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MoxroomeRY Braie wants to have Tilden
nominated in 1880 for the Presidency. 'The
{irat time on record in which a corpse hag
fried to resurrect a corpse.

Tnere is a growing suspicion that the
Mew Orleans convention next week is another
Tom Beott, Texas Pacific affair, in which
caso the upper river has nothing to gain by
Leing eonnected therewith.

\

Tue Grope never stands still. Tt will be
issned to-morrow as usual, This of itself
waonld warrant Thanksgiving. In fact, the
renders of the Grope have a little thanksgiv-
g of their own every day in the year.

Arn of the public officers of Chicago who
ure under indietment for conspiracy to de-
fraud the government, unite io declaring
that they are innocent of the great trans-
gression.  No one who knows them expected
that, like "Lopssy, they would ’fese.” It
isn’t their nature.

Tne Springfield Republican thinks that
for the Republican party to nominate Grang
in 1830 would be an act of suicide. It but
reflects the unanimous opinion of Conkling,
Biaine, Bristow and Sherman., They are
all fearful lest the party should nominate
anybody but themselves.

Eveexe Hare bag gone to Michigan to
visit his father-in-law. Zack doesn’t think
ba!f 8o much of the boy now as he did be-
fore he got such r bes-Murch-ing in August,
but yet the old man hasn’t got so much of
an advaniage, for “Gene can cast his de-
feat by Christiuncy into his face.

jiLn Wasneury would evidently like to
mnzzle the Grosr, and hence his threat in
the fspateh of a libel snit.  The Dispatch
thinks it is time his friends insisted on such
a procedure.  We trust his friends will con-
tinne to insist, aud if he saccambs tio

their wishes he will reslize the
full  source of the injonetion, “save
me from my friends.”” 'The Groun

would like nothing better than to meet Mr.
Washburn in a tribunal where witnesses can
be compelled to testify, We doubt whether
Washburn's friends can induce him to face
the mutic, and we base this doubt upon the
supposilion that he is not guite a fool. The
Groer is ready, however, and will promise
him more amusement than be can obtain in
a lifetime in oecupying purchased Congres-
sional seats.

OF THi INSANE

COMMITTIER.

The report of the Benale Investigating
Commitles was hauded to the Governor at a
late hour yesterday afternoon, and is given
in full in this issue of the Grese. It will be
seen that it i3 altogether a different docu-
ment from the bogus affair which a disre-
putable newspaper undertook to palm off
upon the publie as the report—which fraud
it styled ‘‘enterprise.”

"Uhis report ought {o open the eyes of the
publio relutive to the manner in which our
public institulions are managed. * The Cora-
mittee have presented the facts in a clear
These fasts wonld have borne a
good derl more severe comment than that
induiged in by the committee, and we think
they have erred in ibe mildness of their
giriclures upon the brutality and rascality
doveloped. It is simply murder and stealing
which has been developed, and it is as well
to call things by the right names, and de-
mand the puni-hment of the murderers and
thisves, instead of their vetention in the
places which they havo dishonored.

The econclusion of the committee that the
Buard of Trustees and Treasurer Kerr should
be rewoved will be endorsed by citizens gen-
erally. They will also endorse the proposition
to make such condoet as the trustees have
been guilty of a criminal offense. 1t is cer-
tainly time that our public institutions were
more elosely watched, and if that result fol-
lows this investigation, much good will have
been produced.

nREropy ASYLUM

manner.

THE POMERANIA DISASTER.

‘The loss of the steamer Pomerania off the
harbor of Portsmonth, together with the
drowning of eighly of her passengers and
crew, i3 ancther of those startling ccean dis-
asters that almost overy year transpire and
startle us with horror and amazement. With
the excioption of the loss of a pleasure
steamer at the mounth of the Thames about
six weeks or two months since, this is the
only disaster of the kind we have been oblig-
ed to record this year. Inthe first case, al-
though the loss of life was far greater, it
caused less inlorvest on this side of the At-
lantic than this will do, beeanse of the fact
that none who were on board of the former
vessel were known here, while nearly all who
went down on ke Powerania had been for a
time, at least, residents of this country, and
were merely going back to pay a visit to
their old homes, Many were from the West,
und were personally known to some of the
readers of the Grope, but the larger part
were residents of New York and other East-
orn cities.

It is very evident, from the meagre reports
ol the disaster and its cause that have been fur-
nished us,that there was eriminal carelessness
somewhere, as there usually is in sach cages.
The captain of the steamer acknowledges
that he saw the lights of the colliding ves-
sie some time before the two came in contact,
bt did not think a collision imminent until
it wastoo late fo avert it. The captain of
the vessel which gunk heris very reticent
upon the sabject, and refues to make a state-
rent or show his log—two very suspicious
cirenmstances.

Those who have fravelled on the ocean or
Tie great lakes cannot but have observed
how strenuous the ofiicers of the steamers
are as to the right of way. It has been the
cxperienca of the writer on one oceasion to
nearly lose Lis life by a collision brought
about by the doogedness of the captains of
two vessels, each jnsisting upon the right of
way. We haveslio noticed many narrow
estapes from colligsions due to the same cause,
and kuow that the same spirit characterizes
many commanders of ocean vessels, The
laws of navigalion recognize, in some re-
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spects, & priority of right of one olass of ves-
sels over another, and this privilege is stren-
uously insisted upon by many navigators,
ovenat the risk of the lives of the passen-
gers committed to their care. It is not im-
probable that in this case the collision was
brought about by some such conflict over the
right of way. Naturally a passenger steamer
would have the privilege of a clear track over
& small vessel such as the Ncel Eilian, and
probably the officer onduty at the {ime of
the disaster expected that the other vessel
would keep out of her track. The com-
manding officer of the Eilian perhaps had an
idea that he, too, had rights which the steam-
er was bound to respect, and kept onhis
course, even after the danger of a collision
became apparent, and thus were eighty valu-
able lives lost.

