‘“ Gieneral Washburn not only happens to be

engaged SOMEWHAT in the mill

ness, but is also a candidate for Congress.”—

Bill King, in Pioncer Press, October b.
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“I give the Farmer the Lowest Grade his
sack contains, and submit that it is just what
he is entitled to.”—Leonard Kinsell, inspector
Jor Washburn Minneapolis}Mills, in a card in the
Pioneer Press, Oct. 13.
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lastingly Damn Him,
A “GLOBE” ENVOY AT THE FRONT

Furnishes “Reports” Which Strike
Home at Wheat Ring Robbers.

AN HONEST GERMAN TALKS.
Positive Instructions from the Minne-
apolis Ring to Use the Jokers so

as to Cheat the Farmers,

ONE MAN SHIPS TO ST. PAUL,

And Realizes Thirteen Cents Per Bush-
el More Than the Ring Would
Pay Him at Hancock,

ANOTHER ESCAPES THE RING
And Thereby Realizes Sixteen Cents

Per Bushel Above the Ring Price.

FARMERS STAND BY EACH OTHER

Who Would be Free, Themselves Must
Strike the Blow.

LET YOUR WATCHWORD BE

Down With Washburn and the Swind-

ling Brass Kettles,

[8pecial Correspondence of the Glohe. |

Monnts, Stevens Co., October 10, 1878.
—I am now fully convinced that there exists
a gigantic and unscrupulous wheat ring, in-
volving the Millers’ association in Minneap-
olig, and that this combination is fast ruining
the farmers in the section of the country on
which these conspirators prey. All along
the line of the St. Paul & Pucific road there
is one eontinuous howl of indignation, espe-
cially on the part of the honest tillers of the
goil. Kvery farmer I have met sgsures me
that at the presant price of wheat, and the
rascally manner in which it is graded, it will
be impossible for him to pay his snmmer
expenses, and that now, after several years
of desolation by the grasshoppers, he is con-
fronted by even a worse enemy, whose pur-
pose ig total ruin to the farming interests.
The farmers all know this—all see it, but
how to break this ring, is, with them, the
great question.

At Dassel, below this town, the mer-

chants do mnot seem to be alarmed
particularly, but here it is different,
for wheat i leaving the place and

geeking other channels, and the effect upon
their trade is very perceptible. I am
pleased to be able to say that at Dassel,
while the farmers do not justify the grading
or the weight of wheat, yet all speak well of
Mr. H. P. Breed, the agent at this point. In
several cases he has told the farmers that,
wnder his tnstructions, he could not grade
his wheat at more than No. 3, yet if the
farmer would pay for running it through his
mill, he might make it reach No. 2. With
the farmer’s consent he has done so, and the
wheat has been lifted ome grade, that is to
No. 2. Some wheat had beon hauled sixteen
miles, and then back again to Mr. Breed,
simply because he exhibited a disposition to
not only explain to the farmer why these
things are so, but because he is reasonable in
his demands. As this is an excepfion to the
general rule, T am happy to put it in print,

At Dassel, while talking with a group of
farmers, one of their number interposed an
objection to the statement that the 1ing was
robbing them of their wheat, and began to
defend the Millers’ association, when hot
shots from the crowd somewhat cowered
him; and subsequently I learned he was a
stool-pigeon for the thieves, and had injected
himself between them and the
farmers, in the garb  of an
honest man—the farmer's habiliments
—in order to break the force of the conver-
sation which bad ocewrred, and thereby let
the ring down easy. It is by these means
that these men—of which Washbmn is a
party—expect to succeed.

At tais point, ever since the first load of
wheat was brought in, there has been trouble.
Myr. L. B. Perkins, keeper of the hotel here,
informs me that his son, living nine miles
out, brought in some wheat to the elevator,

. which on being graded weighed 5714 pounds,

just one-half pound less than 58, the grade
of No. 1, and in consequence of the lack of
this one-half pound, it wes sent down {o
grade No. 2, valued at 55 cents, while grade
No. 1 was 71 cents, a difference of 16 cents
per bushel, just because of the deficiency of
half a pound on a bushel. My, Perkins
took away this grain; had it ground into
flour; sold the flour for $2.50 per hundred,
and thus made out of his seventeen bushels
of wheat over and above what hs wounld have
made if left in the elevator, $5.42! Mr. P.’s
opinion is, that both the elevator and Millers’
agsociation are to blame. Now it should be
remembered that flonr made out of No. 3
wheat i3 as good as No. 2, and while the
farmer sells his wheat at grade No. 3, that
wheat is made into No. 2 grade flouy, on
which the Millers’ association make their

profit. When the wheat iz once in
the hopper it i8 a great trouble
for the farmer +to get it ont,

and knowing this fact, the agent of the Mil-
lers take the advantage, and the poor farmer
goes away minus fifteen cents on a bushel.

I met Mr. Ole N. Urness, an honest Nor-
wegian, who had brought his wheat eighteen
miles to the elevator at this point, who on
learning that it graded No. 3—he would have
let it go at No. 2, although he is sure it was
No. 1—hitched up his team, and with his
wheat, drove home again, making thirty-six
miles in his journey, and nothing for his
crop.

