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IORRIBLE BRUTALTY !

At St. Peter _As‘\_-'lum.

Shocking Tale If True.

Employes” Statemenit.

Investigation Ordered.

When the Senate opened its sesgion yes-
terduy, Senator Rice sprung a genuine sen-
sation by presenting letters making most
serious charges against the management of
the insanc asylum at St. Peter. If true, they
show a terrible condition of affuirs. The
Senate promptly ordered an investigation,
and Senators Doran, Rice, Edgerton, Morton
and Drew were appointed the committee,
T'he following are the charges:

“Allow us. the undersigned, 1o eall your at-
tention particularly to some things which
unght to he very important for the Legislature,
ht which also, perhaps, will be very difficult
to investigate without any personal knowledge
ubout it, viz.: The method and practical way in
which the hospital for the insane is managed.
But we have heen employed at the hospital for
several years (some of us six or seven years)

und have seen and abhorred the treat-
ment the patients have been subject-
el to by those who are hired to

serve, assist and cave for the afllicted. we con-
sider it our duty not only to inform you of it
us a memer of the legislative body and one of
onr countrymen, (the majority of us being
Heandinaviuns,) but also Lo beseech you to
huve the kindness to offer our petition to the
Legislature.

T'o give you some idea about this we will
give you a few facts which transpired while we
were employed at the hospital.

At the branch hospital in 8t, Peter is a man
hy the name of John Bitts, employed ns assist-
ant supervisor, A part of his duty is to see
that the patients are served with wholesome
Tood, clothing and other necessities.

The least we can say is that in regard to food, |
he has been very negligent. The meat, partic- |
ularly, has not only been tough and dry, such
a4 is obtained from old, over-worked cattle, and
unfit for food, but it has frequently happened
that when distriboted among the patients, hair
and manure have been found boiled together
with the meat.

ing the year 1874, Mr. W. Davis had the con
tract.

For.the year 1875 no proposals were offered

the usual day, to hand in my pro
nishing meat during that year,
that the contract had been given ont.

for the year 1876.
A week

at the asylum, or not.

concerning that
answer, that if
would manage things satiafactorily.
upon, I presented my proposal to Mr. Dryer,

Mr. D

have never heard of it since.

shape or way.
with meat, I had to comf)ly with every letter
of the contract as regarding the furnishing of

thing imaginable is bronght there, such as bull

decent market.

State,

committee for the insane asylum, I would most
respeetfully request you to give this matter
your kind attention; besides, there is one man’s
time as a trustee, about up, and it would be
well if the anthorities would at once have,

tain clique, and give everyone a chanee to offer

his desires, or give vent to his ineclinations.

Hoping to hear from yon as & personal friend, 1

remain; respectfully yours,
. Hexny HILDEBRANDT.

Benator Rice said that the charges contained
in the communications were very serious, and
he suggested the propriety of a committee to
investigate, on which he would like to hear
from Henators.

Senator Doran said these were grave charges.
He had also heard serious accusations against
the pencral management of the institution,
especially as to its extravagance. His Republi-
can friends, upon whom the responsibility for
the institution rested, ought to take some ac-

It is also his duty to administer the medicine
to the patients. Oceasionally it is necessary to |
compel the patient to take the medicine.  To |
facilitate this, a wooden plug is placed between |
the teeth so as to open the mouth while the |
medicine is ponred in. i

Bat Mr. Bitts not only forees the month open, |
but when the patients are troublesome, he be-
eomes angry and forces the plug down in their |
tirroats so far, and with such rudeness, thnt not |
only the patient’s mouth, but the plagalso is |
covered with blood, ’

Frequently to avoid the trouble to compel
them to take the medicine he simply pours it |
outside the mouth so it runs down on their |
clothes and not a drop goes where it ought to |
o,

Yeb still worse: Lust summer we had a
patient who had to be compelled to take his
Lood in the same way as was just related about
the medicine, i, ., his mouth had to be opened
und kept open with the plug, while the sonp |
prepared for the purpose was poured in his |
month,

After a time the attendant was ordered by
Mr. Bitts to take this patient to the table
during meals, not to feed him, but allow him
o have his own way to see how long he would
persist in refusing to eat.  This lasted for three |
days, the patient tonching nothing. not even a |
irink of water, After this Mr. Bitts seemed
moved Lo feed him again, and at the third
meal after his three duys fasting. the as usual |
wa sobatinate.

After o time Mr. Bitts hecame very angry
and ordered the attendant and a few of the
other patients to lay him down on a hench and
hold him. While he was thus lying down Mr,
Bitts takes this plug, puts it into the prostrate
patient’s throat and thus prevents him from
switllowing; then Mr. Bitts ponred the sonp in-
to the poor fellow’s mouth. The conse-
quence was that he was choked. 7The at- |
tendant tried to deaw Mr. Bitts' attention to |
this fact, but he answered that it was not dan- |
gerons,  He afterwards did see it was danger- !
ous, thongh, Then Mr, Bittfordered the pa- |
tient to be lifted up and shook, but all to no !
purpose. The patient was then earried in and |
laid upon & bed and the doctor was sent for, |
hint l\'{:("n hie eame in the poor man drew his |
last hreath. |

Those that were present on this oceasion be- |
lieve that this was the reason of his death, but |
of conrse it was not to be understood in that
way or let ont in that light.

Mr. Bitts has also of late heen insulting, |
overbearing and ungentlemanly against his |
subordinates at so many different times, too |
many to here repeat.

In one word, he has been so unreasonable
that we could not remain any longer as em-
ployes at the branch hospital, and sent to the |
superintendent and steward askiug to have Mr. |
Bitts removed, or else stating that we were |
compelled to leave. To this the steward and
superintendent paid no attention. We then
personally applied at the office of the hospital,
but they would not even listen to our trouble,
but the assistant doctor told the stewnrd to pay
ns  off and let uns go, as they
could get twenty to fill onr places.

We then started to put our things in order to
leave, While doing this, the superintendent came
down and said that if we wanted to leave he
conld not prevent us, but we could not get any
money unless we first gave nolice of our leav-
ing, and then staid one month after that, with
the exception of twoof ns, who were discharged
immediately. .

It may seem strange that we did not appear
to the board of trustees, but we knew that it
would be useless, as the trusfees, the doctors
and oflicers of the institution hang together in
a ring, so there can be no change in the man-
agement before there is a change in some of the
office-holders.

