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Brarxe says he has never been ashamed
to recognize I’onusylvania as his birthplace.
Bat what does Pannsylvania say about it?

‘THERE is an epidemie of scarlet fever in
New York which is proving extremely fatal
to children. The death rate is higher than
ever before. 'The canse is thought to be de-
fective drainage.

Senators Blaine and Conkling have “pooled
their issmes’ in favor of Grant for Presi-
dent in 1880, and pronounce the story a pure
Hotion. Those gentlemen apparently relish
an occasional defeat, and court it in 1880,
Tre South Carclina legislature has re-
fosed to put on the statute book the law
against a negro marrying a white woman
which obtains in Rhode Island. Perhaps
that is the reason why Rhbode Island is so
anxious to have South Carolina investigated.

G arFrenp thinks the most dangerous at-
tack upon resumption is the attempt to
abolish national bank notes and substitnie
greenbacks in their stead. Rather a queer
moge of attack, we should think—to attempt
to stitute notes that are redeemable for
those that are not.

Yaroos Kany, thinking that an oath on
the Koran was not sufficiently binding to
secnre the fidelity of hisfollowers, bas adopt-
ed the civilized expedient of withholding
their pay. But this expedient will be likely
to fail him, for soldiers who do not get their
pay generally turn tail in the face of an
enemy.

TuE national banks, according to a Wash-
ington special, are ready for resumption,
having forty millions of gold in their vaults.
If they can resume with only forty millions,
how comes it that Sherman required two
hondred millions with which to redeem
greenbacks? There has evidently been a
miscalenlation on one side or the other.

GEN. SHERMAN, it is said, will time the
next meeting of the army of the Tennessee
so a8 to have it occur at the fime Grant
shall be passing through Chicago on his
trinmphal progress through the country to
the Presidency. Of course it is not a po-
litical device. The army o the Tennessee is
not a politieal organization, but shouldn’t
object to being used to boost the step-
father of his conntry into the White House.

For the first time in a quarter of a cen-
tary Maine is presided over by a Democratic
governor, Garcelon having been yesterday
ohosen to that position by the Senate. All
the Republicans voted for the successful
candidate rather than cast their intluence
for BSmith, the Greenback candidate. As
QGarcelon is a gentleman of high character
we doubt not he will fill the position with
general acceptance to all the people.

As a sample of the character of the evi-
dence the Republicans may be expected to
furnish regarding the elections in the South,
it may be mentioned that their chief special
agent sent to that section to look np irregu-
larities is & man who was dismissed from the
secret service of the government many years
ago because he was implicated—in the bogus
safe burglary there. Of course the testi-
mony fornished by this scoundrel will be of
the sort required, and will be, in the opinion
of the Republicans, wholly reliable and ade-
quate for the conviction of honorable men.

Spax proposes to urge npon Great Britain
the surrender of Gibraltar. She has never
been reconciled to its loss, although more
than a century and a half has passed since
she lost it. But England has as yet exhib-
ited no disposition to accede to the Spanish
request. The fortress gives her command
of the entrance to the Mediterranean, and
England likes such commanding positions,
even though they may be expensive. Spain
will plead for her old stronghold in vain. It
will never be surrendered as long as Great
Britain has an existence on the map of the
world.

THE REGULATION OF RAILROADS,

The message of Gov. Crosswell to the
legislature of Michigan is, if we may jndge
from the summary forwarded by telegraph,
a very sensible document in the main, and
contains suggestions that ought to prove
of value to other legislatures than the one to
which it is addressed. Itis mainly devoted
to the railroad question—the importance of
encouraging the building of new lines with
the object+of the development of the State
in view, and the negessity of preventing un-
just discriminations in freight rates. On
this latter point the governor asks for legisla-
tion which shall prohibit the railroads from
making up losses on through traffic
by imposing heavier burdens
upon local producers and merchants.
Railroad corporations in the State, he says,
have been organized ag common carriers, and

the suggestion is made whether it is not
desirable to prohibit by law any agent or
servant of a railroad company from business
competition in merchandige to be trans-
ported over its road, and to provide against
diserimination in favor of individuals. The
attention of the legislature is called to the
attempt being made by the railroad com-
missioners of the varions States to secure a
uniform system of railroad book-keeping in
aid of the aunthenticity and value of returns
made to commissioners.

‘While in ordinary circumstances competi-
tion is the life of trade, in the management
of railroads it is often its destruction. We
have seen within the past few months all the
trunk lines from St. Louis, Chicago and
Cincinnati to the East carrying passengers to
New York, Boston and Philadelphia at
merely nominal rates, the fare having been
reduced at one time as low as a dollar from
Cincinnati to New York. This business
was, of course, conducted at a loss, and taat
loss had to be made up by the companies by
the imposition of an additional tax upon
passengers who embarked at intermediate
stations. The numerous freight wars be-
tween railroads for the trade of their ter-
minal points have been an advantage to
shippers at New York and Chicago,
but a serions injury to those at intermediate
stations, upon whom {the lysses on the
through traflic were imposed. In this re-
spect, therefore, competition by railroads for
through traffic is a decided injury to the pub-
lic, and it is well to debate the question of
whether or not such competition should be
permitted.

