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his oath and perjure his soul before God 
and man by being interested pecuniarily in 
legislation, by attempting to make money 
oat of his representative capacity. How 
many have done this? Here is a wide field 
for investigation, and we commend its rich 
harvest to the patriotic efforts of the "Hon." 
Mr. Brandt. 

.1 PRACTICAL REFORM. 

The Chamber of Commerce meeting this 
morning which meets to consider the ques­
tion of reducing salaries of officials in this 
city and county, would do well, while they 
are watching the spigot, to also give some 
slight attention to the bunghole. Cutting 
down salaries does not always prove 
trno economy and reform, but 
if our citizens wish to reduce 
taxation they should aid in securing the res­
toration of some of the provisions of the 
so-called "Iron Clad Tax Law" of 1873. 
The penalty should not exceed 18 per cent., 
and perhaps not over 15 per cent., and the 
time for redemption should be increased 
to three years (perhaps four), but in 
other respects the law of 1878 would be a 
good thing to re-enact. 

The claim that this law oppresses the poor 
is an error, for it is not the moderate tax 
payor who shirks his obligations, but the large 
property holder who can, under the present 
law, reduce his penalty to seven per cent, 
and thereby use his capital to better advan­
tage than paying his taxes. The 
law, as it now stands, oppresses the 
poor for the reason that less revenues 
are collected, thereby increasing the tax levy 
from year to year, and the poor man has to 
pay more taxes because the rich man has 
dodged his payments. 

To show the benefit of the law which com­
pelled the large property owners to pay their 
taxes, we give below the tax levy for four 

'years past. This is the total tax levy for 
State, county, city and school purposes: 
1874 $594,991.05 
1875 608,287.87 
1876 : 402,816.28 
1877 432,491.00 

In 1874, t h e tax law being a new thing, 
was not generally understood, and hence the 
tax levy of 1875 showed an increase. The 
next year its workings were better appreci­
ated, and the tax levy was reduced over two 
hundred thousand dollars. In other words, the 
total levy was two hundred thousand dollars 
less than the previous year, because the law 
had compelled people to pay their taxes and 
the treasury had realized cash instead of a 
large list of delinquent taxes to carry on the 
books. Last year the law was emascu­
lated, and there was an increase of the tax 
levy. The increase would have been greater 
but for the fact that it was not generally 
known such radical changes had been made. 

Our tax levy the present year calls for 18 
mills, while with a law compelling the pay­
ment of taxes, it need not exceed 1 5 ^ mills. 
Here a saving of $100,000 could be mads in 
one item, which*is more than double the pro­
posed work of the spigot effort this morning. 

' A SPECIOUS ARGUMENT. 

Almost the only argument used by the 
friends of the Merrill bill, is that the book 
publishers will make some money if i t is 
defeated. We should like to know if book 
publishers will not make some money if it 
passes. Hence, it becomes a question as to 
which crowd of book publishers shall be 
benefited, and that is a matter which i s of 
no interest to the public, whatever-'. 

It is of interest, however, to the public, 
whether a wrong and dangerous principle is 
to be established, and whether the State is to 
use public funds to engage in private busi­
ness interests? Why should not the State 
engage in the manufacture of clothing, or 
give one man a contract for i ts manufacture. 
Clothing is an essential. Every one must 
have it, and it ameliorates more suffering 
than reducing the price of text books. This 
would be as legitimate as any business which 
the State conld engage in, and the very ab 
surdity of the proposition is so great that 
we do not need to enlarge upon it. 

Probably clothing men make some money, 
or they would not engage in the business. 
Probably book men do the same. Does it 
follow from this, that the State shall go into 
the business herself? Is the State to supply 
all our wares, and trust nothing to private 
enterprise and competition? 

That is the whole question at issue in this 
fight. The public do not care whether Mer­
rill and Appleton or Van Antwerp and Barnes 
are to profit by the sale of school books. 
What the public desires is to protect itself 
from being fleeced. By binding the State 
hand and foot to the chariot of 
Appleton & Co., for fifteen years 
Minnesota becomes a willing and help­
less victim. That much is certain. By 
relying on the laws of trade which regulate 
all branches of business as well as school 
books the State does not suffer. The prop* 
osition is a simple business matter, and we 
submit that there is not a single advocate of 
the Merrill bill who would be willing to make 
such a contract for himself personally. Why 
then should any member of th9 Legislature 
inflict upon the State a contract which he 
would not dare assume personally? 

Laying claptrap, buncombe and dema-
gogueism aside, this is the whole question. 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 
*K? 

THE WEEKLY MEETING YESTERDAY. 

Resignation o f President Rice—Gen. Sibley 
Elected as Hi s Successor—The Fort Snel­
l ing Bridge—The Coma Park B u s i n e s s -
Salaries o f County Officers—Retrenchment 
Meet ing To-morrow. 

Upon the assembling of the Chamber of 
Commerce yesterday morning Gen. Sibley 
arose to a privileged question, and read the 
following letter: 

ST. PAUL, Feb. 16th, 1878. 
To the Board of Directors of the Chamber of 

Commerce: 
GENTTJEMEN-—AS other duties will claim so 

much of my time, I find i t necessary to place 
my resignation of the presidency of the cham­
ber in your hands. 

With due acknowledgment for the courtesies 
received from each and every member of the 
directory, and with thanks to the gentlemen of 
the city press, the secretary and his assistant, 
for their aid and cheerful co-operation in carry­
ing out the efforts of the board in promoting 
the interests of St. Paul and the State, I 
have the honor to remain 

Your obedient servant, 
HENBY. M. RICE. 

