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ouR POSITION.

It husbea said that thiag •-am be
rven from scripture. Had we hereto.

fore been a disbeliever In the assertion
we should now feel that the mass of evi-
dence was against us, and coincide. Some
two or three weeks since an article ap-
peared in this paper uider the caption
of "A Protest." Founded upon honest
convictions, uninfluenced by mercenary
or other improper motives, we gave our
opinion of the enactment. If we were
right, well and good ; if wrong, it is not
more than all humanity is liable to be.
Whether right or wrong, it was at least
entitled to stand upon its own merits,
and receive an honest criticism. We
are induced to make these remarks by
an article in a Helena paper. This arti-
cle, in which there is neither wit, wis-
dont or grammar, gives two quotations,
or what purports to be quotations, from
the "protest." To say that they are
garbled, would not fully convey an idea
of the process to which they have been
subjected. Portions of sentences have
been selected here and there, to suit the
purposs of the author, and the result

presented to the readers of that paper as
extracts from our article. Were it not
useless we might appeal to that innate
sense of justice, (of which every one is
charitably supposed to have a portion.)
of the writer to at least not make what
they pronounce wrong, worse by perver-
sion. Had the discussion been conducted
in a straightforward manner, seeking
after truth, we would willingly have
given it our attention. As it is we re-
•pictfully decline a further discussion of
the matter with that paler. \We have
sntliciently advertised it by previous no-
tice, and niany will have heard its name
through the PosT. whol otherwise had
not known of its existence. We forgive
it-, conceited egotism, and its palpable
misrepresentations. We may even ap-

plaud its fine discrimination of sexes,
and thank it for classing us with that
s•e. it insults by an ill natured allusion
to the frailties tiesh is heir to. Although
it would do vs infinite pleasure to kick
about some of the verbal garbage in
which the fine points of a couple of arti-
cles in the last number are buried, we
let it pass. Wet made the resolve before
entering upon the duties of this office,
that in low personalities, and in unfair
discussions, we would take no part, and
that resolve bhall not be broken. The
liHerald can have it as it will. Hence-
forth its aspersions shall fall harmless
and unnoticed, its language he void of
offense. Our paths diverge at the point
they- have reached, and parting company
we wish our little cotemporary no ill,
nor a passing cloud to mar the sunshine
of " the nephew of his aunt."''

THE INDIAN WAR.
The well founded reports of an alli-

ance of Indian tribes, comprising the
largest and most warlike in the country,
for the purpose of carrying the war into
the settlements, the information of the
large quantities of arms and ammuni-
tion in their hands, and their intense
anxiety to procure more, added to the
recent massacres to which almost every
day's telegrams add another, and the
fact that the troops are insufficient in
numbers to afford any protection. and
that months will elipse before any aid
can be expected from them, calls for ac-
tion, immediate and earnest, on the part
of the residents of Montana, especially
those occupying the more exposed por-
tions of the Territory. So far we have
heard of no depredations committed
against settlers, the savages confining
their warfare to picking off detachments
of soldiers and trains, these offering
them a better opportunity of securing
arms and stock than an attack upon set-
tiers. When, however, their passions
are fully aroused by the excitement of
carnage, and the presence of large bodies
of troops in their country, they will na-
turally evade a conflict with them and
endeavor to wreak vengeance upon iso-
lated miners and the exposed settle-
ments. We know of none more liable
to attack than the inhabitants of the
Gallatin valley and the isolated body
of miners on the Yellowstone, The
region of country beyond them is the
familiar haunt of the Sioax and oth-
er hostile tribes, and the presence
of friendly Indians in that re-
gion offers no immunity from danger.
As soon as spring opens, or on the ap-
proach of their enemies, these small
roving bands will be likely to either
leave the country or join the alliance.
The fact that the Sioux have aot been
above the Yellowstone canyon or in the
Gallatin .valley for years, is no promise
of safety. It is only a year or two since
their war-parties reached within a few
miles of Boseman. and killed residents
of the valley almost in sight of the town,
and as lately as last sammer, one of their
chiefs described to one of the Big Horn
ferryman the location of Boseman and
its surroundings as as curately as could
one of its inhabitants. Thkrm at the
Yellowstone ss than one hunded men,
at least thirty miles rhm any eotbw nst.
temeat by a mountain trail, sIpasd to