‘We do not assert that this was the fact.
We merely argue that it may have been,
knowing a3 we do the perversity of some of-
ficers of both steam and sailing vessels in
clinging to what they conceive to be their
rights, regardless of consequencas either to
themsslves or their passengers. It is almost
a certainty, however, that somebody was to
blame, either in the respect we - have indi-
cated or by reason of carelessness in omitting
to properly signal the approach of their
craft to the other. Accidents of this sort
are never causeless, and seldom ur-
avoidable, if proper care is used, and
when this disaster is properly and thoroughly
investigated—as we have hope that it will
be—we shall announce the punishment of the
guilty person with the greatest of pleasure.
Human life, even with the best of care on
the part of officers, is never any too safe on
the ocean, and any carelessness or dogged
adherence to real or fancied rights that may
result in disaster, deserves the severest pun-
ishment.

THANKSGIVING.

In accordance with usage and the procla-
mation of Mr. R. B. Hayes and tha govern-
ors of the several States, to-day will be ob-
served as a day of thanksgiving and praver
by a few of our citizens, and in accordance
with the custom and the natural bent of
mankind, will be observed as a day of gor-
mandizing and dissipation by a great major-
ity of the people. Once every year it has
been the custoin to set apart one day in the
threo hundred and sixty-five for the purpose
of giving thanks to the governor of the uni-
verse for whatever of prosperity hos heen
vouchsafed to us. It isa custom that com-
mends itself to our reason and to our innate
sense of the necessity of recognizing and
honoring Deity for the blessings he has be-
stowed upon us. Originating with the earli-
est days of the colonies, it has been observed
with never-failing regularity over since, and
has come to be recognized as & national fes-
tival, although its religious intent has, to a
greal extent, been lost sight of, and the day
is given up to hilarity and social and family
reanions.

‘What have the people of this country, and
more especially of Minnesota, received
during the year for which they have reason
to be thankfvl? First and foremost they
have reason to be thankful that the Grope
has been established and firmly rooted in
prosperity. Ior many years the people of
this State have had no newspaper thoroughly
devoted to their interests, fearless in the
defense of the rights of the massesas against
the rings, prompt in the exposure of shams,
and an honest exponent of correct political
principles. The lack of such a newspaper
has been keenly felt, and has been supplied
by the establishment of the Grome. For
this the people have reason to be profoundly
thankful, and we believe they ere thankful
for it. The Grose is certainly grateful for
the cordial reception and liberal support it
hesg received during the three hundred and
eighteen days of its existence, and hopes to
give greater cause for thankfulness in the
future and to receive that support during the
next year as to make the thanksgiving day
of 1879 a still more joyful occasion in this
office than the present one. Nothing will be
left undone on our part that will contribute
to that end.

The crops of Minnesota have been reason-
ably successful. In some parts of. the State
the wheat has been of an inferior quality,
and a gang of sharks have iaken advantage
of the fact to defrand the farmers out of one
or more grades of wheat. But through the
efforts of the Grosk, heartily seconded by
the farmers, this wrong has been partially
righted, and the people are now receiving
better prices than they did a few months ago,
and are in a fair way of driving from the
State the swindling brass kettle that has been
a means employed for perpetuating the dis-
honesty.

The people have reason to be grateful that
from this State they have been able to return
to Congress a representative who is the ex-
ponent of correct political principles, and
who will honestly and earnéstly labor to
promote the best interests of the people of
the State and of the whole country. We
have also reason to be thankful that the re-
cent elections resulted in keeping in power
in Congress the party pledged to economy
and honesty, the uncompromising foe to
the extravagance and rascality that has
characierized our rulers for the past eigh-
teen years. We have reason to be thankful
tnat the days of the Republican party in
national affairs are numbered, and to hope
that ere long this will be in fact as well as in
name a government of the people, for the
people and by the people.

The year has been a sad one for our
Southern brethren. Scarcely recovered from
the distress impused upon them by the scala-
wag rulers who were placed over them, they
have been afilicted with a terrible scourge,
which has swept away fiftoen thousand of
their neighbors and friends, and filled
every graveyard over a large extent of terri-
tory with new-made graves. Their industry
has been prostrated, their homes broken up,
their hearts wrung with anguish. But even
in their dire distress they find ¢omething to
be grateful for—the fact that they found
warm hearts that bled for them and out of
their plenty contributed towards alleviating
their suffering. In the midst of such
supreme affliction the world has rvever wit-
nessed as grand a charity as the North
showed to the South. The recording angel
on high, we opine, hag had more good than
evil deeds to inscribe upon his fablets.

Taken all in all, the people of this coun-
try have much to be thankfulfor. Although
they have suffered greatly, they have also

to realize more fully than ever the brother-
hood of man. This day ought tobe devoted,
more exclusively than heretofore, to thanks-
giving and praise to thegiver of all good for
his manifold mercies and his great forbear-
ance towards us as a nation and as indi-

viduals.

enjoyed great blessings, and have been made |

THE INSANE ASYLDY,

The Report of the Senate Investigating
Committee Made Yesterday.

THE BRUTALITY VENTILATED.

Whercby Betts Killed the Patient Me
Donough with a Wooden Plug
and Hot Soup.

SCALDING A WOMAN TO DEATH,

And Calling it an Accident in the
Bath Room.

TRICKS OF GORGEOUS BARTLETT,

By Which He Secures More Salary and
Lives in Palatial Style.

REV. KERR'S KROOKED KAREER.

He Pans Out Very Much Like a Cleri-
cal Scalawag.

CONCLUSIONS OF THE COMMITTEE

The Board of Trustees and Treasurer
Should be Removed.

SUCH LEGISLATION NECESSARY

As Will Make it Criminal to Conduct
Affairs as Loosely as They
Have Been.

Bt. Paur, Nov. 27, 1878,
To His Excellency, John 8. Pillsbury, Gover-
nor of the Btate of Minnesota:

Bin: On the 22d day of February, 1878, grave
charges were presented to the Benate of this
Btate, against the mansgement of the Hospital
for the Insane at St. Peter.

The Senate at once resolved that a special
committee of five Benators be appointed by the
president of the Benate to investigate the said
charges. The undersigned and Senator Edger-
ton were appointed such committe, and was
instructed by a resolution of the Senate as fol-
lows: viz.:

Lesolved, That the special committee ap-
pointed by the Senate toinvestigate the charges
against the management of the Hospital for
the Insane, be instructed to investigate Eally
the charges and management and cxpendi-
tures of the institution, and make their report
to the Governor, and to that end, they are auth-
orized to hold their meeting after the adjourn-
ment of the legislature, with full power to
send for persons and pavers, and to administer
oaths; and also, if they shall find it necessary,
to cmploy an accountant to assist them.