The legislatures of some of the Western
States have attempted to regulate the rates
to be charged by railroads for passenger
and freight transportation with a view to
the prevention of such discriminations as
Gov. Crosswell complains of. They have met
with only indifferent success, Wisconsin,
Icwa and Illinois having abandoned the
attempt altogether. A case involving the
right of the legislature of Minnesota to reg-
ulate rates of transportation was taken be-
fore the supreme court of the United States,
and a decision rendered affirming that right.
The railroad companies nniformly resist any
attempt to interfere with what they denomi-
nate their corporate rights, one of
which they esteem to be the right to
discriminate in favor of or against whatever
cities, towns, or individuals they may choose.
Happily the State of Minnesota has not sur-
rendered as much to these corporations as
have our sister States, and as a consequence
the legislature has a complete legal
right to exercise control over them. It
may not be necessary for cur legis-
lature to take any further action in the mat-
ter of regulating freight and passenger rates
on railroads, but it can do no harm to keep
the matter in view, and to consider the best
measures to prevent extortion and diserim-
ination, if any shall be found to be prac-
ticed. So much of our own prosperity de-
pends upon our ability to obtain a cheap
means of access to the markets of the sea-
board, that the question is of the utmost
importance. The railroads can stimulate
or retard the development of our State more
than any other agency, and the people must
be invested with power to protect themselves
from any injusiice they may attempt, or be
contentto be their slaves.

OUR STATE TAXATION.

‘We publish elsewhere a table showing the
value of all property, real and personal, in
the State.of Minnesota, and each of the
counties thereof, together with the amount
and rate of taxation for the year 1878. The
table will be of great value to every property
owner, for it is suggestive not only of our
progress in weallth, but of the manner in
which our public officers have discharged
their duties—whether with a view to the
greatest economy or with lavish and extrav-
agant hand. It will be seen that among the
older counties the rate of taxation in Ramsey
county is the lowest, although some of the
new and unorganized counties can show a
somewhat lower rate. 'The range is wide,
being from five mills in Beltrami county
(unorganized) to thirty-five mills in Crow
Wing county. From the table we compile
the following salient facts, which will be of
general interest to the people throughout the
Stata. .

There are 16,714,348 acres of land assessed at
an average rate of $7.7214 per acre.

Total value of taxable land

(broad acres)............... $129,107,263 00
Total valoe of taxable land

town and city lots.......... 54,508,475 00

Total value of real proper-
t

$188,615,738 00

property L. 46,175,304 00
Total value of real and
personal property...... $220,701,042 00
Amount of general State taxes,
2410 mills.........c00.... $551,323 60
Amount of special State taxes,
sundry counties............ 21,897 05
Amount of tax for support of
State university........... 23,057 01
Total State taxes......... $595,777 66
Amount of general and special
Bchool taxes.........cuvuees $1,071,827 39
Amount of county taxes.. ... 803,054 01
Amount of special taxes for
seed grain..... L e 121,069 09
Amount of town and city
1 R A e N Sl s 1,208,405 24
Total taxes for all prop-
erby: . il $3,5805,133 99

The average rate of taxation, exclusive of
specinl taxes for seed grain, 16 4-10 mills.
There are 1,403,583 acres more land assessed
than in 1877, at 814 cents less average price per
acre, -nnd a total increase valuation of $10,338,-
041,
There is a decrease in the tax-
able value of town and city

lots of, ..o £2,501,282 00
Total increase of taxable real
PEODAELY. s a e s ai2isaisinnas) o 7,881,759 00
Increase of taxable personal
Property....cccveiviiinnana, 1,033,645 00
Total increase of taxable
propesty i ilo L., $8,865,404 00

It will be observed that on an increased
valuation of property our taxes have not ma-
terially increased, while the rate of taxation
has been decreased nearly a mill on the dol-
lar over last year. Nevertheless, the taxes
are none too low. Nowhere in the State are
there legitimate calls upon the taxpayers
more pressing than in Ramsey county, and
yet here the rate of t{axation is less than
thirteen mills. Every public improvement
undertaken here is prosecuted under peculiar
disadvantages. Our sewers have to be dug
for the most part through solid rock, and are
of necessity larger than is necessary in a city
located differently, for the waterflow down
our bluffs is frequently tremendoms. Cur
street grading is difficult, for limestone
meets the laborer at every step. The open-
ing of new streets and avenues is attended
with extraordinary cost, and yet, with all
these difficulties to encounter, our publio
servants have kept taxation down to its low-
est limit in striking contrast to the record of

other counties. The other counties in the

State would do well to emulate the exampls
set by Ramsey county in the economical ad-

ministration of her affairs.
———

CALEE CUSHING.

The death of Caleb Cushing, the veteran
politician and statesman, which was an-
nounced yesterday, will not surprige any of
our readers, for he has for years past been
on the verge of the grave, though still re-
taining his extraordinary mental vigor. The
main incidents of his life are familiar to
most of our readers, for he has occupied a
large share of the public attention for more
than half acentury. Born in the early part
of 1800, of a good family, he early showed
his mental precociousness. At the age of
17 he graduated from Harvard with high
honors, and soon afterwards engaged in the
practice of law. His fine'abilities soon gave
him a commanding place at the bar, from
which he naturally drifted into politics. He
was successively a member of both houses
of the Massachusetts legislature for many
years, and he thereafter graduated into Con-
gress, where he distinguished himself by his
close application to the business of the
House of Representatives. His great
erudition and large knowledge of the arts of
statecraft made him a marked character
among his associates. Having been ap-
pointed as secretary of the treasury in 1843
by President Tyler but rejected by the
Senate, he was commissioned ns a ropre-
sentative to China, where he negotiated our
first treaty with the Celestial kingdom. He
served with distinction in the Mexican war,
and while still in the field was nominated as
the Democratic candidate for governor of
Massachusetts, but being defeated he was
appointed associate justice of the State
supreme court. He served as attorney
general under Pierco,and won high dis-
tinetion for his able legal opinions.