Gen. Sibley paid a high tribute to Mr. 
Rice and his labors for the city, and ex­
pressed regret at the resignation, but having 
talked with him, was confident he felt he 
could not longer discharge the duties. He 
accordingly moved the acceptance of the res 
ignation, and offered the following resolu­
tion: 

LEGISLATIVE BRIBERY AXD COR-
# RUPTION. 

When a legislator constitutes himself a 
detective police officer, and considers it a 
part of his public duty to nose around among 
parties interested in legislation, offering him­
self for sale, and negotiating the price of his 
body and soul, he exhibits a refinement of 
honor and a delicacy of sensibility entirely 
too exalted for the comprehension 
of ordinary mortals. No punishment is 
too severe for bribery. The lobby has been 
the curse of legislation, and bribery and cor­
ruption, in all its forms and under all its 
guises and cloaks, should receive no mercy. 

The case of Brandt, however, is not one to 
challenge a great deal of admiration. Why 
did Mr. Brandt take this questionable bus­
iness upon himself? Was he so much in­
terested in the passage of the Merrill 
bill? Or was he so deeply concerned 
for the honor of the State? Or 
did Mr. Brandt propose to illustrate, dignify 
and exalt the legislative character? Our 
sensibilities, we must confess, are unfortu­
nately too obtuse and too blunt to appreciate 
properly the self-sacrifice of the incorrupti­
ble Mr. Brandt. We are inclined to think 
that Mr. Brandt is an actor, and an actor 
possessed of unusual dramatic ta lent^ We 
are not informed of Mr. Brandt's repertoire, 
or to use English undefiled, Mr. Brandt's 
line of characters, but we venture the asser­
t ion, that in none is he likely to achieve such 
wonderful success as in that of the "Briber 
and the Bribed,"' of which he is both author 
and hero. Mr. Brandt is an extraordinary 
humorist as his dramatic performance in the 
House conclusively proves. It was an unu­
sual stage, and Mr. Brandt's timidity 
and embarrassment were natural, but 
in consideration of the blunders and 
evident errors in the morning, and in 
consideration of the further fact, that Mr. 
Brandt had to correct Mr. Brandt in the 
afternoon on the record, we must be allowed 
to suggest that Mr. Brandt, on the next 
occasion when he shall take it upon himself 
to delight the legislative theatre, take along 
with him his prompter. 

.; We are compelled to say that Mr. 
Brandt has not exhausted the subject 
of bribery. A man may be 
bribed without taking money, he may violate 

HOW A FRAUD OF $100,000 WAS CAR­
RIED FOR YEARS. 

The Bank of North America, New York, 
must be a pecular institution. Its system of 
book-keeping, of cash balances, and of in­
spection of accounts, has attractions the dis­
honest should make themselves masters of. 
A proficiency in stealing requires great skill 
in what a learned member of the Legislature 
calls "figgers." "Figgers," they say 
never lie. Undoubtedly this was true, in old 
times, but no such heterodox stuff will an­
swer for modern civilization, and the day of 
national honor, public credit and govern­
ment faith as advocated by the goldites. 

As an illustration, take the case 
of the Bank of North Amer­
ica aforesaid. A clerk or book­
keeper of that institution stole $100,-
000 of that bank's funds and 
carried it on the books for 
years. He carried i t until he was broken 
down, got tired of the burden, and one 
morning suddenly decamped as a defaulter. 
During all these years, the directors had 
held their regular meetings, examined the 
books, made and sworn to their semi-annual 
statement, declared their semi-annual divi­
dends, credited and paid to stockholders 
their cent per cent., and all the while 
apparently, and it may be really, totally un­
conscious that there was a hole of $100,000 
in the safe, a leakage, a swindle, a steal, but 
popularly and fashionably called a deficit. 
When the defaulting book-keeper disap­
peared, the truth fell like a thunderbolt upon 
officers, directors, stockholders and de­
positors, and the thunderbolt was heralded 
by all the thunders and lightnings of the 
financial Jove^-Wall street. 

I n this case,the "figgers" lied and lied bad­
ly, and long, to the tune of $ 100,000; The 
lying necessitated scientific book-keeping of 
the rarest kind—to quote Lord Dundreary— 
a kind of book-keeping "no fellah can possi­
bly find out." The investigation in New 
York is not ended. We anxiously await the 
result in behalf of the public. The lovely 
process of concealing a defalcation of $100, -
000 on a bank's books should become public 
property. It will never do to have the in­
vention patented. 

W H E N Mr. Donnelly was advocating the 
Merrill text-book bill in the Senate, he said : 

What right have the cities to present a peti­
tion here? They are not under this law. By 
the action of the school book ring last winter, 
they were stricken out from the law, and now 
they come here and declare that even the farm­
ing community shall not have any benefit un­
der the operation of this law. 

When the bill reached the House, a peti­
tion was presented for the bill from Ramsey 
County, signed almost entirely by residents 
of St. Paul, and unrolled with a great flour­
ish. It seems from this that cities have a 
right to petition far, but not against the 
bill. 

T H E United States Senate yesterday passed 
a bill pretending to be for the relief of pre­
emption settlers, but in reality for the bene­
fit of land-grabbers, timber thieves, etc. 
Senator Paddock, of Nebraska, appears to 
have fathered the thing. If timber and 
mineral lands were strictly excepted from 
any form of entry except for cash at open, 
advertised sales, there would be much less of 
legislation like the bill referred to. 

EUSTIS' bill, introduced in the United States 
Senate yesterday, appropriating money for 
operating the mint and assay office of New 
Orleans, is based on the proposition that in­
creased coining facilities will be needed to 
comply with the act remonetizing silver. 
The New Orleans mint has been closed since 
1861. 