We want to except Mr. G. W. Dyer. Heisa
gentleman, knows his business and tries to do
his duty as far as he can.

Mr. Bitts has also an office as sexton ina
church, the hospital trustee and treasurer, Rev.
Kerr, is teacher, from which we think, he also
draws a salary. Much time and work is necded
here, as the church is large and often used.
But Mr. Butts has the patients from the hospi-
tal to do the work and saw the wood which is
needed at the churches, What
right he has to do this, we leave
those to find out whose business it is to see to
it. A careful investigation is needed in regard
to the hospital, as before stated. Therefore,
we think itour duty to inform you about it,
and ask Mr. Rice kindly to lay this hefore the
Legislature,

Very Respectfully,

St. Peter, Feh. 18, 1878.

P. B.—If it should be anything else that we
could inform about, we are willing to answer

any fquestions, Address
N. A, Livyquist,
Box 260. §t. Peter, Minn,
Bigned:
: CHARLES SWANSON,

DeWrrT 0. MorToN,
R. H. McMiLLIN,
A¥DREW HERBERG,
L. A. LiLyqursr,
8. J. TURNER'
BWAN GUSTAFSON.
Senator Ahrens also sent up the followin}®

letter, which was read:

8r. PETER, Minn., Feb, 19th, 1878,
To the Honorable Henry Ahrens, Member of

State Senate:

DEar StR—Knowing and believing that youn
are a man of word and character, I would most
humbly make the statement following below,
to you, illustrating how I have been treated by
G. W. Dryer, steward at the asylum for the
insane, located ot Bt. Peter, Minnesota:

Bids for furnishing good mutton and beef,

tion in the matter, and that speedily, For him-
self, he feared that the charges were not without
foundation in fact, and that the institution
was decidedly rotten. The superintendent he
believed to be a good man, but there was some-
thing wrong. An examinatisn of the reports

| showed that it cost #3.80 a week to care for a

patient, while in his county, just across the
river, the care of the poor only cost 21,50, He
was told, too, he did not vouch for its truth,
that more was paid for every article of food and
clothing used in the hospital, than in any other
public institution in the State. He hoped that
an investigation would be ordered, and that
it would’ be no whitewashing affair.
but go to the very bottom, strike whom it
might.

Scnator Morton said the institution asked
#112,000 last year. The Btate gave it £100,000,
and it is now before the Legislature asking for
a deficiency of $12,500. This was not the first
time he had heard grave charges against the in-
stitution, especially in reference toits financial
management. As items of extravagance, he

j said he had been told that the State was charged

with #5.00 for a cat and #13.00 for a terrier
dog. These charges, he thoaght, should be
investigated by a special commitice, the inves-
tigation going into the entire management
of the institution. He had not a doubt if such
an investigation was had, a votten condition of
things would be developed.

Senator Edgerton acknowledged the gravity
of the charges, and agreed that they ought to be
investigated thoronghly, but until the Republi-
can side of the House had shown a disposition
to shirk an investigation, or to cover up any
derelictions, it should not be held responsible.
He noticed the names of two old Democrats on
the hospital committee, but he had never seen
a minority report from them indicating, much
less ascertaing any of the irreclarities now
charged. He closed by moving a special com-
mittee, with Benator Doran as chairman.

Senator Morton disclaimed any intention to
reflect npon the standing committee. What he
wanted was o committee especially for this -in-
vestigation and one that wonlid go to the bottom,

Senator Edgerton knew of no better man to
head such a committee than Senator Doran,

Benator Doran, recurring to the management
of the institution, said that every year the ex
penses of the institution were incrensed, until
they had become so enormous as to exeite gen-
eral comment. This being the case the Re-
publiean party, who controlled the government,
was responsible  for not ordering an investiga-
tion to see if the increase was caused by the

necessities of the case or extravagance. He re-
peated  his  assertion that he believed
the management of the institution was

rotten, and believed the Governor ought to re-
move the barnacles at once. But he had no de-
sire to be on the committee. His friend Kdger-
ton was an honest man, and he would trast the
investigation to him with perfect confidence
that he would go to the bhottom.

Senator J. B. Gilfillan saidd the Republican
varty never shirked investigation into an al-
}eged. wrong. Rather, they courted it, as the
party represented in this hody now courted in-
vestigation in this ecase. But, in his opin-
ion, they should go slow and act
considerately. All would remember the lhine
and cry raised over alleged irregularities by a
recent State anditor, the long and expensive
investigation which followed, resulting in his
acquittal. He did not think any Senator would
say but what that investigation was made as
thorough as one of the ablest Demoeratic law-
yers in the Btate could make it. But while ad-
vising moderation, he was decidedly in favor of
a thorough investigation, and to the end that
such*might be secured, he would suggest that
the President appoint a majority of the com-
mittee from the minority party.

Senator Pillsbury held that 1t was the duty
of Senator Doran to serve on the committee.
The charges, if true, should be exposed.

Senator Doran stated that he knew nothing
of his own knowledge, only by report and by
inference drawn from the figures given in the
report of the cost of care of patients, ete.
These charges he had before called che atten-
tion of the Senator to, while every S8enator had
the same information.

Senatar C. D. Gilfillan called attention to the
fact that such an investigation as ought to be
had could not be madeduring the remainder of
the session, and he suggested that the commit-
tee be given further time, with instructions to
report to the Governor.

Senator Henry did not think the charge of
extravagance applied to this State institution
alone, and thought the investigation should
embrace them all,

Some further desultory consideration ensued,
when Senator Edgerton’s motion, amended to

make the committee consist of five, with Sen-
ator Doran as chairman, was adopted, and the

matter was dropped.

A Republiean Chairman, That Accounts
For It.

