- they are paid magnificently, and they are

ﬁl}“ﬂm.n&,wuhm resem-
* bles, in its outline, the bead of a Beaver.
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[Entered according 1o the Actf Congress, in the year
1865, by THos. J. DIMSDALE, in the Clerk's Oﬁoye of
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_ THE
VIGILANTES OF MONTANA.

—r)
' A FULL AND COMPLETE HISTORY OF

THE CHASE, CAPTURE, TRIAL AND EXECU-
TION OF ALL THE OUTLAWS WHO PIG-
URED IN THE BLOODY DRAMA,

Hih
CHAPTER II.

¢ THE SUNNY SIDE OF MOUNTAIN LIFE.
“Ths friends thou hast, and their adoption tried,
Grapple them to thy soul with hooks of stecl."—SHAKS,

In the preceding chapter, it was necessa
to show to the reader the dark side of the
cloud ; but it has a golden lining, and thoagh
many a cursory observer, or disappointed
speculator, may deny this fact, yet thou-
sands have seen it, and know to their heart’s
conteat that it is there. Yes! Life in the
mountains has many charms. The one great
blessing iz perfect freedom. Untrammelled
by the artificial restraints of more highl
organized society, character developes itself
80 fully and so truly, that a man who has a
friend, knows it, and there is a warmth and
depth in the attachment, which unites the
dwellers in the wilderness, that is worth
years of the insipid and uncertain regard
of, so-called, polite circles, which, too often,
passes by the name of friendship, and,
sometimes, insolently apes the attributes,
and dishonors the fame of love itself. Those
who have slept at the same watch-fire, and
traversed together many a weary loague,
sharing hardship and privation, are drawn
together by ties which ecivilization wots not
of. Wounded or sick, fur from home, and
depending for life itself, upon the ministra-
tion and tender eare of some fellow traveller,
the memory of these’ deeds of merey and
kindly fellowship, often mutually rendered,
is a8 an oasis in the desert, or as a erystal
stream to the fainting pilgrim,

As scon as towns are built, society com-
mences to organize, and there is something
truly cheering in the ready hospitality, the
unfeigned welcome, and the friendly tolera-
tion of personal peculiarities, which mark
the intercourse of the dwellers in the land
of gold. Every one does what pleases him
best. Forms and ceremonies are at a dis-
count, and generosity has its home in the
pure air of the Rocky Moantains. This
virtue, indeed, is as inseparable from moun-
taineers of all classes as the pick and shovel
from the prospector. When a ease of real
destitution is made publie, if any well
known citizen will but take a paper in his
hand and go round with it, the amount col-
lected would astonish a dweller in Eastern
cities, and it is a fact that gamblers and
saloon keepers are the very men who sub-
scribs the most liberally.” Mountaineers
think little of a few hundreds of dollars, |
when the feclings are engaged, and the num- |
ber of instances in which men have been
belped to fortunes and presented with val-
uable property by their friends, is truly
astanithing.

The Mountains also may be said to cir-
cumseribe and bound the paradise of amia-
ble and energetic women. For their labor

treated with a deference and liberality un-
known in other climes. There seems io be
a law, unwritten, but scareely ever trans-
gressed, which assigns to a virtuous and
amiable woman, a power for good which she
<an never hope to attain elsewhere. In his
wildest exeitement, a mountaineer respects
a woman, and anything like an insult offered
0 a lady, would be instantly resented, prob-
ably with fatal effect, by any bystander.
Dancing is the great amusement with per-
sons of both sexes,and we mightsay, of all
ages. The comparative disproportion be-
tween the male and female elements of
society, ensures the possessor of personal
charms of the most ordinary kind, if she be
good natured, the greatest attention, and the
most liberal provision for her wants, whether
real or fancied.

If two men are friends, an insult to one is
resented by both, an alliance offensive and
defensive being a necessary condition of
friendship in the mountains. A popular eiti-
zen is safe everywhere, and any man may
be popular that has anything useful or genial
about him.