W E are glad to see the movement to se­
cure a pardon for Johan Johanson, whose 
pitiful story was told in Sunday's GLOBE. 
Gov. Pillsbury will do well to temper justice 
with mercy and grant the appeal. J-U 

T H E Senate has confirmed the nomination 
of Charles A. Ruffee to be agent fox the 
Cbippewas at White Earth. 

T H E "visiting statesmen" will doubtless 
claim that Tom Anderson waanot a member 
of the Returning Board at all. An alibi i s 

; the thing. - - „„ :'/•''. J] \->' 
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Resolved, That the thanks of this body are 
hereby respectfully tendered to the Hon. H. M. 
Rice, for the ability and zeal with which he has 
discharged the duties of President of the Cham­
ber of Commerce, for the past three years. 

Mr. Banning stated that he wished to 
second the resolution, and said he had also 
urged Mr. Rice not to resign, but he felt it 
was a necessity. 

Mr. Ingersoll regretted the resignation, 
and suggested that perhaps some arrange­
ment might be effected to retain Mr. Rice's 
valuable services. 

Mr. Noyes announced that he had urged 
Mr. Rice not to resign, but he (Noyes) could 
assure the Chamber that the resignation was 
positive and would not be withdrawn. 

The resignation was then accepted and 
the resolution adopted. 

The Chair (Mr. Ingersoilj said the election 
of a President of the Camber was now in 
order. 

Captain Barney nominated Gen. H. H. 
Sibley, and the Secretary was unanimously 
instructed to cast the. vote of the Chamber 
for him. 

Mr. Banning congratulated Gen. Sibley 
that he was now in a position where he could 
not move to adjourn. 

Gen. Sibley, on being conducted to the 
chair, tendered his sincere thanks for the 
unanimity with which the honor had been 
conferred on him. He would accept the 
position with the understanding that when­
ever he may be compelled to retire on account 
of ill-health or other cause, the chamber will 
accept his resignation of the position they 
had so unanimously conferred on him. 

FOET SNELLING BBIDOE. 

The Fort Snelling bridge matter was then 
taken up and Mr. Lee called for the reading 
of the bill. 

Mr. Ingersoll sent up and had read, a com­
munication signed by thirty or more citizens 
of Hennepin county, asking that the bridge 
be built, and saying that many of them would 
then do their trading in this city. 

Mr. Smith thought there would be no dif­
ficulty in the matter if the chamber would 
agree to the clause submitting the matter to 
a vote of the people and also of raising the 
amount to $75,000 instead of 25,000. If 
this were done, the delegation in the Legisla­
ture would support the bill without. 

Mr. Ingersoll was willing to pay his share 
of the tax. 

Mr. Lee was opposed to voting any sum 
unless submitted to the people. 

Mr. Smith moved to amend by substitut­
ing $75,000, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary and restoring the clause of sub­
mission. 

Gen. Johnson moyed a division of the 
question, which was agreed to. 

Mr. Lee called for the ayes and nays, and 
the vote being first taken on the $75,000 
clause resulted, ayes 14, nays 21. 

Mr. McClung moved to strike out $75,000 
and insert $70,0C0, when Mr. Lee moved to 
indefinitely postpone the whole matter, 
thereby leaving the matter in the hands of 
the Legislature, and the motion prevailed. 

COMO PARK. 

Mr. Thompson submitted the following, 
with the request that they lay over until 
next week. 

WHEREAS, During the past four years the 
Como park purchase has been frequently com­
mented upon in this body and elsewhere in con­
nection with questions of retrenchment taxa­
tion and increase of municipal indebtedness; 
and 
• WHEREAS, Responsible citizens assert that it 
is quite commonly believed that the Como park 
measure was conceived and consummated to 
benefit private interests; and 

WHEREAS, It is desirable that all questions 
effecting taxation or the increase of the public 
debt should be considered and discussed solely 
on their real merits, and that the Como park 
should no longer be used to strengthen or im­
pair the force of any tax payers opinions on 
the present and future policy of the city; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the City Council is respect­
fully invited to appoint three of their number 
to act in joint committee with a like number 
of members of this chamber, to be appointed 
by the president, whose duty it shall be to thor­
oughly investigate and report to both bodies 
upon the following points: 

First—From whom, and in obedience to what 
demand did the scheme for a large suburban 
park originate? 

Second—Who requested the passage of a law 
authorizing the purchase? 

Third—Was the purchase made by authority 
of law, and the issue of bonds authorized by 
vote of the people? 

Fourth—Were commissioners appointed with 
instructions to make the purchase? 

Fifth—Who were the commissioners, and did 
they execute the trust disinterestedly and solely 
with a view to the public interests? 

Sixth—Was the selection of ground the best,' 
which, at the time and under instructions could 
have been made? 

Seventh—Was the price paid for the property 
above its then current value? 

Eighth—Were any attempts made to influ­
ence the commissioners in favor of the proper­
ty selected? 

Ninths-Was any bank or citizen interested 
in the purchase or its results, directly or indi­
rectly with a view to collect or secure debts or 
otherwise? 

Mr. James Smith, Jr. apprehended the 
resolution grew out of a remark made by 
him the other day, which he had understood 
had been construed as impugning the motives 
of certain parties connected with that trans­
action. This was a mistake. All he de* 
Sired to do was to call attention to the fact 
that the purchase was an unfortunate one, 
and far in excess of the needs of the city. 

Mr. Banning, claimed that he had proved 
a prophet and ought to be honored as such. 
A horrible blunder had been committed, and 
let the dead Jbury the dead. Don't stir i t 
any longer. § ^ 

Mr. Thompson said he had heard that i t 
was currently believed that an investigation 
had been attempted in the City Council, but 
had been squelched. He had no interest in 
the transaction, and felt i t due to himself 
and others, to have an investigation made. 