attaek along the eatie disease.. There
are in the Gallatin valley probably nea
two thousand persons capable of barlng
arms, but scattered over an area of 400
or 500 square miles; many of them with
families and immense herds of stock to
protect. As they are now, it oflbrs a ne
field of operation to the Indians, ad
we believe is in imminent danger. The
emergency calls on an organization for
mutual protection and defense. Let
there be places designated and prepared
where. the families will be safe under a
a small guard; a plan decided upon for
the removal of stock to a secure place at
short notice. The services of some of
the friendly Indians, or, better still, some
of the half-breeds, be secured to act as
scouts when it is deemed necessary.
The fighting men organize under chosen
leaders, and these different organizations
have a thorough understanding and sym-
pathy, each man having definite instruc-
tions as to his particular duty in case of
attack. Measures of this kind or of sim-
ilar purport are not entailing loss of
time or an expenditure of money; they
may save life and property, and can do
no harm. The suggestion is offered for
the consideration of the (Gallatians, as
we believe if attack is only a possibilty,
it is better to be prepared than to wait
until the destroyer comes, and have re-
peated in our valleys the horrid scenes
of Minnesota.

ORIGANIZING.

Judging from present indications, the
Union is very likely to be restored if the
Republicans and Democrats in other
places are as determined on the subject
as they are in Montana. They have in
Helena a camp of the B(rand Army of
the Repub'ic, a Union League and a
Democratic (lub-all pledged to the
Union. and all working vigorously.
There happens, however, to be a radical
difference of opinion as to how this is to
be accomplished, the Republicans claim-
ing that Congress is endeavoring to pre-
serve it: the Democrats, that it is en-
deavoring to destroy it. As Congress
has not yet adopted any measures forc-
ing humiliating or unnecessary condi-
tions upon the Southern people, but
have simply and in a perfectly legiti-
mate and Constitutional manner sub-
mitted to the States such amendments
to the Constitution as the exigences of
the government require, and the constit-
uents of the Representatives have deci-
ded in favor of by a majority of four hun-
dred thousand votes at the lateelections,
we think that thlerm is something else
than is apparent on the face of the "Ad-
dress" of this "Club," that is the real
mainspring of its action. How would it
have answered to designate it "An or-
ganization of the Democrats of Helena
to insure the success of the Edgerton
county Democratic candidate for delegate
to Congress ?" We think it would have
covered the entire purpose of the organ-
ization, without leaving the field open
for misconception. The address calls on
' all conservative men, of whatever past
political predelictions and affiliatiQns,
weo are willing to saerifiee party preju-
dices." to join them. Their constitution
declares that " the object of the associa-
tion shall be to promote the cause of
Democracy." We cannot quite see the
"similarity." The Democrat is only re-
quested to publish the address, because
Major Bruce might take alarm if he read
for publication the constitution; but the
Gazette was requested to publish them
both, the former four times, because Mr.
Wilkinson is in the Edgerton county
ring, and is to be one of the principal
performers in the great wire-pulling ex-
hibition soon to come off. The Major
has been too long in the business to have
sand thrown in his eyes in that manner
however, and sees the intent and pur-
pose of the organization perfectly. In
his comments, prefixed to the address,
he "hopes that its sentiments will have
some influence on the Gaseute and all
other Democrats," and adds:

"We insist that all shall be etitled to
equal rights and privileges in the party. It
has been too much the pactice of some poli-
ticians to asmil parties who are now acting
with the Democratic party, becaue they have
been Union men or old Whigs. We have had
no other antecedents, yet when it suits geI-
tlemen, we are twitted on that account. We
united oar fortunes in 1862 with the Demo-
cratie party, and have beem faithful in all
things. We claim the same rights and privi-
leges in that party as any membeps thereof.
The principles belong to all who embrace
them, not to any special members of the pa-
ty, and the principles eanuniatad in the He
Address, if practced and arried oat i good
faith, will insure the Anal triumph of the
Democratic party."