The committee, on the call of the chairman,
met at the Nicollet house, in St. Peter, March
20th, 1878. After consultation, the commit-
tee first called upon Dr. Bowers, the phy-
sician in charge of the temporary hos-
pital, and stated to him that the committee
wished to look through the building. The
doctor informed the committee that the super-
intendent, Dr. Bartlett, wished to see the com-
mittee at the new hospital, before they made
any inspection of the buildings, but if the
committee wished, he, Dr. Bowers, would show
them through the hospital. The committee
then repaired to the new hospital, and were
there received by Dr. Bartlett. The committee
informed the doctor they wished to go through
and examine the building. To this request the
doctor replied that he had been instructed by
the trustecs not to allow the Senate committee
to do ao, until a committee of the trustees
could be present to accompany them, and that
he could not disobey his instructions. He fur-
ter stated that if the committee wonld wait,
that he wonld telegraph the trustees
and they would soon arrive. The committee
returned to the Nicollet house, and forthwith
arranged for the taking of testimony concern-
ing the matter they were to investigate., Sub-
peenas were issued for witnesses.

THE TRUSTEES AND THE COMMITTEE,

Dr. Bartlett and a number of the trustees
came before the committee and asked to be
heard, and further that Mr. Ives, their attorney,
be present, and that he should he heard also.
This request was at once granted by the com-
mittee.

Referring to the refusal of the officers and
trustees to permit the Senate commitiee to ex-
amine the hospital buildings unless accom-
panied by a committee of trustees, it was
claimed that the Senate being but one branch
of the legislature, had no authority to ap-

int a committee of its members to
investigate the affairs of the hospital,
The superintendent, Dr, Bartlett, took the ex-
treme position that neither the Governor or
the legislature had authority to empowera
committee to examine the hospital atits pleas-
ure, and if such powerdid exist, that he wouald
immediately resign his position,

The trustees claimed the right to be present
during the examination of witnesses and to
cross-examine them. The committee informed
the trustees that they disagreed with them as
to their authority, and further, that in case
any testimony was given refiecting npon the
management of the hospital the trustees and
officers would be notified, and an opportunity
given them to cross-examine such witnesses,
and to make any explanation they desired.
The committee at no time held secret ses-
sions while engaged in the examination of wit-
nesses, except when requested to do so by the
witnesses themselves. This request was made
in a few instances hg employes in the hoapital.

A large number of witnesses were examined
by the committee, relative to the treatment of
patients by attendants at the hospital, and
further in regard to provisions and famil
steres furnished by the steward. The testi-
mony, findings, and recommendations, are
herewith submitted as a part of this report.

In conducting this branch of the investiga-
tion the committee has been desirous of se-
curing as far as possible a fair and impartial
hearing for all parties interested. The investi-
gation has been thorough.

THE FIRST WORK.

The committee first examined the parties
who made the complaint, then the officers and
employes against whom complaints were
made. We hope our conelusions will be satis-
lf:ot.ory to your excellency and the people at

Tge.

In the examination of witnesses ample fa-
cilities were afforded for cross-examination by
the officers. Dr. Bowers and Mr. Betts took
part in the examination. In one or two in-
stances the committee, in order to induce em-
ployes to testify at all, were obliged to depart
from the rule to allow the parties accused to be
present and cross examine witnesses. This
departure was necessitated by the exigencies of
the case, and we are confident has worked no
injustice to anyone.

THE MURDER OF M'DONOUGH.
The main charge is against one John Betts,
who, for several years has been a supervisor of
the branch hospital at 8t. Peter. The greater
part of the testimony as to ill treatment on his
part of patients, centres around the death ofan
inmate of the hospital, one Terence McDonough,
who died August 23, 1877, under circumstances,
which to say the least, looks suspicious.
In the ‘“‘case’ book of the hospital the fol-
lowing record appears:
**This morning while Mr, Betts and the offi-
cers were trying to bind him (McDonough) he
resisted until he became entirely exhausted.
Was put to bed and gradully sunk and died."”
Immediatel preceding this, but entered on the
boqlm Oct, 93, is what seems to be an explana-
nation of this exhbausted condition, to-wit:

*“That he had to be fed by a spoon, making him

towards the last, that he became ®o weak that
he could only crasl about, but he refused to
stay in bed, and had to be put in crib.”

This ie intended to leave the impression that
he died from a natural caunse. When the record
made onthe dayof his death is compared
with the one made on Aug. 1st, we find that it
is there stated that ‘‘he has not taken an ounce
of food voluntarily for at least a month, and
he violently resists all efforts to feed him with
a tube, seems to succeed in voluntary efforts

.| to vomit up everything that was giveen throngh

the tube.” Under the same date he is said “‘to
go about the hall groaning and howling all
day, and at night keeps up the same noise.”
This record seems strange in view of the testi-
mony given by the attendants, Herberg and
Gustafson, and becomes more so when it is dis-
covered that during the patient's steady fail-
ing, that three weeks after ends in death from
exhaustion, not a single entry is made of the
fact until after his death, This certainly looks
like an attempt to cover up the true facts, as
appears by the the testimony of two witnesses,

The testimony of Herberg states that before
the occurrence on Aug. 23d, and immediately
preceding the death of McDonongh. “‘the pa-
tient ran through the hall and made a great
noise; that he twisted the plug out of his mouth
and that he (Herberg) hur to use great power
to hold him."

This testimony contradicts the record in
the “‘Case" book. that McDouough had for days
been weak, that he could only crawl, and that
he died from exhaustion.

The witness, Bwen Gustafson, testifies that
when he went to his dinner the patient walked
around in the hall and screamed; that he was
not weaker that day than he had heen for two
or three weeks before, and further, that the pa-
tient died while he, Gustafson, was eating his
dinner. This does not agree with the official
record of a death from sheer exhaustion.

The testimony further shows, and fo a cer-
tain extent is corroborated by the testimony of
Dr. Bowers, that there was another and para-
mount cause of the death of the patient than
that given, or evidently attempted to be given,
in the official record, and, instead of dying
from exhaustion, McDoneugh’s life was taken
by the action of either Bette or a patient
(O'Connor), or probably by the action of both.