New York, Feb. 20.—Comptroller Oleott has

placed in the hands of the Governor a report
giving abstracts of hills alleged to have been
collected from insurance companies by Super-
intendent of Insurance Smyth, without the
comtroller's audit. A special from Albany says
the Governor has decided to suspend Smyth,
and prefer ch_at&as against him for dereliction
of duty. Bmyth is chairman of a Republican
Btate central committee, and this determination
of the Governor, where known among Repub-
licans, has created t excitement.
Superintendent Bmyth, in answer toa com-
munication from Governor Robinson, citing
him to a; to-morrow and reply to the
charges of Comptroller Olcott, declines on the
ground that he has recently fully explained all

the charges to a committee of the Senate.

according to contract, were offered to the pub-

although I was there, at the steward's office, on paneats

al for far-
ut was told
There
were no public proposals offered during, or

revious to the 26th of December,
1876, I called at the steward's office and asked
Mr. Dryer how he was disposed in offering pro-
posals for furnishing meat for the asylum for
the insane, wherecupon he informed me that he
did not know what to do in regard to that; that
he would see the board of trustees, whether they
would deem it best to establish a butcher shop

I called on several members of the board
glart, of whom 1 received the

. Dyer had said such, he
There-

on the 25th of December, 1876, for furnishing
meat, at therate of $6.95 per 100 pounds, when
er, the steward, informed me that he
would let me know, as soon as possible, and I

Now, Mr. Abrens, you will at once perceive
that this sort of actions aro not fair, in no
When I furnished the hospital

first class meat, but as it is now, most every-

beef, and young veal which cannot scll in a
All I would ask is to have a
fair show hetween my fellow men, as I do not
believe in giving one man all the advantage of
an institution supported and governed by the

Being that you are, and huave heen, on the

or
take in consideration the vile doings of a cer-

{ {
lic at large up to January 1st, 1873. (IONG’ qs N
During the year 1873 I had the con. : RE‘ IO AL'
tract, and executed the same  satisfac- A T =
torily to all parties, in every particular. Dur- | ygxATE FVOTES TO RESTORE FRANK-

o ING PRIVILEGE.

t has been customary that bids were b
brought in for furnishing meats on the 26th of
December of each year, for the year following.

Minnesota’s Senators Divide---The House
Darrell and Admits Acklin,
from Loulsiana---Silver Bill to be Taken
Up To-Morrow.

Senate,

Wasuixaroxn, Feb. 20.—S8enator Cockrell sub-
mitted a resolution instructing the Commis-
sioner on Agriculture to furnish to the Benate
such information and facts as may be in his
possession relating to the disease of hogs, com-
monly called hog cholera, with such suggestions
as he deems pertinent. Agreed to.

Benator Sargent, from the committee on
naval affairs, reported au amendment to the
Benate bill to organize a life saving and coast
guard service. Placed on the calendar. The
bill provides for the transfer of this service
from the treasury to the navy department. The
Becretary of the Treasury, in answer to a re-
quest for information regarding the condition
of the service on the North Carolina coast, re-
commended an increase in the number of sta-
tions, men and months' service, and of their
salaries.

Henator Allison presented a resolution of the
Burlington (Lowa) hoard of trade protesting
against the re-imposition of the income tax,

teferred. *

Bills were introduced and referred as fol-
iows:

By Senator Bayard—To authorize bondhold-
ers and creditors of railroad corporations to
elect receivers in all courts of equity now
pending or that may hereafter be brought in
courts of the United States,

By Senator Oglesby—To provide for indem-
nity to the several Btates under the acts of
Congress, approved March 2d, 1855, and March
3d, 1857, relating to swamp and overflowed
lands.

Senator Wallace presented a petition of the
city anthorities of Erie, Pa., tendering the gor-
ernment certain ground in that eity for a pub-
li¢ buildingz, Referred.

Senator Bailey presented a petition of eiti-
#zens of Memphis, favoring the coinage of a sil-
ver dollar of the value of the present gold dol-
lar, and that it may be made a legal tender to
the extent of twenty dollars.

In the morning hour consideration was re-
sumed of the bill to regulate the compensation
of postmasters and for other purposes and Sen-
ator Hamlin submitted an amendment as an
additional section providing that the President
and Vice President of the United States, Ben-
ators and Representatives and delegates in Con-
gress, the sccretary of the Senate and clerk of
the House of Hepresentatiues, may send and
receive free throngh the mails all written and
printed communications, not exceeding twelve
ounces in weight. After a brief discussion as
to the propriety of restoring the franking priv-
ilege the amem{ment wan agreed to—Yeas 13,
nays 21, as follows:

YEA®,
Allison, Edmunds, Mc¢Donald,
Beck, Garland, Matthews,
Burnside, Grover, Morgan,
Butler, Hamlin, Paddock,
Cameron, Pa., Harris, Ransom,
Chaffee, Hoar, Haunders,
Christinney,  Ingalls, Spencer,
Conkling, Johnson, Teller,
Conover, Jones, Fla., Windom

Davig, W. Va., Kirkwood, Withers-—92.

Dorsey, Lamar,
NAYS.

Bailey, Faton, Ogleshy,
Bayard, Kustis, Plumb,

oth, Ferry, Hargent,
Cameron, Wis.,MeCrary, Saulsbury,
Cockrell. MeMillan, Yoorhees,
Coke, Merriman, Wadleigh,
Davis, 1lls., Morrill, Wallace—21

Mr. Patterson, who would have voted for the
amendment, was paired with Armstrong, who
wonld have voted against it.

An amendment by Senator Hamlin extemd-
ing the provisions of the act of March 3d,
1877, for free transmission of official mail mat-
ter to all officers of the United Btates govern-
ment exeept pension agents and those who ve-
ceive a fixed allowance as compensation for
their services, including expenses for postage,
was agreed to without division. The bill was
then read a third time and passed.

Senator Bayard ealled up the House hill for
relief of the Eagle & Phenix Manufacturing
company, of Columbus, Ga., which was dis-
cussed brictly and passcd.

HSenator Anthony submitted a resolution that
Monday next at 1 o’clock the Senate will pro-
ceed to consider bills on the calendar not ob-
jected to, and that such consideration be con-
tinued from day to day until the end of the
calendar shall have been reached, speeches upon
such bills to be under five minutes. Agreed to.
The Henate then resumed consideration of
the unfinished business, heing the bill to annul
an act of the Legislative Assembly of the Ter-
ritory of Wyoming. to provide for the organ-
ization of Crook and Pease counties, and to
provide for holding court therein, approved by
the Governor of said Territory on the 13th of
December, 1877. The act of the Legislative
Assembly referred to, after providing for the
organization of the counties named, to consti-
tute the third judicial district of the Btate, as-
signed Associate Justice Wm. Ware Peck as
judge of said district, removing him from his
former district.