At the Charleston convention Mr. Cushing

was chosen president, and it was
mainly  through his and Baotler's
efforta that that body failed

to make a nomination, and finally culminat-
ed in a rupture which ultimated in the late
civil war. He foresaw the war, and on his
return North told his friends to prepare for
it. He was universally blamed for causing
the fatal rupture in the Democratic party
and deserved it; lor his rulings, while tech-
nically correct, were biased in favor of his
own partisans.

Several years ago, Mr. Cushing having
joined the Republican party, President Grant
nominated him for chief justice of the sn-
preme court of the United States, but his
name was rejected by the Senate, and he
was sent as minister to Spain, to sccceed
Gen. Siokles. While there he represented
the govenment ably, and won high praise.
On his return to this country he relapsed
into obscurity, emerging only for a brief
period during the last gubernatorial cam-
paign, when he was nominated on the But-
ler ticket for attorney-general of Massachu-
setts. He declined the questionable honor.

Mr. Cushing was personally a man of
genial habits and much personal magnetism,
He,was liked by his associates, but distrusted
politically. His judgment was always con-
sulted on matters of State, and even in his
periodical retirement from public life he was
recognized as a power. He will be greatly
missed, for he has been long a link connect-
ing the old with the new school of politi-
cians.

DYING IN PARIS.

Funeral Fuss and Feathers, and the Least
of It All.
| Baltimore Sun Paris Letter. ]

I have, and indeed many others have, pic-
tured something about the expense of living
in Paris. Few of us say anything about the
expense of dying here. I would earnestly
commend to all visitors Lere to postpone
their dying until they get further on in the
world. A man is “ruined for life” if he dies
here. It is the most expensive place in

Iurope to shuoffle off this mortal coil. Don’t
do it. Live and spite the dcctor and his
aids-de-camp, the wverifacateurs des deces,
the funeral furnishers, the cemetery vam-
pires, and the endless accessories that de-
mand endless francs. The expense to bury
one dead man in Paris in a day would
comfortably support a whole family
of four persons in America for six
months “alive and kicking.” The red tape,
the black cloth, the fuss and the feathers in
the most modest style will absorb nearly
$500. From the hour that death comes in
the honse until he goes oud again Mammon
is actively dancing attendance upon him. I
am not surprised people dread to die. I be-
in io feel that way myself the longer I live
here. The details of these expenses, how-
ever serious the subject may be in évery re-
spect, present nevertheless some amusing
traits. For example: When in the bill of
items you see “tears, 15 franes,” ‘‘weepers,
10 francs,” and “regrets, 25 francs,” you are
inclined to langh. When you see a sliding
scale of grief represented by social classes
and pomp and show, empty carriages and
much mournful shams, you are forced to
smile. When yon get those big sheets
of letter paper, letire de faire part,
with solemn black borders and the po-
lite sentence of invitation done in splendid
flourishes of lively lithographic letters, and
commencing: ‘‘Vous etes prie d’assister
aux couvoi et service de,” &e.; and when yon
see a long list of names of family relatives
and friends, also beautifully flourished, you
are amazed with this document being so
hysterically verbose, humorous and jokishly
inclined, for frequently some of the posses-
sors of these names are thrusands of miles
away, and perfectly ignorant of the death of
the mourned ones. 1 could fill a couple of
columuns of the Sun with the deaths of “I,es
Pompes Funebus,” a wholesale and ready-
made burying and burial-furnishing estab-
lishment at La Villette: that has a monopoly
of doing “the. dead business.” It does
Vg roaring trade,” and divides
handsome annual profits to the shareholders
in sums of millions of franes. Itis an ex-
cellent institution, combining system and
promptness to a marvelous degree, and em-
ploying thousands of professional “moun-
ers’’—tearful personages ready made or to
order. The building alone at La Villette is
larger than any public edifice in Baltimore,
and has every appliance, from nearly 1,000
saddened black horses to millions of immor-
telles, that may be required for every grade
of funmeral. The men are {rained
by periodical lessons in the various expres-
sions of ‘the depths of grief" suitable for
funerals of high and low degree, and, thongh
they are proverbial jokers among them-
-selves, a smile or cheerful expression of face
while on daty wonld involve
immediate dismissal. The master of cere-
monies, or ¢ordonnateur, is a dramatic per-
sonage, dressed like the speaker of the Brit-
ish house of commons, or a superb flunkey
in black, with a mnssive steel chain and
round cape, in addition to his black silk
stockings, patent-leather shoes and bright
steel buckles, cutaway coat and the general
court custom. He moves about with more
ease and grace—and more importance than
the famous prince of pew openers in New
York—Brown. He fignres largely in the
bill, as does everything—the grave being the
mosat expensive item of all. The only com-
mendable feature of these ceremonies is ce-
lerity, and the sooner such are got rid of the
better.

LAKE IMPROVEMENT.

Volce of the Memorlal Committee of the
8t. Paul Convention to Congress--Cursory
but Forcible Review of the Natlonal Ad-
vantages to be Derlved from the Im-

provement of the Great Inland Water
Route.