In order to feed the patient it was necessary
to force his month open with & wooden plug.
The plug used is comparatively thinat oneend,
and is placed between the teeth, then twisted
around so as to open the mounth for the purpose
of giving them food. John Betts used a plug
of this deseription on MvDonough on Angust
23d. There were present at the operation An-
drew Herberg, John Betts and a patient named
O'Connor, whose testimony of course cannot be
used. Inregard to the application of the plug
there is no.dispute, nor as to the fact that he
died shortly after the uperation. Whether the

death was caunsed by feeding him soup
at that time or was the result of
natural causes, on this point the testi-
mony of Herberg and Betts confliet;

also as to whether the sonp wasgiven him from
& spoon or pitcher. Upon these points Herberg
testifies that Betts put the plug in the patient’s
mouth, but that he, the patient, managed to
twist it out; that Betts became excited and
pushed the plug down to the root of the pa-
tient’s tongue, sv witness could see down his
throat; that a patient, (O'Connor,) who was
assisting them, poured the soup from a pitcher
into the patient's mouth; that McDonocgh was
choked by it, and coughed and seemed unable
to breathe; that he appeared tolose his strength;
the parties took hold of him and shwok him;
he breathed slow and short, and within five
minutes thereafter died.

John Betts does net deny the particulars
above given, but claims that O'Connor gave the
patient two or three spoonfuls of soup; that he
then fainted, and that his death did rot ensue
until abont twenty minutes thereafter.

Dr, Bowers wascalled in immediately, and
testified that he had found him breathing, but
unconscious. ‘That his face was colored like
a  person in an apoplectic condition, and
that strangnlation would have produced much
the same symptoms.

There is no claim that McDonough had an
attack of apuplexy, and if he bad not the most
natural conclusion is that his condition, as
testified to by Dr. Cowera, was by strangnla-
tion. The doctor, in lis “‘case’’ book, in giv-
ing a history of the case enters the following:
“Hesult—died—inanition, exhd.”

Theinference is clear from the testimony of
Dr. Bowers and the records of the hospital that
there was no apoplexy, and strangulatien, pro-
ducing like symptoms, must have been the
cause of his death.

Nicholas Knipe, in his testimony, says that
Betts was very much excited the day NcDon-
ough died, and had told him that he (Betis)
was afraid it wounld cause him trouble; and
that MeDonough's death was cansed by O'Con-
nor pouring in the soup too fast. This correb-
orates the testimony of Herberg on this peint.
In the face of all this testimony it is impossi-
ble for the committee to arrive at any other
conclusion than that 3MeDonough's death was
rl‘;au,?led by Betts, or the patient O'Connor, or

oth.

ThatBelts used the patients with gross careless-
nes#, cruelty and inhumanity, is clear from the
evidence of Herborg, who says the plug was vush-
ed into the roots of the tongue. It wonld have
served all purposes if the plug had been put in
vne inch instead of three and three-quarter
inches. That pushing the plug in so far, had
something to do with the strangulation is not
improbable.

Whether McDonqugh died in five minutes or
in twenty minutes after, is immaterial. The
death in either case followed so close upon the
alleged cause as not to allow of an argument
for a natural death. The committee
do not think there was any criminal intent on
the part of Betts, but carelessness and cruelty
should not be passed over without condemna-
tion. Other patients hvae suffered from his
treatment as appears from the evidence of
Herberg, Swen Gustafson, N. A. Lilliquist,
Nicholas Knipe and D. C. Morton, The com-
mittee are pained to learn that any man who is
capable of such cruelty to the unfortunate
wards of the State, as is developed in character
and condunct of this Mr. Betts, should
still be retained in the employ of the hospital.

SCALDING A FEMALE PATIENT TO DEATH.

Another case, whichis particularly deserving
of attention, is the circumstance surrounding
the death of Mre. Naney Kidney, who expired
Aug. 5th, 1876. It appears from the testimony
that this Mrs, Kidney was a ncisy maniac and
helpless cripple. A bath was prepared for her
and Nancy Meyers, an employe of the hospital,
ordered an inmate of the hospital to place her
in the bath tub, which was done and Miss
Meyers left the room to'take charge of another
patient in her ward, and though absent but a
few minutes, on her return she found her so
badly scalded that she expired that evening.
There is no difference of epinion as regards the
cause of Mrs. Kidney's death. 2fiss Meyers
states that she prepared the bath and ordered
Mrs. Kidney placed in the tub, which was one-
half or two-thirds full of tepid water, and
that after sne left her some one must
have let on the hot water in such a quantity as
to scald the patient so severely as to cause her
death. This could hardly be the case, if the
bath was prepared as Miss Mye's testifies
above. The committee are of the opinion that
Miss Myers was very much at fault for leaving
o helpless a cripple in the care of an insane
woman who might cause her death in this man-
ner in careleseness of preparing a scalding bath
for Mrs, Kidney herself. This Miss Meyer is
still continued as an employe of the hospital.

The Financial Management.

Pursuant to the call of the chairman, the
committee met at St. Paul Aug. 13, 1878, for
the purpose of investigating the financial and
business management of the hospitnl. The
attention of the committee was first called
to the bills of Rev. Mr. Kerr, Trustee Talbot
and Engineer Pierc_, for expenses incurred np-
onatrip to Philadelphia during the fall of
1876, the centenmial year. From the vouch-
ers it apperas that Mr. Kerr was allowed
£81.50, Mr. Talbot 8150, and Mr. Pierce $50, an
aggregate of $281.50. The minute books of
the board no where show any evidence that the
trustees authorized this expenditure. We can
but conclude that such diversion of the moneys
appropriated by the legislature was entirely un-
warranted and without a shadow of necessity.
If these premises are correct the visit of these
gentlemen to the centennial was simply a holi-
day jaunt, and to abstract from the State
treasury money for'their expenses was nothing
less than a criminal appropriation of such
funds.

THE PER DIEM STEALS.

