vention. Mr. Wilson himself answers his
own question. He says “seven amendmenta
were submitted last year, and well decided.”
Now with all dune  deference, we
submit, that an instrnment or organic
law that requires seven distinct amend-
ments, in one year, is somewhat defective
and needs  revision. Mr.  Wilson
says also, “that the only argument he has
heard advanced is, that it has been a long
time since we had a convention. and that
this must pgoceed on the theory that a con-
stitution is a piece of machinery that wears
out with use, and needs to be {inkered every
year.”” and so on. The experience in Minne-
sota would justify the “theory,” because,
with scarcely a single exeeption, the tinker-
ing business has been attempted every
year, and only last year seven
geparate and distinet tinkerings were
accomplished. It has been tinkered and
patched and “darned,” as we have said be-
fore, until you cannot tell the original gar-
ment from the patches. New cloth has been
plastered on threadbare clothing, and the
rent has been made larger.

Mr. Wilson’s chief objection seems to be
the expense. We candidly admit its force.
But it must be remembered that two or three
years would elapse before the work of the
Convention  would be accomplished,
including the subsequent revision of the
statutes. The expense becomes an incon-
siderable item, compared with a persistence
in tinkering, in trying to sew up the seams
and patch the holes, and piling up general
! and special laws ad ¢nfinitum conforming to
| a muddled, mixed, unintelligible, and iwenty
! years tinkered constitution. We can’t argue
| about the expense in the presence of public
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| necessity.
& : t There is a necessity for change
JONGERESS ses to 8 o colnage of | e :
Coxeress pruputn_h[t': h!.(fp the coinag; {and reyisian & every  depart-
twenty-cent pieces. That is right, they are |

a fraund.

T'ue aged Lord only wanted his declining
years soothed by the charming widow Hicks,
Hie-cough, sie, O Lord.

Coxsmpenrine the great success of Aungust
Belmont as Chairman of the National Dem-
ocratic Committee a few years ago. itis about
time August ahould sabside.

Tue Philadelphin  7mes’ story of one
Schrack dying of consumption and coming
to life perfectly restored, is a tough one.
Sclirack must have been—well, slack say.

T'ue demurrers to ihe indietments of the |

grand jury having been sustained by the
three District Judges, the question arises,
did Demoeratic frauds elect a Republican
Sherifl, Clerk, County Attorney. Senator and
three members of the Legislature last fall?
Pshaw!

« lev. Mr. Ten Broeck, of St. Paul, fig-
ures out of his  doetrine or theology, two
heavens and two  hells, namely, ‘Paradise”

| ment. The executive department needs
| re-organization—so that important positions,
| in that department, cannot be vacated with-
| out canse, and filled on the ground of na-
| tionality for political reasons. The judiciary
| department needs revision re-districting the
| State, fixing the number of judges, and tak-
| ing it out of the power of the Legislature to
| create courts and of the executive to appoint
temporary judges. The number of supreme
| judges should be increased and other changes
i made, the jurisdiction of probate courts en-
i larged. so as to relieve district courts and
| probate courts made couity, or abolished al-
| together.
The carc and protection of public [unds,
| the law of taxation of township orgenization,
! of corporations. and of restrictions on the
amount of public debt, limitations on ap-
| propriations in any one given class of legisla-
tion, these and many other subjects require
| revision. The constitution as it stands con-
| sista of amendments. We have Lad a com-
i pilation of the laws (1835), the revision of
! 1866, now let us have a convention. and
| subsequent revision of the statutes, and we

kindred of Solon, Aristides, Demosthenes,
and Pericles; of whom Plutarch relates that
he was never seen on but ome street
'and that was the one leading from his hounse
to theeapitol? No; Greece will receive no
part of Turkey, but must remain as now,
until the spirit of freedom shall lead her
scattered children forth and uncreate long
accustomed bondage. The memory of her
grand, heroic age must be revived to avenge
the long series of Turkish wrongs. Riots
and revolution can not efface the mournful
page of slavery, nor the degeneracy of more
recent times. But
“When riseth Lacedaemon’s hardihood
When Thebes Epaminondias rears again,
When Athens' children are with hearts endued,
When Grecian mothers shall give birth to men,
Then mayest Greece be restored; but not till
then.” \

SPEECH MAKING IN CONGEENS.
The American people are addicted to
speech making. It is a national character-
istic, especially a feature of partisan politics.
Every man and almost every boy, before he
is out of his teens, considers himself a natun-
ral orator. The opinion is very seldom
shared by others, but when it once possesses
one. it is apt to stick during life. This
would be rather harmless, if the matter
rested here. It does not rest here. The
business, on a broader arena, becomes ex-
pensive and a national bore.

Unfortunately the American people are
not a speech-reading people. Speech-mak-
ing grew out of the custom of stump cam-
paigning, before the day of newspapers.
Now every public question is thoroughly
discussed; with all the arguments on either
side, in the newspapers. The people read
newspapers. Before the oratorical display
commences in Congress, they are about as
well informed—perhaps more so—than the
average Congressman himself. 'I'he aver-
age Congressman would not, as a general
rule, be mistaken either for Solon or Cicero.
The people, having already been informed
on all subjects throngh the ommipotent re-
sources of the public press, the speech-mak-
ing in Congress is 4 bore and heavy tax.