Messrs. Wolf, Wells & Stone, large mer-

chants here, denounce the method by which
go much difference is made between the

grades of wheat. ‘L'hey think it is altogether
too much, and the effect upon their trade is
very perceptible, They incline to think the

WASHBURN'S NEMESIS)

An Outraged People Rise Up to Ever-

and the Millers’ association.

M. Elmer, the proprietor of the American
house—and remember, I have liberty to use
all these names—gold his wheat for 80 cents,
as graded by the agent. He did not call for
his tickets until the next day, when the agent
told him he could pay him pnly 78 cents.
Mr. Elmer is an old grain man, and he made
that agent come to time in double quick.
Unsophisticated farmera could not have done
what Mr. Elmer did, and hence they suffer
what was attempted upon him.

Mr. McGrail, an inteiligent® gentleman
who has traveled extensively through Ste-
vens, Otter Tail, Wilkin, Donglas, Wright,
Todd, Stearns, Pope, Swift and Big Stone
counties, says the feeling is intense among
the farmers as to this robbery, and they all
unite in expressing their belief that the
whole trouble can be placed upon the Millers
association at Minmeapolis.

The hall in this place, on the night of the
10th, was densely packed with an eager
crowd to hear Mr. Donnelly. R. M. Rich-
ardson, formerly of Little Falls, was chosen
to preside. The crowd was so great that the
chairman requested no applause lest the floor
should give way. Not an inch of standing
ground was available. Donnelly is gaining
friends every hour, and judging from what
I hear, will be the next member of Congress
from this district. He is conducting the

campaign admirably, and all that can pos-
sibly defeat him will be the ill-gotten” green-
backs of W. D. Washburn.

Another Letter—More Facts,
[Special Correspondence of the Globe.]

Bexson, Bwift Co., Oct. 12, 1878.—Every-
where I go I find the farmers terri-
ly indignant over their treatment by the
millers of Minneapelis, and this feeling is
wide spread, extending in every direction.
At this point I observed thirty teams at
what is called the Farmers’ elevator, and
one at the regular or old elevator. I in-
quired the cause, and learned that it grew
out of the treatment the farmers had re-
ceived from the agent of the ring, and they
were determined to have no more to do
with him.
In addition to the many facts I have al-
ready sent you I learn that in Pope county
farmers who can get only 20 cents a bushel
for their wheat, are taking it back home
again.
Trains of wheat are daily leaving Morris
for Alexandria, an inland town, where there
is no elevator, and where they get
better weight and better prices than
at Morris. There are private buyers
at Alexandria, and the farmers are better
satisfied. One man’s wheat weighed 62
pounds, but the agent graded it No. 8. That
i8, reduced the price from 71 cents down to

about 40 cents, because thera wes  Litle
cockle in the wheat. The man took it home,

ran it through the mill, and it brought him
71 vents, or graded No. 1. The effect on the
merchants of Morris is disastrous, and the
same effect will be on all the merchants in
all the towns along the line of the road. 'This
will soon be seen by our wholesale dealers,
who will find collections slow of the country
merchants, simply because the farmers, either
not selling their wheat or carrying it to an-
other point, have reduced the volume of
trade.

Mr. M. C. Chamberlain, of Lac qui Parle,
is very outspoken, and expresses the opinion
that the Millers’ association at Minneapolis
is to blame. He has been a great deal among
the farmers, and says the feeling against the
robbery is deep and earnest.

Mr. M. N. Merrill, of Lac qui Parle, had a
crop of 1,500 bushels of wheat, 500 bushels
of which he contracted to sell to the agent
of the millers for 55 cents per bushel..
They graded it No. 2, and offered a less cum
than 55 cents, when he considered the con-
tract off, took the wheat to a mill, had it
ground into flour, which ranked A No. 1.
Then Mr. Porter, of Winona, offered Mr.
Merrill 71 per bushel, and took the 500
bushels, which.-the agent of the millers
would not give him 55 cents, for which they
had contracted. That is, they sought to get
from Mr. Merrill No. 1 wheat for less than
55 cents per bushel, for which Mr. Porter
subsequently gave him 71 cents per bushel,
making a difference of over 16 cents to the
bushel in favor of Mr. Merrill. Comment
on this case is unnecessary. The millers are
selling flour at $3 per hundred out of much
of the wheat which they grade as No. 3, and
for which they give about 50 cents per bush-
el, when they ought to give 75 or 80 cents,
and herein is the steal.

Mr. C. A. Winship, of Hancock, was of-
fered 48 cents per bushel for wheat at the
elevator in Hancock, which he refused;
shipped it to St. Paul and received 61 cents
per bushel, just 13 cents per bushel in his
favor. A good deal of wheatis being shipped
to St. Paul, and more would be, if cars could
be obtained. The agents of the Millers® as-
sociation smell a mice, and have been up
here trying to smooth down the bristles of
public opinion, but they don’t smooth worth
a cent.

L. Mars, of Pope county, near Hancock,
shipped to 8t. Paul, two weeks ago, wheat
which netted him 10 cents clear over and
above that which he could get at Hancock.