Mr. Strong had heard the charge so often 
that he was glad the thing had been called 
up, and he hoped a full and fair investigation 
would be accorded these gentlemen. 

Mr. W. L . Wilson followed, in the same 
strain. 

Mr. Ingersoll knew Mr. Thompson had 
been instrumental in many o f ' the public 
improvements of the city, and he hoped the 
matter would be investigated fully. ' 

Mr. Smith said the whole matter was only 
a matter of judgment, , No charges had been 

made against these gentlemen of dishonesty, 
and all that had ever been said against i t 
was that i t was an unfortunate project for 
the city. The parties who sold the land 
were not to be blamed. 

Mr. Lee agreed with Mr. Smith. A great 
mistake, i t was patent now, had been made. 
Mr. Thompson's explanation was satisfac­
tory, and he was will ing i t should be done. 

The resolution was then made the specific 
order for Monday next. 

Gen. Johnson said there were three sepa­
rate bills before the Legislature for increase 
of salary, and he therefore moved the Cham­
ber adopt the following: 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this Chamber 
that the salaries of the county and city 
officers, beyond restoring the pay of the Audi­
tor and Treasurer as it was previous to 1st of 
January, 1878, should not be increased at this 
session of the Legislature. 

Mr. Lee opposed the further reduction of 
the salaries of the County Treasurer and 
Auditor, and advocated the repeal of the law 
of 1876, whereby a .reduction had already 
been made in the compensation of these 
officers. 

Mr. Barney contended that the salaries 
were high enough—too high in fact. 

Mr. Cochrane said the report of the com­
mittee on retrenchment was a carefully pre­
pared report, and he was astonished to hear 
that three bills for an increase of salaries 
were now before the Legislature. 

Mr. Berkey thought that unless the Cham­
ber endorsed the action of its committee, 
they would get no legislation this winter for 
a reduction of salaries. He had labored for 
many years for reduction, and now he was 
getting tired of it. 

Mr. Banning moved to postpone Gen. 
Jonhsen's resolution to a meeting of the 
Chamer on Thursday evening. 

Mr. Cochrane moved to reconsider the vote 
whereby the report of the retrenchment com­
mittee was referred to the committee on leg­
islation. Carried. 

Mi-. Cochrane'then moved that a special 
meeting be called for Tuesday morning at 9 
o'clock. 

Mr. Lee moved to amend by making it 
Friday evening. Lost. 

Mr. J. H. Reaney explained that there was 
a misunderstanding on the part of the dele­
gation, and that they did meet and were in 
sesion at the time spoken of. 

Mr. Cochrane's motion was then adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Hodges, the use of the 

chamber was tendered to the State 
Forestry Association on Wednesday 
night, for a meeting of that body, at which 
all members of the chamber were requested 
to be present. 

Adjourned. / 

TIE LEGISIATUEE. 
PROCEEDINGS 

; "-"• f?& 
YESTERDAY AFTER-
SOON. 

Discuss ing Divorce In the Senate—Refusal 
to Reduce t h e T i m e of Desert ion to Two 
Tears—Homestead Exempt ion to be o n a 
Money Instead of Area Basis--The House 
In Committee o f the Whole . ; 

MINNESOTA NEWS. 

Scarlet fever is raging violently in Worth-
ington. 

The ferries at Shakopee have not been 
stopped by ice this winter. 

The Novelty Press, heretofore published 
at Homer, Winona county, is to be removed 
to the city of Winona. 

Wells, Faribault county, has a fully 
organized fire company, well officered and 
equipped, and ready for any emergency, 
night or day. 

Pine Island, Goodhue county, has voted a 
bonus of $20,000 in aid of the Rochester and 
Norther Minnesota railway company by a 
majority of 112. 

During the fifteen years that the institution 
for the deaf and dumb, and the blind has 
been running in Faribault only one death 
has occurred therein, and that was ac­
cidental. ; ; _ ; 

The common council of Faribault has de­
cided to amend the city charter so as to sub­
mit the question of license or no license to 
the people. Another amendment provides 
that aldermen are to be paid $25 per an­
num. 

A three year old daughter of Mike Mill-
house, residing near Cannon Falls, backed up 
against a kettle of boiling lye, which had 
just been set upon the floor to cool, and into 
which she feibjfrom the effects of which she 
expired. 

Kasson, Dodge county, has received and 
shipped during the present year, in ratio to 
population, more tons of freight than any 
other station on the Winona & St. Peter rail­
road, wheat constituting the principal article 
of shipment. 

The fire department of Red Wing numbers 
191 men, the main apparatus consisting of 
one steamer, one hand engine, one hose 
cart, and one fire extinguisher truck. There 
were, during 1877, eight fires in the city, in­
volving a loss of $7,175, on which was an 
insurance of $4,325. 

"Bottom Facts'' Culled For—The Truly 
Good Brandt. 

