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Were Young

Years Ago Whenr We
and Charming
FATHEE HENNEPIN ROAMED

And Discovered the Spot Which Now Is
Venerated
GELEBRATING ANOT
Which is Older Than George Wash-
ington or the Fourth of July.

AN
S0

LE EVENT

AND RIGHT ROYALLY 'TWAS DONE
the Minnesota distorical Society
and Attendant Friends.

B¥

A SCENZ NEVER DREAMED OF

By the Venerable Expiorer Who Trav-
cled Two Centuries Since.
AND SENTIMENT J2IN

NOANG

» Uommemorate What Was, and Is
and Is to Be.

A GALDAXY oF SPEAKERS

Addresses by Gen. Sibley, Gov. Davis,
Secretary Ramsey, Gen. Sherman.
Bishop Ireland, and Gen.
Rosser.

The Day We Celebrated.,

Lonis Hennepin, a Franciscan (Reoolleot)
missionary, was boran at Ath, Bslgiom, abouat
1640, and died in Holland subsequent to
1600. After his entrancs to the Franciscan
order he traveled through Germany and Italy
and was then for a year ssttied at Hal in Bal-
giam. Then his guperiors sent bix: to Artois,
whence he visited Calais and Daakirk and at
these places acquired a taste for the sea by
intercourse with sailors. It was an age of
adventurorns explorers by ses, and sailors
were to be met at alwost every port who
knew more of the world than wes laught in
the schools where Henuepin was edc-
oated, and whose narratives of the strange
Iands and peoples they had seen were
stranger than the most romantic of the nar-
ratives of the fathers he had read. From
Artois he went to Holland, and for eight
months had charge of a hospital at Vaes-
tricht. At the battie of Senef, between the
Prince of Conde and William of Orange, in
1674, he was present as a regimental chep-
lain. ''he next year he was ordered to Oan-
ada, and embarked at LaRochelle with Bish-
op Laval and the Sieur da LaSalle, with
whom he became a favorite. For some
time he preached at Quebec, and then in
1676 he was sent to take charge of
2 indian mission at Fort Fontenae, (com-
manded by La BSalle,) where the city of
Kimgston, Canada, now stands. While there
he visited the Indians of the Five Nations
and the Dutch settlement at Albany. In
1678, having meantime returned to Quebec,
he was attached to the expedition of La
Salle, designed to find the moath of the
Mississippi and establish colonies ; and on
August 7, 1679, embarked on Lake Erie with
La Salle, and his command, on board a ves-
3ol hailt for their lake voyage. They sailed
over Liakes Erie, Huron and Michigan, and
by canoes (and portages) followed the St.
Joseph’s, Kankakee aad Illinois rivers, and
bailt Fort Crevecceur near the present
prusent site of Peoria. From' here, while
L Salle retarned to FortFrontenac for sup-
piies, Father Hennepin was charged with a
voyage ot disoovery to the sources of the
Mississippi, which had not then been ex-
plored above the mouth of the Wisconsin.
Aocompanied by Picard du Gay aud Miohael
Also, he set ont in a canoe Febraary 29, 1680,
followed the 1lllinois to its mouth, and
ascended the Mississippi, was taken captive
by the Sioux, and while a captive with them,
saw the Falls of St. Anthony, and gave tham
their name in honor of his patron saint.

Subsequently, after his retarn to Earope
and publication of his narrative of
Le Salle’s (first) expedition, and
nis own explorations, with a description
of the uppsr Mississippi country, on account
of disobedience, he was forced to leave the
sarvice of France and is said to have enter-
ed the service of William IIL. of England.
About 1697 he abandoned the clerical dress
hat to the end of his life subseribed to his
name “Recollect Missionary and Apostolio

Notary.

Hennepiu: was one of the many who are
types of that age of discovery, a bold, light
hearted explorer, but an enthusiast, & qusint
writer, but so far as his description of the
apper Missisippi oountry and its
Indians can be identified with our later
knowledge, a remarkably correct narrator.
Bat a book, purporting to be a second edi-
tion of his narration, which was published
in Utrecht after, or about the time he is said
to have gone into the service of the English
king, contains a manifestly false interpella-
tion—an account of a voyage down the Mis-
aissippi to the Gulf of Mexico, which Hen-
nepin could not have made. Because of this
Gather Hennepin has been bitterly de-
nounced by various historians. Bancroft,
for an extreme instance, says that
Hennepin ‘“is now remembered, not mere-
iy ag a light hearted, ambitions, daring
disocoverer, but also as a boastful liar.”

The historical society of Minnesota, who
have had ooccasion to verify Hennepin’s ori-
ginal narration, and found it substantially
correot, being also in possesion of informa-
tion thet the researches of a competent
American historian and antiquarian (John
Gilmeray Shea)have cleared away the Utrecht
interpeliation and other matters, so that the

first white man in Minnesota may without.

doubt be regarded as 8 worthy example of
the missionary priests of his time, has had
no hesitation in giving to Minnesota as a
day of festival and congratulation, the two
Bundredth anniversary of Father Hennepin’s
most striking achievement, from which dates
the begining of the history of our seloved
Stal

te. g
In celebrating the day, (fixed for convea-
ionoe in absenoce of knowledge as to the pre-
cise day on which the Recollect missionary
in 1680 first saw and named the great falls
of the Mississippi,) onr Historical society
oelebrated the birthday of Minnesota and

the new Northwest of to-day. In honoring
Hennepin they honored the olass to which
he belonged—those brave clergymen of two
centuries ago who came with the first of white
men into the heart of our continent and who
were at once explorers, historians of discoy-
ery and heralds and martyrs of religion.

Minneapolis.
The young giant city at the Falls ot St.

Anthony has seconded the purpose of the
Historical society, with liberality of expendi-
ture and heartiness of hospitality, to which
must mainly be attributed the great success
of the celebration. For detasis of the elab-
orate preparations for the event and of the
entertainment of all attending it from abroad,
the reader Is referred to the particuiar ac-
counts below of the proceedings of the day.
It will suffice to say here, and to avoid repe-
tition, that in every respect the public-spir-
ited citizens of Minneapolis won honor for
themselves 1 honoring their guests of the
day.
IN GALA ATTIRE.

