_ THE MONTANA POST, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13, 1866,

The Social and Pelitical Life of the
Inhabitants of Pompeil,

The cities which have been buried by
Vesuvius have not answered the expec-
tation and hopes which the first discov-
eries and excavations awakened. The
antiquarian and classical scholar were
full of hope to retrieve & number of an-
cient writings which are lost; the miss-
ing books of Livy and Tacitus, the last
Greek works which have been transla-
ted and copied by Roman authors, and
many other valuable relics were expected
to come forth safe and wall preserved
from under the ashes snd lava which
had hidden these cities for centuries.
The artists and dilettanti were looking
for statues and groups of ancient sculp-
ture—nay, even for the paintings which
were to justify the presumptive asser-
tions of philologists, that the ancients
were acquainted with the secret of the
art of painting. Of all these hopes and
expectations none have been fulfilled.
Neither Livy nor Tacitus could be com-
pleted from what have been found in the
buried cities of Pompeii and Hurclan-
eum, nor have any additions been made
to the large collections of aniiquites at
Rome, Florence and Naples. But with
regard to the knowledge of domestic
life, and the manners and customs of
their inhabitants, these excavations
have proved highly interesting and im-
portant. We are now enabled to form
a far better and more correct idea of Ro-
man life in general.
The inscriptions on the walls of Pom-
peii yield, in this respect, a rich harvest;
they consist of three classes. The first
are engraved upon marble or stone, ei-
ther on the gable of a temple or on a
pedestal of a statue, and gives us notice
who built the first or who is represented
by the latter. The second class answers
to what to-day wg, call wall advertise-
ments ; they are not earved with the
chisel, but are painted with red or black
color. They serve to recommend a can-
didate for election; or to indicate the
day and subject of a theatrical renre-
sentation ; or to make known to the
people concerned that an apartment is
to be let in o house; or to recommend
# certain hotel to the travelers, where
they might find a good table and all
sorts of aceommodations: or to direct
public attention to a theft which had

their beloved ones with verses, particu-
larly from Ovid. There are also passa-
ges from poets whose works are lost, and
some of the lovers made their verses
themselves. “May I die,” you read on
t;.'le v:'all. “if I would be a god without
thee!"

Most of them speak in prose, and some-
times in tolerably barbarian prose. Some
of the inscriptions declare love or wrath
with great frankness. “My dear Sava
love me, I pray thee!” “Nonia greets
her friend, Pagurus.” “Meta, the ac-
tress,Joves Contus with Ler whole heart.
May the Pompeian Venus be propitious
to them, and let them ever live in har.
mony!"” “Assecllia, mayst thou wither!”
“ Virgulia to Tertius : Thou art too ugly
for me.” Only in one inscription does a
husband express love for his wife; an-
other reveals the whole of a little ro-
mance. A poor lover deserted by his fair
one, finds her again after having long
searched for her, and writes on the house
where she lives: “There she is, there
she is, no more doubt as to this: Rom-
ula lives here with a rascal.”

Although most of the time was devo-
ted to pleasure, affairs were not entirely
forgotten. Every yeer the regular elec-
tion of the magistrates interrupted the
usual distractions of the inhabitants and
oecupied them in a manner which aston-
ishes us. The inscriptions do not per-
mit the least doubtastothat. Wemust
here remark that the despotism of the
Emperors at the beginning was not al-
lied to any centralization. Later this
was introdaced, but under the first Em-
perors the affairs of the Province were
not interferred with. Pompeii, as a Ro-
man Colony, was one of the most fa-
vored cities, and with regard to its do-
mestic administration, enjoyed an unlim-
ited freedom. The only magistrates who
are made mention of, were city funetion-
aries,

The greatest power was vested in the
Senate, whith was composed of one hun-
dred members, and had about the same
attributes as the Roman Senate. Two
Decemviri pronounced sentence, two
aediles superintended the markets and
administered the police, two guaestors
were placed over the finances. The Sen-
ate consisted of the most respeetable
men of the city ; the other magistrates
were elected every year. Suffrage was

Report of a Mining Engineer on
Montans.