s [Minneapolis Tribune, j 
Brandt failed to tell whether, when he 

left the headquarters of the book agents, he 
fell in with the representatives of Merrill, 
and was offered fifty dollars better if he would 
make a scene in the House and expose the 
bribery of the other side; and we are there­
fore bound to believe that no such addi­
tional experience befell him; but the man­
ner in which the Merrill partisans followed 
up their advantage, demanding, as in the 
exactly similar case of York and 
Pomeroy in Kansas, that a vote should 
be instantly had on their bill, 
wore a very bad look. It argued a perfect 
knowledge of the situation on the part of 
Merrill's managers, and a readiness to profit 
by the intense indignation |that would natu­
rally follow the disgraceful exposure in the 
House, which had a suspicious likeness to a 
concocted plot, as we are forced to suspect 
this whole disreputable business was and is. 
But whether this be so or not, we trust that 
all the complications connected with this 
text book abomination, will now be probed 
t o the bottom, and the people advised of Ithe 
whole true inwardness of its iniquity. 
We have had several derk intimations, 
particularly from the Pioneer Press, of 
the use of money in the manipulation of 
legislation and in the bribery of "cheap 
newspapers," and now that an opportunity 
i s to be afforded for the exposure of their 
iniquitous appliances, we expect the P. P., 
and all others possessed of information on 
the subject, to come forward and promote 
the cause of decency and good order by tel­
l ing what they know. Let us have the 
"bottom facts," whether they affect the east­
ern publishers or Merrill and his coadjutors, 
the Appletons. Thui far in the history of 
this affair, the only hint at bribery which has 
received anything like corroboration, 
comes from Superintendent*-1 Burt, 
and seriously compromises Mr. 
Merrill, who told Mr. Burt, in a mysterious 
whisper, that i t would be decidedly to his 
interest to favor h is scheme in every possi­
ble way. But if the opponents of Merrill's 
law have resorted to like tactics, which we 
gravely fear may have been the case, we 
trust the complexion of this bribery investi­
gating committee will insure their complete 
exposure and condemnation. We want to 
see the Merrill abomination kicked out of 
the legislature, and not bought o u t ; and it 
is to all intelligent lookers on an inexplicable 
mystery, that this result has not long since 
been reached. 

We suppose the truly good Brandt, if he 
should learn of a bare suspicion that his 
neighbor's wife was untrue to her vows, 
would deem it his bounden duty to g o to her, 
and if possible convince himself by personal 
complicity of the truth of h is dreadful sur­
mises; and t h e n he would stalk out under 
the light of heaven and brand her as an out­
cast upon the evidence of her surrender to 
his own seductive willingness! That i s the 
kind of an immaculate.virtuoso Brandt is." j 

Senate. 
Divorce and homestead exemption were 

the features of the session of this body yes­
terday. The former was very quickly dis­
posed of, the brief consideration developing 
an overwhelming majority against any fur­
ther license for the abrogation of marriage 
vows than now allowed, and the bill was in­
definitely postponed. 

The matter of homestead created quite an 
animated discussion, inaugurated by Senator 
Mealey offering an amendment placing the 
limitation at $4,000 instead of $3,000, as 
named in the bill. Senator Donnelly oppos­
ed any limitation so far as the agricultural 
districts were concerned, but was willing 
the cities should have such 
limitation if desired. Senators 

Armstrong and Doran also announced them­
selves opposed to a value limitation, and in 
favor of the present area system. Senators 
Pillsbury, Hall, Mealey and Henry favored 
limitation, holding that the present law was 
an inducement to rascality, and worked un­
necessary injustice to creditors. Finally a 
motion by Senator Donnelly to indefinitely 
postpone was defeated, yeas, 15; nays, 17, 
nine Senators not voting. The bil l was then 
referred to the Senators above named in its 
advocacy for amendment increasing the lim­
itation, and other minor particulars. The fol­
lowing is the 

Routine Rex'ort. 
ST. PAUL, Feb. 18.—Senator McHench 

offered a joint resolution asking our 
Representatives and Senators in Con­
gress to support the bill pending in the 
United States Senate, for the payment of ar­
rearages of pensions. 

The resolution was adopted with three nega­
tive votes, Senators Hall, Pillsbury and Fin-
seth. 

STATE REFORM SCHOOL* 
A resolution by Senator Henry was adopted, 

instructing the committee on finances to ascer­
tain and report the amount due by the counties 
to the State reform school. 

BILLS rSTBODUCKD. 

By Senator Hall—Memorial to Congress for a 
mail route between Kedwood Falls and Minne­
sota Falls. 

By Senator Waite—Consolidating the public 
schools of Mankato into one district. 

By Senator Doran—Amending the general 
statutes relating to civil actions. 

By Senator McHench—To amend the charter 
of the city of Wabasbaw. 

By Senator C. D. Gilfillan—Legalizing official 
seals. 

By Senator J. B. Gilfillan—Allowing the Uni-
veraalist Society, of St. Anthony, to sell cer­
tain property. Rules suspended and bill 
pats 3d. 

By Senator J. B. Gilfillan, from the commit­
tee on taxes and tax laws—Amending the act 
relating to the assessment and collection of 
taxes. The bill was made the special order for 
Thursday next, at 11 a. m. 

SENATE BILLS PASSED. 

Relating to the appointment of guardians. 
To enable railroad companies to condemn 

lands for the planting of trees and erection of 
screens as protection against storms. 

Relating to the service of process upon 
non-residents. 

Amending the act incorporating the Hastings 
and Dakota railroad company. 

Amending the act of 1876, providing for the 
inspection of illuminating oils. 

Repealing the act of 1877, prohibiting the 
killing of deer in Houston county, for three 
years. 

Prohibiting cattle running at large in Ren­
ville county. 

To fund certain bonds of West St. Paul. 
To prohibit the catching of fish in lakes 

wholly or in part in Ramsey county during the 
months of November, December, January, Feb­
ruary, March and April. 

HOUSE BILLS PASSKD. 

Changing the time of holding terms of the 
district court in Carver county. 

Regulating the fees of commissioners of 
Winona county. 

EOBT SNELLING BRIDGE. 

The bill for the construction of a bridge over 
the Mississippi river at or near For t Snelling, 
was amended to require it to be so constructed 
as to admit the passage of steamers, with piers 
100 feet apart, and was recommended to pass. 

DIVORCE. 

In committee of the whole Senator Waite's 
bill amending the divorce law, by making de­
sertions for two years, instead of three years, 
a cause of divorce, created some discussion, 
Senatjr Waite advocating the change, and 
Senator J. B. Gilfillan opposing, while Senator 
C. D. Gilfillan offered an amendment extend­
ing the time to seven years, announcing his 
belief that what God had joined together, no 
man should put asunder, not even a judge. 
His amendment was defeated, and the bill 
recommended for indefinite postponement. 

HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION. 
The bill of Senator Pillsbury, changing the 

principle of homestead exemption from that 
of area to a $3,000 value limitation, was dis­
cussed at length, developing sufficient strengtk 
in favor of the change to prevent a recommend­
ation for indefinite postponement, the vote on 
this standing 15 for, to 17 against. Many of 
the friends of the change, however, thought 
the proposed limitation was too small, and 
other amendments were suggested, and that 
the bill might be perfected in those respects, it 
was referred to Senators Pillsbury, Hall, Henry 
and Mealey. 

The common carriers bill was made the spe­
cial order for Wednesday at 2:30 p. m. 

The use of the Senate chamber was voted the 
horticultural society to-morrow evening to 
discuss the question of fruit culture in the 
State, and the question of State aid there­
with. 

Adjourned. 

government lands, and therefore subject to 
homestead or pre-emptjon filing. These 
lands have been, of course, improved and 
it would evidently be a great hardship if 
these lands and the improvements were lost to 
the settler. Under the* circumstances it is 
but an act of justice to these poor people 
not to deprive them of the fruits of years of 
toil, on account of the mistakes of other 
parties than themselves, and in introducing 
a bill to relinquish the technical rights of the 
State in and thereto, Major Brnler 
has earned the gratitude of many 
a poor and deserving toiler upon 
the broad acres of the Western frontier. 
According to the late report of the State 
auditor, these lands number nearly 40,000 
acres, and not being, *in reality, swamp 
lands, would never have been set apart to the 
State, but for the mistake above referred to. 
The title of the State being therefore tech­
nical, no injustice is done it in the passage 
of the bill and the restoration of a clear title 
to the settlers who have occupied and im 
proved their lands. 

An effort was made last evening, for an 
evening session, but the indisposition of the 
House to enter thereon, in its present mood, 
was too palpable, and accordingly an ad­
journment was carried. 

To day is likely to be more interesting 
than any preceding, or subsequent period of 
the session. The report of the Page im­
peachment committee, the Brandt investi­
gation, the Cbx investigation resolution, 
the supplementary text book bill with one or 
more special orders—all these are on the 
tapis and will doubtless be taken up during 
the day. Altogether it is likely to be an ex­
citing one, and is altogether liable to be 
fraught with important and interesting con­
sequences, 

Routine Report. 
8r. PAUL, Feb. 18.—The House met 

promptly at three o'clock, and after 
roll call and several unimportant 
corrections in Saturday's journal, Mr. Hinds 
moved to correct the journal of Friday, which 
showed by actual count that upon the amend­
ment to the amendment to the Scott county 
seat removal bill, 49 members bad voted in the 
affirmative instead of 48. as given at the time. 
The amendment, it will be recollected, allowed 
Shakopee to offer a bonus of §12,000 for the 
repair of county buildings and the erection 
of new ones, and was declared lost 
upon a t ie vote, 48 for and 48 against. The 
original record was referred to, and this 
showed that in printing the journal, the name 
of Mr. Holland has been recorded as voting in 
the affirmative, while the original record 
showed that he did not vote at all. Mr. Hol­
land, on being appealed to, could not recollect 
that he voted at all on the amendment, and of 
course the journal was left unchanged, except 
that the name or Mr. Holland was ordered to 
be stricken-from the list of those voting affirm­
atively. Mr. Hinds's motion was also under­
stood to include the further correction of the 
journal so as to show that the report 
of the committee of the whole had 
not been adopted, but the original 
record having disproved the printed 
journal, the matter was allowed to drop. The 
House then went into committee of the whole, 
Mr. Muir, of Steele, in the chair, and by 6 
o'clock had disposed of 42 bills out of a list of 
about 80. These, however, were mostly of a 
local and unimportant character, and the com­
mittee having risen, the House adjourned, after 
having spent an hour in a squabble relating to 
the organization of savings banks, which had 
been excepted from the report of the commit­
tee, and to which Mr. Colvill had offered an 
amendment. 

jQeuae. 

QUACKENBOS' BOSH. 

False Ttintof\f--The Actual Dimroverer of 
America 

To the Editor of THE GLOBE. 

Your issue of Saturday contains a com­
munication from one "G" in criticism of the 
first chapter of Quackenbos' American his­
tory for schools, a text book about to be 
forced into the public schools by the Merrill 
book law. I will not stop to consider 
whether "G" is right or wrong in his attack 
on the character of Columbus as the reputed 
discoverer of America, but simfily to point 
out the fact that if we are to have a com­
plete history of America in our public 
schools, the author should go back to a 
period long prior to Columbus. There are 
abundant evidences of the discovery of 
America at periods long before the fifteenth 
century, and it is proper that the youth of 
America should have some knowledge of 
thern. The annals of Ireland tell us that 
St. Brendan sailed to the Atlantic land in 
A. D . 540, and the account of this voy­
age is well authenticated by various writers 
from his time down. He landed on the 
continent somewhere near the Virginia capes 
and marched into the fciterior of the coun­
try for fifteen days. After this voyage, St. 
Brendan returned to Ireland, and lived not 
only to tell and write of the wonders he had 
seen in the new land, but to become one of 
the most eminent Irish saints. He founded 
the celebrated Abbey of Clorfert, said to 
have had at one time within its cloistered 
walls no less than 3,000 moaks, and whose 
schools were frequented by students from all 
parts of the continent of Europe. He was 
the author of several works, and a man of 
moat wonderful sanctity, and may be justly 
styled "The Patron Saint of America." 