The law creating the board of trustees ex-
pressly provides that all necessary and actual
oxpenses shall be paid, and provides for no

swallow what we could, but this waa so little

compensation for the services performed by
them in tunaptin;_v the business of the hospi-

tal. This system was adopted and carried omt
when the institution was first organized. The
trustees without authority of law allowed them-
selves $2.50 per day and traveling expenses,
then raised itto $4 perday and traveling expen-
ses, then again to @5 per day and traveling ex-
penses, while some, if not all, were entertained
in the hospital during the sessions of the board
at the expense of the State, In additien to
this, they drew pay for more days than the
minutes show they wera in session, and for
travel and services never performed.

An illustration of the peculiar manner in
which the trustees appropriated the funds of
the institntion wilfl be sesn in voucher No.
4,396, where one trustee, living only ten miles
from the hospital, drew #13.60 mileage for one
trip, receiving constructive mileage from Min-
neapolis and return rather than actual mileage

traveled.

Another illustration. In 1568 one of the
trustces went to Chicago ostensibly to purchase
slate roofing for the hospital, he was paid rail-
road fare from St. Peter to Chicago and re-
turn, hotel bills at Chicago and St. Paul, and
in addition thereto, the moderate sum of &S
per day, for five days. (Bee voucher No. 259,
building fund account.)

ITEMIZED BILLS OF THE TRUSTEES.

The following will show the number of days
the trustees were in session, and thevisits made
by them, which is taken from the minutes
book of the hospital and the moneys from the
vouchers:

L. Fletcher, number of days attendance from
1573 to 1877, inclusive, 36; amount received for
said service and travel, $462.25; expense in
visiting Auburn, N. Y., ata convention of medi-
cal superintendents, $03.40.

F. Talbot, number of days attendance from
158756 to 18577, inc'usive, 25 days; amount re-
ceived for said service, including travel,
$207.50, Number of visits—amounnt paid for
same, §45,60. Expense to Philadelphia in 1876,
$150.

H. B. Strait, number of days in attendance,
12, from 1873 to 1877, inclusive; two visits
with D. L. How; and one visit with Rev. Chas.
T. Coer; amount received, §181.20,

Wm. Bchimmel, number of days in attend-
ance 67, from 1873 to 1877, inclusive; amoant
received, $220.

A. H, Kerr, number of days in attendance,
60; for attendance on board and wvisiting, he
received the sum of $267 in addition to his sal-
ary as secretary and treasurer, and pay for ser-
vices and expenses when traveling on business
for the hospital; be also received £81.50 fora
visit tw Philadelphia in 1576, and $45.25 for &
visit to Muadison, Wis., under the following res
olution adopted by the board of trustess:

Magrca 6, 1572,

Present—C. T. Brown, A. H. Kerr, R. Butters,
Wm. Schimmel and L. Fletcher.

By Behimmel—That the invitation extended
by the Medical Association of Buperintendents
of Hospitals to our superintendent and board
of trustees to attend the convention at Madison,
Wis., on the 28th of May, 15872, is hereby ac-
cepted, and that the traveling expenses of
them that can attend be defrayed by the hos-
pital. Adopted. :

Under this very liberal resolution the entire
board might have visited Madison at the ex-
pense of the State.

SPECULATIONS AND PECULATIONS IN REAL ESTATE.

Mr. McFadden, the superintendent of the
farm, built a house on the hospital land for his
own use; his salary was raised from &40 per
month w0 §60 per month, ineluding board;
then the house was purchased from him and'
given to him rent free  The trustees paid ont
of the current fund appropriated by the legis-
lature $1,000 for the house, being at least one-
third more than its real value.

They also, out of the current expense fund,
purchased from the steward his house and two
lots in the town of St. Peter, paying for the
same §1,775, an amount we believe to be large-
ly in excess of its real value. Then ufter pur-

chasing said  property, the  trustees
expended 22,700 to enlarge the house
£ the residence of the steward

and gave it to him rent free, notwithstanding
they had recently increased the salary of this
officer from 51,200 to 1,800 per annum,

Lands were purchased at prices exceeding
that paid for other lunds of like eharacter in
the same neighborhood, and without autherity
of law, The trustees acting on the presump-
tion that they have full right to purchase any
lands they want, and pay for the same out of
moneys appropriated for the current expenses.
There seems to be no limit to the power claimed
by the trustees in this direction. One of them
in giving his testimony hefore the committee
said he did not know whether they had any an-
thority to purchase lands aud houses, but they
had exercised that right as it was cousidered a
eurrent expense by the trustees.

Only en one oceasion has authority been asked
from the legislature to enuble them to pur-
chase land, which appears in the special laws of
18717, chapter 142, page 210.

An act to authorize the trustees of the 2in-
nesota Hospital for the Insane to convey real
estate,

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State
of Minnesola.

Section 1. That the trustees of the Minne-
sota Hespital for the Insane be and they are
hereby anthorized to convey by warrantee deed
of conveyance to Alexander Pettis the lots
numbered two (2) and three (3), in section
number six (6), in tewnship number one hun-
dred and nine (109), north of range number
twenty-six (26) west, containing one hundred
and twenty-one and forty-five one hundredths
(121 45-100) aeres, in exchange for
Jots five (5) and six (6) in secction
fifteen (15), township one hondred and ten
(110), range twenty-six (26), containing one
hundred and ten und thirty one hundredths
(110 30-100) acres. .

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect and be in
force from and after its passage.

Approved Feb, 23, 1877,

Eight months prior to the passage of this
law the trustees had entered into a contract
with Mr, Pettis for the purchase of this land,
and agreed to pay for said land 230 per acre,
and sell the land of the State for 315 per acre.
Of this part of the contract thelegislature was
kept in ignorance, and from the reading of the
law it will be seen that that body never con-
templated the payment of any money, as the
law expressly states the deed of conyeyance
shall be in exchange for the land described in
the act.

The difference between
price was 21,457.25, My, Kerr in his settlement
paid §1,500. This small matter is mentioned
merely to show the loose manner in which the
moneys appropriated for the support of the
patients were disbursed. It will be seen by
this transaction that there was astudied and
anccessful effort to deceive the legislature, leav-
ing them to think there was no money consid-
eration in the exchange. The 21,500 paid was
taken from the current expenses fund appro-
priated for the support of patients.