Very few people read Congressional
speeches. Very few speeches are worth read-
ing. But fewer people hear them delivered.

and “Heaven” proper, and the ~Bottomless : may go on for thirty years longer without
Pit.” and “Hell” proper. Give us a rest— any tinkering.
one of each kind is quite suflicient—-partic- | e )
u[nr]_‘f“ hl.,'"-_ THE SALARY OF DISTRICT JUDGE.
e - | Almost at every session of the Legislature
Tne morning  goldite representative ob- | gaditional work has been imposed on the
serves, “that the first effect of the silver bill | District Judges. This is especially true in
i4 the arrival from Europe of a ship load of Ramsey county,and we believe in every
U. 8. bonds.”  Why not tell the whole truth? | yyqicial District. Here they have to super-
The same ship, the Abysinia, brought over ’ intend, in connection, we belicve, with the
about 3,000,000 in bonds and 10,000,000 | County Assessor () the drawing of jurors!

in gold. What have you to say to that? ' Already, at this session, several DLills have

= | been introduced calling into requisition the

Tug Rev. John Stafford, pastor of the | yyrq worked District Judges. One of these
Jackson Street M. E. Church, administered | bijlg, namely for the appointment of a ~Pro-
a most fitling rebuke, in his sermon yester- | 1,440 Commissioner,” we have taken oceasion
day, to the indecency of onr pompous morn- | t, ghow unconstitutional, and the proposed

ing cotemporary. A viler sheet than it has
produced upon at least three oceasions dur-
ing the past ten days, cannot be found even
among the bawdy literature of tho day. If
the game wus worth the candle, Anthony
Comstock, the eflicient manager of the “So-
ciety for the Suppression of Vice,” should be
invited to proseccuto the obscene journal.
Mr. Stafford’s rebuke, which is reported else-
where, was timely and deserved.

Avcusr Bermoxt having used* the Demo-
cratie party for years to advance the interests
of the Rothschilds (whose American agent
he is,) now seeks to assail and destroy the
party, which has become too strong to be
his tool. He stood for years at the head of
the Democratic National Committee, and
constantly sought to so shape the aclion of
the Democracy as to secure the success of
the Republicans. The Republican party was
committed to the building up of a money
oligarchy, and hence Belmont, though stand-
ing as the foremost represeniative of the
Democratic party, desired the success of the
party which he was nominally opposing.
We are glad to know that his career for evil
in the Democratic party is at an end.

Jupge Emumerr’s letter in  Saturday’s
Groee undoubtedly touches the main point
as to the present law of mortgage foreclos-
ure, that it is the enormous expense and rob-
bery of the debtor. Do away with all the
exactions of fees, coste, attorney's bills,
interest penalties, and so on, and the object
would be accomplished. The objection does
not seem to be to the proceedings in court

. or principle, but fo the expense and down-

right robbery of ithe present law. The peo-
ple are generally, and we believe for this
reason, in favor of the restoration of the
former method of ndvertisement. If Mr.
Emmett has any better and less expensive

| plan to have the Supreme and District Judges
| revise the constitution is simply ridiculous
| nonsense. ' In neither case would the District
Judges act—Lezause they know botter the
law.

The point i this:  The District Judges
have more work to do. and receive less pay,
in proportion to the qualifications and learn-
ing required, than any officers in the State.
No lawyer in full practice can afford to be a
Judge. Perhaps this is best, for the ablest
judges of law are not always in full practice,
and the methods of thought aud study of
the advocate sometimes incapacitate for
judicial  qualities. Be this as it
may, no lawyer with practice can afford to
be a judge on a salary of $2,5600 a year and
come eut of office, at the end of seven years,
with all former practice lost, and a pauper.
It will take every dollar of the $2,500 to sup-
port the judge's family, and for many of
them the amount is insufficient—bringing
them into debt. United States judges hold
their oflices for life and are retired on a pen-
sion. So it is in England. The jndges
should be paid a salary sufficient® to keep
them out of debt, and to make them inde-
pendent, and to enable them to lay np some-
thing for their wives and children. TLook at
the salaries paid to English judges, and to
judges all over the world, except alome in
the United States, where alone too the theory
is that the judiciary should be inde-
pendent of all other departments of govern-
ment.

A year or two ago the. salary of the Su-
preme court judges was increased and very
justly. Every reason for that increase ex-
ists with ten-fold intensity in the case of the
district judges who have twice the work to
do and are crowded from day to day
during the whole year with general and

special terms, with- motions and with

plan we hope he will embody it in a bill, and
have it snbmitted to the legislature for con-
sideration.

Sivce the days of Saul of Tarsus no more
remarkable change of heart has been exper-
jenced than that displayed by the Chicago
papers relative to the Northern Pacific Rail-
road. When the project was inaugurated
the most Ditter opposition developed cazse
from the Chicago papers. They opposed the
original land grant in the most violent man-
ner, and for years never mentioned the
enterprise save to disparage it. When the
Cincinnati Clomunereial, in the interest of
the Southern Pacifie, sent Dr. Redfield to
Minnesota to write down the Northern Pa-
cifie, the Chicago papers gloatingly copied
his letters, and added their endorsements.
During the past year a change seems to have
come over the spirit of the dreams of these
journals, and they now rank among the
prominent advocates of an extension of the
Northern Yi.ifle land grant. Perhaps they
have begun to realize that the commercial
relations of St. Paul and Chicago are some
what intimate, and that since the terminus
of the Northern Pacific has been fired at this
city it would be just a8 well to come in as en

extra work. Under these circumstances and
for these incontrovertible reasons, the Legis-
lature would not only be doing a wise, but a
just act, in increasing the salary of the Dis-
trict Judges, to at least §3,500a year. The
measure would be approved by the legal
profession, and what is more important, by
the people of the State; for the people pay,
and the people are the electors of Judges,
and interested in their welfare, and in law-
yers only as a part of the people.
e ———

CLASSIC GREECE,

Greece iy dissatisfled. Nentral, strictly
neutral during the war, the prospects of
peace have excited the lazy populace of Ath-
ens igto riots; they prate now of war. It
seems they expected plunder and {erritory in
the general spoilation of Turkey. Unless
England and Austria interfere, their warlike
propensities will not be gratified. They may
continue to skulk in peace, lie in the sun-
shine, and crawl over the ruins of former
glory, or murder or plunder defenseless trav-
elers in.the mountains.