It will be seen that there is not any
too much faith placed in the action of
the Heloa Club, and the probeMlty is
that another Union savinm g dub will be
organised by the Democrats of Virgini,
to give our Congreaomal aspirants a
chnaes with those of Helem.
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DiS~rent persons are differently con-
stltated, and view objects through a me-
dius tinged with a color corresponding
to tlhir mental condition. It is this fea
ture t t in a great measure gives vari-
ety and spics to csrrespondence, but it is
unfortunate that in some cases writers
are mN cnstituted as to contribute such
foul slander and base calumnies as the
above are examples of. It is indubitable
evidence of the total depravity to which
mankind may be reduced. These are
not the only instances of misrepresenta-
tion we have noticed going the rounds
of the press, nor the worst. Scarcely an
arr•ral of exchanges but contain expres-
sions fully as untrue as the above, clip-
ped from some windy correspondence;
and paper after paper copying them, giv-
ing an incorrect and injurious represen-
tation of our Territory. It has been
stated that a man's life is not safe in the
streets of our largest cities in broad day ;
and that it is no unusual occurrence to
see three or four men shot down in cold
blood by murderous desperadoes who
defy all law and order. Who was before
aware that last fall " the cold season set
in much earlier than was expected?"
We had thought that when the ther-
mometer indicated 35 o during the day
until the middle of December, that it
was rather a pleasant winter. '" The
supply of provisions is very meager."
There is grain and flour sufficient in
the Gallatin valley, grown and ground
there, to feed the people of this Terri-
tory six months; and there is scarce a
warehouse in Virginia or Helena that is
not piled from floor to ceiling with flour,
bacon, coffee, sugar, and every necessary
of life. "Starvation prices have already
been obtained." Yes! Flour is selling
here for $9, and other commodities in
proportion, while in the valley it is so
abunJant that holders are unable to re-
alize a their Pge stocks. "The women
of Montana go about dressed up in men's
clothing, etc." The only instances we
have seen of this kind have been among
the Chinese, and short hair is a luxury
they do not indulge in. The Gazette in
calling attention to one of these state-
ments, demonstrates it a "concentrated
lie," which is about the best and truest
name it could receive, although there
is not much " soft soap" in it for the
writer. Our Territory is only in .its in-
fancy. its mineral and agricultural re-
sources still comparatively undeveloped,
and society only resolving itself from
the crudity attendant upon the usher-
ing of an immense mass of people into
one locality from every portion of the
world. We have, however, great veins
of rich minerals and extensive placer
mines extending throughout its length
and breadth; and wherever they have
been properly worked have not failed to
make rich returns. Our valleys have
yielded bounteously to the hands of the
husbandman. Peace has bound her gold-
en cestus around the hearts of our peo-
ple, and Plenty emptied her cornucopia
at their feet. Life and property are as
safe as in any Eastern city or rural dis-
trict, and to say the least of it, the wri-
ter of the above statement was very un
fortunate in his associations when he
saw so many "women with the swag-
gering gait of gamblers and drunkards."
Cot respondents should state the places
in which they gather their items, to pre-
vent mistaken ideas on the part of read-
era. As base a slander as we have quo-
ted is conclusive that the writer had not
been received into that class of society
which fortunately predominates in tde
Territory.

WsU EMPRAOVMEMNT.

Various opinions are entertained in
regard to the decision of the Judiciary
Committee of the House of Represent-
atives on the impeachment resolution
ofbred by Ashley of Ohio. So far the
evidence in hearing has been on the
side of the resolution, and it is not prob-
able it will be closed for some days.
That the evidence in favor of the Presi-
dent will receive a deliberate and impar.
tial consideration from the committee,
we believe. Although composed almost
entirely of Radical members, their hon-
esty and ability is beyond question.
Aware of the immense responsibility
attached to their decision, the investi-
gatioa is being conducted with the cir-
crmspection its importance demands,
and it is not improbable that the Thirty-
ninth Sesion will expire before their
laboes an have been fully completed,
and the esaleet be ohmldwd by Owi
gma This will devolve the duty upon
the eesdag one, the qap sidton ao
whi- will be stnmer s edA than the

prsmmt. The following members com-
pose the committee to which the resolu-
tion was reterred: Wilson of Iowa, Bout.
well of Massachusetts, Thomas of Mary-
land, Williams of Pennsylvania, Wood-
bridge of Vermont, Morris of New York,
Lawrence of Ohio, Cook of Illinois, Hog.
ors of New Jersey. The last named gen-
tleman is a strong political friend of
President Johnson's.

Imnmian 1•asmaere.
The following is a full account of the

recent Indian massacre at Fort Phil.
Kearney :

FoRT LARAMrE, Dec. 27.
The recent massacre of United States

troops by Indians did not occur near the
old Fort Kearney, Dakota Territory.
The fort is situated in the forks of the
two Piney creeks in the centre of the
mountain district of the Military De-
partment of the Platte. and in the heart
of the region occupied by the hostile
tribes, the Sioux and the Cheyennes
Its defense consisted of a well made
stockade of timber, pierced with loop-
holes for guns, the logs eighteen inches
in diameter.