The city of Minneapolis never saw sueh a
day as yesterday. It simoss appesred as
thongh the inanimate earth on which _the
cityis built—her magnificent blocks of build-
ings, her immense mills and aven the grgnd
falls themselves, were aware that something
more than ordinary was taking place. The
broad avenues were teeming with life, and
every artery of the city pulsated with a glad
and gleesome fesling, which developed itself
in the smiling conctenances of ber citizens,
and with the outward emblems of a general
rejoicing. Most of the business houses a:nd
many private dwellings were decorated with
flags, evergreens, eto., all testifying to the
general joy felt by all. In fact it was Min-
neapolis’ “Saturday out ”’ and she enjoyed it.
The privacy of home and the conventionaii-
ties of society which ordinarily “doth hedge
us in” were for the nonoce laid aside, and all,
whether old or young, regardless of previous
condition, gave themselves up to a gala day.
The moving tide of humanily, the gayly
decked blocks of buildings, the floating stars
and stripes and the g I air of pl )
everywhere visible, corspired to give the lo-
cality a holiday appearance never seen be-
fore. Certainly not since the day Father
Hennepin looked upon it and pronounced it
good, ten hundred years ago.

The Grand Procession.
The official programme for the day had
announced that the procession wounld be
formed promptly at 9 o. . Committees of
arrangements may propose, but it not infre-
quently happens that those who take part in
pageants of this character, dispose of time
to suit their convenience. [t so happened
yesterday. As eerly as 8 o’clock all the
principal streets of the city were filled with
people on foot, in carrriages, on horseback
and in arms, waiting for the procession to
form. It was somehow understood that
General Sherman, Seeretary Ramsey and
the other notables were to arrive atan early
hour at the University, and come from
thenee to the Nicollet hotel, where arrange-
ments were to be made for assigning them
positions in the grand procession. An im-
mense throng of people assembled in front
of the hotel and for over an hour waited pa-

tiently, in the broiling sun, to
catch a glimpse of the distingunished
visitors. About half past ten their

curiosity was gratified, for at that hour a
number of carriages, containing Gen. Sher-
man, Secretary Ramsey, Hon. E. B. Wash-
burne and other distingnished gentlemen
drove to the main entranc-  .ae hotel. The
features of nearly all were familiar to the
dense throng, and as they alighted from
their carriages they were greeted with a
sucoession of cheers. A few moments were
spent in the parlors of the Nicollet to allow
for introductions, rafreshments, etc., when
the party once more took their places in car-
riages and proceeded to Brid;re Square where
the grand procession was formed in the fol-
lawing order, under the command of Gen. J.
'r, Rosser, marshal of the day assisted by
some aides:
THE ORDER OF PROCESSION:
Gen. Rosser, Marshal of the Day and Aide, Of-
ficer Hoy. 3
Platoon of Sixteen Minneapolis Police. Com-
manded by Sergeant West.
Great Western Union Band.
Hon. W. D. Washburn and Mayor Rand in Car-
riages.
General W. T. Sherman and Secretary of War
Ramsey.
Governor Pillsbary.
Ex-Governor C. C. Wasbburn, and Rev. Mr.

Neill.
Hon. E. B. Washburne, D. Morrison and Axn-
thony Kelly.
Members of the City Council.
Members of the County Board.
City and County Officials.
Hon. W. 8. King and Friend.
Fort Spelling Military Band.
Two Companies U. 8. Regulars.
Veterans of the War for the Union.
Mounted Zouave Lancers.
Zouave Drum Corps and Band.
Minneapolis Zouaves.
Minneapolis Light Infantry.
St. John the Baptiste Suciety.
Swede Brothers' Society.
0dd Fellows’ Encamvpment.
North Star Lodge, I. O. O. I'.
Sons of Herman.
Father Matthew Cadeta.
Father Matthew T. A. B. Society.
Woman's Christian Temperaunce Union.
Father McGolrick and Priests,
Citizens in Carriages.
It required some time to bring order out of
the chaotic mass, which had not only filled
Bridge Square, but all the streets adjacent
with a surging tide of humanity on foot, in
carriages and in every other species of con-
veyance. The throng had come “from the
north and south, from the east and from the
west,” allintent upon seeing all they counld
and taking part in this pageantry. The
grand marshal and his aids had a most
difficult task io perform, but they finally
ded, and the prc jon took up its
line of march across the suspension bridge,
in the order above given. When the car-
riage containing Gen. Sherman and Secre-
tary Ramsey reached the eastern end of the
bridge,and the vast crowd recognized the
familiar countenances, cheer after oheer
greeted the two distinguished men, who
manage and control the military armof this
great republicc. = This hearty greet-
ing, was continued all along the line
of march, and was responded to by both
gentlemen rising and bowing in response.
They rode in a splendid English dray drawn
by four beautiful horses gaily comparisoned
and driven by Mr. R. F. Jones, the owner of
the magnificent turn out.
‘Words are inadequate to desoribe the ap-
ce of the prooession and the streets
along the line of march. The sidewalks and
the streets also were a complete moving mass
of humanity of all ages and both sexes. The
suspension bridge never before was put to
such a test, and hereafter it may be consid-
ered safe. Every available space was ocou-
pied by people on foot, while for fully a half
hour the driveway was filed with two lines of
carriages from end to end. The socene on
University avenue when the procsssion was
passing, baffles diseription. The pro-
cession formed across the street, but onm
either side of it was dense throngs
of carrages, four or five abreast, while
the sidewalks and private grounds
of the residents were' crowded with men,
women and children. At every street oross-
»ing numbers of vehicles were added to the
throng, and yet all moved on, slowly it is
true, but without accident. Gen. Sherman
was of course the lion of the day, and next

to him came in for many compliments, a
namber of the organizations that formed a
part of the procession. The Union Great
Western Band; the Seventh Infantry Band
from Fort Snelling, and the Minneapohs
Zouave Band, Drui1 corps, elicited well de-
served praise for tl oir excellent music and
splendid appearance. Companies C, K, and
H, of the Seventh Infantry, nnder command
of Major Benham, marched as only veterans
can. The Minneapolis Zouaves made a fine
appearance in their strange uniform, and the
squad of mounted Lancers of the same o1-
ganization were a marked feature of the pro-
cession. The Union Francaise of St. Paul,
who turned out 150 strong, and were led by
the Great Western Band, did themselves
proud, being the largest
organization in the line. Soffice it
to say that it was a grand demonstration in
which not only the cities of St. Panl and
Minneapolis but the conntry for miles
around united.