The Scandinavians have established a claim 
to the discovery of America, five centuries 
before Columbus. The "Norse Sagas," es 
translated and published in 1837, by the cele­
brated Danish historian Prof. Rafu, claim 
the discovery of the northern part of the 
continent by the Scandinavians, but also give 
the honor of the first discovery to Irishmen, 
at a much earlier period, and they call 
this country "Ireland it #MikIa.:' 
or "Great Ireland." They further state, 
that when some of the Norsemen went down 
to a region called Hintrt-Maunaland (proba­
bly the Carolinas and Georgia,) "they found 
there," says Rafu, "a white people, different 
from the Esquimaux or! the North, having 
long robes or cloaks, and frequently bearing 

I crosses in a sort of religious procession, and 
One thing is self-evident to the most care- their speech was Irish." These were proba­

bly the descendants of St. Brendan's long less observers and that is that the House is 
in little, or rather no mood at all, for busi­
ness. I t s thoughts are apparently afar-off, 
and dwelling upon unpleasant matters. Not 
to put too fine a point upon* i t , the House 
has not recovered its equanimity since the 
fearful ruffling i t received on Saturday 
laft. . ,..: ;„ v,^..,-,- ]:iy 

Upon its assembling yesterday afternoon, 
it almost immediately went into committee 
of the whole and there remained for three 
hours. During this interval nearly forty 
bills were recommended to pass, but of these 
only a few were general and of sufficient 
importance to warrant especial mention. Of 
these two may be here mentioned. Morse's 
bill relating to the organization of 
savings banks, which was discussed 
the better part of Saturday afternoon, was 
taken up again and pretty thoroughly talked 
over, and finally recommended to pass. 
Upon the rising of the committee, however, 
Col. Colvill, who had been i ts most active 
and determined opponent, moved to except 
it from the report, and this done, offered an 
amendment,which resulted in another hour's 
talk, and finally in the adjournment of the 
House without action.* I, 

The other bill alluded to was Major Bow­
ler's swamp land bill, which fared no better 
than the first named, having been recom­
mended t o pass after having an amendment 
tacked thereon, offered by Major Bowler, 
which included within its provisions all State 
salt lands. The bill was introduced t o 
remedy the negligence, or rather the mis­
takes of the local United States 
land offices in allowing settlers to file 
on, and in some oases, to prove up on cer­
tain lands, under the belief that they were 

robed cross bearing voyaguers. If so, then 
to the Celtic race belongs in fact the honor 
of discovering and peopling America, a work 
they are yet industriously engaged in. And 
in proof of this discovery, besides the com­
plete and authentic Irish annals, there is pre­
served i n the Bibliotheque Imperials a t 
Paris, no less than eleven Latin MSS. vary­
ing in dates from the eleventh to the four­
teen century, all prior to Columbus' era, be­
sides numerous similar works in possession 
of other countries of the European Conti­
nent. 

St. "Virgilius, (Tergal) an Irish monk, 
who, i n the eighth century, preached the 
gospel in Germany with St. Boniface, dis­
covered the sphericity of the earth. It is 
said that the accounts of the voyage of St. 
Brendan and the works of St. Virgilius, the 
Irish bishop of Salteburg, first suggested to 
Columbus the idea of the existence of the 
Western Continent. It is a fact not gener­
ally known that the first man of Columbus' 
expedition to set foot on American soil was 
an Irishman. This is recorded in the work 
of an Italian priest, John Baptist* Torni-
tori, published in the seventeenth century, 
a copy of which i s in the University Library 
of St. Louis. This work relates that when 
Columbus neared the land, the small boats 
were launched to carry the admiral on shore. 
Among the crew was one Patricim Ma-
guirm (Patrick Maguire) \4fco jumped out 
of the boat before they had reached land 
and waded to the shore—being the first man 
of the party that ever landed on Ameaican 
soil. 

Now, Mrv Editor, I •w i l l con­
clude my remarks with the sug­
gestion that if we are to have a complete his­
tory of the discovery of America in the pub-
h e schools, it must be something different 
from the Quackenbos-Merrill edition, and for 
fear that Judge Goodrich, may prevent the 
canonization of Columbus, let us take St. 
Brendan as the patron saint of America. 
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GLOBELETS. 

An 80 pound codfish was lately caught off 
Newport, R. I. 

Candidates for Governor are numerous in 
Pennsylvania. 

Maggie Mitchell is playing in St. Louis and 
Lotta in Philadelphia. 

A Benoit, Canada, women has given birth* to 
living twins joined as ChaDg and Eng were. 

New York city pays yearly into its churches 
about §5,000,000, and into its drinking saloons 
yearly about §60,000,000. 

Chicago has fifty more fire alarm telegraph 
boxes than New York, and twice as. many as any 
other city in the country. 

The failures for January foot up total liabil­
ities of over 87,000,000,* the heaviest of any 
month since the crash of 1873. 

Hugh McCullough. Simon Cameron, ex-Gov. 
Dcnnison and Montgomery Blair arc the sur­
viving members of Lincoln's cabinet. 

The men who advocate gold are mainly those 
who can pay their debts.—JWw York Herald. 
Too often with other men's money. 

The latest Winnipeg wheat item: Thirtr 
bushels to the acre; sixty-two pounds to the 
bushel; sold for sixty-five cents a bushel. 

Small pox is epidemic at Bremond, Texas. 
Nine-tenths of the inhabitants have left the 
place and all the business houses are closed. 

"A member of the cabinet begging a con­
victed forger not to peach." is the Philadelphia 
Times translation of Sherman's dispatch to 
Anderson. 

No masquerade ball has been given in Boston 
for six years, because of a State law providing 
for the imprisonment of persons taking part in 
such entertainments. 