A lengthy debate followed, which was parti-
cipated in f)y Senators Kdmunds, Davis of 1lli
nois, Teller, Paddock, Howe, Baunders, Dawes,
Hoar and others. During the discussion it was
stated that Judge Peck had been removed from
his district and assigned to Crook and Pease
counties, inhabited only by Indians, because
his administration of justice was distasteful to
certain bad people in the Territory who in
fluenced the Legislature to make the change.
Senator Paddock stated that Judge Peck was
one of these gentlemen who parted his name in
the middle and seemed to think he was an
apostle sent to reform the people of that Terri-
tory. He was pretentious and put on airs not
acceptable to the people of Wyoming.

Senator Conkling said Judge Peck lived long
in the Btate of New York. He was a lawyer in
good reputeand large instruction, Knowing him
and his !family, he, Conkling. must say that
he never heard before nor did he suspset that
Judge Peck deserved snch appellations as the
Honorable Senator from Nebraska, (Paddock),
had bestowed upon him. He knew Judge Peck
to be o well instructed lawyer, a pure and up-
right man. ¢

Benator Edmunds said he had known Judge
Peck personally for more than thirty years. He
was an honored, respected citizen and skilled in
the law, For the last twenty years he had re-
sided in the city of New York and had
been recommended for the position now held
by him by a number of the leading b

Mr, Stephens said he would, at the end of Mr.
Clymer's speech, move to postpone the election
ease, for it had not beeu discussed at all, and
take up the business on the Bpeaker’s table.

Mr. Foster suggested that the gentleman make
that motion now, Mr. Clymer having been re-
fused the floor.

Mr. Stephens made his motion to go to the
business on the Speaker's table,

The Hpeaker remarked that there would first
have to be a morning hour, but he weuld
recognize the gentleman to make the motion to
mone at the end of the speech made by Mr.

on the election case. That gentleman
then addressed the House in favor of Darrell.

Mir. Price was followed by Mr. Candler, in fa-
vor of the claims of Acklin.

At the end of Candler's speech, Mr. Stephens
said he would nov meke his motion ¥ to
go to the business on the Hpeaker's table, but
that that motion would be made to-morrow by
Mr, Bland, author of the measure, immediately
after the morning hour.

Mr. Leonard then spoke in favor of theclaims
of Darrell.

Messrs. Potter and Ellis also favored the
claims of Acklin. The latter in the course of
his speech alluded to the fact that new light
was breaking in upon the negroes of the South,
that they were deserting the false god of rad-
icalism, and predicted that in 1850 the race
wounld he seen voting with the Democratic

party.

Mr. Reed—We saw it done before at the
muzzle of a shot gun.

Mr. Ellis declined to be deawn into any po-
litical dispute until he had finished his speech
on the election case. In the conclusion of his
speech he referred to the letter published yes-
terday from Madison Wells. There could beno
better or more truthful photogeaph of Wells

than he given of himself. It was
a self-drawn portrait, drawn in colors
exuding from a heart as Dlack as
ever beat in mortal bosom. He (Ellis)

could call up witness after witness to show the
duplicity and wickedness of Madikon Walls,
but he would not do so, nor would he go into
the history of Anderson, who for cheating at
cards had received the sobriquest of “Keno
Anderson.'” Yet he would uot punish them.
He would say to them, “‘Go, live in merited
oblivion and obscurity and disgrace,”” He had
no feeling of revenge against them; but he ap-
pealed to the gentlemen to leave the State of
Louisiana alone. Bhe wanted rest and peace
and quiet. For eight f'eus sbe had done the
bidding of the Republican party; but to-day
the shining robes of constitutional liberty en-
veloped her form, and the sceptre of self-gov-

ernment was in her fearless hand. But she
would wield it justly and her great
warm heart would mot heat irrespon-

sive to the call of magnanimity or the de-
mands of mercy. Her hand was™ outstretched
for conciliation, and her heart was throbbing
for peace, and if that hand were grasped and
peace given her, then, indeed, would the dream
of the fathers of the constitution be realized—
of a union which they had fought for in war
and pleaded for in peace.
Messrs. Thornbury, of Tennessee, and Wil-
liams, of Wisconsin, spoke in favor of the con-
testee, after which a vote was taken on the mi-
nority resolution declaring Darrall duly etect-
ed, and it was rejected—yeas 115, nays 139, a
ty vote, with the exception of Cox, of
hio, who voted with the Democratic majority.
The resolution declaring Acklin clected was
adopted without division. Mr. Acklin then
appearcd at the bar of the House and was
sworn in, taking the iron-clad oath,
Ailjt.’:l.\l“hl:d.

WISCONSIN LEGISLATURE.

One of Those Claims Adjourns the Assem-
bly--The Democrats make a Good Selee-
tion for Additional Judge of the Supreme
Court,

[8pecinl Telegram to ThE Groze.|
Mapisow, Wis., Feb. 20.—In the Assembly
to-day the bill fixing the time for holding
special terms of court in the sixth jodicial
circuit as concurred in; 'the bill providing
for biennial seasions was further postponed
till Tuesday next. Martin's old elaim came
up, and pending discnssion. the assembly
adjourned.
In the Democralic legislative eaucus for
nomination of a candidate for supreme court
judge, Senator Paul was chosen chairman
and Assemblyman Holzerhaver secretary.
On the eighth ballott
JUDGE HARLAN 8. ORTON.
of Madison, was nominated, receiving twen-
ty-six votesa to twenty-one for L. H. Ellis, of
Green Bay, and four scattering. The an-
nouncement of the selection of Judge Orton
was received with applause. Both parties
are highly elated over the sclection for the
additional judges of Taylor and Orton.

The Southern Trans-continental Roilway
Praject,

The sub-committee of four members of the
House committee on the Pacific railway, charged
with the preliminary consideration of varions
measures respecting southern trans-continental
railroad communication, to-day reported to the
full commftee, a substitute for all pending
bills. This snbstitute embodies all the main
features of the -bill introduced by Representa-
tive Stephens, in aid of the Texas Pacifiic Rail-
way company. It provides that the eastern
terminus shall be on the east bank of the Mis-
sissippi river, not further north than Memphis,
nor helow Vicksburg, the precise point of cross-
ing, however, to be determined by a commis-
sion of cngineers. No  provision s
made for any branches, and the aid
proposed for the main line from Yort Worth
to San Diego is as follows: The povernment
is to guarantee the payment of five per cent.
intercst on honds to be issued, to an amount
not exceeding $20,000 per mile for 1,150 miles,
and not exceeding 35,000 per mile for the re-
maining 250 miles of road traversing the moun-
tainous country. The sub-committee make as
a new feature a provision that 10,000,000 acres
of land in Arizona and New Mexico, heretofore
granted to the company, shall revert to the
United States, to be sold by the government,
one half the proceeds of sales, together with all
net earnings of the road, and the amount re-
ceived from government transportation of all
descriptions, to beretained in the United States
treasury for payment of interest, and creation
of o sinking fund. The full committee will
probably act upon this report Friday next.