‘““Putsing on style,” or the assumption of
aristocratic airs, is the detestation of every-
body. No one but a person lacking sense
attempts it. It is neither forgotten nor for-
given, and kills a man like a bullet. It
should also be remembered that no people
more admire and respect upright moral eon-
duct, than do the sojourners in mining
camps, while at the same time none more
thoroughly despise hypocrisy in any shape.
In fact, good men and good women may be
as moral and as religious as they choose to
be, in the mining countries, and as happy as
human beings can be. Much they will miss
that they have been used to, and much they
will receive that none offered them before.

Money is commonly plentiful; if prices
are high, remuneration for work is liberal,
and, in the end, care and industry will
achieve success and procure competence.
We have travelled far and seen much of the
world, and the result of our experience is a
love for our mountain home, that time and
change of scene can never efface.

CHAPTER IIL
SETTLEMENT OF MONTANA.

“1 hear the tread of pioneers,
Of nations yet to be;
The first low wash of waves, where soon
Shall roil 8 human sea.—WHITTIER.

Early in the Spring of 1862, the rumor of
new and rich discoveries on Salmon River,
flew through Salt Lake City, Colorado, and
other places in the Territories, A great
-stampede was the consequence. Faith and
hope were in the ascendant among the mot-
ley erew that wended their toilsome way by
Fort Hall and Snake River, to the new
Eldorado. As the trains approached the
goal of their desires, they were informed
that they could not get through with wagons,
and, shortly after came the discouraging
tidings that the new mines were overrun by
a crowd of gold-hunters from Californis,
Oregon, and other western countries: they
were also told, that finding it impossible to
obtain either claims or labor, large bands of
prospeetors were already spreading over the
adjacent territo?: and finally, that some
pew diggings had been discovered at Deer
Lod

TE: stream of emigration diverged from
the ‘halting place, where this last welcome
intelligence reached them. Some, turning
towards Deer Lodge, crossed the mountains,
between Ft. Lembi and Horse Prairie Creek,
and, 4aking a cut-off to tho left, endeavored
to strike the old trail fzom Salt Lake to Bitter
Root and Deer Loﬁ&a Valleys. These ener-

mﬁ:e&n Crosse d‘ﬁh: Grasshopper Creek,

w b anon, an i spects
thero, some of the pnrt?l:gm . wli):ﬁta
view of prastically testing their value. Oth-
ers went on to Deer Lodge ; but finding that
the digg were neither 82 rich nor so ex-

ey had mrpowd they returned
to Gmahopp{r Creel D—dt&wu’ds known

‘named
from the Beaver Head er, into which
g

The river derives its

Ty | peradoes and outlaws, from the mines west

| enough, they sprang out on a keen run, with

From this camp—the rendezvous of the
emigrstinn—started, from time to time, the
bands of explorers who first diseovered and
worked the gulches east of the Rocky Moun-
tains, in the world renowned couniry now

the Territory of Montana. Other emigrants,
coming by Deer Lodge, struck the ver-
head diggings; then the first from

Minnesota arrived; after them, came ala
part of the Fisk company who had travelled
under Government escort, from the same
State, and a considerable number drove
through from Salt Lake City and Bitter Root,
in the early part of the winter, which was
very open.

Among the later arrivals were some des-

of the mountains. In this gang, were Henry
Plummer, afterwards the suerier, Charle
Reeves, Moore and Skinner. These worthies
had ro sooner got the “lay of the country,”
than they commeneed operations. Here it
may be remarked, that if the professed ser-
vants of God would only work for their
master with tho same energy and persistent
devotion, as the servants of the Devil do for
their employer, there would be no need of a
Heaven above, for the earth itself would be
a Paradise.
CHATER 1V.
THE ROAD AGENTS.

"“Thieves for their robbery have suthority

When judges steal themselves."—SHAKEPEARE,

It may easily imagined that life in Ban-
nack, in the early days of the settlement,
was anything but pleasant. The raffians,
whose advent we have noticed, served as a
nueleus, around which the disloyal, the des-
perate, and the dichonest gathered, and
quickly organizing themselyes into a band,
with captain, licutenants, secretary, road
agents, and outsiders, became the terror of
the country. The stampede to the Alder
Gulch, which occurred early in June, 1863,
and the diseovery of therich placer diggings
there, attracted many more of the danger-
ous clusses, who, scenting the prey from
afar, flew like vultures to the battle field.