‘Who is the modern Greek? Is he Greek,
or bandit, or beggar? Greek or Turk, Chris-
tian or Moslem, or Mongrel? Where is the
race of Thermopylae'’s sepulchral strait, and

soriginal friend” of the enterprise,

of Marathon's fleld of glory? Are these the

They are  usually spoken to emp-
ty seats. ‘What cares the average
Congressman for that? An orator pounding
away in the House of Representatives, with
only one member in his seat after an hour
or two of bloviation, was thus interrupted by
the Speaker: “The Chair would suggest to
the gentleman the propriety of suspending

| his remarks at this point, as there seems to

be no quorum present.” He replied: “Mr.
Speaker, it matters not, sir; it matters not,
gir. I speak to future generations.” The
solitary member. John Randolph, piped out
in his sharp tenor voice: “Let him proceed,
Mr. Speaker, they will soon be here.”

As an amusement, no one objects (o this
constant Congressional oratory. But it is
altogether a pleasure too expensive. It de-
lays legislation and keeps the countryin a
constant stute of excitement, the finances
uncertain, business depressed and disorgan-
ized, confidence withheld, and chaos gener-
ally. For example, a Board of town super-
visors would now decide the silver question
in fifteen minutes. Let us have a rest from
Congressional speech-making. Let legisla-
tion proceed, and the people know if they
are to be saved or ruined.

Every day that the fifteen year text-book
job is considered, the opposition to it in-
creases. - In fact, the extent of the monopoly
and the danger of the law, and the host of
valid objections are just beginning to be
understood bv the public. It is very evident
that the psople do not want this law forced
upon them, and nothing less than making it
‘optional with each district to accept or re.
ject the law will give satisfaction.

Mags. Marcy, the wife of Gen. R. B. Marcy,
who formerly resided at St. Paul, and will
be remembered by many, died in Baltimore
on January 29. Mrs. Marcy was the mother
of Mrs. Gen. McClellan.

Gov, Pillsbury and the Old R, k. Honds,
Editor of the DarLy Grose:

As your paper is to be ‘“conducted to ad-
vance the interests of the whole people,” al-
low me a few words on that part of the Gov-
ernor’'s message that pertains to the old rail-
road bonds. I did not suppose that the Gov-
ernor had the cheek to allude to the matter
at all, after the overwhelming defeat of the
proPosition last June, but it appears that he
has, and does not compliment the people
very highly for discernment either. He
does not tell them that two or more heads
are wiser than one, but after all the teaching
through the agency of the public press and
public orators, they totally “misapprehend’”
the entire “plan.” He is more polite than
the Pioneer-Press, who claimed that the in-
curable ignorance of the farmers defeated
the measure; that though they might be
“plowed and cross-plowed, harrowed and
cross-harrowed,” it was impossible, for him
at least. to educate them. Now, Mr. Edi-
tor, I think the Governor misapprehends
the people and not the people the Governor.
The *“plan” was well apprehended. Too well
apprehended for its success. I admit it was
complicated, muddled, sugar-coated, and well
calculated to mislead, and that the people
were coaxed, wheedled and threatened, but
the whole thing was seen through by the
people, and rejected. The people soared tri-
umphant above the teachings of a subsidized
press and hired orators, and should have
been thanked and praised by the Executive.
Your Minneapolis correspondent thinks he
insulted them; but I do not think so: for as
the people stultified themselves' by re-clecting
him, he felt constrained to make some sort
of an apology for their inconsistent course,
80 he tells them that they “misapprehended
Lhe gl:&n;e I think the Governor “misappre-

ended the people.” T good saints, sn

posed the Govogeor overl:\?gélmed with :’hanl:;
and repentance, and in the magnanimity of
their hearts, took that way to manifest their
appreciation of his contrition. The Gover-
nor cannot think the people are like dogs—
the more they are kicked the better they like
their masters. 3

He thinks “repudiation” a worse calamity
to our State than the T, hailstorms,
or pestilence. But, as a farmer, I should

at the Governor's partiality to the ’hoj
aa it contribated largely i re-sloction;
I hope the people will be wise and consistent
enough hereafter to let office-holders and
office-seekers know precisely what they mean
when they vote,

= - EBENEZER AvERs.
Corrace Grove, Jau. 28, 1878,

Couldn’t be Done in France.

- [8t. Cloud Journal-Press.

The people of the United States have lived
for nearlg fifteen years under the most absolute
despotism the world ever saw.—St. Paul Globe.
The Grose has scarcely a reader so igno-
rant but knows that this is nonsense, and
knows that in the Republic of France, for
instance, Hall would be permitted to pub-
lish Tae GLoEE for just about one day. It

caunot be much of a despotism where any
man has foll liberty to abuse

ment to his heart’s content,

the govern-

much prefer repudiation. ‘I do not wonder | P2P€™

THE TEXT BOOK JOB

OPPOSITION BECOMING GENEEAL.

What a Prominent Educator Says--The
Books Yery Poor and Imperfect--An Un-
answerable Summing Up--The Law an
Outrage--A Fifteen Year Monopoly.

What One of the Rest Educators Says.
| Winnebago City Press.]