In Memoriam--Pius IX.
WasamveroN, Feb. 20.—The solemn requiem
mass celebrated this morning at St. Aloysius
church, in memory of the late Pope, was attend-
ed by nearly 2,000 persons. Among those pres-
ent were the President's family, Benators and

of the bar of the city of New York, among
whom he had lived. In Wyoming one of the
delegates in the Territorial Legislature and a
lawyer who practised before Judge Peck, was
fined by the judge for contempt of court, and it
immediately came to be nnderstood that Judge
Peck would hear of the matter. Afterw
upon assembling of the Legislature. Senator
munds defended the administration of
Judge Peck, and said under it many rum sel-
lers, gamblers and robbers had been punished.

The bill was then read the third time and
passed.,

On motion of Benator Wallace, the Senate
took up the bill introduced by him to authori
along bond for investment o{ savings, so that 1t
should ceme up as unfinished business to-mor.
TOW.

journed.

House of Representatives.

contested election case of Acklin vs. Darrel,
from the fourth Louisiana district.

Clymer to reply to the sp
by Mr. Garfield.

h made yesterd

the silver bill. The SBpeaker replied it was not.

debate that was not of the regular order,

After an executive session the Senate ad-

WasaNeToN, Feh. 25.—Immediately after
reading of the journal Mr. Harris called up the }-

A short discussion arose as to the right of
Mr. Bland asked if it was in order to move

to go to the Bpeaker's table in order to reach
Mr. Bland then said he should ohject to all |

Congr and prominent officials. The
ﬂor:l gifts were beautiful. Prominent at the
base of the pyramid was a cross four feet high
composed of calla lilies, camelias, carnations
and smilax, with the name of Pius IX in im-
mortelles, the gift of the House committee on
the public library.

The Silver Menw's Programane,

WasHiNGTON, Feb, 20.—The understanding
is that Represcntative Bland will be recog-
nized by the Speaker to-morrow, on a motion,
to proceed with the business on the Bpeaker's
table, and to lay aside all business in advance
of the silver bill, and, following him, Repre-
sentative Buckner will move to refer the bill
to the committee on banking and currency, as
instructed by the recent “‘silver nniyn’’ meet-
ing, wherenpon Representative Btephens will
move concutrence in the Senate amendments
to the bill.

Fire in East 8t. Louis.

81. Louis, Feb. 20.—A fire broke outin
East 8t. Louis at 3 o,clock this morning, de-
stroying Jasper & Koeling’s dry good store,
Mra. Avery Downing’s millinery store, Peter
Bauman’s hotel and saloon, M. J. Walsh's
second hand store, Henry E. Ehihardt’s saloon
Dr. O. P. Winten's office and residence, &
public hall, the and type, eto.. of the
old East Bt. Louis Press, together with sev-
eral frame siructures, unsed as tenements.

| MEETING OF THEIR STATE CONVEN-

INDIANA DEMOCRATS.

TION YESTERDAY,

Resolutions That Are Business-Like In
Their Directness--The People's Currency
Policy--llearty Denunciation of the
Great Fraud, ¢,

INpLANAPOLIS, Feb, 20.—The State Democrai=
ic convention met at the Metropolitan at 10 a.
m. Ex-Governor Hendricks was chosen per-
manent chairman, with the usual number of
vive presidentsfand secretaries. The committee
on resolutions made the following report,
which was unanimously adopted:

The Democracy of the State of Indiana, as-
sembled in delegate convention, declare that
the national bank notes shall be retired, and in
lieu thereof, there shall be issued by the gov-
ernment an equal amount of treasury notes
with full legal tender quality. That we are in

fuvor of maki the United Btates notes,
commonly called greenbacks, a full legal
tender in

payment of all debts, public
or private, except such obligations only .as
are_ by the terms of the original contract
under which they were issucd expressly paya-
Lle in coin. - That the right to-issae paper
money a8 well as coin is the exclusive prerog-
ative of the government, and such money
should be issued in such amounts as the sound
business interests of the public may from time
to time require.
We are in favor of such legislation by Con-
gress as will authorize the taxation by the
Btates of United States notes in common with
all money.
We deem it unwise and inexpedient to enact
any further legislation for the funding of the
national debt abroad, throngh the means of
home syndicates or other methods; and we be-
lieye the true policy of the government and
the best interests of the people, would be sub-
served by legislation so as to distribute said
debt among our people at home, awnrding them
the benefit and practicable opportunities for
the investment of their savings in the funding
debt of the United States.
Weare in favor of such legislation which
shall fix the legal rate of interest at not exceed
ing 6 per centum per annum.
We demand the restoration of the silver dol-
lar of 4124 grains to the coinage of the coun-
try and with full legal tender quality, in pay-
ment of all debts, both public and private, and
that the coinage thereof shall be unlimited and
upon the same terms and conditions as may he
provided for the coinage of gold.
We are in favor of the immediate and uncon-
ditional repeal of the resumption act.
We are in favor of the most rigid economy in
public expenditures and we declare that the
fees and salaries of all public officers rhould be
reduced. ;
We are in favor of the repeal of the bankrupt
act.
We sincerely dsplore the recent violent col-
lisions between labor and capital, and to pre-
vent the regurrence thereof and to protect the
future  public order  and security.
We hbelieve that the wages of employes of
corporations engaged in the business of mining,
manufacturing and transportation should be a
first lien n&mn the property, receipts and earn-
ingaof said corporations, and that said lien shall
be declared, defined and enforced by appropri-
ate legislation.
We favor the passage of a law for the ven-
tilation of coal mines, one that would be just
to the miner and the owner.
The Democratic party is the friend of the
common school'system and will in every legiti-
mate way labor for its success, and will oppose
any attempt to devote any portion of the com-
mon school fund to any sectarian purpose.
The last apportionment of the Btate for legisla-
tive purposes was grossly unjust and dishonora-
ble, and we demand that the next Legislature in
apportioning the State for legislative purposes,
as will be their imperative duty, shall have re-
gard alone to population and continuity of
territory.
The jurisdiction claimed and exercised by
the circuit courts of the United States over
questions of corporate and individual rights
arising under the laws of the Stales, tends to
oppress and burden litigants to such an extent
as Lo amount to a practical limit of justice in
many cases, and we consider the legislation
which has conferred such jurisdietion as un-
wise and hurtful to the true interest of
the people, and we demand such legislation as
will restriet and limit the jurisidiction of such
eourts to such matters as are clearly contem-
plated by the constitution, expressed in the
judiciary act of 1789,
We are opposed toelass legislation, and pro-
test against the granting of subsidies by the
federal government, either in lands, bonds,
money, or by the pledge of the publie credit.
We abhor and hold up to public detestation |
the leaders in the Republican party who se- |
cretly connived and with barefaced effrontery
carried out the scheme by and throngh venal
returning boards whereby S8amuel J. Tilden and
Thomas A. Hendricks, the people’'s choice for
President and Viee President, were wrongfully
kept out of the positions to which a free people
had called them. We hold it up as the monster
crime of the age, a crime against free govern-
ment, & ecrime against the elective franchise,
and a erime that can only be condoned when
the malefactors who seated a fraud in the
Presidential chair are driven from power and
consigned to everlasting infamy by the people
whom they have outraged, and we denounce
the act of the President of the United States in
appointing to high and lucrative positions the
corrupt members of the returning boards, and
condemn the acts of federal officers in attempt-
ing to interfere with the rights and powers of
the Btate courts in the prosecutlon of these
crimes,
Our senators and representatives in Congress
are hereby requested to secure the passage of a
law giving to the soldiers of the Mexican war a
pension sinilar to that now given soldiers of
the war of 1512,