Between Bannack and Virginia, a corres-
pondence was constantly kept up, and the
roads thronghout the Territory were under
the surveillance of the ““outsiders” before
mentioned. Tosuch a system were these
things brought, that horses, men and coaches
were marked in some understood - manner,
to designate them as fit objects for plunder,
and thus the licrs in wait had an opportunity
of commuuicating the intelligence to the
members of the gang, in time to prevent the
escape of the victims.

The usual arms of a road agent were a
pair of revolvers, a double-barrelled shot-
gun, of large bore, with the barrels ent down
short, and to this they invariably added a
knife or dagger. Thus armed, and mounted
on fleet, well trained horses, and being dis-
guised with blankets and masks, the robbers
awaited their prey in ambush. When near

levelled shot-guns, and usually gave the
word, “Halt! Throw up your hands, you
sons of b——a!? If this latter command
were not instantly obeyed, there was the
last of the offender; but, in case he com-

lied, ns was usual, one or two sat on tneir

orses, covering the party with their guns,
which were loaded with buck-shot, and one,
dismonnting, disarmed the vietims, and
made them throw their purses on the grass.
This being done, and a search for concealed

roperty being effected, away rode the rob-
Eern, reperted the capture and divided the
spoils.

The eonfession of two of their number,
one of whom, named Erastus Yager alias
Red, wus hung in the Stinkingwater valley,
put the Committee in possession of the names
of the prominent men in the gang, and even-
tually secured their death or voluntary ban-
ishment. The most noted of the road agents,
with a few exceptions, were banged by the
Vigilunce Committee, or banished. A list
of the place and date of execution of the
principal members of the band, is here pre-
sented. The remainder of the red calendar
of crime and retribution will appear after
the account of the execution of ]EI.IIJI:DI‘:

NAMES, PLACE AND DATE OF EXECUTION.

George Ives, Nevada City, Dec. 21st, 1863 ;
Erastus Yager (Red) and G. W. Brown,
Stinkingwater Valley, January, 4th, 1864;
Henry Plummer, Ned Ray and Buck Stinson,
Bannack City, January fﬂ'th, 1864 : Georre
Lane, (Clubfoot George), Frank Parish, Huze
Lyons, Jack Gallagher and Boone Helm,
Virginia City, January 14th, 1864 ; Steven
Marshland, Big Hole Ranche, January 16th,
1864 ; William Bunton, Deer Lodge Valley,
January 19th, 1864; Cyrus Skinner, Alex.
Carter, and John Cooper, Hell Gate, Jan.
24th, 1864; George Shears, Frenchtown,
January 24th, 1864; Robert Zachray, Hell
Gate, January 25th, 1864; Wm. Graves
alias Whiskey Bill, Fort Owens, Januar
26th, 1864; William Hunter, Gallatin Val-
ley, February 3d, 1864; John Wagoner
(Dutch Johnl) and Joe Pizanthia, Bannack
{Jit]y, Jan. 11th, 1864.

Judge Smith and J. Thurmond, the conn-
sel of the roud agents, were banished.
Thurmond brought 4n action, at Salt Lake,

Tge | at Ramshorn Guleh, and mghl or waki-

Y | and it was believed, on the best information,

E. OLINGHOUSE & 0.,

MERCHANTS

against Mr. Fox, charging him with aiding
in procuring his banishment. After some

eculiar developments of justice in Utah,
Ee judiciously withdrew all pmeeedings,l
and gave a receipt in full of all past and
futare claims on the Vigilance Committee,
in which instance he exhibited a wise dis-|
eretion—

“It's no for naething the gled whistles.”

The Bannack branch eof the Vigilantes
also sent out of the country, H. G. Sessions,
convicted of circulating bogus dust, and one
H. D. Moyer, who furnished aroom, at mid-
night, for them to work im, together with
material for their labor. A man named
Kustar was also banished for recklessly
shooting through the windows of the hotel
opposite his place of abode.

’Ehe circumstances attending the execu-
tion of J. H. Slade, and the charges against
him, will appear in full in a subseguent part
of this wuri. This case stands on a footing
distinet from all the others.

Moore and Reeves were banished, as will
afterwards appear, by a miners’ jury, at
Bannack, in the winter of 1863, but eame
back in the spring. They fled the country
when the Vigiﬂmtes ecommeneed operations,
sud are thought to be in Mexico.