But, whatever doubts I may have had
about the millers, those doubts have been
removed to-day by transactions which have
passed under my observation. I entered
what is termed the farmers’ elevator at Ben-
son, and there I met a good, honest German,
who kindly gave me the information I so
much desired. He showed me his books,
wherein that day he had taken in forty-eight
loads of wheat, or 1,700 bushels, the average
number of bushels per day being 1,800.
This immense business grows out of the de-
sire of Mr. Thornton, the proprietor, to deal
fairly with the farmer. When the wheat is
brought in and runs 571¢ pounds, then the
elevator cleans it for & few pouunds on the
bushel, and by this means it is graded No. 1
or fifty-eight pounds. If it goes less than
fifty-eight pounds, then the difference is only
eight cents, instead of fifteen per bushel.
By these means the farmers get good prices
for their wheat, the elevaior is popular, the
town is benefited by the trade, and the oppo-
sition institution has abyndance of time to
meditate over its foolishness. - .
Entering the elevator, [ agked the honest
|

difficulty lies with the agents of the elevators |

German, “ Can you show me how you weigh
wheat?™"

Z“Oh yes,”;he replied, and immediately
he brought forth that little joker, which
hasn’t a8 much brass in its composition as
belongs to the, Millers’ association, and
ginking it down into the wheat so that only
the rim waa visible, he proceeded to scoop
the wheat with his hands very carefully into
its virtuous maw, strokel it gently across
its mouth, and then lifting it lightly he bal-
anced the gcale, and it brought down the
beam at fifty-four and a half pounds!

“Well,” I remarked, “that is pretty neatly
done.. Now, will jou pour out the wheat
and fill up again.”

‘“Certainly, gir,” said the good-natured
German, as he proceeded to fill it. “Now,
wait a bit,” I said, and with my baby finger
I tapped the little joker, ever so gently, and
then it was filled up again, the copper beam
slid slowly over the top; the German weigh-
ed apain, and it went fifty-six and & half
pounds.

“Now, my friend,” I asked, “why do you
not weigh in that way, rather than the way
you firgt showed me?”

“Oh, that wouldn’t do, because
the millers at Minneapolis instructa Mr.
Thornton to weigh as I showed you first,
and if he does not, he is charged up with
the difference. Mr. Thornion went to Min-
neapolis and protested with the millers, but
it did no good. He was instructed to weigh
just as I first showed you; and if he don’t
do it, they will not buy the wheat.”

Now, here is the pivot upon which this
whole business turns. The millers bny
wheat to make into flour, not to send the
wheat to Milwaukee. For this flour they
get their own price, and they take advantage
of the arbitrary rule established by the Mil-
waukee board of trade, to cheat the farmers

in the manner I have described. First, the

”Wh&nt i8 not perfectly weighed; and, second,
it is not properly graded. And between
these two mill stones the farmers are being
ground to death. The whole business has
got to be remodeled, and some legislative
action taken thereon, or the wheat growing
interests of this State will be permanently
crippled. Wise men should see the coming
storm and try to avert it.

A CONTRAST.

Mr. Donnelly and Mrd Washburn at Cot-
tage Grove.

To the Editor of the Globe.

Corrace Guove, Oct. 12, 1878.—As an
index of the current of public sentiment, I
send you the following account of the meat-
ings, respectively, of Mr. Dounelly and Mr.
Marghall at this place. The former spoke
here on the 8d to a large audience, occupy-
ing fully two hours, during which time there
was the most intense attention, and at the
close Of the ppoech three ronsing cheers were
given by the delighted multitude.

Gov. Marshall was Lere on the 9th, the as-
semblage being so meagre that it waa not
deemed proper to oceupy the hall where Mr.
Donnelly had spoken, und the little audience
remained in Mr, Fusher's store, on the
counters and ®n boxes, while the ex Gov-
ernor blackguarded Mr. Donnelly.  During
the meeting nor at its close not a cheer
greeted the distingunished speaker’s speech.
All thi3 occurs at Cottage Grove, once the
great stronghold of Republicanism. 'The
sentiment amongst the masses is strongly for
Mr. Donnelly. Thereis no enthusiasm for
Washburn, and why?

First—He killed off all respect in the
breast of all honest Republicans by his treat-
ment of Dostor Stewart.

Second—There is nothing in his personal
business or political character to create ad-
miration or excite enthusiasm. -
Third—The principles he is supposed toen-.
tertain—for he advotates nothing—are not
popnlar amongst the people.

On the other hand, Mr, Donnelly is en-
lightening and electrifying the public mind.,
and the doctrines he so ably advocates are
spreading rapidly amongst the people. Many
Republicans openly declare that they won’t
vote for Washburn, while others avow their
intention to vote directly for Mr. Donnelly.
Washburn's money cannot. buy anybody
here. EBeNEzER AYRES,

MOR LAW.

Its Unjustifiability Under Any Circum-
stances,

To the Editor of the Globe.

The views expressed by you this morning
in your editorial upon “Mob violence and
the law’’ are most dangerous and pernicious.
Mob law is never justifiable under any cir-
cumstances. What are courts of justice for
if a few men can take the law into their
own hauds, and in the heat of passion gay
this man must die instantly, and without a
chance to be heard. When you admit that
mobs ‘‘are too often unreasoning and hasty
at arriving at conclusions, and not infre-
quently visit punishment upon innocent per-
sons,” that is enough to destroy everything
that ean be said in favor of mob law. One
of -the fundamental rights of every man is
that hia life or liberty shall not be taken
away except upon the judgment of his peers.
We elect for our judges the most honorable
and careful men among us. They fit them-
selves by years of study to judge of what-
ever may be brought before them, in a de-
liberate and dispassionate manner. Yom
would have us believe that this man and a
jury of twelve disinterested persons are less
competent, after hearing both sides of a
case to decide it, than & mob of infuriated
citizens, picked up- it may be in
the street, ignorant ome-half of ‘them
of ~what 'they are to do, only
crazy to do something rash. . What
certainty is there that this mob in its excite-
ment may not murder the wrong man? Or,
if they secure the one they intended to, that:
he may not have some reason for what he
hag . done—some d¢fense that they know
not of? { BT :