Over the entrance to the University
grounds a grand arch had been erected beau-
tifully ornamented with the national colors
and evergreens, and bearing the insoription,
“Soyez les Bienvenus.”

The Appearance of the Grounds.

While so many were waiting on the avenue
some handreds had gathered on the Uni-
vergity campus at an early hour, and before
the head of the procession arrived at the
green arch, under whick it entered upon the
field, thousands were assembled. The spa-
cious campuns—overlooking the river and
falls, and a goodly part of the city—covered
with & fiee sward and shaded by noble trees,
wag3 supplied for the occasion with a covered
sand for the bistorical sosiety and its guests
and seats for the audience, and salso with
numerous tables for free refreshment
of visitors, and with many
tents for their sheiter and entertainment.
Around the north end west sides of the
campgs were arranged the various tents and
headquarters of the different bodies taking
part in the celebration. A short distance
from the main entrance to the grounds, on
the right, was located seven tables, each 210
feet in length. These tables were loaded
with substantial feod, enongh to feed thou-
sands, and thousands were fed at this hos-
pitable board. All were invited, and among
the many thousands thers not one went
away hungry, except at his or her accord.
This branch was under the supervision of
Mr. George Brackett. Eaq., and he managed
it with 8 method and a beaming hospitality
that will be long remembsred by thousands
whom he fed. In fact it may be said that
all went away prepared to say: ‘I was a hun-
gered and ye gave me meat; I
was thirsty and he gave me drink,
I was a stranger, and ye took me in.” Pass-
ing on down to the right was a tent reserved
for the members of the counocil of the cities.
Under this canvas were two tables, sufficient
to accommodate the number expected fo be
present, and supplied with good things
enough to satisfyfeven an alderman’s stom-
ach.
Next to this was a caropy supplied with
chairs, where the weary might find rest.
Then came the grand tent, under which
Governor Pillsbury had provided a repast
for the distinguished visitors and the mem-
bers of the Historical society. Under this
large canopy was fifteen tables arranged in
ciroular form. The tent was tastefully dec-
orated with the national colors and ever-
greens, and the tables were adorned with a
proiusion of flowers, presenting a pieture of
great beauty. Under this canvas the Governor
received and feasted his friends after the
formel exercises were over. Never before
did such a collection of distinguished men
and fair women meet within sight and sound
of St. Anthony Talis. Connected with this
was another tent, where, during the entire
day, such refreshments as lemonade, sand-
witches, etc., were dispensed to the hungry
and thirsty.
A number of other tents were seattered
around for the accmmodation, conven-
ience and comfort of ladies, the variouns visit-
ing organizations, etc., etc. . Probably the
most important of thess tents were two—one
large and handsomely fitted up where ladies
could obtain lemonade, ices, etc., and the
other called the “house that Jack buiit,” for
gentlemen, where they conld obtain a
bountiful supply of ice water. In this tent
they had on exhibition specimens of water
said to have been bottled by Father Henne-
pin at the time he dissovered the fails, It
bhad improved wonderfully with age. A
large number tasted it (parely out of eurios-
ity) and they informed the Gr.oBr reporter
that it was not bad fo take.
‘I'he Groee columns might be filled with
accounts of all there was to be seen and
domne on the grounds. The imagination of
the reader must supply the deficiency. Itis
sufficient to say that the citizens of Minn-
eapolis, both in their private and corporate
capacity, dispensed a boundless hospitality on |
the vceasion, and all, the many thousands
present, went away satisfied that it was good
for them to be the.e.

The Society and Its Guests.
1t was about 10:30 A. ». when the head of
the procession arrived on the grounds, and
some time was necessarily taken in placing
the military and societies, and in seating the
people, who wished to listen to the oration
and addresses. Meantime the Historical So-
oiety snd its guests were seated upon the
grand stand. Among this notable company

the following were recognized
from the reporter’s  table: Gen.
H. H. Sibley of St. Paul, president of
the Historical Society: Hon. Alex.

Remsey, Secretary of War; Gen. W. T.
Sherman, U. 8. A.; Archbishop Teche of
8t. Boniface, Manitoba ; Bishop La Fleche,
of Three Rivers, Lower Canada; Bishops
Grace and Ireland,St. Paul; Mgr. J. de Neve,
Rector of the American College, Louvain,
Belgiom ; Kev. Fr. Desaulniers, St. Bonaven-
ture, Canada; Rev. G. Dagast, St. Boniface,
Manitoba ; Rev. J. A. Andre, Inver Grove,
Minnesota ; Rev. James MoGolrich, Minne-
apolis ; Justice Miller, of the U. 8. Supreme
court ; Judge Gilfillan of the Stats Su-
oreme court : Judge McCrary of the U. S.
Cuozit court; Judge Nelson, of the U. S.
District court ; Gen. Terry and other army
officers from: department headquarters. St.
Panl; Gen. Gibbon and officers of the
Seventh Infantry, Fort Snelling ; Col. Barry,
Washington: Hon. k. B. Washburne,
Galena, and Albert D. Hogan, Chicage, the

latter  secretary and  both delegates
of the Chicago Historical socie-
ty; Hon. C. H. Berry, Winona;