THE NOMINATIONS,
Ixpraxaproris, Feb 20.—The following nomi-
nations were made by the Demuocratic State
convention this afternocon: For secretary of
State, James K. Henklen of Vanderburg
county. For auditor of State, M. D. Maroon of
Montgomery county. For treasurer of Btale,
Wm. Fleming of Allen county. For attorney
general, Thomas W. Woolen of Johnson county.
For superintendent of public instruction, J. W.
Smart, the present incumbent, of Allen county.

HENDRICK'S SPEECH.
Inpiavaronis, Ind., Feb. 20.—Governor
Hendricks, in his speech to-day, said: One of
the Louisiana criminals has been
tried and convicted. The President
and John Bherman say he should
not have been tried. Why not? His guilt and
that of others isshown by the verdlet. Itis a
high crime against the nation and threatening
the stability of free institutions. What are the
relations between the President and Mr. Bher-
man and the accused that authorize or it
an effort on their part to influence judicial pro-
ceedings in a State Conrt. After a long and
terrible contest it is settled that the Btate elec-
tions and State Legislatures must be free from
military influence and control. Ho also
it must be understood that the President
and his cabinet cannot, directly or indirectly,
interfere with judicial proceedings under Btate
anthority. Btate courts must he wholly free
and independent of federal control, except
where the constitution and laws give to the
federal judiciary an appellate supervision. It
is to Be regretted that the acts developed upon
the trial are of such a character as to create
anxiety on the of the}President and many

of his cabinet, but they cannot avoid the effect
upon the public mind of an exhibition of that
anxiety and of u E il iation of the
State authorities. Whilst it is true that the

| that the new bonds should be made redeema-
| ble in coin at the present standard
| That law, gentlemen, had no uncertain mean-

much more is it true of a3 monstrons crime
against the eleetive sovereignty of a nation. The
very fact that it was » i
strongest reason why the condign punishment
of the perpetrators should cover it with per-
pztualinfamy and manifest toall future eonspir
ators against the liberties of the nation the
danger of attempting its repetition.

Bince the ina ion of President Hayes, I
have ed the repeal of the resumption law
as ess. He was pledged to r tion

Every vote for him was a vote for resumption.
1f John Bherman, at the head of the treasury,
holds the position, he will enforce the strictest
and hardest execution of the law, and it is un-
derstood that every bill to repeal the clause
will now be ve 1 have heretofore said that
in my belief the resumption law has been the
source of the greatest calamity to the business
interests and perity of the country. It
has had the eflect of causing men to hoard
greenbacks and the banks to withhold their
circalation. in the fear of being crushed by a
forced redemption in gold. A favorable foreign
trade hﬁ\sromnted a return to specie pay-
ments, if the balances shall continue in
our favor, 1 expect to see our paper at par with
gold at an early day.

Will the restoation of silver money mitigate
the evils of the eontraction caused by the re-
sumption law? That is now the hope of the
business men of Indiana. It is not acheap
money that the people demand or its restora-
tion, but it is a legal tender and coin contem-
plated by the constitntion. When restored it
will become again a standard and measure of
value. Before its demonetizstion silver was at
par with gold, and when restored I think will
rise again to thesame level. I need hardly say
to you that the value of any class or description
of property greatly depends upon the import
ant uses to which it may be applied. Silver
was money. They stripped it o that, its most
important use, and now say it is worth
eight per cent. less thau before, and therefore it
cannot be good money. Is that fair argument?
As a material for the manufacturer of wares
silver will have only the values which that use
can give it; but when stamped with the quality
of money and made a legal tender for the pay-
ment of all classes of indebtedness, it becomes
the active agent of trade and commeree, meas-
ures values and discharges debts, and in such
use becomes correspondingly more important to
society and more valuable. ~ Were gold stripped
of the quality of money what would be the
effect upon its value? Idomnot believe the
penny weight of gold in the beautiful wine
cup is as useful to society noras valuable as
the same weight of gold in the stamped coin
which does its busy work in the channeld
of trade, and the demonetization of gold
would demonstrate that fact. 1 have before
said that silver has become an important pro-
duct of this country, and in as much as the
world recognized it as a money medium of ex-
change; I cannot seec why we should not utilize
our large product of that metal to the greatest
extent that may be found practicable., Its
value as money to this country is too great to
be thrown away. Bhould experience prove
that because of the increased production of sil-
ver there will be a anent and important
difference between silver and gold, Congress is
clothed with ample power to provide the proper
and adequate remedy.