The Lake Improvement convention held
here on the 18th ult. appointed a committee
to prepare a memorial to Congresg, urging
the improvements on the lake water route
advocated by the convention. The com-
mittee have been engaged upon the work of
preparing a suitable and comprehensive doc-
ument, and yesterday finished the following :

MEMORIAL.
To the Honorable Senators and Representatives
of the Congress of the United States:

The committee appointed by the lake im-
provement convention—held at St. Paul De-
cember 18, 1878, composed of delegates from
the different trade centers of the country in-
terested in the commerce of the great inkes
—present to your honorable bodies this me-
morial, and beg leave to refer to the follow-
ing resolutions and extract from the report
adopted by the convention :

'I'he most prominent feature of our inland
water system is the great lakes which pour,
through natural and artificial openings, their
waters to the sea. These lakes extend from
near the northern boundary of Minnesota, a
distance of 1,400 muiles, to the Atlantic
ocean, nearly one-half the distayce across
the continent from ocean to ocean. Between
the head of Lake Superior and the Pacific
Ocean, a distance of 1.720 miles, and inside
of the limits that will manly seek this water
outlet—we speak of American territory alone
—is a large portion of Minnesota, Wiscon-
sin, all of Oregon, and the Territories of
Wyoming, Dakota, Montana, Washington
and Idaho, making an area of over 600,000
square miles, and more than three times in
extent the great States of New York, Penn-
sylvania, New Jersey, Massachusetts, Mary-
land and Connecticut. This region of coun-
try is capable of sustaining, at the present
rate of population in the Eastern States, over
20,000,000 of people. It may be further and
safely said, that this vast vegion, as devel-
oped, will, in the production of the cereals,
stock, capabilities of sustaining population,
wealth of minerals and salobrious climate,
fully equal and favorably compared with any
like extent of territory on the American con-
tinent. As this region develops and be-
comes the homes of millions of people, the
bulk of its exports will move for distribution
to the cities of the East, and via the Atlantie
Ucean to the markets of Europe, while its
imports must mainly come from the Eastern
centers and from Europe, through the same
channels for distribation.

That these limitless productions which
will greatly contributs to supply the wants
of many millions of people shall be carried
from the producer to the consaumer at the
lowest cost of handling and transportation,
will not be disputed. 'That this commerce
will find its most direct and cheapest passage
through the great lakes, is equally plain to
all. This important result, however, will
not be reached till the people of the coun.
try fully realize the deep interest they have
in the question, and the government re-
sponds with the help required. This work
is easily accomplished and at a cost that,
commensurate with its importance, is mere-
ly nominal. What is imperatively demand-
ed is the right improvement of the harbors,
especially the harbor at the head of Lake
Superior, and the water-ways, straits or
canals connecting the lakes with each other
and with the ocean. This done, unbroken
navigation is furnished to full-sized vessels
through the lakes, and 1,400 miles of water
navigation is extended towards and reaching
into one of the most fertile sections of the
continent.

Wheat can then be carried from Daluth or
Superior to the Eastern cities at less than 6
cents per bushel; flour at 25 cents per barrel.
Wheat and fl sur respectively to Liverpool, 18
cents per bushel, 90 cents per barrel, and
other tonnage in like proportion; thus will
the consumer and producer recsive like
benefits from the rednced cost of transpor-
tation.

The Northern Pacific railway has opened
to settlement the country west to the Mis-

completed at the western end, and 600 milss
of the line is now in operation. Thus, if the
lake improvement asked for were completed,
more than two-tyirds of this great con-
tinental highway by rail and water, would
to-day be open to the profitable uses of com-
merce, while the extension of the line is
steadily progressing to the Pacific ocean.
The 8t. Paul & Bionx City, the Sionx City &
St. Paul, the 8t. Panl & Daluth, the St.
Paul & Pacifio, Minneapolis & St. Lonuis,
and St. Paul, Stillwater & Taylors Falls
railways, are now reaching to and traversing
the country we are describing, yet whatever
may come by way of bnsinese or usefulness
to these lines, the benefits to the peoplo
from their construction, can be bat partly
realized till they can carry their tonnage to
Lake Superior, their natural and cheap out-
let to the markets of the world. -

The country referred to and tributary to
these roads is being rapidly settled by hardy
and industrions populations, while ifs pres-
ent productions and future promise are

awakening the surprise and commanding the
admiration of the conntry.

Emigration from the crowded cities and
agricultural seclions of the East, as well as
from Europe, is moving in to oceupy the
section we have described with unprecedent-
ed rapidity. It is not possible that onr gov-
ernment will much longer permit the few im-
pediments in the lake connections to fatally
hinder and obstruct the movement of its
present and future production to the mar-
kets of the world.

The distance from head of Lake Superior
to Montreal via the lakes, the Welland and
St. Lawrence canals, is 1,260 miles, while
from Chicago or Dulnth to New York via the
lakes, Buffalo, Erie canal and Hudson river,
it is 1,400 miles, a distance of 139 miles in
favor of the St. Lawrence route. "The dis-
tance from Montreal to Liverpool via Belle
Isle straits, 2,790 miles, and 2,900 via Cape
Race; against 3,040 miles from New York to
Liverpool. The distance from Chieago ,to
Liverpool via Montreal and Straits of Belle
Isle,is 4,051, and via Montreal and Cape
Race, 4,259 miles, against 4,459 miles via
New York.