THE SNYDER AND DAMREN SWINDLE,

Gross carelessness is manifest thronghout the
proceedings of the bo=rd of trustees. Con-
tracts drawn loosely and contracturs allowed
bills for extras, when in some cases the work
charged for as extra was in the original con-
tract. This is notably the care in the contracts
of Snyder & Damren, who presented a bill for
building porticos, when the same was in the
original contract, and was so regarded by the
trustees, as appears by the following taken
from the records of the trustees:

May 10, 1872,

By Kerr—That the lnmber, etc., be far-
nished for the portico on the right wing; and
that Bnyder & Damren be requested to put it
up as soon as possible, the work thereof being
included in their contract.

The extras allowed the firm of Snyder &
Damren were larger, and followed every con-
tract made by them, as may be seen by the
vouchers on file in the State anditor's office.

Voucher No. 622, building fund account, is
a sample. In this vouncher there isa charge
made for 605 days’ work amounting to 31,515.
1t does not show when a single day’s work was
done. A careful perusal of this voucher will
show that the trustees purchased from the con-
tractors doers, door-frames, windowa, window-
panes, brackets, and  cther articles
left on  hand  after the contract
was completed, for which they bad no use, and
the prices paid were so far above the market
value that the State must be the loser,

Voucher No. 8,620, current expense fund, to
Bnyder and Damren, for day labor as en-
ters, running from November, 1872, to May,
1874, paid June 17th, 1874. amoeunting to §1,-
181.77. 1t seems strange that this account for
journeymen carpenters and the employer’s

the land contract

-} wages should be allowed to ran over 4 period

of nineteen months without payment, and is so
much at variance with this firm's usual
promptness in collecting, that we are at a loss
how te account for it., .

Another aceount of this firm was for building
stairs for the hospital. They would not fit
theopenings, and could not beused. Thetrus-
tees furnished the material, The stairs were