1t is objected to the restoration of silver |
money that it will be in bad faith towards the
public creditors. If I thought that pussible 1
would not favor restoration, however impor-
tant to our interests I might esteem it. My
judgment is so entirely satisfied that I have no
anxiety upon that question. The question is
settled by the fair reading of the public credit
act of 1869 and the refunding act of 15870, At
the date of the former act it was lawful to pay
the five-twenty bonds in treasury notcs
but it was contended that hecanse
of the circumstances attending the cre-
ation of the debt it would not be
pro%er to construe the laws and that payment
ought not to be made in paper. Toremove the
doubt and settle all controversy the act was
passed. 1t pledged the faith of the United
HBtates to payment in coin. 1 opposed the
measure in [the Benate as its effeet would he
to make the law to read that the debt shall he |
id in coin. The bill passed and became a
aw. Thereupon the debt became payable only
in coin—not in gold coin alone, but "in silver
coin as well, for the silver dollar was then a
part of the coin of the country, ns honored in
law and commerce as gold. ext came the law
of July 14th, 1870, to refund the national debt.

That act provided for the issne of
new bonds to the amount of  &1,500,-
000,000 hearing 4, 4! amd 5 per cent.

interest. The bonds so to he issued were to |
be exchanged for the outstanding 520 bonds,
par for par, or sold for coin, and the proceeds
were to be used in redeeming the 5-20 bonds.
In the first scetion of the law it was provided

value.

ing. The new bonds were to be substituted
for all the outstanding 5-20 bonds. They were
to be sold for coin, and it was to be madea
part of their language that they shall be re-
deemable in coin of the present standard value.
My views on this sub jeclt were recently con.
sidered of suflicient importance by a distin-
guished citizen of New York, to call for a re-
view and answer by bimself. He had unques-
tionably given the phraseclogy of the laws rela-
tive to the bonds a closer study than I had, for
it was in the line of his husiness, of his profits.
I had examined these laws with no professional
or business purpose, but only &s a citizen in-
terested in the financial policy of the country. |
He found it useful to his argument to show, if |
Emmihlo, that the law under which the public |
ebt was being refunded, required the bhonds to

be paid in gold. He wused this lan-
guage: “Yet I am sapported by the
opinion of illustrions lawyers

in the land, that gold payments of the debt
are required and muredlmhy the refanding act
of 1870 itself which, indeed, mentions gener-
ally coin in its first section, but then in its
fifth section, to carry out the act, excludes sil-
ver and specifically commands the Seceretary
of the Treasury to receive omly gold coin as the
coin of depogiv and payment.”! I am sure it |
will astonish yon after having this passage |
read, to learn t?ml’. the fifth section has nothing |
whatever to do with the provisiona and sales of

the new bonds. It provides for this and no

more, that the Becretary of the Treasury might

for two years receive gold on deposit and issue

gold certificates bearing & low rate of interest,

und that the deposit might be withdrawn at

any time after thirty days, upon ten days’ no-

tice, and that 25 per cent. should be retained

in the treasury to pay the certificates and the

residue used to redeem the 5-20 bonds. 1 was

criticised by this gentleman for using the words

gold and coin as synonomous in a public epeech.

Yet to maintain his argnment, he asks that it

be believed that coin and gold coin are loosely

used in the same sense in different seetions of

one of the most important laws of the United

States. Gold certificates were to. issue only

upon gold deposits, but in the second section

the bonds were to sell for coin and in the first

section they were to be redeemable in coin of

the present standard value. The solenm assur-
ance given by that law to the public creditor
was that the bonds issued under it should be

redeemable in gold and silver of the weight and

fineness then fixed by law.

Upon this subject I have no new opinions to
express. In my letter accepting the Bt. Louis
nomination for Vice President, I said gohl and
silver are the real standard of value, and in-
deed I would rejoice if our supply of the pre-
cious metals were sufficient for the wants of
our trade and commerce. But we all know
that itis insufficient, and we also have a paper
currency, and therefore I have op) the
policy of a forced resumption of specie pay-
ments based upon contraction by withdrawing
‘the treasury notes from circulation. —The
treasury note has been a safe currency, and
the people have had confidence in it
and have not asked for its redemption. Whilst
it is a safe currency it also is a cheap carrency,
in the sense that it does not represent an inter-
est-bearing obligation of the government. In

title of Mr. Hayes to the office of President
and of Mr. Wheeler to the office of Vice Presi-
dent has been settled under the sol fo!

that mrect and in the respect that itisa
IQEI‘ n ,it isa better currency than the

rms

£ law, and whilst it is our duty, in my jud
‘:nent, ize the title gﬂﬂﬂg
it is in e  interest of public
stability and tranguility to do se

it is none the less true that an imperative duty
demands that fitting punishment should be
visited npon the public oriminals through
whose tous crime that jndgment was ob-
tained, use & judgment is final and con-
clusive tt:smn ‘Loe reason why imm:ui shounld
be granted to the criminal through w per-
jury it was obtained. If this is true of & simple

= mtll:eMt;enl Bee-:u;] of t'l.htla‘se views I
ve urged re not only of the resump-
tion clause, but also of th{! provision that
sought to substitnte bank notes for outstand-

ing treasury notes.

gohl‘hu duty rests on the legislation of
this country than the prompt and final settle-
ment of financial nuﬁmnm- right and
permanent basis. ql‘mthe and the sho
mdthcmnh@pvl:ea.muthemtlppuq
for a final deci that, as far as may be,
finance may be taken from politics, so that un-
der a stable adjustment confidence and pros-

property judgmént, rendered in a court of law,

ship lines

(APITAL AFFAIRS.

PROPOSAL TO TAKE AWAY OURR BT~
ROAD GRANTS.

Important Action of the Export Trade
Con\'tnllml--.\ppuinlmeul of R Yers

at Benson and St Clond--Action of (e
Committees, Lo,

Wasamxarox, Feb, 20.—-The Hounse comimities
on public lands today agreed to report to the
House a bill

FORFEITING ALL LAND GLANTS

to the following named railroads, with o recom
mendation that it be printed and recommitted
for consideration of the committee. The rail-
roads named are the Nothern Pacific, Toan
Pacific, Atlantic & Pacifie, Oregon (ot
Hastings & Dakota, St. Panl & Pacific.
Vincent Extension & Braingrd Branch, Wiseo:
sin Central, North Wisconsin, Houghton & On-
tonagon, Detroit & Milwaukee, Little Rock
& Fort Smith, St. Louis & Iron Mountain, New
Orleans, Baton Rouge & Vicksbure, North
Louisiana & Texas, Florida & Gulf Centrul,
Pensacola & Georgia, Alabama & Chattanoos:,
Crose & Chattanooga, Mobile & Girard, Cooon
& Tennessce, Alabama & Florida,Band G uif,and
Ship Islands. It isestimated this bill if pas
will restore to the public domain aboat e
kundred miilion acres of land.