The rates of freight from Chicago to Kings-
ton in 1876 were from six to seven and a
half cents a bushel, with additional - charges
of three to three and a half cents for the
barge transportation thence to Montreal; an
aggregate of nine to eleven cents a bushel,
equal to $3.00 to $3.67 per ton from Chica-
go to Montreal. The ratein 1877, including
freight from Chicago to Kingston, and barge
charges of threeto three and o half cents a
bushel from the latter place to Montreal,
wes $3.62 on wheat, and $3.39 & ton on
corn, including all expenses.

The reduction in the cost of transporta-
tion on the lakes, by the use of a large class
of vessels, in place of the small crafts em-
ployed in 1845, is much more marked than
the reduction on the canals, as the lake ves-
sels of the largest class have fifteen times the
capacity of the largest vessel in 1845. The
cost now from Chicago to Buffalo per ton on
the largest vessels is about halfa mill on a
ton a mile, or forty-fivecents a ton for & dis-
tance of nine hundred miles.

The vessels now navigating the lakes and
passing through the Canadian canals, carry
from seventeen to twenty thousand bushels
of grain; but on the completion of the en-
largement of the canals, vessels carrying
sixty thousand bushels will load at the head
of Lake Superior for Kingston or Montreal
direct, at about one-third of the present cost
by small vessels.

- Thus it will be seen that the water-routes,
reaching to the East and Europe, are the
vehicles furnished by nature to carry to
market the productions of the couniry rc-
ferred to, when they reach the point of tran-

souri river; a seciion of the same road is.

shipment from the land carriage that brings
them to the water. When these rontes are
rightly improved, we may safely predict tuat
the policy and interest of the railways in
the West will be to carry their tonnage to,
and not around and away from Lake Sau-
perior from three to four hundred mils, by
expensive lines, out of the way to market.
‘  RESOLUTIONS.

WHEREAS, The rapid settlement and fertile
character of the vast region of country
north and west of the head of Lake
Buperior, and its inexhaunstible mineral and
timber resources, calls for such improvement
of our northern water-way as will give ‘the
largest sized vemsels free and uninterrupted
navigation through the great lakes, and thus
secure to the producer the cheapest and most
direct route and to the consumer the products
of this region at the smallest cost; amr

WueReas, The greatest obstruction to this
water-way is in the Bt. Mary's river, between
Lake Buperior and Lake Huron, the present
condition of which permits vessels of but
twelve feet draft to pass; and, although the
government has made large expenditures in
the construction of a ship canal for vessels
drawing sixteen feet of water, it cannot be
available for the purposes desinged, until such
further improvements are made to the river be-
low as will give the required depth of water,
and thus save the present loss of thirty per
cent. in the carrying capacity of modern lake
vessels and the annually recurriug loss of ro
much of the public wealth; therefore,

Resotved, That we respectiully urge upon
Congress the immediate acceptance by the
United States of the St. Mary’s canal, in ac-
cordance with the offer of the State of Michi-
gan of April 3, 1869, its establishinent as a free
canal, and the speedy completion of the new
look and its approaches,

Atesolved, That we ask of Congress an appro-
priation for the further survey of the channels
between Lake Superior and Lake Huron, and
80 much for the improvement of the present
channel and the Bt. Clair flats and Detroit
river, as in the opinion of the war department
can be judiciously expended the coming season.

Lesolved, That we fnrther petition Congresa
for an appropriation to conplete the survey of
the harbor at the head of Lake Superior, and
its early improvement 8o as to meet the pres-
ent inereasing demands of commerce.

Resolved, That it is of the utmost import-
ance that the necessary harbors on the northern
water-way be suitably improved.

Should your honorable bodies grant the
prayer of your memorialists, and make such
appropriations as will assure the prompt
completion of the works demanded, all
scotions of the country will receive measure-
less benefits in the guarantees thus given to
millions in the East, South and Middle
States for the increase in the necessaries of
life at a greatly reduced cost.

Further than this, the opening of this
great water way will enable the producers of
the West to place their agricultural produc-
tions in foreign markets, at such reduced
cost as will bring them in direet competition
with like products of Russia, or any portion
of Enrope or British India.

Our exports of thess productions have
already assumed such proportions as to dem-
onstirate that a further réasonable and readily
attainable reduction in the cost of transport-
ation from points of production to the ocean
will so lower the export cost of breadstuff
and meals from the West as to enable this
country largely to supply the old world with
food. Reaching this result, we will have
seoured that balance of trade in our favor,
that certain sapply of coin, which will aid in
sustaining the good credit, progress and
prosperity of the country.

More than 60 per cent. of the popnlation
of Great Britain are; dependent on foreign
food supplies ; -while her steadily growing
population is increasing this dependence,
wise statesmanship now demands that we
shall place ourselves in a position lo increase
our pawer to supply this deficiency by the
expenditure of the small amount demanded
to sccure guch sure and veluable returns.
The U'nited States during the year ending
June 20, 1877, exported to England in grain,
flour, live sheep, cattle, pigs, dead meat,
pork, bacon and hams, butter, cheese, eggs
and potatoes, amounting in value to $150,-
000,000.

Retarns of British grain imports from the
various countries for a period of nine months
ending October 31 of the current year,

show :

From Owts,
Russia ... cooove iiiiiiienniaos oo, 7,482,448
COTTORDY -2 fore s o s, R Rt ey 4,112,184
Framoe = nianas, N s 11,061
Turkey, Wallachia and Moldavia..... 200,857
L A S e 198,194
U.s. | On Atlantic........... 20,903,997

| On Pacific. .

Total .........c.ciivnisnnsenss, 49,189,102
The quantity received from United States
ports was 25,112,939 owts. Thus, of the
total importations of wheat into the United
kingdom during the six months ended June
30, 1878, nearly 6315 per cent. was from the
United States.