It is true that soms guilty men escape, and
it is to be lamented; but is it not better that
a dozen guilty men escape -than that one in-
nocent one should be punished? I have en-
tered into this social compact with the un
derstanding that I shall never be condemned
until I shall have been heard, and it does not
add to my comfort to be told in earnest that
some night I may be dragged ont of bed and
hung, and_ the hanging be justified.on the
ground that a,great crime has been com-
mitted which justifies ' mob law, and - that in
their zeal to punish the criminal I have acci-
dentally swong in his place. . LExy,

MINNEAPOLIS,. Oct. 14, 1878, ‘ :

. ‘Wheat Quotations.
/|Bpecial Telegram to the Globe.]

BavE Cexrre, Minn., Oct. 14.—No' change
from Baturday's- prices; No. 1, 71c; No. 3, 63c;
No. 8, 48c; No. 4, 28c. F0w ' 1F

[Bpecial Telegram to the Globe.| 2

MeLrosE, Oct. 14.—No change in wheat
Rrilou since Baturday; No. '1.'?1%? No. 2, 63c;
0, 8, 480; No. 4, 20, ~ *

FARMERS’ REBELIION]
They Beard the Lion in His Den and
Shake Him Up in a Way
He Despises.

THEY MEET IN MINNEAPOLIS

And Strike Home at the Washburn
Ring Which is Robbing
Them.

“LITTLE JOKER"” TESTERS TESTED

And Found to be an Arrant Swindle
and a Snare.

THE RING MAKE OVERTURES,

But they Meet With the Cool Comfort
of Defiance.

DETAILS OF WRONGS RECITED,

‘Which Even a Chamber of Commerce
Committee Cannot Defend.

ORGANIZATION VS. THE RING.
The Farmers Will Declare their Inde-

pendence and Combine for
Protection.

The farmers of Hennepin county met ac-
cording to call for the purpose of investigat-
ing the wheat ring said to exist in the city
of Minneapolis.

The farmers assembled at Mendenhall’s
hall about 10:30 A. M., there being fully fifty
persons present, representing seveu of the
twenty towns in the county. W. 8. Chowen,
of Minnetonka, was chosen chairman and L.
H. BSchofield, of Bloomington, appointed
secretary. The secretary read the call under
which the meeting assembled, and those
present immediately commenced business.

GENTLE OHARLEY CLARK
(who is a sly dog—is Charley) made a few
brief remarks and moved that the meeting
resolve itself into a mass convention, as
there were many farmers present who would
be pleased to participate.

Mr, Hamilton, of Richfield, gbjectad. He
said that calls had been sent into
ail the towns of the county, and he did not
enjoy having the meeting packed by ‘out-
giders. When the convention came to vot-
ing Le wantod the -gufferers to have the
81y-80.

On motion the following committee on
credentials was then appointed: Joseph Ham-
ilton, of Richfield; D. E. Dow, of Minne-
tonka; and Wiiliam Kill, of Bloemington.

DELEGATES.

After mature deliberation the committee
reported the following named gentlemen as
armed and equipped with duly authenticated
credentials:

Wm. B. Chowen, D. E, Dow, Charles Bassett,
Minnetonka.

J. T. Blaisdell, J. A. Bull, 8. C. Yancy, Min-
neapolis,

C. H. Clark, C. J. Woodward, Abel Wilson,
Richfield.

C. E. Hastings, A. P. Lane, G. D, Miers,

'Champlin.

J. Mahoney, Wm. Kell, Walter McLeod,
Bloomington.

D, D. Moore, 8t. Anthony.

J. M, Durnam, A, H. Benson, A. J. Coulter,

‘Brooklyn.

DISOUSSION.
‘While the committee on credentials was
out quite a running fire of statements was
kept up. The ball was opened by Charley
Clark, stating that he had
WEIGHED HIS WHEAT
before starting from home, and that it had
gone fifty-nine pounds to the bushel,
while on being graded at the mills it had
only gone fifty-six pounds.
Mr. Clark moved the appointment of a
committee of three to

TEST. THE TESTER —
that is, to get the little brass timble from
the grader at the®mills, and have it com-
pared with the sealed state measures at the
county treasurer's office. Adopted; and
Joseph Hamilton, J. D. Bchofield and E.
Benson appointed as such committee, with
instructions to report at 3 o’clock ». M.

Then the discussion was continued, and
became general, the whole tenor of it being
against making the matter politieal, and
only deinanding that justice should be done
the farmers. All were favorable to an or-
ganization of the farmers, not to

FIGHT THE MILLERS' ASSOCIATION,
but to defend and protect the rightsof the
producers.