Charley Forbes was amember of the gang;
bat being wounded in a scuffle, or a robbery,
a doetor was found and taken to where he
lay. Finding that he was incurable, it is
believed that Moore and Reevesshot him, to

revent his divulging what he knew of the
Eund; but this is uncertain, Some say he
was killed by Moore and Reeves, in Red
Rock Canon.

The headquarters of the marauders was
Rattlesnake Ranche. Plummer often visited
it, and the robbers used to camp, with their
comrades, in little wakiups above and below
it, watching, and ready for fight, flight, or
plunder. Two rods in front of this building
was a sign post, at which they used to prac-
tice with their revolvers. They were capi-
tal shots* Plummer was the quickest hand
with his revolver of any man in the moun-
tains. He could draw the pistol and dis-
charge the five loads in three seconds. The
post was riddled with holes, and was looked
upon as guite a curiosity, until it was cut
down, in the summer of 1863.

Another favorite resort of the g was
Dempsey’s -Cottonweod Ranehe. The owner
knew the character of the rebbers, but had
no connection with them; and, in those

days, a man’s life would not have been
worth fifteen minutes purchase, if the
sessor had been foolish enongh even to hint

at his knowledge of their doings: Daley’s,
ups on the Madison, the Jefferson, Wisconsin
Creek, and Mill Creek, were also constantly
oceupied by members of the band.

By discoveries of the bodies of the vie-
tims, the confessions of the murderers before
execution, and reliable information sent to
the Committee, it was found that one hun-
dred and two people had been certainly
killed by these miscreants in various places,

that scores of unfortunates had beem mur-
dered and buried, whose remains were never
diseovered, nor their fate definitely ascer-
tained. All that was known, was that they
started, with greater or less sums of money,
for _va.rioua .places, and were never heard of
&gﬂ.l]l-

(T be Continued.)
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E. Olinghcuse,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

GROCERS

STORAGE & COMMISSION

Corner of Wallace & Jackson Sts.,

VIRGINIA CITY, - - M. T.

—_—l—

The Best Fire-Proof Warehouse in the
City, with Cellar Attached.

They Keep constantly on hand and for sale
FLOUR,
SUGAR,
TORACCO,
BACON,
CAN FRUITS,
COAL 01L,
COFFEE,
DRIED FRUIT,
LINSEED 0IL,
WHITE LEAD,
LIQUORS,

TEA, GLASS, CALIFORNIA SHOVELS & NAILS,

A Choice assortment of

RYE WHIRKEY, GIN, SCOTCH WHISKEY,
{CHERRY BRANDY COGNAC BRANDY,
CHERRY WINE, CHERRY JUICE.

Cash Advances Made on Consignments.

We solicit consignments of all kinds of

CENERAL MERCHANDISE,

PRODUCE, ETC., ETC.,

‘We can assure those that consign goods to us, that they
will be sold at the highest market price,
We are also prepared to transport goods to any and all
parts of the Territory with promptness and dispatch,
E. OLINGHOUSE, & CO.
Virginia City, June 6th, 1865. 45-71"

MINERS AND FREIGHTERS

LOOK J4T THIS!

E have removed our business from Cover street to the
Kiskadden Stone Building, on Wallase Street, where
we design todo a

JOBBINC, RETAIL,

AND

COMMISSION BUSINESS

‘We have in store and Mgnc}ukmp & general assortment

Groceries and Provisious,

Suited to the wants of Miners, Freighters,
Ranchmen and Families.

Our and design is to do business correet, and endea-
wrwl?%‘:a eral satisfaction. 'We invite the patronage
ofall Wokalgive promptuionion b cnsprment e

and the selli same at prices,
king prompt returns of is when sales are made,

P, 8,—We have in conmection a Stone Fire Proof Cellar,

for the storage of
44-56% GO‘RHAM & PATTON.

W' Harrison & Co.,
Lumber Yard,

Corner of Idaho and VanBuren: Sts.,
and in the rear of the Golden Gate
- in Nevada.

Aummnmmmmmmm.n
41 reasonable terms. Al kinds of sluice or building lam-
ber. m]lﬁuuﬁuh-m up Granite Creek.

NEW GOODS. 1865, NEW GOODS.