Hon. John S. Pillsbury, Governor of Min-
nesote; Ex-Gov. C. K. Davis; Ex-Gov. Wm.
R. Marshall; Hon. C. €. Washburn, Wis-
consin; Gen. R. W. Johnson, St. Paul; Hon.
W. D. Washburn, Minneapolis; Hon. 8. J.
R. McMillan, U. S. Senator; Ex-Senator H.
M. Rice; Mr. Sprague, of Minneapolis, a
goldier of 1812; Rev. Mr. Riheldaffer, of the
State Reform school; Rev. E. D. Neill, Mayor
Rand, Wm. 8. King, W. W. McNair, Jno.
H. Stevens, H. Mattson, O. V. Tousley, D.
Morrison and N. B. Harwood, all of Minne-
apolis; L. De Graff, Russell Blakeley, E. S.
Goodrich, Edmund Rice, Fletcher Williams,
H. L. Moss, I. V. D. Heard and J. B. Cheney,
of 8t. Paal; Hon. O. P. Whitcomb, State
auditor; Hor. D. Burt, superintendent of
public instruction; and President Folwell
and the Faculty of the State University.
When Gen. Sherman escorted by Gen.
Sibley, and Secretary esoorted by
Gen. Terry, came upon the stand they were

warmly applauded,and Gen. Sherman es-
pecially seemed to be the favorite. In fact,
throughout the exercises, he oould hardly
move without starting a round of applause.
It was evident there waspresent a goodly
number of the boys who marched through
Georgia with Sherman.

While the procession was marching into the
campus, a salute was fired by a seotion of
artillery from Fort Snelling; and as all ar-
rangements were about concluded, at 11:35
A. M., the pniou Great Western band opened
the exercises by playing the national airs,
:f?r which Gen. Sibley addressed the multi-

ude.

Gen. Sibley’s Address.

Ladies and Gentlemen: On behalf of the
Minnesota Historical sosiety, | bid yon warm
welcome to the celebration of the two hun-
dredth anniversary of the discovery of the
falls of 8t, Anthony, by Father Hennepin.
Through the courtesy of the board of regents
we have been permitted to occupy the campus
of the State nniversity, overlooking, as it does,
the cataract and its sarroundings.

The society was encouraged to nope that
many historical, geographical” and other so-
cieties at home and abroad, tv whom invita-
tions had been extended, would be represented
on this ion; but the dist: to be trav-
eresed and other sufficient reasons have for the
most part prevented the attendance of dele-
gates. The presence of high officials of the
federal and Btate governmentsaffords evidence,
however, of the general interest felt in the
event we meet to commemorate.

Whatever may have been the merits or de-

merits of Father Hennepin, that he
was a man of rare physical and
moral conrage, devoted to the cause

of his Master, and that he was the first white
man to penetrate the vast wilds of the North-
west to the falls to which he gave the name of
his patron saint, Anthony of Pedna, are facts
beyond controversy, and the Minnesota His-
torical Society deemed it peculiarly appropriate
that his memory should be honored with this
celebration two centuries after his great dis-
covery, on the return of the anniversary of the
birth of the American republic, the precise date
of Hennepin's advent not being known. :

The society gratefully acknowledges its obli-
gations to the honorable common councii and
the citizens generally of Minpeapolis, for their
profuse liberality in perfecting ta

dian villages in the valley of the Rum river,
and there the captives were separated, each
band conducting a Frenchman to its village.

They seem to have been treated with rude
kindness. H pin now end d to ac-
quire the Indian language and to in.
struct the savages in  the faith,
but they were indifferent and he made no con-
verts. He baptised and christened by the

name of Antoinette a sick Indisn infant who
shortly afterward died. He seems to have in-
spired his captors with a certain feeling of awe
and yet at the same time to have been regard-
ed by them (uite contemptuously.

He settled, however, an important geograph-
ical question. The hope of a direct westerly
ocean route to the East Indias which inspired
Columbus and resulted in thediscovery of Amer-
ica in the search for India, was at this time an
inspiring cause of the persistent intrusion of
the French into this region. It was supposed
that the Mississippi river emptied into the
Gulf of California. The northwest passage
was laid down on maps as through the Straits
of Anian, which were represented to be not
far from the water system which has its seurce
in Minneseta.

While Henuepin was detained in this vicini-
ity of Mille Lac four Indians came to the village
who stated that they had come from the west
fifteen hundred miles, and that their jonrney
hud occupied four months. They were ques-
tioned by Hennepin and told him truly that
they had seen no sea nor any great water.
They described the {country northwesi of here
with general accuracy, saying that it con-
tained no great lakes, that it had many riv-
ers, and that there were very few forests in that
region. From this narrative Hennepin con-
cluded that the straits of Anian as delineated
upon the maps of that time had ne existence,
and he conjeetured that the route to the Pacific
was by the rivers of which these Indians told.

The time came in June for the departure of
the Indians to the hunting grounds west of the
Mississippi river. Theassemblage of the bands
for this purpose brought Hennepin and hi:

for almost one hundred years, mearly all that
La Balle proclaimed, was hera east of the great
river, and held until the reign of the great
Napoleon, nearly all that was proclaimed as

hers west of the t river, she eventually
Lut everthing, and left but little or no trace of
er

presence, excepting what is now the State
of Louisiana?

The canse was not conquest. Conguests then
were, but they were merely the secondary and
proximate agencies of the transfer.

And here we are presented with one of the
grandest examples which time has given to his-
tory, of the divalsion of & great region from one
empire and is attachment to another,
by the moral power of tending instituti
For this was effected by the collision of in-
stitutions, and by nothing else. We have seen
France, starting from Montreal, engirdle the
North American continent from the mouth of
the 8t. Lawrence to the mouth of the Missis-
sippi, and shutting up the Eaglish occupancy
into a tract which was practically bounded by
the 8t. Lawrence, the Alleghanies and the Sa-
vannah. We understand the proportions of the
physical competitory powers by which these
rival institutions were sustained.