Mr. Hamilton said that there was a certain
district of country which was naturally
tributary to the Minneapolis mills. For
twenty years past this district was considered
the property of the mills in this city, and
the Minneapolis ‘millers had paid no atten-
tion whatever to it, while out on the lines of
road beyond the limits of the district they
sent buyers who bought and paid from ten to

FIFTEEN CENTS PER BUSHEL HIGHER
than was paid the farmers here. 1t was all
& plan to build up the rich and grind down
the poor. ‘The millers knew that no other
buyers would dare to come into Hennepin
county to bny wheat, and if the buyers did
come they were bought off, and the farmers
compelled to sell to the Millers’ association.
It was well known the . - .- i :
- LABORERS OF THIS CITY

paid as much for flour to feed their families
88 was paid by people of Boston, while the
millers of Minneapolis could afford to ship
the flour to Boston, pay the freight on it and
sell at the Minneapolis price. :

' At this point a recess was taken until 1:30
P.M,

AFTERNOON SESSION.

On reassembling the following eommittee
“on resolutions was appointed: W. 8. McLeod,
James A, Buall, Jeremiah Mahoney, 8. C.
Yancey and C. E. Evaus.

On motion a committee consisting of
John Blgisdell and D. D. Moore was
appointed to investigate as to the ity of
ugil::o;n the mﬁm asa tesiarw
| At this point C. A. Pillsbury and C. H.
Pettit appeared as a committee from the

.| Millers’ agsociation, and submitted the fol-

lowing
' DOMMUNIOATION:

a nunmﬁumxz of t::ds farmers of Hmmupix;
county in this ci , for the purpose o
inquiring into algged g-nyevmeea in r:grd to
the manner of doing business by the Millers'
association; and,

WHEREAS, It is of the ntmost importance that
the most friendly relations should exist be-
tween the farmers and the millers, and all
cause of complaint, if any should be found to
exist, should be removed; therefore,

ZFesolved, That the members of the conven-
tion be invited to appoint a committee of farm-
ers to visit the mills and the Millers’ associa-
tion, and to make such examination as they
desire, and that every facility possible be
offered them to make snch investigation.

Resolved, That Charles A. Pillsbury, C. H.
Pettit and E. B. Andrews be a committee to
Wait npon ‘said convention and communicate

these resolutions.

Crocker, Fisk & Co., J. A. Christian & Oo.,
Bull & Newton, G. W. Goodrich & Co.,
Hobart, Bhuler & Co.,

C. A. Pillsbury & Co.,
Washburn, COrosby & D. R. Barber & Son.,
8. B. Brown & Co.,

0.,
W. H. Hinkle & Co,,  Leonard, Day & Co.,
Raussell, Hineline & Co.
The communication was laid on the table.
The discussion was then renewed. Mr.
Dow stated that he had gone to the mills with
a load of wheat consisting of forty bushels,
His grade was fixed at No. 3, and

HE KICKED.

He then drove over the river to the East
Side, and sold his wheat there, receiving No.
2 grade, thus making by his short trip across
the suspension bridge,

THIRTEEN DOLLARS AND A HALF,

Mr. Townsend thought it would be a
fine speculation for the farmersof Henne-
pin county to pay the #750 bonds of some
good honest miller, and have him agree to
take all their wheat at an honest grade.

MRE. BLAISDELL'S EVIDENCE.

Mr. William Blaigdell then submitted the
following affidavit :

About the first of August I did my threshing,
and immediately after, before the wheat had
been emptied from the original sacks in which
it was placed from the machine, I brought two
loads to Minneapolis, and it was graded by one
of Pillsbury’s millers, going fifty-eight pounds
to the bushel, and I was given No.1 grade.
The following day I hronght in two more loads
from the same identical lot, which was graded
by the regular wheat ring grader, and he an-
nounced that the grade was No. 8. T instructed
my man to turn around and carry the wheat

.back to the farm, as I smelled a swindle, and

determined to ship the remainder of my wheat
to Milwaukee. Before I left the vicinity of
the mills, however, Mr. C. A. Pillsbury exam-
ined the wheat, prononnced it as good No. 2,
and wanted me to let him take it and ship to
Milwaunkee for me. This I declined to do, say-
ing that I would do my own shipping, as I dis-
covered a disposition to steal the wheat, and I
did not know bat they would steal “the money
after it had been sold in Milwaukee.

I returned home with the wheat unloaded in
my yard, and covered it with straw, but did
not empty it from the sacks, and on the follow-
ing Tuesday or Wednesday again placed the
same wheat on my wagon and drove to Minne-
apolis. The same man graded it who had
graded identically the same wheat six or seven
days before, and pronounced it good No. 2, and
I sold it to Hobart, Bhuler & Uo., receiving No.
2 prigg for it. -

I make this plain statement of fact, and
leave every one to draw his own inference.
This is my own experience this fall, and I will
now state briefly another 1ncident that came
within my own observation:

hile T was on the platform with my wheat
another farmer came in, and the grader stated
that his wheat weighed 553{ pounds, coming

p‘.ﬂ ISTORICAL SOCIETY.
e ——

Testing A of the Discovery of
4he Source of the Mississippl River.
The Minnesots Historical society held its
regular meeting last evening at the rooms of
the railroad commissioner, a8 ita own rooms
are almost untenantable now, owing to the
much more go than nsual, and the proceed-
ings very interesting.

THE BCHOOLORAFT EXPEDITION.