JOHN HOW,

ST RECEIVED vis the Missouri River and Fort
Jnnm;hpmd

Staple and Fancy
DRY GOODS,

—AND—

G-rocerilies.

HARDWARE, QUEENSWARE,

BOOTS AND SHOES,
Tinware,

SADDLES AND BRIDLES,
LEATHER,
Saddlery Hardware,

—AND—

Shoe Findings.

i

—ALSO—
SCYTHES AND SNATHS,

GRAIN QRADLES,
HAY FORKS,
HOES AND PLOUGHS,
MINERS’ TOOLS,
WINDOW GLASS AND PUTTY, 4

Which we offer for sale at
WHOLESALE OR RETAIL,

And to which we respectfully call the attention of the
Citizens of Montana.

Stor_age & Commission.

Having built a Commodicus Stone Warehouse, we are
prepared to receive Merchandise and Produce, for sale on
Commission or on Storage, and respectfully solicit Con-
signments.

Store and Warehouse corner of Jack=
son and Idaho Sireets, Virginia
City, M. T.

48-60"

CLOTHING!

GORNIA g,
Q?:"X Off@

KEEP constantly on hand amd are receiving from East-
ern Markets, a fine and well seleeted Stoek of

CLOTHING!

UNDER SHIRTS,

OVERSHIRTS OF ALL STYLES,
SOCKS, &e., &c.,

Whickh I offer to sell both

AT THE

d to give m

Corner of Hnl";c-nni Main Streets,

G, GOLDBERG,

WVirginia City, - - =

.Mers G-oods

AND s
Gents’ Furnishing Goods!
SUCH A5
COATS,
PANTS,
VESTS,
HATS,

DRAWERS,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL,

IL.owest Prices

Merck are i
mumdmat as my facilities are such that I can at
;:lwﬂmﬂwmr éﬁmmﬁm&emg—y

Remember the ““ CALIFORNIA STORE! **

Helenn, Montana Territery.

J.J. ROE & Co.,

Wallace Street,

M. T.

Wholesale dealers in

GENERAL MER HA NDISE.

ULD call the nttmtihm ;1! l{hsdnnt - ts and the
Public generally to the fact ey are in
receipt of a a&aﬂ assortment of Merchandise,con
sisting in part of

8I. Lowis Double Ex. Flour,

CORN MEAL, BACON, HAMS,
LARD, SUGAR, COFFEE,

CANDLES, SOAP, NUTS,

FIGS, RAISINS, DRIED
FRUITS,

And all articles pertaining to the Grocery line.

A Large Assortment of
LIQUORS AND CICARS

o1 all Descriptions.

Champagne,
Bitters,
Wines,

YWhislzecy.

A General Assortment of

Farmer’S and Miner’s Tools.

Plows, Hoes, Scythes,

Hay Forks, Hopes, Grindstones

Etc., Etc., Ete.,

We are constantly receiving Goods from Fort
Benton.
vind7-v2n20*

VIRGINIA CITY,
ANID
HELENA CITY

HARDWARE STORE!

JOHN A. NYE & CO.,

Where Pijgrims and Actual Settlers may always obtain a
general assortment of

COOK STOVES, CAMP STOVES,
CAST IRON STOVES, PIiCKS,
SHOVELS, AND MINERS’
FARMERS’ AND MR
CHANICS’ TOOLS
GENERALLY.

Tin, Sheet-Iron and Copper Ware.

Builder's Hardware, Coffee-Mills, Ox and Horse Shoe
Nails, Carpenters’ Tools, and a great variety,
of other things pretty, useful and
solid.  Job Work in Copper,
Tin and Sheet Iron, done
with dispatech.

43-55¢ Virginia City and Helena, M. T.

KRALL & PETCHNER’S

Confectionery & Bakery
A Large and Fresh Stock o

CANDIES, CANNED FRUITS

AXD
CONFECTIONERIES OF ALL KINDS.

Fine CigarS Wines and Ligquors

KEPT CONSTANTLY ON HAND.

Got up on short notice,

ﬂ!-m:, Paints, Oila,
Dyestuffs, Perfumery, Glassware,

VIRCINIA CITY, M. T.

—

.57 f

fully Compounded.

JOHIN A. NYE & COG.,

Ball Suppers & Wedding Calkes

‘Wallace St., dhe door above the Gem.