‘The school book law  has been cussed and
discussed so much that we, like most others,
have become tired of it. but hereisan
item which we find in the Preston Repub
lican, from the pen of the Rev. D. L. Kiehle,
one of the best educators in the State, and a

man whom we personally know to be in-
capable of saying that which hs did not
honestly believe to be trme, which we feel
like laying before our readers. He says;

“Permit me to'say that I have watched
the development of the text book scheme
with anxiety as a matter of vital importance
to the schools.  As to the plan of purchase,
I have nothing to say. Those who represent
the buyers and the tax payers will have that
to consider. Butas a teacher, pledged to
the improyement of our system, I see noth-
ing but mischief threatening. The selection
of books thus far justifies all our fears. I
regard your estimate of the books as most
just. Some of the series are enongh,
but the important books, the arithmetics
and the grammars are particularly unaccept-
able. If we are forced to make them the
basis of our instruction, then all that has
been gained in the discussion and exyerience
of teachers for the last ten years. is lost to
Minnesota,”

Well Summed Up.
[Le Bueur Sentinel.]

The inutility of the school text-book law,
which is now under discussion in the Leg-
islature, some of the defects of which it is
now proposed to remedy by amendment, are
well summed up in the following from the
St. Paul Darry Grope:

First—To compel district clerks to make
estimates.

Second—To compel County Superintendents
to make requisitions upon the State Superin-
tendent.

Third —To compel the State Superintend-
ent to make requisitions upon rhe contrac-
tor for books, and transmit the same to
County Aunditors.

Fourth—To compel County Auditors to
transmit the books to the several school dis-
tricts of his county. °

Fifth—To compel the State Treasurer to
pay for the books as soon as delivered by the
contractor.

Bixth—To compel County Treasurers to
pay the State T'reasurer “out of any moneys
belonging or payable to school districts
arising from taxation then in his hands or
which thereafter may come to his hands.”

Seventh—To compel district clerks (o re-
ceive and gell the books, and turn over the
money under penalty of fine and imprison-
ment.

Eighth—Last and more than all, to com-

pel the people to use the Luoks for fifteen
years,

The School Book Outrage,
[Faribanlt Democrat. ]

A bill has been introduced by Senator
Hall to make the school book outrage oper-
ative, and elsewhere in this issue, the bill
will be found in full, with pertinent editorial
remarks from the editor of the DarLy Grose.

It is quite as well that our legislators ex-
amine into this matter pretly thoroughly be-
fore they get the State into the proposed fif-
teen years' serape, under the demagogical
cry of cheap text books. Text books bought
under the form proposed, will prove to be
like old Mrs. Toodles’ investments in door
and coffin plates.

Why Don't They _Luswer,
[Wells Advocate.]

The daily St. Paul Grone of the 26th, con-
tains a lengthy article npon the detriment
the Merrill law will produce if allowed to go
in force. If the great and majestic support-
ers of that unwise law can honestly answer
the objections, we would like to hear from
them.

A Fifteen Year Monopoly.
[Hastings Gazette.]

The school book bill adopted at the last
session of the Btate Legislature has proved
80 defective that its best friends are sorely
puzzled as to the necessary legislation requi-
gite to perpetuate & monopoly for the next
fifteen years. Why not let each district buy
its own books at wholesale in the general
market, and not attempt to enrich an indi-
vidual for merely acting as a go-between for
the State and Eastern publishers?

The Opposition.
|8t. Cloud Journal-Press.|

The Minneapolis 1"ribunc of Tuesday con-
tains a lengthy and able article in opposi-
tion to the text book law. It will now be in
order for the St. Paul Dispatch to rise right
up on its hind legs and charge that *virtu-
ally all the clamor against the Merrill text
book bill comes from the newspapers at
‘Winona, Mankato and St. Cloud—the seats
of the Normal schools.”

Univise Leguslation Foreed Upon Us.

|Pioneer Press, March 1, 1876—Before it had
been “‘seen.”

“If, then, the'bill is bound to pass in spite
of all prudent, all constitutional authority,
all governmental propriety, and all regard for
the character and excellence of the books
that are to be used in the schools for fifteen
years, we hope that on all accounts the sec-
tion giving per diem to the commissioners
who are to supervise all the extensive and
complex machinery for inaugurating the
scheme, will be restored. Butthe number of
such commissioners should be reduced to
three, or, at the outside, to five; and these
should be appointed, as is customary in such:
cases, by the governor. If we must have
this unwise legislation forced upon us in be-
half of a few speculators in book-writing or
book-printing, let us by all means see that it
is gnarded by all proper limitations, and as
nearly as possible entrnsted to men who will
do the best they can in a work which will
necessarily be done very poorly.”

Denies the Accusation .'l'}m! it Hasx iteen
- Subsidized.
[Minneapolis Tribune.]

The Pioneer Press is doubtless quite hon-
est and quite public spirited in its champion-
ship of the school text book bill, butit strikes
us that it is a trifle weak when it avails itself
of the commou and cheap resort of the per-
sons who are made unhappy by the views of
a newspaper, and allege as this last and
clinching argument that “of course it has
been bought up.” It may be the school-
book publishers, or the ‘“ring,” or whatever
you call them or that they deserve to be
called, are ‘subsidizing cheap mnews-
"  to aid them to defeat the
Merrill bill, but we trust the Pioneer
Press does not mean to intimate that the
papers which condemn the whole text-book
bill as contrary to sound policy and trone
economy, and as a surrender of republican
slmplicity to paternel or “papa™ government,
are necessarily among the gubsidized. The
Pioneer Press will allow us to recall to its
decaying memory the faot that when the
text-book bill first came before the Legisla-
ture in 1876 it unlimbered its whole batte-
ries and fairly riddled the measure out of
existence. It was doubtless to these power-
ful assaults of the great St. Paul columbiad
that the defeat® of the bill was then due.
The next winter the bill came
up again, however, and meanwhile
the Pioneer Press, as many another in-
dependent journal has done before it—ex-

its changing and transilion state, it conld
muster up cow
the Pioneer Press was honest in its original
opposition, and we are equally sure that it
ishonest in its present  approbation.
Why, then, need it hint at s tion in
the case of journals. which have made no
change in their oBinions, bnt hold on as they
begun when the Pioneer Press was ranging
in their company, the loudest and fiercast
hound in the pack?