It is thought that the post was cap-
tured by treachery, as the force there
should have been able to stand a siege,
and it seems hardly possible that it
could have been captured by Indian as-
sault.

On the other hand, the savages have
so constantly manifested their hostility
that it is difficult to see how the troops
could have been beguiled into any re-
laxation of vigilance. We hope to have
more particulars soon; but there is no
reason to doubt the full extent of the ca-
lamity, as reported yesterday.

The Indians are very troublesome,
and the troops at Fort Phil. Kearney
have been almost in a state of siege for
weeks past. On the 22d a number of
Indians came near the post, and Brevet
Lieutenant Colonel WV. J. Fetterman,
Captain J. H. Brown and Lieutenant
Grummond, all of the Eighteenth Infan-
try, gathered hastily eighty-nine men of
Company C, Second Cavalry and forty-
five men of the Eighteenth Infantry, and
went after the Indians. The troops were
gradually drawn on until at a point four
miles from the fort, when they were sur-
rounded and slaughtered. Not a man
escaped to tell the story of disaster.
The bodies were stripped of every arti-
cle of clothing, scalped and mutilated.
Thirty bodies were found in a space not
larger than a good sized room. Nearly
all the bodies were recovered and buried
in the fort.

Fort Phil. Kearney was not captured,
Ss would be inferred from the above. A
sufficient number of troops have been
sent from Laramie to insure its safety.

PROCLAMATION BY TIHE ACT
I N GOVERNOR..

Mr. Chiles, city attorney, has received
a semi-official communication from A.
H. Barret, private secretary to acting
Governsor Meagher, now in Helena,
stating that a proclamation would be
issued and published in to-day's Gasette,
calling an extra session of the Legisla-
ture, to make such changes in the pres-
ent election law as are necessary to hold
an election for a delegate to the Fortieth
Congress, which convenes on the fourth
of March. It is believed here that the
session will be convened for that and
other purpose., including further legis-
lation upon the ' funding bill" and the
granting of another series of charters for
toll-roads, etc. The candidates for dele-
gate are all alive to the importance of
the occasion, and Democracy is on the qui
ive generally. We will have exciting

times shortly. If the political campaign
and the Indian campaign should happen
to come off in conjuntion, there will be
a splendid chance to make votes in Gal-
latin valley.

A HISTORY OF THE MOUNTAINs.-The
" History of the Settlement of the Rocky
Mountains," from the pens of H. N. Ma-
guire and Neil Howie, will undoubtedly
be a success. These gentlemen, than
whom there are none more competent to
produce a work of literary excellence
and reliable data, are actively engaged
in writing up the history and securing
the services of the best talent and infor-
mation the country possesses, to aid
them .in the compilation of the work.
Colonel Cavanaugh has consented to
prepare the portion of the work devoted
to Colorado. We are not informed as to
the time of publication, but shall, as we
have no doubt all others interested in
the history of this region will, await its
appearance with anxiety. The ability
of the gentlemen who have charge of
the work is sufficient evidence of its suc-
cess, and the good results that will en-
sue from its circulation in the East are
unquestionable.

THAT POSTAGE LAw.-We have heard
great results attributed to faith. In
writing the "protest" against the present
postage rates on papers, etc., we had the
fullest belief that if the matter was pre-
seated to Congress in due form, we
would have a redress of grievances. The
paper in which it was issued was scarce-
ly off the press when the selegram ar-
rived, statlag that the Postal Commit-
tee had deaided to recommend the re-
psal of the piesemt law. The ~rem-
mdation by the committae is almost
a gasmitem of its passae. e aote it
bIa

Fnroe the New vent 1.dep.de mt.)
If at high noon to-morrow, a vote were

to be taken throughout England, by a
show of hands, tpon the question of be-
ing for or against John Bright, nearly all
the hands that would go up against him
would be encased in kid gloves, and near-
ly all the hands that would go up for him
would be without gloves of kid or of any
other material ; still John Bright would
win the day.