A letter was read from Rev. W. T. Bout-
well, of Stillwater, who was a member of
Sooolcraft's exploring expedition, in reply to
a request for him to write a paper on that
subject :

Brinuwares, Bept. 20, 1878.
To the Becretary Minnesota Historieal Bociety:
DEar Bre—Your favor of the 11th came du}y
to hand. I regret to say that the state of my
bealth is such at present as to forbid compli.
ance with your request. -
Allow me to call your attention toan egre-
gious error in Colton’s geography in relation to
the true sonrce of the Mississi pi, caleulated to
mislead the ehildren and younth in enr schools.
The error (page44) is this: ‘‘Minnesota contains
a great number of beantiful lakes. Among
them is Itasca lake, usually considered the
sonrce of the Mississippi. although the real is
found a few miles from the lake in a small pond,
from which the river issues in a small rivulet
only two feet wide and scarcely one foot in
depth. As it flows from Lake Itasca it is from
fifteen to twenty feet wide.” How such an
error found a place in one of our common school
books, I am at a loss to conceive,
Certain it is, it.-was never from any record of
the expedition made by Mr, Schoolcraft. Iam
concerned only so far as historic truth and the
honor of my early friend is concerned. For the
information of any who may desire, what is
matter of fact, I will add, that on our arrival
at Red Cedar or Capena lake, the Indians in-
formed Mr. B. that he could not reach Itasca
with his large canoes. He ordered the part
(thirty-five all told) to go into camp. Hi
then procured five small Indian canoces, ten
or twelve feet long that would carry three per-
sons each, reserving one for himself. Mr. 8.
assigned the others to his interpretor, Lient.
Allen, Dr. Hanghton and myself, each manned
with a bow and wteersman. The second day
we reached what the gnides told us were the
highest forks. Mr. 8. decided to ascend the
sonthern and return by the northern. We
made our way up this tributary till our eraft,
small as it was, would float us no further, and
which the Indians told us would land us ina
marsh or swamp. Our men now took both ca-
noes and their effects on their backs, and a
tramp of two or three miles bronght us to the
eastern shore of a small lake (Itasca) covering
a surface of five to eight acres, oblong rather
than round. We embarked and made for a
small island covered with timber. Mr. B. or-
dered one of his men to cut a flagstaff and lash
the stars and stripes on the top of the highest
tree. In the meantime he coasted the lake in
seach of an inlet, shonuld there chance to be
one. He reported “nonewhatever.” Oneobject
of the expedition, the highest source of the Afis-
sissippi, wan attained. Entering the outlet on
the north I requested my men to pause a mo-
ment, and out of curiosity I stepped
or jumped from bank to bank abont
three feet above the water, and no
marks or indications of cver being overflowed.
That Mr. 8. or any of his arty are responsible
for the grave error in one of our school hooks
1 cannot beliave. In d ding we @
occasional rapids and large bonlders, in
one of which Lieat. A. was capsised and lost
his gun and compass, the latter beyond recov-
ery. I will briefly add that in 1834 I became a
resident at Leech Lake. In '35 or'36 Mr. Nicollet
called on me and spent some time in my fam-
ily desirous of visiting Lake Itasca. Not able
to pany him myself, I procured for him

within a quarter of a pound of the y
56 to make it No. 2, and he was graded No. 8.
A miller stood by, and said: “I would like the
wheat, and would be willing to pay more, but
am under bonds to forfeit $750 if I pay more
than the price given by Mr. Andrews,”’—this
Andrews being the agent of the wheat ring.
WILLIAM BLAISDELL.
Bworn and subscribed to before me, a notary
publie, in and for Hennepin county, on the
11th day of October, 1878.
Hexny WADE RoGERS,
[Notarial Beal.]  Notary Public,
Hennepin county, Minn.
Mr. A. P. Lane, of Champlin, said he had
been a miller for thirty years. The system
of grading wag all wrong. There was very
little difference in the product of flour be-
tween No. 2 and No. 3 wheat. Farmers
could make from 10 to 15 cents per bushel
by
GRINDING THEIR WHEAT

and marketing their flonr. More, if a farm-
er's wheat went over sixty pounds to the
bushel, did anyone ever hear of the generous
millers paying a greater than No. 1 price
therefor? Not any!
RESOLUTIONS.

The committee on resolntions submitted
the following resolutions:
That we believe that the present mode of
testing wheat is unjust, and that nothing less
than a sealed half-bushel should be used.
That the difference in price between No. 2
wheat sand No. 3 is too great. That we believe
that there is but very little difference between
the two grades for flouring purposes.
That we beheve the Millers' association
should not be governed by Milwankce grades,
as they buy for manufacture and the Milwan-
kee grade is a shipping grade.
That we believe the inspector should be inde-
pendent of the Millers' association,
The resolutions were adopted.

THE LITTLE JOKER.
The committee appointed to test the little
joker by the county treasurer’s weights and
measures submitted the following report:

Your committee first visited the Arctic
mills, where the following tests were made:
The tests were made on a haif bushel
measured in the sealed measure belonging
to the county.

The little joker, 52} and 52%{ pounds per
bushel. .

On common grocers’ scale, 54 poands per
bushel.

At the Holley mill—

The little joker, 5914 pounds per bushel.

On grocers’ scale, 60 pounds per bushel.
At the Anchor mill—

The little joker, 57 pounds per bushel.

Grocer's scale, 58)¢ pounds perbushel.

Respectfully snbmitted.