COMMISSIONER OF STATISTICS.

Irgens’ Unfortunate Appointment--Gire Us
an Independent Bureawu.
[Red Wing Republican.]

The Assistant Secretary is ex-officio Com-
missioner of Statistics, and, excepting that
be must represent the Secretary when he
happens to be temporarily absent, his duties
are almost wholly connected with the bureau
of statistics. As these are the chief dutics
of the office, the officer should be selected
for his qualifications to discharge them. He
should have the highest appreciation of the
‘value of statistics. He should comprehend
on what matter detailed statistical informa-
tion is desirable. He ghould have ingenuity
to devise means to obtain voluntary returns
of such matters where the law fails to re-
quire them, and tact to get prompt and ac-
curate returns from the officer requi by
law to make them. Finally, he should have
that conscientious and, if yon please, pro-
saic accuracy that will oontent itself with
the fact as shown by the returns. without ad-
ditions or modifications.

But Mr. Irgens has thought best to try an
experiment. Having the opportunity to ap-
point either Mr. &ﬁherg, the most experi-
enced, and. on the whole, the best commis-
sioner, or Mr. Metcalf who perhaps would
make a better, he has appoiated a new and
inexperienced man.

Mr. Jacobson is represented as a young
man of good intelligence and education. He
may make a good officer. But if Mr. Irgens
had consulted the public service solely, we
believe he would not have experimented.

A Change Demanaded.,
[Hastings Gazette.]

The recent change in the office of assistant
secretary of state has attracted public atten-
tion to the fact that either the duties and re-
sponsibilities of commissioner of statistics
shounld be vested with the secretary himself,
or else turned over to a separate department
and the appointment made in the usual way
by the governor and confirmed by the scnate.
It is clearly evident that the position is too
important to be trusted fo the exigences of
modern politics, and a change is imperatively
demanded.

The State must Sujffer.
[8t Charles Times. |

Secretary of State Irgens, has appointed
J. P. Jucobson, of Swift county, assistant
Secretary of State. The person holding this
appointment is also by virtue of the statutes
Commissioner of Statistics, a very important
office. The qualifications of Jacobson for
this position are as yet unknown, and the
neglect to retain the efficient T. M. Metcalf
is owing, no doubt, to the clamor of nation-
ality, for which the State may suffer,

AN ARTIST IN WALKING.

The Peculiarities of Beriha Von Hillern.
[Washington Cor. Cincinnati Commereial. ]
We saw this little woman finish her walk

of eighty-nine miles in twenty-six hours,
without sleep. She walked the first heat
from 8 o'clock at nightfall till about 5 next
morning, without stopping. Then with a few
minutes’ rest, twice, she continued the walk
and finished the walk nine minutes before
the specified time, 10 o'clock. She is mak-
ing money, too. There is no doubt of that.
She will not walk for a wagger or in com-
petition. She receives challenges to walk
matches every week, but will accept none.
She seems to arouse in women a sort of in-
fatnation to go on the tramp, wherever she
travels. A club of ladies has already been
started here in Washington for walking ex-
peditions. Ladies, wherever Bertha goes,
begin to straighten themselves up, and to
feel the muscles of the calves of their legs.

When not on the track. Bertha Von Hil-
lern lives and eats and dresses- like other
people, with a few exceptions. She sets her
face like iron against alcohoic stimulants,
sweet things, and pastry. She will not even
let her agent rub whisky inside her shoes- to
keep her feet from swelling, for fear people
will smell the whisky and think she is a
tippler. Rare beef, vegetables, oatmeal, and
plain, solid food, form the *chief of her
diet,” like that of tge little old man whe
would never be quiet. After finishing one of
her public walks she goes to bed. and drops
asleep'at once. Toward morning, abozt 3 or
4 o'clock, her maid awakens her. and walks
her about her room a little time, to keep her
limbs from becoming stiff. After one of her
severe walks she suffers somewhat from what
are technically called *walking-cramps,”
which are pains around the knee joints. To
alleviate this her legs are rubbed with salt
and water.

Physically there is nothing abnormal or
startling about her. BShe weighs one hun-
dred and ten pounds. is rather below medinm
height, and has the face which. after all. is
the best for steady wear in-this world—a face
which wounld not be noticed for being either
handsome or homely. Her hair is very
heavy, and of the fashionable blonde gold
color. She would like to wear it cut short,
but, out of regard to people’s prejudices,
wears it long. Furthermore, it may interest
some dress reformers to know that she wears
an ordinary corset during her walks. Bertha
came to this country about two years ago.
She was famous among her acquaintances in
Germany for her walking feats as a school
girl. She is a native of Freiberg, in Baden,
and is a zealous and pious Roman Catholic.
Along with her piety is mingied a shrewd
business streak. :

Her money is invasted in Boston, and she
looks after it shrewdly, too.

“Mine father he wants me to send my
money to him in Germany.” said she, “but
Iwon’tdo it. I don't like to do dat.”