American competition in breadstuffs and
the cheap grazing lands of this country are
telling more upon English farm production
from year to year.

‘Lhe United Kingdom imported of live ani-
mals in 1877 abont 300,000 cattle, 1,000,000
sheep, from 40,000 to 50,000 swine, and 30,-
524 horses. Since the first of last May and
up to the 1st of September, there have been
an average of 3,000 cattle a wesk shipped to
Great Britain from Montreal, Boston, New
York, Philadelphia and Baltimore. The
shipping of live stock and dead meat to
Great Britain, now in its infancy, bids fair
in a no distant foture to assume enormons
proportions.

Of the $1,595,000,000 worth of British im-
ports for the year 1876,

%795,000,000 were for food;

$595,000,000 for raw materials;

205,000,000 for manufactured and mis-
cellaneous articles.

With the improvement of the northern
water way, as urged by the convention, the
exportation of products from the West to
Europe must rapidly increase and largely
contribate to supply the seven hundred and
ninety-five million dollars worth . of food
now annually imported by Great Britain.

The great valley of the Red river is
peculiarly adapted to the production of the
cereals as well as the raising of stock, It is
capable of producing one hundred million
bushels of wheat annually, and is destined
to become with contignous areas, the food
producing region of the American continent,
and largely the sonrce of the food supply of
the world. The opening and cheapening of
the lake route, via Lake Superior to the
Atlantic, is speedily to develop this now
comprratively unused source of the nation’s
wealth, as well as to cheapen to millions at
home and abroad, the necessaries of life.

With the hope that your honorable bodies
will grant the reasonable request of your
petitioners, they will ever pray.

Gro. H. Evry, Cleveland,

H. M. Ricg, 8t, Paul,

E. W. Durant, Stillwaler,

H. A. Tayror, Hudson,

C. H. Graves, Daluth,

R. Cavre, Minneapolis,

E. 8. Tyrer, Fargo,

S. F. Brermax, Buffalo,

B. Hacamaw, Oswego.
Besides the promulgation of the above, the
committee have about completed the pro-
ceedings of the convention in pamphlet form
for general and widespread distribution.

Half a Million Failure at Wilkesbarre, Pa.

WiLkesBARRE, Pa., Jan. 3.—The failure of
Bennett Phelps has caused a run on the
Miners’ savings bank, which was stopped by
the enforcement of the sixty day regulation.
The firm’s liabilities are probably halfa mil-
lion, but creditors are to be paid in full.
Business houses are embarrassed by the
failure of J. H. Swoyer. One, N. Wolf & Co.,
druggist, made an assignment.

Pr:;ua Trade of Chicago.
The produce trade of Chicago for 1878
amounted to $219,700,000; the wholesale

trade to $280,000,000; the manufactures to
$230,000,000.

THE CIVIL VS. THE MILITARY.

The Sanctity of Military Red Tape Docu-
ments--The Courts Not Allowed to In-
apect Offloial Military Papera.

As this community has close alliance with
the army in social, business, and official rela-
tions, the Grone takes occasion to republish
for its constituency the following

JUDIOIAL ARMY DEOISIONS.
Two cases involving interesting points of
law affecting the conduct of army officers,have
recently arisen in the civil couria. The first
one arose in the New York State supreme
court in Brooklyn. :
In a private suit of a discharged soldier
against his former post commander, for
damages for libel, the plaintifi’s attorney
subpcenaed Major-General W. 8. Hancock,
commanding the military division of the
Atlantio, and his adjutant and inspector-
generals, in their respective official capaci-
ties, to each bring with them
All books and papers, letters, orders, in-
dorsements, reports, charges, opinions and
copies where the originals cannot be produced,
and generally all papers on file in your office
orin your custody, relating in any way to
the arreats, trial, confinement and conviction
of plaintiff...... at a certain post] during the
months of.... and to date.
This is intended to cover all papers, writings
and everything relating to the case of...|the
plaintiff while a soldier] now in your custody,
and all other deeds, evidencea and writings,
which you have in your custody or power con-
cerning the premises. And for a failure to at-
tend you will be deemed guilty of a contempt
of eourt, and liable to pay all loss and damages
sustained thereby, to tﬁe party aggrieved, and
forfeit 850 in addition thereto.

It will be perceived by [these subpcenas
that the officers to whomj they were re-
spectively directed were required to attend in
their official capacities and not merely to
testify to what they knew as to the merits as
private individuals, they, by the way, know-
ing nothing.

When the case was reached on the court’s
calendar and called for trial, the judge ad-
vocate of the divisien of the Atlantic, Asa
Bird Gardner, said he desired to make an in-
terlocutory motion and interpose on behalf
of the general government, in order to ob-
tain a ruling of the court as to how far the
plaintiff could, through his counsel, nse the
process of that court to obstruct the bl.!amess
of another government. That he desired to
present the three subpcenas {o the court and
invite attention to the fact that the three
gentlemen therein referred to had been sum-
moned to attend in their official capacities
and to bring the public records of another
government into that court, and, for the
time being, retard and impede the public
business in their respective offices. That the
rule was well settled that every document of
a paublic nature which there would be an in-
convenience in removing, and which the
party has a right to inspect, may be proved
by a duly authenticated copy, and further
that the United States supreme court, some
time ago, in the case of the United States vs.
Percheman, decided that & copy given by a
public officer, whose duty it is to _kee‘p' the
original of any record, ought to be recesived
in evidence. Y

Mr. Gardner further remarked that in a
case he himself had had in that very court
in 1869, it had been ruled that a copy of a
morning guard report, authenticated by the
post adjutant of Fort Hamilton, N. Y.
Harbor, was entitled to be received in evi-
dence.