The eame committee was instructed to
make further tests, and report at some fu-
ture meeting. . 5

> A DREEZE,

L. L. Twitchell, reporter for the Tribune,
here made a breeze by saying that the farm-
ers shouldn’t make a row with the millers,
but should thank them as benefactors for
the good prices they were receiving.

This drew William Blaisdell  to his feet,
who remarked that Twitchell was. the hired
man of the ring, and hadn’t any business to

drop in his yawp. This twitched Twichell
off his feet, and he snbsided.
; FARMEES' FOOL.

Mr. Chowen, the president, then took the
floor, and recommended that the farmers
of Hennepin county meet organization with
organization. He proposed that a farmers’
association be orgamized, with the agreement
under bonds to pool their wheat, and not
gell a grain until the officera of the associa-
tion had made a bargain and got the best
possible oﬁerthqreiog,and then gell in bulk.
He elaborated his point, which was well re-
ceived, and the committee, consisting of
Hamilton, Benson and BSchofield, was ap-

Adjomned at the call of the committee.

g::int:g;‘: :n om%‘: uﬁ? ml:]l‘:pogim ester, Executive committee—Norman Green,
ing as early as possible of all the farmers in
‘the

WazExas, It is understood that there is to be ;

a couple of pguides. On. his return he told me
be had made the discovery of a higher source
than that of Mr. 8. Idid not then, nor do I
now believe in a higher or any other source than
that discovered by Mr. 8., any more than that
I did or could have stepped or jumped fifteen
or twenty feet across the ontlet of Itasca. I
am desirous to learn from what source such an
error found its place in one of our common
school text hooks. That' Mr. 8. published an
account of the expedition is probable, though
I am not aware of it. Neither do I know that
Mr. Nicollet ever published an account of his
discoveries, If so, I would like very much to

meet with it. My only object in the above is
the correction of a gross mistake.

Yours respectfully, W. T. BoorweLL
Other interesting correspondence was
read, among them, letters from Rev. 8. W.
Pond, Gen. J. H. Baker. Dr. D. W. Hand,
and others, consenting to prepare and read
papers and addresses before the society.
Rev. E. D. Neill withdrew his motion
made last meeting, to have a committes ap-
pointed to revise the society’s charter.

THE QUO WARRANTO.
Hon. A. Goodrich read a resolution which
had been adopted by the board of corpora-
tors, the defendants in the pending action
asking the supreme court to do thus and so,
and offered a lengthy preamble and resolu-
tion, in effect & request from the executive
couneil for the same thing. Objection was
made to it by several members, on the
ground that it was wrong and indiscreet to
interfere in any way with the court at this
stage. The resolution was rejected, ayes 1;
noes 15.

AN EMPTY TREASURY.
The secretary said the treasury had loug
been empty, and he had no funds to carry on
the operations with. As we would soon
have to remove into the new rooms now
being prepared for us, he needed some $300
or $400 for furniture,
Gen. Sanborn proposed a gubscription.
Mr. Drake said, that as the intention of our
opponents was to ‘“freeze” us ount by stop-
ping our revenue, we had better accept it
in that spirit, and not fit up the rooms. We
arenot to blame for it. Finally, the secre-
tary was ordered not to exceed $150 for the
plainest and most necessary furniture.
The convention then adjourned.

HOW THEY GRADED.

A Fair Lot of No, 2 Offenders—0Oue No. 1,
and No No. 3 or Rejected.
The judge ascended the rostrum humming
‘‘this wheat, buy and buy."
The clerk took umbrage. ‘‘There’s no buy
about it, it's a sell and a political dodge,"”
said he,
“Well,”” mildly remarked the judge, ‘‘the
ring” of the mausic .filling his sonl,
** we will sort 'em out in lots. They all are of
low grade, though." :
“John Bullivan, drunk and disorderly, two
offenses. We'll grade him No. 2. Do yon
catch, Mr. Clerk? And that grade is selling in
this market house for £10. He hasn't the
money. Well, he's a bad lot, and we'll put
him in the bin (jail) for fourteen days.
‘“George Illingsworth and B. Mohler, both
drunk, Two again, Mr. Clerk. Grade 'em No.
2. No sale, put 'em in the bin for four days.”
“Oliver Ames. He pleads guilty to a drunk,
.and will pay? He aims high and ‘we'll grade
him No. g?prime, and test him for £5.” i
“William Grushes, stole $1,600 from his
paternal. We will have to grade him No. 1,
Mr, Olerk. But as there’s no selling that grade,
we'll have to keep this lot over to the 23d inst.”
*“These other lots, B. Linsted, William
L. Mintzer and Michael Nash, are here
a8 nuisances. We will reject them.”

‘Western Unlon Telegraph Election.
New York, Oct. 14,—The election for officera
of the Western Union telegraph resulted in the
choice of, president, Norman Green; vice-presi-
dents, Augustus Schell, Harrison Durkee, An-

son Btager, H. MoK. Twombly, John Van Horne;
secretary, C. R, Brewer; treasurer, H. H. Roch-

W. H. Vanderbilt, Edwin D. Morgan, Augnstus
Bchell, Harrison Dorkee, S8amuoel F. Berger,
Hamilton McE. Twombly, Jas, Parker, Jas. H.
Barkes, A. B, Cornell.

WASHBURN'S SWINDLE,

That Celebrated Failure Which Left
Him Three Hundred Thou-
sand Dollars.