The committee olso agreed to

REPORT FAVORABLY

upon the following bills: For restoration to the
market of certain lands in the territory of
Utah; which provides that the secretary of the -
interior may offer for sale the present Indian
reservations in Utah territory and to settle the
Indians of said territory in the Minta vall
that such reservation be restored tothe
domain for disposition as other lands.

Torestore all vacant unappropriated lands
heretofore withdrawn for the Mississig
Missouri railroad, in the Btate of lown, situst
ed more than twenty miles from the amended
line of route, and that all actual scttlers now
residing on said lands, be permitted to enter.
not exceeding 160 acres for each head of family
or single man over 21 years of age.

Granting additional lands to Arkansas for
the use of schools.

And equalizing the bounties of soldiers whe
served in the late war for the Union,

sand

iy

The Erport Trade Conrvention.

Wasmiyatox, Feb, 20.—The export trude
United States convgiiion after much diceus.-
ion adopted the annexed resolutions:

First—All interests in the country demand
maintenance or enlargemnt of ocean steani-
between the United Btates and all
places that can offer a market for our products,
because the products of our forests, of ou:
soil, of mines and of mills demand the larget
outlet that can be obtained for them,

Becond—That public policy no less than na-
tional pride demands that such lines shall Le,
as far as may be, American
owned and American sailed.

Third—That wherever a  discriminating
charge or charges are made aguinst export
from the United States or ageinst American
vessels, efforts should be made speedily to ro-
move all such diseriminations,

fourth—That for promotion of American
steamship lines to foreign countries o general
law ought to be passed by Congress providing
under proper restrictions, for mileage CO Wi
sation for sea carriage of mails betwes
United States and foreign ports in A
steam vessels—first, because such a poliey is i
harmony with the practice of the United States

built, Amoerican

n the

in its internal postal serviee; second, becsiose
the experience of all foreign com
mercial nations has proved tlu

policy of liberal mail pay to be effeetive in
the creation of new lin
sary for the maintenance of old ones:
becaunse such nations still adbere to '
policy wherever the conditions in which the
linea ure placed call for its  continunoes
and fourth, heenose such st mehips may
come valuable adjuncts to the navy o ewe o
war,

Joseph Brown, of St. Louis, offered & roaols
tion calling wpon the general povernment 1o
make liberal appropriations for |
of the pgreat waterways
Adopted.

Mr, Reese, of Pittabizrgh, moved the appoint
ment of a committee to fo a national ex-
port board of trade, to continue the boasiness o
the convention afteradjournment, The chai
winted Walker, of Massachusetts, Reese s
Vetherell, of Pennsylvania, Seth Law, .
New York, and Hayes, of Detroit, Mich.

Resolutions were presented by Mr, Hayes
the following effect and adopled un:
That the convention considers il it
ment of a department of commerce of I
impaortance to the business of the conntry ; that
the convention views with alarm the 2t see
tion of the new tariff Lill, and will use all Loo
orable means to induce Congress to eliminate i
from the act.

Adjonirned sine oiv.

Immediately affer adjourniment the conve
tion proceeded to

THE EXECUTIVE MAXNESION,

often to be peee--
thixd.

nprove e ut

of the  ecounte

where

they were received in  the Fast
room by President Hayes, the members heing
introdaced by Gos, Lippett and Elliot (L
doin. Gov. Lippett stated the object of

convention, saying that it was from no pers.
al orselfish motive that they songht the ey

tive influcnce, but it was in cousequence
great suffering of husiness men during Uie §
four years, and they desired t

COln e

particularly should be opened so
country additional markets for ite
| tions,
President Hayes replicd that be conld sp
only generally upon the matter, but he Leac !
conenrred in the purposes that broucht th

convention together ;
of business did not pr
features, but he thou
waus manifested, espe Iy in Sautl 1
and our sister eonntry, Mexico, to extend cor
meree and friendly relations,

A visit was then paid to Secretary Fog
the Btate Department after which the

men separated.

that the present outl

enl miuany cncours

it that the disposit
A

tn, ot

grent le-

Minnesota and Other Appoiutuients,
Wasmizaron, Feh, 20.—The President nomi-
nated Wm. H. Greenleaf, receiver of publie
moneys at Benson, Minnesota; Wm. B, Miteh-

ell, receiver of public moneys at 8t. Cloud.
Minnesota; and John C. Davis, of Indiana,
register of the land office at Bauta Fe, New
Mexico,

The President has appointed as honorwey
commissioners to the Paris Exposition, Oshorn

1. Heath and John M. Gregory, of lllinois,

Miscellaneons,

Wasnixatox, Feb. 20,—The House commitiee
on elections to-day referred the contested elec-
tion case of Frost against Metcalf, from the
third Missouri district, to a sub-committee,
Messrs. Cobb, Chandler and Hiscock, with
instructions to examine the papers, and report
whether or not there are sufficient grounds for
a contest to warrant the further consideration
of the committee.

The House committee on  railroads and
canals to-day heard the closing arguments on
the bill providing for an appropriation of
£1,000,000 to make a ship cana of the Dis-
mal Bwamp of Virginia and North Carolina,

Rear Admiral Daniel Ammen has prepared a
letter to the Secretary of the Navy, requesting
to be placed on the retired list. Captain Earl
English will succeed Admiral Ammen as chief
of the burean of navigation.

The House committee on mili affairs to-
dey examived Adjutant General Townsend in
the line of investigation looking to a reduc-
tion of th_c army,

Bouthwick G:i't:ne. cashier of the United
Statea treasury resigned, to take effect the
81st of March. Guthrie has been connected
with the treasury fifteen years. Ascistant
Cashier Whelply is performing the duties of
cashier temporarily. 1t is understood Guthrie's
resignation was desired, although no charwes

perity may return to every intereat.

have been preferred againat him.

!
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