I donot think that differences of dogmsa or
victories in proselyting had anything todo
with theresult. The Puritan of New England,
the Quaker of Pennsylvania, the Catholic of
Maryland, and the Ohurchman of Virginia,

man and the German here found refuge and
gratified the aspirations for that rerloul
liberty of thought, speech, belief and actiom,
without which the most exalted man is but
a splendid slave. In all this the wondrous
works of God who holds the nations im
the hollow of his hand are as i
to be seen as if some unpeopled
planet had touched this earth on its way and
taken from it its agencies for the well being of
man.

« The Franciscan priest died in obscurity and his
burial place ne man kn His m t is
bege. His name is written ineffaceably upon
this very place in the county which bears it.
V!herehestood two hundred years ago a des-
pised captive, sit to-day the rulers of a great
state: the profi s of a university: the brave
men and the lovely women of his race: the
general of the armies of the most powerful and
the freest people on earth: the judges of its
greatest courts and the ministers of Christian-
ity. Everything hascbanged. Two great cit-
ies occupy the scene. The cataract has been
manacled by the hand of man and works
like the blind 8ampson in his mills. And thefi-
nal results have not yet been reached. In all that
we see there is nothing but the iafsncy of &
great people. From the west and the wnorth-
west comes the marmurs of awakening empire,
and the prophecies of that riper time when =
race—composite of the mingled blood of the

each represented a political ¢ y, with
which his religious faith had little to do
either by any of creation or modification. The
result would havebeen the same had James the
Second succeeded 1n restoring England to the
ranks of the Catholic powers.

Behind and beyond the mere questions of
faith, ruling and overruling them by providen-
tial destiny, carrying them along as the world
revolving west carries a ship that is sailing
east, were the great and peremptory ideas of per-
sonal freedom and of self government, based
upon Christianityand not upon anyof its
creeds, which were fighting their way to insti-
tutional recognition in the person of every

lish king man.

companies together again. They d
the Rum river and encamped where Dayton is
now. Starvation threatened them and
Hennepin was of course anxious to be released .
By stating to them that he expected to mest a
party of Frenchmen at the mouth of the Wis -
consin river with goods for the Indians he pre-
vailed upon the savages to allow him and his
companions to go to meet them. One of the
Frenchmen preferred to remain with the In-
dians, and staid. A small birch canoe was
given H in and Du Guy: they started

for the accommodation and eniertaipment of
the society and of visitors from inside and out-
side of the State.

I will state in conclusion that the order of
exercises will be brief. Thers willbe an ora-
tion by Ex-Gev. Davis, followed by a poem by
Mr. Miller and an add by Archbishop
Tache. I have now the honor to introduce to
you Ex-Gov, Davis. :

Gov. Davis’: Address.

it is not without cause that nations, sects,
communities and individuals, by a custom
which seems world-wide, observe with com-
memorative ceremonies the recurrence of certain
duys with which events of great national, re-
ligious and personal importance commence.
Thereis a satisfaction in looking back into
‘‘the abysm of time’ into which generations
have been swallowed up and fargotten, to gaze
at some luminous diurnal spot which marks
the occurrence of that without which an em-
pire could never have existed, or a faith never
been defined for belief, or a human right never
ceased from being an ethical abstraction to
become a concrete and beneficent fact, ora
person never born to taste the joys and sorrows
of life and to fall heir to the inexpressible her-
itage of immortality.

At one day in each year the Christian trav-
erses the tract of eighteen centuries,and gazing
from obscure Bethelem over the civilized
world and over the enormous epoch of his faith
traces the sublime consequences of the nativ-
ity. He sees that in a period so short that it

attests the miracle, the eniire skeptical,
dogmatic and practical Roman
world was penetrated and

possessed by the cardinal idea of a faith which
sprung from the despised SBemitic province,
and overcame the indurate prepossessions of
the Aryan family. He sees thevast and un-
ending political consequences of the event
which he commemorates. Hesees how thuroug-
1y Ohristianity took possession of the place
providentixlly left for it in the instertices of
the Roman structure and speedily transformed
it in color, shape and  proportions.
He appreciates the fact that the functions of

down the river and came to the falls of Bt.
Anthony. .

It was a sacred spot with the tribes. Indians
were there invoking the spirit of the waters in
voices of lamentation and hanging offerings of
beaver skins upon the trees.

Hennepin named the cataract in the
Falls of St. Anthony in honor of 8t. Anthony
of Padua. He proceeded on his journey
and at some distance below the falls encoun-
tered Daniel Greysclon, Duluthand four other
Frenchmen who made their way from
the head of Lake Superior to the Mississippi
river. The Frenchmen then returned to Mille
Lac with a party of Indians, remained there
till the following autumn, and then resumed
theirsouthward journey by the way of Ram river
and the fallsof St. Anthony. They proceeded
to Green Bay by ding the Wi i
river. From thence Hennepin made his way
to Europe and in 1683 published at Paris an
account of his adventures,

After the death of La Balle and about four-
teen years after the pnblication of this book,
Hennepin pablished in Utrecht another edi-
tion of his travels, in which he pretended for
the first time that before he started up the
Mississippi river, he had followed its
course from the Illinois to the sea and return-
ed intime to ¢ srt northward from the mouth
of the Illinois river by the eleventh of March,
1680. The dates in the two narratives show
that he must have done all this 1n a month and
of course conclusively establish the falsity
of this portion of his second narrative. The
first narrative, published in 1683 is, however,
undoubtedly & true one. His topography,
capable of verification to-day, and his use
of Bioux words, fully establish the fact.

The edition of 169¢ was dedicated to. the
King of England and the surprising claim
which H pin t! d was doubtl

J.

hen ad
due to sume political reason, for it is stated
that its contents cansed William to send ves-
sels to the Gulf of Mexico to euter the river,
and Qallieres, the Governor of Oanada, wrote a
letter to Pontchartrain, the French minister,
warning him that William was about to take
possession of Louisiana upon the relation
£ H i

a kingdom not, of this world needed to make
efficient its propagandizing idea of personal
equality the aid of secular institutions. It
found them in the marvelous machinery of the
Boman polity. He sees the submergence of
all this under the northern torrent, a anbmer-
gence so complete that nothing bunt the cross
can at times be seen over that waste of waters.
The hopes of civilizstion - and progress seem
ended. But barbariem itself wasin time sub-
dued by that which it had conquered. It had
brought from its northern forests the practice
of parliamentary participation in affairs by
every free man which by elective affinity com-
bined with the religious dogmas of personal
equality, and the Christian world was at
once placed upon a line of logical consequences
which, by asserting the freedom of the indivi-
dual and the equality of man to man, has
found its most perfect development in the
United States.