—_—
piled nE in the basement as useless lumber. | interest at tho rate of 12 per cent. per annum.
When they were again built Snyder & Damren | We were unabla to find vouchers covering a
were paid for the work, although the building | large amount of scrip, nor is there a voucher in e
of said stairs was in the original contract. existence showing who received the interest on .
The committee would cite another ecase. |the same, except one voacher, No. 2,314,
Snyder & Damren, who, inthe execution of | current  fund, for the sum of
one of their contracts, whkere they purposely | £3,701.29, This voucher runs to
left out 144 joists explicitly called for in their | A. H. Kerr, and is the only voucher for interest
contract, refused when called upon by the paid. If this interest was paid to anvone
superintendent of the building to put | there is nothing of record to show it. :
in those joists, fo pin the heavier joists | The experts who so carefully examined the
properly, and double the trimmer joists. | accounts find that $1,621.06 of this scrip never
By these refusals, and the neglect of the trus- passed ont of the treasurer's bands. Its entry
tees to compel the performance of the contract, | on the books was fictitious, and entered for the S
althongh their attention was called to it, 1,000 | sole purpose of swallowing the balance of the
joists were left out of the building, thereby | £26,169.00 appropriated by the legislature in
lessening the support of the floor, and from the | the year 1871 to meet a deficiency.
hest evidence we can get the floors are now Mr. Kerr admits that £1,349.18 of® this serip
sinking, and before lonz will have to be sup- | was made ont, placed upon the table, counted
ported, «r may when weighted down by the | and destroyed. Yet the treasurer took
heating coils attached to the joists give way. | credit for the ssme, The State has re-
See the testimony of W, L. Conplin, superin- | ceived no value for this issne, That
tenden‘t of building, pages 243 to 230, stenog- | the treasurer could possibly have the sum of
rapher's report. LRI $1,621.06 increase over the receipts in one year -
The plans and specifications made by the | without knowing it is a matter that the com-
architect, and which from the basis of sll bids | mittee cannot understand. 'This entire traps-
for building, provide for the deadening of the | action and the issue of serip to the amount of
floors.  Notwithstanding this, the trustees paid | $26,164.36 was wholly unauthorized by law.
Suyder and Damren $462 extra for this work. e e S
Again, the plans and specifications of Mr. R S i P L
Sloan called for the plastering to be what is In full accord with the general management
known as hard finish. Inno instance has this | of the hospital, we wonld refer to the case of
specification bee;; complied with by the con- | the medical superintendent.
tra Nk L ster finish wns substituted Ir. Bartlett was . ax . i ; in-
f'r:nr‘::,';.utrl:'w.lnl‘itnixa"-lll,3 which ﬁlz lnllluchsc;eu;'er, and | . _er. s b B pn"-“a m.c.'d “:Fl e il
Rot nearly so good or durable. .u‘nguut_ by the trustees in 1868, “tuh a salary
In building the inside brick walls, the speoi- | ©F °‘1'2Uif; and subsistence for himself. De-
fications required every seven courses to be | cember 2, 1860, this salary was inereased to
tied into the suter walls. This also was not | $LOU; again Dee. 4. 1872, to 82,0005 again
carried out, but, instead of doing this, the ].}.':l: 10, 1574, to £2.250, and finnlly, March 8,
walls were run up separately and tied together | 1877, to $2,500; where it now remains; accord-
by small strips of hoop iron. This is much | i08 t© the !'nlinuta.v- :-{ the board of trustees the
cheaper, as they built each wall independent | ¢ontract with Dr. Bartlett contemplated board
of the other to avoid the expense of scaffolding | foF himself only, TbnT. instead, lu‘a family .hmc
and greatly reducing the cost to the contract- [ D€ subsisted all these years by the State, S—————
ors at the expense of the State, and leaving the | Flegant apartments were approprated for their
building weaker at every point. . use, und furnished in luxurious style at the
In the erection of the main building the con- | ©¥Pense of the State. Aitendantsand servants,
tractor failed to build the pilasters to receive | WHose exclusive time was devoted to them,
the stone columns for the portico of the main | Were borne upon the pay roll of the institution.
entrance. 1t was impossible to supply this | The expenses of the superintendent, including
omission, and in place of a stone porch, as SALKIRgS and horses, seems to have 1‘*:“'“ paid
originally intended by the plans and specifiea- | ©0T 0ut of the State treasury. If £1.200 was
tions, there isa poreli composed of a mixture [ S2tisfactory compensation for Dr. Bartlett's
of stone and iron, which cost $4,455.51. The | B€rvices 1u 1868, the committee neo e
superintendent of the building in his testi- [B® good. reason  why  this  salary
mony says some one made & nice sum out of uld be more than doubled iu 1877, when the
the j'ob. 1 sing power of money was certs ily 50
The committee find all contracts were let or | P#F ceut. greater than in 1865. Nor can the ar-
purposed to be let, according to ir. Sloan's | 8Wnent ho “hwuﬂﬁ!““'?'. adduced that the labor
plans and specifieations. In most instances | WOUld warrant any such advance, fur.ll‘l'. Bart-
the specifications bave not been followed by lett now has twoassistants, while in 1868 he had
contractors. and the work has pos been doness b‘}t, i sa i :
well as the specifications called, and for some To give some iden .0{ the prices paid for fur-
reason unknown to the committee, the inferior | Pishing Dr. Bartlett's rooms in the hospital, wa :
work was accepted by the trustees withoutcon- | $1¥¢ the cost of some of the articles: One sofa,
sultation with the saperintendent or architect, | 71271 bureau, washstand wnd dressing case,
: 3 5 313U; bedstead, 368; 1 chair, #63: apother at
A CROOKED GAME. 240, Other articles were purchased at equally
It appears that the contract for brick was high prices, and all paid for by the State. A
made with Mr., Ash, That in November, 1863, | committee appointed hy the trustees went to
the trustees settled with him, and that aftec- "}' Paul and Ainneapolis at the expense of the
wards, in September, 1860, Mr. Kerr found he | SEe 1 pucchase ”.'“ G LS.
had overpaid Mr. Ash, and that cercain bills to SN T l"_'u ':3'\_“ c;:"““‘f‘_ - :
a considercble amount had not been paid by said i 1\) ‘1r.:n'}!1l..| 2 \u;unr No. 7,745, wo find =
Ash. To mest this emergency it would appear )" very s EEIIAL T SRS ,"r oo
that the trunstees adopted the novel expedieat A 1 :? I-».r H‘n!"‘l'q j_“ l.m_- LA
of paying Mr. Ash o farge sum for his imple- | ©f the Senatorial mvestigation, Why
wents and toals, and for leveling the ground the trustees should have employed an
where he had made his brick. The committee | 8ttorney it the expense of the State, to defend
hive been unable to find ont from Mr. Kerr the | them sgainst a committes of the legislature
exact details of this transaction, orthe amounts | #ppointed by that body to lnvestigate the cone
paid, and consequently bave been compelled to | duct and management of the hospital is be-
adopt the foregoing conclusions. It is to he %‘uml our comprehension, amnd we leave the sub-
hoped that the trusices can explain this trans. | Jeet without further comment.
action to your s tisfaction, HERE DUYS A HORSE. Tt
: $ 205,000 ExcEess, By reference to the vouchers of the hospital
The committee would also call atiention to | for the month of October this vear, on file
the difference between the estimates and actaal | with the State aaditor, we find that £331.83 has
cost of the building. M. Sloan, the architect, | been expended for horse, bugzy and harness at
who received 22,000 for the plans and specifi- Hoche-ter. Mr. Kerr is in charge of the insti-
cations, estimated the cost of the build- | thtion at that point, and why the Btate
ing at 293,000, Vounchers o filo | Should he called upon to  pay for