She carries about her a little instrument
called a pedometer, which registers every
m:le she walks. It is kept going by the mo-
tion of her body in walking, When we saw
her, she wore a sort of flowered polonaise,
reaching down a little below the knee, with a
light felt hat, of the “pork pie” shape, upon
her head. She is more muscular than pump,
and her movements are energetic as well as
graceful. As she races around the track she
looks like a fish darting through the water,
She is straight as anarrow, and her shoulders
are very broad and square for a woman's.
Her walking is not in the least like that of
ordinary persons. It is like that of an In-
dian on & long journey. She seems to pro-
pel herself along with her arms and should-
ers almost as mueh as with her feet. The
peculiar swing of her elbows and shomlders
reminds one continually of the motion of a
bird’s wings. Her toes do not turn out, as
civilized people’s are supposed to. They go
straight ahead, and the left foot, perhaps,
points slightly inward. She always turns
upon her left side as she rounds the curves
of her track, and this constant turning to
the left has made & slight difference in her
gides.

She is very popular with ladies everywhere,

but dislikes exceedingly to have them lkiss

her. We noticed a lady bidding her good-by,
and observed that at the hand-shaking
moment Bertha slightly drew her head back.

“There,” said the agent, smiling, “she’s

afraid that woman is going to kiss her. . She

hates awfrlly to have women kiss her.”

I hope nobody will go now and say Bertha

von Hillern is crazy.

Only one man in America can make her

walking shoes, and he lives in Chicago. Her

fast gait is so different from her
ordinary one that, when she to take her |

perienced & change of hearf, and either | brief rests during the walks, the moment she | fell off one by one, and Mr. MecGrorey was
maintained a judicious gilence or helped the | stops an attendant lifts her in his arms and [ locked u
scheme along by such mild arguments as, in ' carries her to her room, and she does not | peace,

to afford. Now we know {would lose her gait if she did, and it would

take a step till she is carried back. She

SENATORIAL TRIALS.

The evils of Maiden Efforts in the Senata
With a Wife in the Gallery,
[Washington Cor. Cincinnati Enquirer. |
I crowded into a seat, one of many hun-
dreds attracted by the annonncement that a
man of the people was to expand his lungs
on behalf of his elass in the cold, thin atmos-
phere of cur State-created fog-bank. Look-
ing down upon the Senatorial fathers with
their bald heads, round stomachs and slen-
der legs, all indicative of wisdom and pro-
priety, the subdued light, the extreme quiet.
the very space allowed the Solons, adds to
the impression of conservative dignity and
Roman grandeur. so to speak, and one real-
izes how impulse, the motive power of orac Y.
may be frozen out. A man tobreak through

these and be himself must be 2 bold man.

With this the condition at all times, how
appalling it must be to one who steps for-
ward to make his maiden speech! I have
seen many a fine fellow who has roared to yon
like a lion on the stump quasi-inglorious in
the fog-bank. I do not forget a first effort
of a popular orator once that was positively
painful. Isat in the gallery when the late
George Pugh went to the front. George was
the finest declaimer upon the stump ever
blessed with lungs, language and andacity.
He had, in addition. a magnetism that won
upon the crowd in advance of his utterance.
His progress to the capitol was & continuots
triumph of popular oratory. and expectation
was wrought up to a climax when he ap-
peared. BSo assured were his friends of a
great success that his beautiful wife made one
the audience.

This presence of one’'s wife to a sensitive
man is a dangerous experiment when he is

require some little time to get it back again.
The hnman mind isa very strange machine?
Music and applause belps her along wonder-
fully in her walks. If a band can catch time
of her step, it increases her speed several
seconds on the mile. The bottoms of her
fee; :;: soft and tender, llili‘.a other people’s.
an 18 not i rly muscular, except
in the calves om yThey are as hard
as the back of a Cincinnati sugar-cured ham.
The last mile of her walk was as exciting
a8 a horse race. The whole audience was ex-
cited, and I'm ashamed to say that [ felt in-
terested myself. Men cheered and applauded,
and several women cried like babies. It is
no use for anybody to say he wouldn't care
to see her walk. He would be interested.
and he couldn’t help himself.

THE FASCINATING DUCHESS.

Mark Twain's Adeenture in the Jardin
Mabille.

On my arrival at Paris I inqguired what
was the best place to spend an evening, and
was told the most arisfocratic place of resort
was the Jardin Mabille. I took a cal and
proceeded thither. I found myself in a
beautiful garden, brilliantly lighted. There
was a crowd of ladies and gentlemen, a flne
band was playing, and a quadrille forming,.
‘While I was gazing about a gentleman asked
me if I wished to dance. I said I would like
to. but that I was a stranger, and not ac-
quainted with any of the nobility present.
He smiled and said the French nobility were
exceedingly affable and obliging, ana that he
would be pleased to introduce me to a lady
of high rank and varied accomplishments,
who would dance with me if I wished. Then ona trial of this sort. Of all people the
he presented me to the young Duchess | Wife is the one # man hopes to appear well
d’Asafeetida (that's as nesr as I could cateh | before. And then comes the depressing fact
the name.) | that the dear. confiding heart that so feels

I had never stood face to face with a | for you, loves and looks up to—and probably
Duchess before, and therefore felt diffident | is the only one in the wide world who truly
and ill at ease. This graceful creature un- | believes in you—suffers more anxiety in the
derstood my case at once, and within two or | trial and more grief over vour defeat than
three minutes made me feel perfectly at | you do. Mrs. George Pugh willlong be re-
home—more thun at home, I maysay. 1 membered in Cincinnati and Washington as

never met a lady so easy to get acquainted |
with as she was. It must require a high cul- |
tivation, only to be attained in the upper
ranks of society, to give one such self-pos-
session ag hers. This Duchess smiled upon |
me in the most encouraging way, and tapped
me on the shoulder with her fan, then she
looked up into my face and charmed away |
all my embarassment with a burst of cheery |
langhter that was full of hpppiness and gar- |
lic.