A DENIAL THAT DON'T DENY.

How the Assignees Managed the Game
and John Martin Raked
- Em Im:

A GAME WITH SIX PARTNERS.

In Which Washburn’s $18,000 Note
Figured at Sixty-five Cents on
the Dollar.

ANY ONE COULD GO TO EUROPE,

‘Who Steals His Pine, Uses the Little
Joker, and Scoops His Creditors by
the Hundred Thousand.

A few days ago the Grose published the
following “little joker:’
To the Editor of the Globe.
Mixsearoris, Oct. 0.—In yesterday’s issne
you stated some fucts about W. D). Washburn's
bankrupt awindle, and I beg leave to state that
H. Leighton, Minneapolis, E. D., was a ereditor
of said estate for abont 24,000, and got only
£2,000 for hia claim, or nearly 50 per cent.

Yours truly, Jack CoLriws,
The following reply to the above appeared
in yesterday’s GLope:
MiNNzEaPOLIS, Minn., Oct. 12, 1878.
Editor 8t. Paul Globe.
DEar Bin: The statement made in your paper
this, morning, over the signature of “Jack
Collins,” that at the time of his assignment
W. D, Washburn ewed me £4,000, of which I
got only $2,000, is absolutely false. Mr. Wash-
burn did not at that time owe me one cent, and
I never lost one cent by him at any other time.
Plense make this correction as plain as youn
have the false accusation. Yours,
(Signed) HerMAN LEIGHTON.
The Minneapolis 7'ribune last evening was
in such a frenzy over this little matter that
it announces that the reply of Mr. Leighton
had not appeared in the Grosr, though it
had already been published, and was inserted
within a few hours after its receipt. Wo were
confident that there was something concenled
on Leighton’s part but in our desire to do
prompt justice to Mr., Washburn we did not
delay its publication a moment and we re-
gret that it should have escaped the close
observation of the distinguished editor ot
the Tribune.

A COINCIDENCE.

Before proceeding to the merils of the
swindle the Grope wishes to call attention
to a coincidence. On the 9th inst., the
Grope received a communiecation relative to

‘Washbnrn's  failare, signed by W.
W. FEastman, John Martin  * and
H. T. Wells, the assignees who

settled up the failure. The body of the
communication was in a bold business hand,
written on heavy paper, and the signatures
were made by the respective parties named.
On the 13th the Grose received the letter,
purporting to come from Mr. Leighton,
which is given above. This letter is in the
identical handwriting of that used in the
assignee epistle. The paper, ink, &e., is ex-
actly the same and, as in the other case, the
signatare is the only thing different from
the body of the letter. The letter is written
in ink and the signature in pencil, showing
that the letter was prepared and taken to him
to sign. It is evident that meither epistle
was spontaneous, and both probably came
from Washburn’s headquarters. The pen-
manship very closely resembles that of
Charles Washington Johnson, Mr. Wash-
burn’s secretary and man Friday. Itis evi-
dent that Washburn has started a literary
burean to prepare defenses of himself which
he sends around to secure signers.
THE TRUE INWARDNESS.

Mr. Leighton’s letter of denial is not all it
seems, and is, to draw it mild, a substantial
untruth. Previous to Washburn’s failure
there was a firm of six partners, divided into
two triplets. That is, John Martin (one of
‘Washburn's assignees), Ed. Libbey and J. B.
Gilfillan comprised one wing of the firm,
and H. Leighton, A. Leighton and Wm.
‘Wakefield the other wing. Martin and Gil-
fillan furnished the capital, and the others
did the chief portion of the work,
and  when Washburn failed he
owed the partners $18,000. While that was
the actual situation only one of the six had
a legal claim and that was John Martin—he
having taken Washburn’s note to himself in-
dividually for the $18,000 due the partners.
Hence Mr. Leighton's prepared statemnent
that Wasi.burn did not owe him a centis a
legal truth and a praetical lie.

And now comes in ths “little joker,”
which is worse than the *“brass kettle” as a

cheat. Gilfillan buys in the $18,000
note held by Martin for  sixty-
five cents on the dollar and

the four partners, other than Gilfillan and
Martin, took the sixty-five cents and lost the
remainder of their claim. Martin and Gil-
fillan then put in the note at its face and
took pine land therefor, and now Martin
comes in and certifies that everything was
honorable in the failure, and Leighton 18 1n-
duced to sign a statement whose only basis
for truth lies in the technicality we have ex-
plained.
This little transaction simply shows how
‘Washburn, by collusion with some creditors,
wronged others, and how the assignees
worked in claims at from fif.y to sixty-five
cents on the dollar, making creditors believe
that was all they conld realize. How many
claims the assi had an interest in and
divided the discount with. Washburn may
naver be known, butthis transaction of Mar-
ﬁn;;. shows great possibilities in that direc-
tio
It is not surprising that Washburn should

have three hundred thousand dollars remain-
ing after such a settlement, with which te
go to Europe, and buy a nomination and
election to Congress. If the assignees, who so
valiantly rush to the front (in Chawles Wash-
ington’s hand-writing), will write a history
of that failure and its s;t;lem;x‘:,tﬁ 1:}:::& (;‘u&ﬁ
promises i e

learn wh:r?: 3:2:" ot!- the mml:ay came from
which ismow being used as a corruption
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