That the process which the attorney, as an
officer of the court, had served on these
three distinguished officials, was a process
from the court of one government to coutrol
the actions of the officials of another govern-
ment exercising appropriate functions with-
in the same territorial area, and that if every
court in the State shonid call for the books
and papers of the office it wounld stop public
business. s

That the supreme court of the United
States (December term, 1871,) in the case of
Farble, in which the speaker had appeared
as counsel, had ruled explicitly on this point
of interference; that General Hancock and
his two staff officers who had been summon-
ed, appeared in court as a matter of personal
respect to the presiding judge. And that
the general had too often acted on
the rule that in this government
of law the military is subordioate
to the civil anthority to have his sentiments
misunderstood. Mr. Gardner forther said
that it would not be seemly for a witness to
urge the question, but that both the State
and general governments had rights, and
one could not interfere with the officers of
the other in discharge of their proper duties
unless the power waus constitutionally given.

Mr. Gardner also expressed doubts as to
whether the plaintiff had any right even to
a copy of any governmental action of Gen.
Hancock of a quasi judicial nature where he
acted npon the proceedings of a court or
upon charges preferred, under the direction
gwven him by law. Further, that any report
made by an inspector-general under orders
was, 1n his judgment, a confidential commu-
nication for the consideration of govern-
ment of an official nature and generally priv-
ileged.

The counnsel for plaintiff arguned his right
to compel the attendance and production of
papers. Through the court, however, he
was constrained to disclaim any indignity.
The court quashed the three subpcenas, rul-
ing that public officers could not be com-
pelled to attend and produce public records.

The second case arose in the United States
circuit court for the Sounthern district of
New York, and was as follows: A police-
man brought to the commanding officer of
Fort Columbus, & man whom he had arrested
a8 a deserter from Company F, Fifth cavalry.
The parties accompanied the commander to
his office, when the policeman repeated the
information in the prisoner’s presence, and
upon the eommandant inquiring of the wan
what his name was, he replied, Charles Kim-
merle, of Company F, Fifth United States
cavalry. He was thereupon confined, and
his troop commander notified. Subse-
quently be, on several cccasions to the officer
of the day and sergeant of the guard, stated
how his name was spelt, and four times drew
clothing, signing receipts in duplicate as
“Charles Kimmerle.” The records of the
adjutant-general’s offico showed that such a
man had enlisted in New York in 1871, and
deserted within gix months, while en route to
his regiment. The description on enlist-
ment paper exactly corresponded with the
prisoner.

Subsequently a writ of habeas corpus was
served for the production of Gottlieb Eman-
nel Kimmerle before the United States cir-
cuit court, Judge Blatchford. On the hear-
ing the foregoing facts were proven by Mr.
Gardner. On the other side, Kimmerle him-
self swore he had never been in the army,
and that his name was not Charles, but as
given in the writ. He admitted that he had
never protested or corrected his name, al-
though afforded abundant opportunities so
to do. Five or six witnesses, in order to
prove an alibi, swore he was not out of New
York or from home in 1871, at the times he
was claimed to have enlisted.

Onthe 9th December, Judge Blatchford
rendered the decision, that “on all the evi-
dence in this case he was of opinion that the
prisoner did enlist and desert as alleged, and
that he is not entitled to his discharge on
the writ of habeas corpus.”

By statuie these writs are necessarily of a
summary character, affording but little time
to secure proper evidence. If a command-
ing officer can show sufficient probable cause
to induce a belief that the prisoner is guilty
of the crime of desertion, the. writ should
be dismissed, as the province of that great
safeguard is nct to try a cause npon its mer-
ita to ascertain whether or not the prisoner
is really guilty.

When, however, the question of identity
of the party is raised, there is greater diffi-
culty. In the case first referred to all the
prisoner’s company were outon an expedi-
tion on the frontier, beyond the reach of
telegraphic and prompt mail cominunieation.
The prisoner was concluded, however, by his
own acknowledgments and conduct when the

Ppost commander undertook, bofore receiviag
him, to investigate the case, for how could
he know there was a Charles Kimmerle, a de-
serter from company F., Fifth cavalry, on
the frontier? Therefore, even where the
question of identity was raised, as long as
the government could show sufficient proba-
ble ceuse to induee a belief that the prisoner
is Charles Kimmerle, the court would dis-

.miss the writ, leaving it to the trial to go

fully into the whole question on due prepa-
ration, which a writ of habeas eorpus  does
not afford.

Had the commanding officer of Fort Co-
lumbus not taken the precautions he did,
the prisoner would have been discharged,
and he liable to damages in an action for
false imprisonment,

GLUBELETS,

Bitting Bull has settled down to chopping
cordwood.

Train-wreckers continue their nefarions work
in Connecticut.

Millionaire Fair reached Ban Francisco by way
of Panama on Monday.

Wade Hampton received eleven wounds dur-
ing the war, one of them a saber-thrust.

WheT™ Chicago paper recently spoke of “the
black haleyon of human ferocity,” it meant a
murderer.

A call is out for an inter-State convention of
sugar-cane growers of the Nothwest in St.
Lonis, Jan, 8.

A negro man has been appointed on the Bos-
ton police force. He is to act as messenger for
the commissioners.