Next she took my arm, beating time to
the music with bher fan. and still nttering
that fragrant laughter. And next she put
ber arm around my neck. This was some-
what unexpected, I must say. It made me
feel blissfully uncomfortable. 1 enjoyed it.
but, at the same time. I was afraid it might
attract attention. I intimated as gently as
I could that the Duke. her father, might be
‘in the crowd somewhere; but she only laugh-
ed more odorously than ever. T feared the
paternal Duke might invite me to breakfast
on pistols and coffee. 1 like coffee, but I do
pot consider that it improves it to mix it
with hardware. This I hinted to the Duch- !
ess, and she received it with one of those pe-
culiar langhs of hers that was perfectly |
smothering.

Just then the music strock up furiously.
the Duchess exclaimed +Come ! and dashed
away with me.
set, and walled it on every side.
before seen so much curiosity displayed in a
mere quadrille by disinterested parties.
Dukes and Duchesses began to prance to and
fro in the dance with wild energy of purpose |
and extravagance of gesture. I

I began to ypet interested. 1 glanced |
across, my partner was just turning: she
misecaleulated the length of her limbs. and |
lifted her dress accordingly; she came pranc- |
ing over; I sallied forth to meet her, and |
when we were within a yard of each other. I
wish I may mnever be believed again if she |
did not kick the hat off my head! Istoopedto
pick it up and a noble aristocrat fell over
me; others followed him—both ladies and |
gentlemen—and I never saw such a chaos |
of struggling limbs and frantic drapery
since the benches broke down at the cireus
when I was & boy. It was pure good for-
tane that nobody was hurt. !

When I got out I went to my place at the
head of the quadrille and staid there. 1 had |

| rassed.

The crowd closed up to our | effort was a success,
I had never

| tire body.

| a jury of Indiana

one of the most beautiful sud sccomplished
She was no
less ambitions and sensitive.  So that 1 could
not look in her fair face while the effort con-
tinued.

Thai effort was a disastrous failore, from
which the young Senator never recovered.
When he arose, presenting his young face
and slight figure to the Senate, it wus
dent at once that he was cowed and emly
Instead of the confident. easy man-
ner. the bright, intellectnunl look that had so
often greeted and controlled great crowds,
there was hesitation and fear in every linea-
ment and move. Anticipating this, he bad
written his speech.  Now. George never did

write anything that was worth adings.
Take from him the graces of oratory, i all
that was left was not worth preserving. He

read badly. in a low, hesitating tone. and the
crowded galleries soon thinned., and the Sen-
ators who had gathered about him in great
expectations returned to their seats. )%

Let me carry on the trunks in your play.
said a youth studying for the stage.

“What the devil do you want to do that
for?” asked the astounded manager.

+That I may get accustomed to the [oot
lights.” was the response.

Now. one ean never get nsed to the foot
lights of the Fem Senator Jones™ fist
seeause he had  some-
thing to say and was so eager Lo say it that
he forgot his surroundings. John Logan
soared on with ungramanatical flueney and
ease because the gallant, handsome soldier’s
caticle is so thick that it makes up his en
But all others have fmiled,  And
the fact is, the rule is general that a man
who has stoff in him is almost sure to {ail
in his first efforts. Fools rush in where
angels fear to tread, and in a majority of in-

| stances rush in successfully. in their first

| dash. But after it is found that every ab-

sence of sensitiveness is an indication of a

lack of power. :
However, let us drop these speeulations

and retarn to our Indian mution—meaning
thereby no disrespect for the Tall Sycamore
of the Wabash. | saw him rise from his
seat, cool and esllected as if about to address
pith

Three of Johnsons
Smith."”

There was no question that Dan was go-

them sl the balance

lost confidence; this dance was too bigh-| ing to give those old solons of the fog-bank

toned for me. It had peculiarities about it | a piece of his mind—which, as Dickens says
that were new and unexpected. I had seen “';’I“‘"“:}“‘m' i ’f"]l'"m(lll.-r :llllrlli: : ::“ll :.1:111:' L4y

- 3 ¥ 1 i atle pece a man has MY —H as
plenty of quadrilles, but T had never seen

one with the variations before. The Duch- | YE'¥ evident that be dudn’t eare a Norlhern
es8 resumed her mad career. and the rest of | Lacilic bund for all the solemn old sleds
sex seemed to have but one object in view— formed, and imposing in bis appearanee, as
to outdo its opposite in violence of actipn | ¥°" well know, he has a cenfidence in Lim-
These }"n"::hf elf that is perfectly amazing. 1
people are very Frenchy. Imt;n' i It was =0 dra
known that these people were the flower or | 91"
that they began their education in a gymuna- | *° of Dan’s :-ra‘tvrm:l efforts, for one has
sium and graduated in a circus ~ ' to worry through such a sea of words in
side for a moment, I whispered to her to is not whole. Dan is not. never wes. and
calm her gushing spirits, not to meddle with | the probability, therefore, is that he never
step 80 high. I said she could get over |Of disagreeable people who krow all about
jl].l:ll a8 mu({;‘h .gmuud ata n;udm'm\e g%lil' _md | everything without studying anything. He
might happen along at any moment. Jltlmt is :}g;,;r:n'mvd by the _r'.:u:'leu of personal
might as well have talliad t5 ihe wind, She  Mmagnetism. He has, in consequence, a
; On this oceasion, however. 1 listened 1o
hers, th  lang 7 e |
that silvery laugh that I counld recog Prasae i o

the nobility danced jusi as she did. Each | abount him, or their Chamber. Tall and well
St ; X | took in
and eccentricity of conduct. If 1 had | tense delight in the display.
, T A 1 e wer counld rea
the French nobility, I shonld have thonght | S0 el you thatenct, Lo nckergconic srad
ihe first time the Dushass halted .y mv | search of one idea, and then when found it
her dress. and for public opinion sake, not to | will be. a student. He belongs to that claes
beside, the noble grand Duke, ber father, | has the fatal gift of facility of utterance
- ? L] .
only langhed that characteristic laugh of | hogshead of sound to a teacup of sense.
nize anywhere, if T were to the leeward. and | him with great celight.