Window Glass, Coal 08l and Coal il Lamps,

—
STAGE LINj

Carrying the Great Throagh Mail betwe g,

ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC STATRy

Line is now running in sonvection
T Coaches vetween i e gy

Atchison, Kansas. and Placervilje, Cal,

Tri-weekly Coaches between
Sait Lake City & Walla "'ﬂun

Via Boise City, WestBannack, and

TRI-WEEKLY COACHEs

Between

.

Great Salt Lake City & Virzipjy
City, M. T. via Bannaek City,

Carrying the

U. §. MAIL AND PASSENGERs

Also, tri-weekly coaches between Virgisin City g
Bannack City.

Conches for Great Salt Lake City and Baanack 5y
leave Virginia City every ‘

conneeting at Fort Hall with conches to Boise ard Wy,
Walla, and ai Great Salt Lake City. with the Daily Lige,
to the

Atlantic States, Nevada and Californis

For further particulars apply at the offices.

NAT. STEIN, Agemt
b gl ol Virginia City, Moutana Terzitry
Geo. H. Hanna. Thos. Hoopes

HodNNA & CO0.,

Wallace

Street, Virginia City, M. T.,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

GROCERS

AXD

COMMISSION MERCHANTS

Have on hand and for sale a complete assortment of

CROCERIES

consisting in part of
SUGAR,
COFFEE,

TEAS.
DRIED FRUITS OF ALL KiND$
CAN FRUITS OF ALL KINDS,
OYSTERS, SARDINES, ete., ete.

ROPES, AND NAILS OF EVERY SIIE

A Number 1 article of
Califormnia YWine,

Cigars and Tobacco, Flavoring Extracts, Shovels Hee
Picks, ete., ste.

4,000 Pounds of Peialoe
JUST RECEIVED !

o
JAMES LINFORTH,
Commission Merchant,
208 BATTERY STREET,

San Francisce, - - - =

Cal

Agency for the Purchase and Shipment of all Descrigtion
of Merchandise and Mackizery on Commussion.

IN soliciting the ORDERS of MERCHANTS and others s
ing in UTAH, IDAHO and MOSTAXA the Sunses
thmuea is_personal attention to the SELECTS &
URCHASE of the GOODS, which with a long experienes
busi 8an Franciseo, will doubtless make it &

the in - -
r bt i -
b iy T Pl Sk

SHIPMENTS made by whatever route parties may o
eate,
The COLORADO ROUTE is now practicable, and good
can be forwarded to CALL'S LANDING, the depot for US
Freighkt, or to HARDY'S LAN DING, below,
Arrangements ean be made here for freighting as i *
Austin, on the Carcon Route, and from Los Angeles o3
Lake on the Southern Reute, -
ORDERS from parties unkmown in this mark®
rhouid be aceompanied in the first instanee with o %
tance for the amount, . e
PRICE LisTS, and any information in relation @
market, furnished oun application.

REFERENCES IN SALT LAKE CITY.
William Jennings, Eaq., Merchant and Baznker
Walker Brus., nﬁ:l‘ﬂl&nﬁ.

Cronyn & Clayton, Merchants.
IN BAN FRANCISCO :
The Bank of California and Mercantile Hoases geoeml’
JAMES LINFORTH
e 208 Battery Street, San Francisco, U5

HERRMANN, SCHWAB & LOEB.
CONTENT’S BUILDING,

Corner of Jackson ana Wallace $%°

Virginia City, M. T.

5

TUESDAY, THURSDAY & SUNDAY MORNv |

AVING purchased their Goods i the Ensters 3
H on favorable terms, and having mi""‘lﬂ:]
wmm&mmmﬁnhaﬂ':
cheap as any house in town, their splendid stock ©

Virginia City, M. T., Sept. 10, 1864. 43-35¢
3. D. cLAYTON. X R s mas, | QUEENSWARE,
CLAYTON & HALE GROCERIES,
Wholesale and Retail Deulers fn LIQUORS,
DRUGS & mIOIN'EB, DRY GOODS,
OMIGa L S, CLOTHING, it
Cl

QOhdmdlwqﬂﬁfr‘“l’i:'
Restsurants and Hotels, as well as for private
48-60*
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