The Mahometan, mindful of theignominious
Hegira of the Prophet, commemorates its day,
and standing at Mecca, sees the crescent, within
the period of seven hundred years, compassing
natiuns with its arc of conquest, one point
touching Grenada, and the other shining over
Vienna.

What day more than th's thrills every sensi-
bility of the American citizen—this day of
days—when our charter of haman rights was
signed with dedications to its maintenance of
lives, fortnnes and sacred honor—which bas
been for more than one hundred years pre-
served inviolate, which has been confirmed by
an extension of its extremest declaration that
all men are created equal, by the emaucipation
of the slave ana his participation as a free man
in the administration of the institutions by
which he was committed to ignorance and
bondage?

Two bundred years ago the Francis-

can father Hennepin, saw the Falls of 8t. An-
thony. He was the first white man who ever
saw and heard the throbbings of that
great artery . of power which
gives life to tho of peop
and moves those great mechanical agencies
which in ourhearing almost, are doing the work
of hundreds of thousands of men. For un-
nombered ages the cararact had spent ita pow-
era wearing away the ledge over which it fell,
reoeding nerthward through gorges which it
cut, and in which it has recorded its reces-
sion. The wildest dreamer of two hundred
years ago could not have foretold of the won-
drous changes which would be worked upon the
scene.
The indomitable courage of the French in
discovering and opening up the territory west
of the Alleghanies, their utter failure to hold
it and its relapse into obscurity form one of
the most interesting and obscure problems of
our history,

By the year 1650 La Salle, a gentleman by
birth and a scholar by education by the Jesuits,
then the best schoolmasters in the world. had
built a ship above Niagara Falls, made the cir-
cuit of the great lakes, landed near the western
extremity of Lake Michigan, traversed what is
now the Btate of Illinois, and rested at a point
on the shores of Peoria lake, where he
built a fort. Attached to this company
of adventurers was Hernepin. He was a man
of great resolution, faithful to his vocation,
and of remarkable power of observation—so re-
markable that his footsteps can be traced to-
day in the changed condition of this region,
most distinctly, by the account which he left
of his adventures.

Dauring the winter of 1679-80 he, with two
companions, had by the order of La Salle, de-
scended the Illinuis river to its mouth, and
was directed also to explore the Mississippi
river above the Illinois. They ascended the
river without molestation, probably as far as
the mouth of the Wisconsin river, when
they were captured by a war party of
Sioux, and from that time their journey north-
wards was an enforced one. Their captors
held debate over their lives, but finally con-
clnded to spare them. They were broaght by
the Sioux up the river to a point doubtless a
few miles below where St. Paunl 'now stands,
where the band then left the river and fullowed

now
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the trail over the country to Mille Lac. A
journey ot five days brought them to the In-

o Tiounis XIV was greatly incens-
ed at Hennepin, and hearing that he intended
to revisit Oanada, directed Callieres in that
event to arrest him and send him to
Rochefort. He died, probably in Italy, after
the year 1701.

Hennepin's experience as a discoverer was
small compared with that of other adventur-
ous Frenchmen. The most illustrious of those
men wha two hundred years ago followed the
Mississippi valley from the falls of 8t. Anthony
to the Gulf of Mexico was andoubtedly Robert
QOavelier L Salle. This heroic man starting
from Montreal ascended the St. Lawrence, sail-
ed the great lakes, made the portage to the
Illinois river, andd ding th into the

Knglishmen had fought for centuries this mo-
mentous fight. They had extorted Magua
Charta from John, They bad enacted in par-
liament the declaration of rights, and so far an-
nihilated the feudal system, as to leave nothing
bat its fictions. They had passed the statute of
habeas corpus. They had increased the pow-
ers of the commons, until that house became
the immediate agent of the people in the ad-
ministration of the Btate. More than all,
they had so dilated their capacity for self-gov-
ernment throngh their love of freedom that it
was as certain then aas it is to-day thas the

ins would be d into the sea be-
fore the stock of that people could ever be
forced : back into the dangeons of absolute
power.

In France there was no counterpart to all
this. There was, on the contrary, a complete
system of antithetical institutions. The whole
kingdom was feudal. It was enfeoffed to despot
over despot through all the ascending degrees of
tyranny, until the king was reached, who ab-
sorbed into himself the sum of all these des-
potic powers. There was no parliamen!
Judges were so purchasable that jad t
were finally sold as common commodities.
The land was filled with private prisons, in
which the seigneurs incarcerated their offending
underlings without pretext of trial. The king
took away personal liberty by simple lstler de

cachet. 'There was no liberty of conscience,
nor was there anything in the tendency of the
institations which ised it. The system

of taxation was an abominable device of spo-
liation by which a host of intermediaries
tolled the product so that but a fraction reaches
the royal exchequer.

Such were the two systems which started in
the race of empire upon this continent. The
French colonial system was feudal, and was
governed from Versailles. The English colonial
system was allodisl and substantially gov-
erned itself. Each, in short, was a repruduc-
tion of its original. That of the French was
oumbrous and difficult to tramsport. The
French who founded a colony laid off a
seigniory and had his vassals. The English col-
onists, on the contrary, owned their farms and
their h were their 1 They had their
provincial parliaments and enacted their own
laws. Every English settl t was a nucl
from which growth upsprang. Every French
settlement was a lordship or fort—it stood by
itself; its neighbor was another lordship or
fort. The English settlements were confluent.
Those of the French were marked by bounda-
ries established from the beginning:. The
former tended to identification; the latter
were indurated into separation; contact was
friction and private war.