Charles Napier, an English scientist, asserts 
that the relinquishment of meat for six or 
seven months will destroy the de.sire for alcohol 
in the most aggravated cases. 

A bill pending in the California Legislature 
proposes to allow absolute divorce only for in­
fidelity, with separation from bed and board 
for intemperance and extreme cruelty. 

It is thought the Congressional committees 
on patents will report in favor of shortening 
the terms for which patents may be granted on 
agricultural and mechanical instruments. 

Judgments for about .^0,000,000 and nearly 
•*3.000,000 interest were obtained for the city 
of New York against Wm. M. Tweed on the 
13th. The value of the imlgments is not vis­
ible. 

The cabinet has concluded, it is said, not to 
risk the loss of all its few remaining friends by 
undertaking to interfere in behalf of Anderson. 
Wells and Cassanave of the Louisiana return­
ing board. 

The old tariff of England was levied upou 
1 200 articles of import, and produced a reve­
nue of about 9250.000,000 a year. Its present 
tariff, levied upon only 40 articles, produces a 
revenue of over $400,000,000 a year. 

An Indiana paper reports an instance of fast 
life in recounting the late experiences of a 
young man of Logansport, who was married on 
Monday; welcomed his first born on Tuesday 
and mourned or rejoiced over the elopement of 
hiB wife on Wednesday, 

The bitter opposition to the confirmation of 
Hilliard as minister to Brazil, brought out 
among other statements derogatory to his char­
acter, an apparently authentic report that his 
second marriage W»H secretly perormed within 
two months after the d;-ath of his first wife. 

A team of 112 wagons and 450 oxen, carrying 
supplies for the Red Cloud agency, which left 
Cheyenne about Dec. 18th, has been laid up for 
some time on account of the rascality of bosses 
and teamsters, and, what's left of it, will not 
reach the Red Cloud camp until the middle of 
June. 

Louis Riel, the noted leader of the half-
breeds of Mauitoba; who has been confined in 
Beaufort asylum, Quebec, on account of insan­
ity, has sufficiently recovered to be permitted to 
go at large, is said to be in one of the Western 
States, where he will engage in agricultural 
pursuits. 

And now the admirer* of Lincoln and his as­
sociates are praying that a fire may destroy 
enough of the national capital building to in­
clude that great daub by Carpenter, called 
"Signing the Emancipation Proclamation," 
which was a few days ago accepted by ('ongrcn 
as a gift to the nation. 

Spencer, of the State savings institution of 
Chicago, is reported to be willing to return and 
surrender himself, provided a liberal reward 
will be paid to his wife. Unfortunately for 
Mrs. Spencer, it is not believed he could he. con­
victed of any legal crime, though his thieving 
deserves severest punishment. 

A legislative committee in Utah, reporting 
upon a recommendation of the Governor's mes­
sage—that laws be enacted against polygamy— 
claims that polygamy is sanctioned by the bible, 
and is a divine ordinance, and that the Legisla­
ture should not legislate against it, because it 
is a religious belief and practice. 

About this time it is well to remember that 
when the France of Louis Napoleon and Eng­
land, represented by Earl Russell, were ready to 
interfere in our war for the Union, Russia, rep­
resented by Gortschakoff, spoiled Napoleon"** 
scheme by refusing to do anything which would 
wound public feeling in the United States. 

Mr. Samuel B. Evans, of Ottumwa, Iowa, u, 
inclined to the opinion that the mounds of the 
Northwest indicate that the unknown race which 
built them practiced "cremation and. after the 
rites were performed, the remains were covered 
with earth, each succeeding funeral pyre adding 
to the height of the mound. That theory will 
not account for the mounds in northwest Wis­
consin and Minnesota. 

The movement in England for reform of the 
English language, through adopting a phonetic 
alphabet and changing the grammar, is gaining 
many adherents, and at the same time causing 
a good deal of amusement from phonetic spei-
ling bees at social parties. Attempts to spell 
words by sounds, either by pronouncing the 
names of letters of the alphabet or by pronoun­
cing the vowel and consonant sounds, produce 
many funny combinations. 

Eastern papers are publishing records of the 
income tax of 1870, which show that 74,755 per­
sons that year paid income taxes amounting to 
$7,852,511.38, of which amount New York 
paid 36 per ceut, Pennsylvania and Massachu­
setts 13 per cent., Ohio 7 per cent., New Jersey 
5 per cent., Illinois 4 per cent., Maryland and 
California each 3 per cent., and Kentucky, 
Michigan, Connecticut and Rhode Island each 
2 per cent., leaving only 8 per cent, for the 
other 26 States and Territories to have paid. 

Miss Susan Dickie, whose sanity was discov­
ered by her brothers, and sisters being com­
pelled to bring her from the asylum in order to 
obtain a division of their property, had been 
seven years held as an insane person at Bloom-
ingdale asylum. She is heiress to about $200,-
000, which, in the event of her having no chil­
dren, would be divided among her brothers and 
sisters. She was also her father's favorite, and 
might have been left a large portion of his for­
tune had she remained with him until his 
death, which occurred last November. 

A man calling himself Harrison is under ar 
rest at Chicago, for having brought to Chicago 
for exchange §5,000 in $5 bills on 
the bank of Montreal, part of 
the contents of a money package 
stolen between Chicago and Fort Benton last 
August. The money was sent by Bell & Smith-^ 
ers, the New York agents of the bank, and its 
loss has has been kept secret while attempts 
were made to discover the thief, who is now 
known to be a man near Cheyenne, who was ex­
pected to be arrested yesterday. The £5,000 
was recovered from a pawnbroker, to whom 
Harrison had transferred the bills for sal.-, and 
is held at Chicago for the owners. 
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