By one infallible test we are forced to
decide that Mr. Bright is the foremost
man now extant in England. When Dr.
Johnson was congratulated on the suc-
cess of one of his terrific pamphlets
against the American colonists, he re-
j lied with a growl, that the pamphlet

ad not succeeded; that it had not been
sufficiently abused, and that for his own
part he always estimated the force of the
blow by the rebound. The intellectual,
the emotional rebound against Mr. Bright
in this country is something superb ; it
constitutes his crown, it leaves him, be-
yond all rivalry, the supreme English-
man alive. Throughout these islands
every number of every tory paper and
of every demi-tory paper, as surely, as
systematically flings its little stone or
its little dust, or its little mud, at John
Bright, as it prints its heading in big
letters and its leaders in small ones. It
was said of a certain Frenchman that lie
held his place in Paris society on the
tacit understanding that he should al-
ways be witty. Fortunately for the
tory papers, no such necessity is laid
upon them; but they do hold their
places in the conservative party on the
tacit understanding that they shall be
always abusive of John Bright. In the
House of Commons, too. the case is the
same. You would be amazed on looking
over Hansard. to find what an enormous
majority of the parliamentary speeches
there embalmed (luring the last fifteen
years contain thrusts at this one man.
and you could not sit through a debate
on any conceivable subject without being
nauseated with these incessant and
spiteful allusions to the " honorable
member from Birmingham." Indeed,
these five words constitute the one ex-
pression most thoroughly stereotyped
in the vernacular of that assemblage.
Its use in a tone of dislikp is now more
than a party shiboleth ; it has blossom-
ed into cant. Meanwhile, John Bright
sits there at the head of the second
bench below the gangway, the most un-
disturbed and the most impregnable
looking man that can be imagined Of a
stout, square, and solid frame, with a
broad, open, English face, his massive
brow shadowed by the wide brim of his
hat, with lips firmly compressed by
thoughtfulness and determination, and
calved of that peculiar shape that de-
notes them the fiery steeds of eloquence,
he seems no more concerned in the
knightly patter about "the honorable
member from Birmingham" than if that
celebrated member was a person in
whom he had not the most distant in-
terest. Indeed, I imagine that these
references to himself are positively no
longer heard by him, on the principle
that sounds oft-recurring and despised
come to have no more effect upon the
sensorium than sounds not made at all
-as the sleepy Frenchman at last snores
majestically through the diabolical clat-
ter of his alarm-clock and the sacred
twang of the prayer bell.

The spectacle of John Bright in the
House of Commons is one of the grand-
est in Europe. For myself, I should not
have regretted my voyage over the At-
lantic, had it conferred no other happi-
ness than a good long look from the
Speaker's gallery at John Bright sitting
in the Parliament of Great Britain-the
great champion of popular rights, hon-
ored, though feared ahong the elegant,
scornful and flippant contemners of pop-
ular rights, the kingliness of his tower-
ing intellect, the splendor of his Thor-
like eloquence, the earnestness of his
big, warm, indomitable heart, all person-
ated in that noble presence, and all con-
trasted by the unreality, the chatter, the
school boy sing-song, the petty, nibbling
arguments, the vapid, frivolous, unmean-
ing, unending flow of foppish politics
and of aristocratic impertinence, which
make up the most of an evening's dis-
cassion in that celebrated legislature
which Bishop Coxe very justly described
as " the Senate of Lilliput."

But, while he is thus politically hated
-while he is the mark for every verbal
brick-bat that any tory arm can fling
across the broad isle-he is said to be
personally a great favorite. I am told
that in the coffee-room no other member
is so soon surrounded by a group of
friendly talkers. Indeed, it seems that
the conversational fascinations of John
Bright are even greater than the fascin-
ations of his public oratory; and that
the grandest speeches that ever came
out of his lips came out as he sat in the
coffee-roam, with a cigar in one hand, a
glass of sherry in the other, and a crowd
of delighted and enthralled political en-
emies swarming about him.

When, a few years ago, his health
gave way, and the greatest fears were
excited, grief and alarm pervaded all
England-not alone the Liberal party.
Every post came to him laden with let-

ra of sympathy and regret from the
chiefs of that old nobility against whose
policicial pretentions his whole life has
been a battle. Every palace and castle,
and baronial hall in England ~ould
have opened its portals to receive and
give repose to the man whom all En-
glishmen know to be one of the greatest
masters of the English language,, one of
the noblest apostles of Christian states-
manship, a fearless, rough, hard-biting
antagonist-an honest man !

Devonshire, Eagland, Oct. 9, 1866.

A C•A•rcC woR A Fiowr.-The Idaho
2l5mes of the 22d nlt. has the followig:

News reached Boise City last Smday
evening. that General Crooks had sar-
rounded four hundred Indians near ,.mp
8maith, and had sent to that peas for sh-
ist nme and sdatreaaes to giue Otm
yMI His prsent fore. Is -

hundred assm, ind ij 744II
ly d Vissid BUrr 8i frIS.i