show it cost the State over -‘:“;'J'JU‘UIK'. hul |n'1\.'tﬂ‘u3-L :.--1]11{;:;1;.;(; th;z commitice r-_:m-
- not understand, anc ithe more so when s
KERE'S LROOKED EAREER. the records show lie is in receipt of a liberal
Upon sn examination of the treasurer's salary in addition to that paid him as trepsurer.
books and vouchers on file, the committee | 1t is not reasonable to suppose that in the line
found so many irregularitics and apparent dis- | °F his d Biyeat n‘:"]"’;“"" that such an outfit was
cl’le}luuciu.-t that they consulted the Governor :I;i;._'::'\ﬂ:ri:;,;:tp:;f SR DR IRID Attt i
with o view of submittingr the uceounts of the KEER AS'A GUARDIAN -
htispit‘ul from iLa. firat orzanization to & com-|  Bacretary Kerr claims to Lo guardian of
mllh.'['. of e*f}wr:encﬂl ucconnlants, with the | patient of the hospital by the name of Charles =
public examiner a3 a member, who shonld | Nelson, and 1n settling the business matters of
make & thorongh and systematic examination | 'Nelsoni Nis, Hesr draw on tha current fund of
of the books and aceounts of | che hospital to ths amount of 213455, but] has
the hospital, helieving that such l refunded #45, leaving ¥80.55 due the hospital
examination would be conclusive n3 to the | fund for years past, while at the same time he
facts, and would render unnecessary a further | D8 bad over 600 in his bends received from
inveatigation. proposition met the ap- i the estato of N‘eh_--—.l‘ and should bave reimbura-
proval of the Governor, and the following gen- | '_l‘“"i'll“-.‘ tae wnount due, § -
tlemen were appointed as such committee: H, | taa4a deblor to the
M. Knox, pablic examiner; W, Smith, secre- | This occurred by —
tary of Senute committe . D. Hurlh £ | RS AR O
Rochester; J. H. Randall, of St. Paul. and ! &Iy caution thad
Mr. Whitman, clerk of public examiner, All of s made payable.to
these gentlemen are experts, and of kn S e g con it
tegrity and great experience in all ti .| been y ier No, 1,562, b
ed to the work mssigned tl ing : : s
agreed on a plan of operat he eo lake _!:]r:l ure in stating [i.:,u
intricate and arduous. After three s o8 ps in the hospital are excel-
close application they comploted their task, | nd the er building & model of neat-
The report is herewith attached in their own | 2e%8. The gro wre admir laid out and
langnage and figures, and shows a deficiency of | Vrntmented, o ng pleasant weather the e
£4,024.76. Bee schedule A. B, C, and 1), Also | Paticnts are allowed the fullest liberty for ree-
the report of the commitiee: jireation.
THE REFORT OF BHE EXPERT SR S RRARD COMMENDED.
The report of the commiites of experts first ex-1 Defore concluding t
plains the condition of the books the method of | tee de
procedure in making the ex 1. cund | th
no vouchers for current expensea for the meven
months from December, 18537, to June, 1868, and no | @rder ;
vouchers in the suditor's office. They procured | .“._'“.Il it that 1{.-_- .-“m'm-r‘.r S5
yourhera from 8t. Peter for ihat period cov £ :\l-l::.‘.::fti ”;ufr‘ﬁ{lfg;;:l\'“::a-;.i-in admirably
3 ’ Tt o W The exipert 5 ] o TR
31;1‘:(}31‘:1.1-‘:: ::il,'.!'u::;ﬁ “:‘ll{:w‘;at}_j"" (::T]-:: .t 2 | conducted office.  We would, hewever, recom-
Book, tRbindites tha }'5:11:]'. mﬁ_‘;‘[ﬁ."::rul e | nlr'nril.ln more rigid cconomy in the purchase of
us shown by the vouchers ﬂil:ru--vl\';zs. : | supplies, » hich weuld result in a great saving
!ﬂ;?ll current year, | to the Btate.
treas « g 15 Coneluding fteconvinendations.
thereon from the vouchers, wilii s 3 . : X
and liow the balances of each vea .. | Im conclusion, the committee helieve the
1’:-:}: A o | best interesta of the Btate imperatively demand e
o o b, thereore,seldom o | & change in_the hoard of trustees, and
to the same final result, i treasurer having demonstrated his incapa
llﬂ&sllll.ll::i;!“:l.tm::::‘:: f:.'ll:-:d[ﬁ :: should i‘m suspended to protect the & 3
1878 of forr thiotsand elil aganst farther loss and extravigunce, and
dollars and eighty-six a to collect from him tho
ance ad for by bot =
thou nine hundre n of the hospital be en-
cants, (38,905.62), or a dif t clearly deficing the
a ‘ri :u_'e_fr!ﬂ:m.n- doflars o e trustees and oflicers,
(81,0247 ense for any of them g
X be pos given to them under the
s corvected for the v . i
port. ries of the of 5 and compen-
Exhibit “D"is a ences | sation of trastees, if any, be definitely fized
brought together ted, the | I,-v lnw. 7 %
dates appes | “That the appointing power, now lodoed with
€Iy Tany pe \ st b 5 ; n
tensions sud add | the trastees, baving fe:mf_ted injuricusly to the
ance of these are i erests of the hospital, the anthority to
bered our fignres with the uch appointments should be taken from
fused by un excess ofeu 1 the legislature should enact & law
catries are made of transact g the executive to appoint. sakine
ﬁa‘::nm:;};]\"u;:L:i;jrl;{:]"r'l whict e Anp Respectfully submitted,
. Ll y oy lne p d . 1 H ! . -
ammtsl.) lhu}a pru-r[ui:iui: uugafe and crro tgned) Jhuimu' Doax;
mnlh. A. E. Rice,
HexrY M, Kxox, Public Examiner. Ciias. A. MorToN.
Wat. Saarh, Cler! War 8. Drew,
W. D. Hu } = = =
J. H. Dias | MINNESOTA NEWS.
5 s | . TR - 2
3 ;:::.]:: nl-om s | A freight train ran off the track at Elgin
count, 1857, notearried forward. ... § 299 75 | 204 wrecked five cars. i
2. Errorin enteriuz receipts from pri- ; | The new depot at Viola, a small bat neat
3 Er;o“l_'e,i;“;‘;;:‘z,;‘ﬁj;'iw E 520 54 | structure, 16332, is completed.
~cont, ... Saliy 100 04 | John Sullivan, of Haverhill, was thrown
4: g!;.i?;;:]lldsfl]igi?lilgit;t“ll'?;?:;-;l- Zre 1‘-";'; 33 from a horse, dislocating an elbow and
6. Error in addition of pay roll.. §200 00 | breaking an arm. :
%ﬁ;ﬁ;iuﬁ"ﬁlﬂ.‘ﬁf,‘“ Sisl....... IO‘iI tg ‘ The sheriff of Martin county went to Man-
TR e kato the other day and tock in charge the
; 2391 63 | burglar, August Reitze, who had been arrest-
Cﬁdciél};ierrur in adding barn G | ed, pursnant to a telegraphic dispateli, for i
S R " o1 g1 | Preaking into the depot at Fairmont and
7. Bullding material sold and not entered. 1 66 | stealing $150 from the drawer.
& muplicas v:‘;guog e ttem....... 1020 | Mra. Brano Arnold, of Fairfield, fell into
BEHPDOOK. .. evururnsuinnnns....., 148 98 | the celler, the door of which bad been left
10. Beript claimed to_have been | open, at Mr. Kepner's hionse, and broke her
Azimefa’:ﬁ!:fg::éﬁaiéf jizaBahi '9‘; | ight leg in two places, between the kneeand
Y 1,621 oo | dnkle. The fracture being a very bad one
i_l. Duplicate vouchers of 365, both errers 130 90 | may make her 2 cripple for life.
15, Daploateomehemf © 37| Detroit (Becker county) Record: A besu
14. Material seld and not enterod, 24 78 | tifal mirage was secn at Audubon one morn-
.}g. Duplicate vouchers...,........ g 8¢ 60 | ing last week. The Indian village and the
7 E‘ggﬁct;fiep\?j::lfer-_‘.‘:.” R e e o ;‘; oo | 1ake at the White Earth reservation, twenty
18. Erroneous eredit. ... ... 160 50 | miles north, was reflected upon the sky with

19. Overpayment on coutrac

&4,024 76
ILLEGAL ISSUE OF SCRIP.

The trustees, in the transaction of the
financial business of the hospital, have de-
parted from the ordinary modes and assuwired
functions bhelonging exclusively to the law-
making power of the State. This fact is clear,
from their action in issuing scrip.

In the year 1870, they were not supplied with
the amount of money they thought they wanted,
and hit mpon the novel expedient of issning
scrip, to the amount of $26,164.86, bearing

¥
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| remarkable distinetness. Other objects in
| that vicinity were aiso very distinctly seen.
The mirage is said to have been unusually
clear and distinet.

The village of Dexter was the scene of
qnite a serious row one day this week. A
lawsnit was being tried before Justice Gas-
Rill, and one of the witnesses ipcarred the
enmity of eight or a dozen men who swore
that Le shonld never leave the office alive.
He was protected by Messrs. John and Ar-
ihur Gaskill nntil night, when hie got into a
brggy at the back door, and made his es-
cape,

1 §

—~ .' x