Under such conditions of growth it is easy
to understand how the French, moving with
the celerity of organization, at first covered so
much wrrito;y;d' After the first act was dons
progress stop
The French settler looked to his landlord
and was attached to the soil. If he removed
he entered a vagrant life. The English immi-
grant, who was bis own man, bettered his con-
dition. His children stood higher in the scale
of wealth and society than he did. The resalt
was, that when the English became ready to
pass the Alleghanies, they ook with them
rud)y made all of the machinery of an inde-
t government. The mere presence of

Mississippi reached its mouth in ihe year 1682
after years of incredible hardships. In the
month of April of thut year, standing where
jetties now spring from the unstable shore,
and through which the of the

Boone aud his cemy in Kentucky ended
the shadowy French claim to that region. The
capture of Kaskaskia by Gen. George Rogers
Clarke, who was sent upon that campaign by
Th Jefferson while governor of Virginia,

world passes rejoicing in stately ships, he
planted the cross, took possession of a vast
country forand in the name of Louis XIV,
while the voices of the great hearted companions
of his quest joined in the Vezilla Regis. -

The region thus claimed was the entire val-
ley of the Mississippi and of all its tributaries.
It stretched from the Alleghanies to the Rocky
Mountains. It was the most imperial domain
which ever accrued to a king by the claim of
diccovery. Farseeing men of that age fore-
told that it would in its time be what it is
now. Its military importance and commercial
and agricultural capacities were quite well un-
derstood. ‘The energies of a church whose sons
have set their feet in tropic jungles, on polar
snows, in Saharas of sand—on every place on
earth where there are souls to he saved—the

the wisest statesman of that age—the adventur-
ous private spirit inspired by the bope of
gain—the romantic gleams of E! Dorados
which even then shone in the west like golden
sunsets—the colonial policy then cardinal with
the great European powers—all these confeder-
ated to make this imperial domain a province

sagacity and power of the greatest king and |

seems to have ended the French domination
over all the country east of the Mississippi.
The passage of the ordinance of 1787 gave to
the territory northwest of the Ohio a republi-
-oan constitution, and from that time Enghsh
immigrans poured into that region and the
French institutions disappeared like a cloud.

The hold of France upon the territory west
of the river became less eager. She ceded it
to Spain and then took it back. The iron
hold of Napoleon became flaccid there and he
finally ceded it to the United States in 1803,
and nothing was left of France upon this consi-
nent save Lonisiana, which exists like an area
of geologicdrift, and the names of counties and
cities where French and Indian words alike
mark the former presence of vanished in-
stitutions.

The political ces of the t
and results of which I have spoken, were most
momentous to the canse of liberty. Did any
Lody ever conceive of a declaration of inde-
 pendence by French colonies ? Had the French
institutions at all kept pace with those of the
English over what is now the United Btates,
there would have beem no declaration of our

a

of France. own independence. for Lounis XVI and George
Had it remained so the  French £ isted by their ! e wgnld have
ions  wounld have extended | been fighting a war of q and

possessi
from the mouth of the St. Lawrence nearly
to the Rio Grande; the domain of England
would have been east of the Alleghanies.
Spain would have had only the province of
Florida and the whole of all the remainder of
North America, east of the Rocky
mountains _excepting Mexico, would have
belonged to France to colonize and civilize by
way of the Mississippi rivec instead of by that
painful and slow process overland from east to
west by which this country has been occupied.
Why France did not succeed in so doing is
& most recondite yet instractive question.
There was at that time every reason why she
should have done all this. Eouis X1V was then
at the zenith of his power. His intellect was

Mere political sp!onlgtion might pause at
this point. Bat standing to-day at the great
anniversary of our independence, and seeing
what forces contended against each for a
century before it was declared we cannot help

izing the work of Providence in all this,
Through all time this new world had slum-
bered, hidden by the ocean from conquest, pre-
served from the operations of the events which
in the long course of thousands of years had
brought the Europeans to civilization. The
Greek and the Roman did their work and
passed away, and not a hint of this great world
came to them from sea or shore. The long
night which settled over Earope and in the hours
of which were slowly formed the models of our

in its prime; his pride was at its h
will had never been curbed; his armies were
victorious everywhere; he had the finest navy
in the world; his treasury overflowed.

The grandest statesman whom France—per-
haps Europe—ever produced had been at the
head of affairs, and the propulsive force of his
genius still operated unspent. Itis doing its
work to-day. Colbert had wrought the work
which Louis was then enjoying. was 80
great to the men of his own age that the
Mississippi river was named the Oolbert, but
the great stream —greater than the stream of
history—has effaced even his name from the
water in which it was written.

England, asa power, was utterly contempt-
able. She waa panting underthe incabus of
the disreputable old age of that heartless vol-
uptaary Charles II, and he was a pensioner of
the French king. Her finances were disordered,
her army was deepised, her navy was weak and
rotten, her statesmen were profligate and cor-
rupt, ber literature was mere bawdry, and she
was thronghount a state diseased.

William of Orange, conslitationally weak of
body and broken by si was battling for
mere existenoe with the overwhelming power
of France, and was thought to be a vanishing
factor in the problem of national and personal

su £
mmﬂ that, thouzh France held

ight; his | p t institut: were not illnmiuated by a
single gleam from the west.