Colonel John D. Washburn's illness is said to
be directly attributable to certain unjust cen-
sure of the newspapers.

The Philadelphians have used during the
year 19,387,077,669 gallons of fresh water—
mestly in washing pavements.

General Grant’s tittle-tattle corps hint that
he will hunt in the West next summer, after
visiting California and Oregon.

Mrs. Conners, the Fall River, Mass., woman
who was bitten three weeks ago by a mad cat,
has just died from hydrophobia.

Forty young ladies lost their wardrobes in
the fire that destroyed Millersbury Female col-
lege, at Paris, Ky., on Baturday.

Nathan Ives, one of the crew of the Kear-
sarge when she sunk the rebel pirate Alabama,
died recently at Norwalk, Conn.

A negro lunatic in the Danville (Va.) jail
claims to be George Wasnington, to be 2,000
years old, and to be worth £2,000,000.

Minister Jeha Baker will return to Illinois
from Venezuela in February. Mrs. Baker's ill
health makes this Northern trip necessary.

Judge Alphonso Taft celebrated the twenty-
fifth anniversary of his second marriage, at
his home in Cincinnati, on Tuesday evenimg
last.

Under the general law of Missouri, jurors
must be able to read. In Bt, Louis this dis-
qualified over 90 per cent. of the colored resi-
dents,

Ex-Governor Hendricks has not yet left In-
dianapolis for Washington. He spends most of
his time in the court rooms now-a-days looking
up luere,

Genéthi®herman says that he has seen all
the royal ladies at the European courts, but
never one who could discharge her social duties
as gracefully as Mrs, Hayes.

Scientific Boston now sings its bymns at
prayer meetings, not out of hymn books, but
from hymn screens, wherenpon they are pro-
jected by means of a stereopticon.

Lucius B. Eager was a Cleveland, Ohio, law-
yer. This Eager thought to make money by
starting a liguor saloon, and though he didn't
go near the saloon he has been disbarred.

One of thuse astonishing New York corre-
spondents of country.papers has discovered and
announces that New Yorkers, as a role, are sim-
ple eaters, “‘but the carringe and the theatre
lay up the salvage.”

The Little Rock Gazelte says that one rail-
way has spent over $150,000 within the past
three years to promote immigration into
Arkansas, and vhat it is just beginning to reap
the fruit of its labors,

The Archduke Rudolf, crown prince of Aus-
tria, accidentally shot himself a few days ago
in the left hand with a saloon pistol. The
charge passed through the fleshy purt between
the thumb and first finger,

When Eeuben Springer, a wealthy resident
of Cincinnati, heard of the finanecial shonls
into which iil winds had blown the honored
prelate of the Catholic church in Cincinnaii,

he proffered the Archbishop & check for £40,-
Oud.

Certain members of the 'Logian Society of
Williams College, Mass., are developing a strong
aflinity for fire and brimstone, as this ques-
tion recently proposed shows: *‘Hesolved, that
the devil is a black maun, with a barb on his
tail painted red.” X

A little girl in Groton, N. Y., put a lot of
pop-corn, which she had carried in her pocket,
in some milk and ate a portion of it. Bhe be-
came violently ill soon after, and examination
showed a small cake of paint among the corn
in the bottom of the bowl.

A writer in the Boston 77 ranseript compares
Gen. Butler to Lord Beaconsfield. ‘Butler
would be a snob in England,” says the writer,
just as By field would a demogogue
in America, for demogogism is the democratic
substitnte for snobbishness.

Robert Downing, a wood-chopper living near
Dallas, Texas, got a Christmas present of §11,-
430. His grandfather, a New York merchant,
had willed that sum to Downing, and the attor-
ney happened to forward the money so that it
reached Dallas on Chrismas day.

Mr. A. G. Peaice, a colored man, is a candi-
date for the clerkship in Washington county,
Miss., a vacancy having been caused by the
death of Albert Shadd, also a negro. He an-
hounces himself as “‘heartily in accord with

the Democratic party of the State and
county,”

Owing to the total lack of boating interest
at Williams College, Mass., it is suggested that
the boats be sold, and the boat house be torn
down. The money appropriated by Cyrus W.
Field, for the improvement of the course, is
heing expended on the village street, and the
#35 paid for annual repnirs on the lot where
the boat house is, is money thrown away,

The citizens of Halifax, Nova Secotia, are
termed Heligonians; why, no one seems to
know. Justat present the Heligonians are in
fierce wrath 1 pondent of the
London Times has said that the Halifax people
are chiefly Africans and Micmacks; thas the
ladies are all splay-footed, and that at fashion-
able dinners the chief dish is pork and beans,
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Attention is being directed to Prof. Botbeer's
accounts of the amount ot gold recently quar-
ried and washed in Ruksia. According to this
German scholar, the average value of the gold
found in that conntry has risen to £23,250,000
ayear. This being about half the sum re-
quired for payment of interest abroad, it must
in time improve the financial position of the
country. Prof. Sotbeer is justly regarded as

one of the most trustworthy authorities on
finance.

A ion for illuminati & Teheran by gas
has been given to a Frenchman, M. Fabius
Boital, who has lately gone into print in de-
fense of the shah. Among other things he
sveaks of the patriarchal life the shah leads
with his mother and his wives. As M. Boital
is said to have been acquainted with Persian
high life for many years, it is no doubt in those
rf-giom that he heard of the shah spending his
time with bis wother, which anguost lady died
five years ago.
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