tl_ldeu. bending a little, she grabbed up the ! p{)\\‘:‘::uln::lt‘: l:::‘ l:];lﬁ:;:;irlliufllll'ltl(l::“:.lt:;lld
?:c::n ?(f ;;:1: it t;gl;ﬂ;;lfm\\;;ha :‘;g}'l’n:'lﬁ::‘lr:': I. f:ztlfcrlv:aﬂ owls and antiquated crows. known
ner, threw her magnificent head back, and | #s Senators, 'hlmkmg I amazement as t!_nn
skipped furiously away on an Irish jiﬂ' step. | voice rolled in on them. Conkling sat with
all excitqgment, wild hilarity, Afstracted ) his elbows on bis desk, and actoally listencd
Coatamp freai Al et o spectacle to | compliment lLe ma]:_!um pays anyone,
seal the eve-balls and to astonish the soul of | l[hm legislative creation of ll"'il'lnﬂ'.'lll{tJllﬁ Liad.
iy s ; . lof course, a sneer on his countenance.
:hlt:e;;?llttc'hegll;l:'r“chu?"ﬁhf;?nr:adit:geihfie: ]:11;:5 ' Conkling and Voorhees have one thing in
lannched a kick at the hat of a tall nobleman | CoITON: their ideas nrfx'hum:\yied over with
that fairly loosened the scalp on the top of | ?"urd.H. and the ‘_'\v\\‘ 3 nfrk ht-n:.-tur,‘ k-
his head. I fled the scene, exclaiming, “what | 128 2 note from time to time, was evidently
N SR e thgae?" preparing o little discourse of a few hours
I admire Paris: but. in my opinion, the | " Jengthieing Wit iy wrlwing | of words
ways of its nobility e ROt S hathes ought would sweep down the Tall Syeamore, ‘['.l.l
to b = munds. leaning back. resembled “Mephisto-
- | pheles™ in  Faust when Le tries to shake to
A Seene in San Franeiseo. the widow. Blaine. stout and hearty. once
{From the San Francisco Chrenicle, Jan, 19.] |more seemed to be exceedingly amnsed.

Yesterday afternoon about half past 4 | Thurman fingered his snuff-box and gazed
R R A S thoughtfully upon the floor as if speculating

2 a8 to how far this andacious tribune of the
streety was the ecene of great excitement. | hoiple would talk himself toward the Presi-

An adventurons Chinaman, in pursuit of his
business as laoundryman, was gliding noise-
lessly along Howard street when he had the
misfortune to come within range of one
Michael McGrorey's vision. Mr. McGrorey |
was saturated with whisky, and the vision
of the harmless Mongolian, with the insignia
of his business reposing lightly on his shoul-
der, in the shape of a capacious basket, pro-
duced the same effect as a red Llanket flut-
tered at a wild bull. Mr. MeGrorey made a
tortuous dash at the object, and the China-

crowd, whose members were sadly in accord
with Mr. MeGrorey and vehemently opposed
to the Chinaman. The latter was in a re-
markable tight place, and was being gradu-
ally closed in by the crowd when an elderly
gentleman named Samuel Adams, who was
in the front rank, presented the Chinaman
with a knife with which to defend himself.
The Chinaman seized it with avidity, and the
vengeance of the crowd was turned on the
respectable white haired man who had deter-
mined not to ece a human being maltreated
without a chance of defending himself. Mr,
McGrorey caught Mr. Adams by the collar
and pronounczd him his prisoner, but at
this moment Officer Libbing interfered and
took both in charge. The crowd followed the
officer as far as Mission street, but in obedi-
ence to his stern commands to keep back,

pon the charge of disturbing the

| deney. while the Scuthern Senators, who
have no sympathy with labor or laborers,
and yet bave a tenderness for this style of
oratory, looked on admiringly.

There was nothing new in what this Dan-
ton of to day had to ntter—unor wes it of-
fered in a new form—but it was novel to
ten to such bold utterances in this place.
One could almost imagine that vutside, with-
in hearing, were the surging masses of op-
pressed people, opposing violence against
frand, and ready to strike down and oppose

man intrenched himself behind | what they could not eoutrol.

his  basket and appealed to the| The insolent stupidity of the money -
winds in alien yells for protection. The in-|gers in the Eastern and Middle ¢ is
cident drew about the vicinity a very large | cultivating a sectionzl diffierence that will

astonish these gentlemen ere long.
told ke truth when le said st Colun
that the Democracy of the South and We
would eat locse from their helpless allie< in
the East. and take possession of the Govern-
ment on their own account. In’ other
words, they, to nse a homely bar-room phivase.
want no more Tilden in their'n.”

Mr. E. Cartis. a well known grocer of this
city, died very suddenly this morning. He
had been feeling slightly indisposed for a few
days, but nothing serious was apprehended.
He was attending to his duties almost to the
moment of his death, and had besn engaged
in loading a lcad of woud only fifteen
minutes previous to his deatl. The cause is
pronounced by the Doctors to be  heart
disease, His relatives, who reside in the

State of Connecticat were immediately tele-
graphed.—St. Cloud 1'ines,