The Mongol peopled this tinent

from the northwest, but by some

process left behind him his insti-
tutions and his faith. Precisely at the time
when man was ready to fill the sphere of his
natural rights; when printing was discovered
which enabled men to reason together and to.
come to think alike over vast areas, wnen con-
science was beginning to assert its liberty,
when slavery was denounced by the church
aad by publicists, when war become more ha-
mane and required some real justification for its
commencement,when thelaw rose from its tomb
and, reasserting itself as a science superseded
the canonical i which had been adminis-
tered by ecclesiaatical incompetence, when the
divinity which fiul:ei!e! énl‘h tameme 't'h.:
breedi wings for its among

uuu.mgwhen the real rulera of men
were rising from the people and the world was
ceasing to hope or dread the results of dynastic
chance, when force and fraud were becoming
merely’ the ‘‘crownless metaphors of empire'’ —
this watery veil of ocean was first withdrawn
from the new world and every agency which
of God for the

works under the Providence

well bdnf of man entered upon its
beritaga, It took possession. The o
man, the Da!

tohman, the Prenchman, the Lriab-

ti of Europe—shall preseat to humanity
its highest type of phvsical, intellectnal and
moral development. Ouae hundred years from
to-day they who shall stand in this place
and repeat these ceremonies, may, from their
vantage-ground of knowledge, refinement and
luxury, look upon us as their crude forerun~
ners merely. Let us plav well our part how-
ever, and cause them to say of ns as we say of
those who have preceded us, that we
acted well our part, and secured that larger
liberty, that greater knowledge, that more per-
fect civilization which we of to-day know must
forever bless this favored spot if we do our duty
as our predecessors did theirs.

Gov. Davis was in the first part of his
address interrupted by the conclusion of the
artillery salate. Throughout he was listensd
to with great interest by probably not less
than seven thousand people, while three or
four thousand more, unable to get withim
hearing distance, were seattered about the
grounds.

“Hinnm Poems.
At the conclusion of the address the

Seventh Regiment Band played an appre-
priate selection, and Gen. Sibley then in-
troduced the poet of the day, Mr. A. P. Mil-
ler of the Worthington Advance, who read
his poem, entitled “Minnesota,” as follows:
Down these great rocks the mighty river
poured,
And like an endless t t beat and
Ages on ages of uncounted years,
Before its thunder feli on human ears;
In one great song that made the woods rejoice,
Praising its maker with a ceaseless voice!
Then ttl::suiionnd Builders came, with awkward
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And built their mounds and tilled the barbaze
ous soil,

Yoked the wild bison to some uncounth plow,

And cleaved the rivers with a birchen prow.

How long ago? Perhaps ere Tubal Cain

Began to build his cities on the plain,

Perhaps ere Eve and Adam, hand in hand,

Went out from homs to tame the s «vage land.

Then came the Red Man, stoical and brave,

Of whom no power on earth can make a slave

True to the true and good toward the good,

And, like his Christian brother, spilling blood.

Human as we, whate’er his savage arts.

For veins of gold run through his heart of
guartz?

Here round the Falls he built his rude tepee,

Made love and danced and fought snd dit® us

we.

And centuries weant by, and then there came,

For lofve of Mother Charch and Fraunce and
ame,

The man who gave the Falls theirsaintly nama.

O Priests! destined to pierce the wilderness,

Yours to explore and ours to possess,

Yours to uplift the cross by every stream,

And ours to build and realize your dream!

Anon the Saxon came, whose iron hand,

Has one strong finger laid on every land,

Who through his foom runs all the threads of

race,
And leaves a grander Saxon in his place.
The doughty Datchman from his dykes es—

caped,
With wives and ships to one plump model

L )

Spreads round the Hudson in phlegmatic ease,
And smokes his pipe and trades to evecy breezes
The gifted Frenchman, panting to be free,
And smit with love of fame and liberty,
Kisses Columbia on her river moath,
And builds his New World Paris in the soath;
The swarthy Spaniard plants his h
vines
Where down the coast the yellow metal shines,
And cgnnl:s his beads and tells his herds and

ocks,
Till at his door the sturdy Saxon knocks;
But build where'er they may, they baild in

vain,
The land is not for Holland, France nor Spain;
The all-absorbing S8axon, east. or west,
Like Aaron's serpent, swallows down the rest ¥
His tongue and faith, kis name and laws be

leaves
On every soil his conqg’ring plow-share cleaves,
- ed Saxon! storming round
With battle-ax and bloody flag unfarled,
Cleaving the skall of every weaker race,
Shall not God’s lightning smite you on the
. face?
Beware! for though the Bed Man finds no Ged
To keep his waning race’above the sod,
Yet every wrong to white or black or red,
Falls back at last upon the culorit’s head.
For every Black Man killed iu Slavery's name,
Two white men perished when the crisis came,
And twice the wealth amassed by unpaid toil,
Went down' in war's grim waste and.debt and

spoil!

And is 8:6 Red Man. though foredoomed to fall,

Less dear to Him who made and loves us all?
Now came the time (80 near it seems to

stand

That one might almost reach it with. his hand, }

When the great human tide rolled up the strand,

And bird and besst and savage fled the land!

And lo! the infant Lowell of the West,

Lay like a Fondling on the prairie’s breast!

To-day the child, tv stalwart manhood grown,

‘Has won a name that round the world is known!

I see the tow'ring atack that cleaves the air,

The pond’rous engine-stroke, the furnace-glare,

And hear the roarof trade, the whirr of wheels,

The buazz of saws, the ham of giant mills.

On every wind is heard thesignal scream

Of irom charists made alive by steam,

While, like great shuttles, flashiog to and fro

And ever in and ont, they come aad go,

As in this warp they weave the woof of wealth,

And through our commerce poar the blood of

heal
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Flies the iron chariot and the thund'ring caz,
Like some great Dragon from the Furies hurled,
Yoked to a Juggernaut to crush the world!
Fleet as the arrow fiom the Red Man’s bow,

Down through the vales and up the steeps they

*
Dive ﬁ‘:ough the hills and bursting forth agaim,
Shout to the busy towns and shake the plain!
'Tis fit that we should meet to celebrate,

Here at the heart of this great Snmmit State,
Which, like a mountain snmmit, rsised on high,
Bathes her pure head in the azuare sky,

Whence all the streams, as from a mountain

crest

Flow down fo south and north, to east and
west,

All ways lead downward from her upiand

‘!
All ways lead up to her ideal site.
The Pivot State! on which shall turn and rest
The balanced continent, when East and West
And Ng::hd'm South shall teem with human

As thick as those that toil in Asian lands;

":‘,’.f“"m'“""f..“mw".‘«:.m..' lead!
m \J ways 2

mw-umpo ! that to her bosom takes,
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