The Brooklyn Daily Union contains
the following article, which we respect-
fully commend to the attention of cer-
tain exchanges in the adjoining States
and Territories, that copy with such
avidity the gloomy remarks of lazy or
unfortunate gold-seekers in Montana.
Mr. Atkin is thoroughly versed in his
profession, and eapitalists in New York
will invest  thousands of dollars in the
mining property of the Territory if he
makes favorable reports. As his repu-
tation and fortune are dependent upon
the accuracy of his observations, great
weight should be attached by disinter-

ested parties to his statements: 0

Mr. George Atkin, a practical engi-
neer well known in Brooklyn, left this
city on the 9th of August last for Vir-
ginia City, Montapa, via the overland
stage route, taking Denver City, Colora-
do, and Salt Lake City in his route. He
arrived at Virginia City, which is in the
heart of the mining districts of Mon-
tana, on the 31st of August. Mr, Atkin
was gent out in the interest of the cor

rators of the * (Golden Ore Mining and

’rospecting Company of Montana,” a

Brooklyn organization, to make a per-
sonal survey and estimate of the value
of a series of some thirty-two gold
quartz lodes to be transferred to them ;
to select one on which to commence
work, and to erect the mill buildings
preparatory to the reception of the ma-
chinery.

In his letter announcing his arrival at
Virginia City, Mr. Atkin says:

1 have seen the rock from the differ-
ent lodes, all so rich thatitis diffienlt to
decide without seeing the lodes which
is the best, ag all contain free gold in
great quantities, * * * The factis
you can scarcely take up a piece of rock
which has not gold or silver in it. Bat
more: “*No——" is the richest red
bromide of mercury (quicksilver) that
we could wish for. I consider it worth
dollars. All we want to work it is
a retort or furnace. * * 1 feel so
glad at having mercury so rich and good,

Py

The Son of the Great Napoleon.
A Paris correspondent of the New
York Times says:

Since the recent mediation of the Em-
peror of the French, which has perhaps
saved Austria from totai annihilation,
there is reason to believe that the desire
of France to possess the ashes of the
young prince who was a few hours Na-

leon Il has been acceded to by the

“mperor Francis Joseph, and that the
mortal remains of the King of Rome
will socn be placed beneath the dome
of the Invalids, side by side with those
of his illustrious father. Phus the great
Napoleon and his son, separated by des-
tiny in life, will at last be united in |
death. Both died in the land of exile, |
and neither will have found repose upon |
the soil of France until after many years’
sleep far from her shores—one upon a
rock bound island in a distant ocean,
and the other in the funeral vault of an
Austrian palace, .

Little is generally known in America |
of the last years of Napoleon II., and|
the present moment seems opportune to |
give a sketeh of his brief and melan- |
choly career. d b

Joseph Charles Francis Napoleon, |
King of Rome, Duke of Reichstadt, was |
born at Paris on the 20th of March,
1811. All the good fairies seemed to |
have assembled around his cradle and |
all appeared to predict for him honors,
riches and power; not ome intimated
doubt of his future grandeur and lustre !
Yet, despite the happy presages which
accompanied his birth, searcely three
years after he came into the world as|
the heir of Napoleon, the young prince |
left France, on the 2d of May, 1814, |
never to return during life. On arriving |
in the dominions of bis grandfather, the |
Emperor of Austria, his title was sup |
pressed; the name hLe bore was pre- |
seribed ; every fact in history which re- |
called the glories of his father, nd the |
humiliation of his enemies, was careful- |
ly eoncealed from the child’s knowledge, |
and at seven years of age the son of Na- |
poleon became the Duke of Reichstadt. |

An Imperial decree, promulgated July |
| 22d, 1818 (the 224 of July was also the
| date of his death), conferred upon him |
| the title of an Austrian Duke, fixed his |
rank at the Court of Vienna, the arms|
he was to bear, the honors to which he |

LETTER LIST.

Letters remaining unciaimed in the Post-Ofice,
Virgisia City, Montans Territory, Oct. 11, 1866,
To obtain these letters the applicant must call
for ** adverused letters,” give the date of this list.

and pay two cents for adverusming.
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BellJ C Barrett Geo ¢
Barpard Jobn L 2 Barbour John
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Hegenbari I
Herrich Geo E
Hicks James
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life of many spectators of Nuceria. The | 8ssets conldn’t have furnished a head-{No man can explain it. Itseemstomen | his jast breath. Thus died the son of | Walier Warren Wecks J H =l
Senate punished the guilty by prohibit- | board for his grave. We remember the | from the States queer that it can be 50, | the Great Captain, at the age of twenty- ol 5. P i
ing all gladiatorial spectacles in Pom- | time when out of charity and sympathy | but so it is. . You must not blame | one years. Six days after his death, on W:La'g g Wﬁ%mﬂ ©n All Parts of Eurepe.
peii for ten years, It would have been | for the poor wretch, we got him the sit- | me for not writing sooner. 1 wanted to | the 38th, a post mortem examination of | Weston F L Wastone W S
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