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MINES

French Gulch was once one of Mon-
fana’'s greatest mining camps. Old
timers who have not passed to the groat
divide, stil! recall pleasant memories of
the days when the old placer digginga,
about 20 miles southwest of Anaconda,
fairly bristled with activity and which
brought fame to Montana because
the richness of the gravel then washeti
in the cirude ways customary in thoso
days,

To find a nugget worth from $25 to $30
was not an uncommon thing then and it
is said that no less than $5,000,000 was
taken out of the French Gulch bars
while the excitement lasted.

Gold was discovered in the gulch in
1864 when Indians frequently donned
their war paint and undertook to ex-
terminate the sturdy miners who had
braved all the dangers imaginable to

reach the new found bonanza,
Two Frenchemen were the first ones

Abandoned Placers of French Guich to
Be Reclaimed by Modern Methods

of §
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AND MINING

'm:mut‘uvlure of machinery, the camp
could again be made prosperous.
French Gulch was his birthplace and
he has been consequently conversant
with conditions in the diggings from his
{infancy, The old house in which he
lﬂrsx saw the light of day is one of the
 few buildings which still remains stand-
i ing and considering the ravages of tinue
it is still in a good state of preservatisn.
| Mr. Allen was working for a salary,
but like a good many others concluded
that to get rvich in that manner was an
up hill job, so, confident that he could
make a winner of it concluded he covid

DREDGING COMPANY'S PLANT, FRENCH GULOE.

better himself in the mountain ravire |
in which he had spent his youth, | to admit of sufficlent dump or tailing
He sold his home and went into debt | room and the fall of water is so slight
besides, but he kmew no such word as | that sluices cannot be operated suc-
fail and undertook the task he had set | cessfully,
out to do. ’ With the machine put up by Mr, Alien
He was instrumental in the formation | the power is gained by 850 Inches of wa-
of the French Gulch Dredging company. | ter which is brought over in_ditches to
which concern last year finished the | an elevation of 156 feet above the ma-
erection of a large dredging boat which | chine and is conveyed to the elevator
was done at enormous cost. The com- | itself by means of a 16 inch pipe an.
pany now owns about 800 acres of ground | passes through a 4% inch nozzle, then
which extends up and down the valley | through a 9% inch throat, thus creatm;i
along the creek for a distance of 3% | a suction which lifts the sand and gravel |
miles, and about 400 inches of water asid:
The dredge was built in the valley at | from the water coming through lv hy-

the mouth of French Gulch Creek ant | draulics which are used in drivi) g tre
it has proven to be a great success so far | ravel and rocks to the machine \elow

as has been operated and handles from
1,600 to 1,800 yards per day. The ma-
chine is of the bucket type, 32 of themn
being attached to the revolving chaia |
or ladder as it is called, which is 49 foet
in length, |

These buckets are built Sampson like
and it would seem that their durabilicy |
would withstand years of active service |
Each one of these buckets has the ca- |
pacity of holding 3¢ cubic feet of gravel |
and fourteen of them are dumped every |
minute into a large grizzly or revolv. |
ing screen, where the coarse gravel is
separated from the fine and the sifted !
block sand and gold drops down lnloi
a distributing box. From there it is |
carried over a series of eight tables on
each side which are covered with cozoa
matting and expanded metal riffles. The '
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{ feet Into a flume containing riffles whica
| catch any gold which might be forced

| head of the flume is lined with heav:

the races, and lifted to a height of 15

through with the tailings. The bulk-
Iron rails to withstand the teritic |
pounding it gets from the rocks gl
gravel which comes tearing through
machine,
seven or eight men can handle from ,
to 1,800 yards per day, the quantity g
pending entirely on the character of dg
ground worked.

The machine is proving a decided
cess and much of the ground aband |
by the early day miners will be operated
very profitably, {

About two miles up the gulch from fie
8pot where the elevator is located My
Allen is operating another placer camp

‘With this elevator a for I 3

to enter the gulch with their packs and
while prospecting found that the yeliow
metal existed there in abundance. For
& time they endeavored to keep the mat-
ter a secret, but in a short while the
news spread abroad the country and the
Bpring of 1865 witnessed a stampede.

A little later as many as 1,000 people
inhabited the town of French Gulch
Wwhich sprung into existence.

Wages were high, $6 per day being the
minimum.sum paid the miners, and own-
ers of claims made money very fast.
The camp continued prosperous for
about four years when people began to
leave, belleving the ground had been
practically worked out and what was

. left they concluded could not be worke:l
with the crude methods then in vogue.
In a short while the camp dwindled
down to nothing, the old town was in
time deserted and the few white men
and Chinamen that remained eventually
burned up the houses that had been con-
structed for fuel, that being much easier

riffles which catch what gold may find A Where he is working hydraulies in vadu-
waste sand and water is carried ana | able ground. The originai owners worked
dumped off the rear end of the boat hy | along in the crude way of a shovel and
means of iron flumes which also have | Sluice boxes and made money until they
its way over the tables. The rock and | encountered trouble with immense boul-
heavy material is dumped into an ele- | ders which they were unablé i@ remove.

vator and also carried off to the rear orl
the boat and stacked up to a height of |
10 feet. \

The water furnished the boat is done !
by a centrifugal pump lifting 2,000 gal-
lons per minute. Power for the opem-'
tion of the machinery is done by a 100 |
horse power boiler and a 60 horse power |
condencing engine. A double cyllnder.l
20 horse power engine is used in the
operation of the wenches and the lights
used during the night time are generated
by a Westinghouse dynamo. In dimen-
slons the boat is 39 feet wide by 79 fact
long not including the tailing stacker
or ladder. In its construction 50,000 feot
of lumber was used and it bears a load
of 110 tons of machinery.

It is claimed that 97 per cent of the
values contained in the gravel is savea,

ALLEN’S UP PER PLACER.
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| steam engine.

For years the ground lay dormagt, but

when Mr. Allen came lntu, possession of |

it he set up a derrick to réemove sgeh, ob-
structions, which is operats %
With thi
of the way the bank is

nozzle, & A

With the ground included dn the elaims
in his possession up.the gulgh Mr. Allen
has enough to keep him busy for years
to come.

Last winter, while prospecting for =2
quartz lead above this placer dlgzingl
some very fine ore was encountered and |
before another year explres he expects |
to have opened up a quartz mine that
will insure activity in the camp during all
seasons,

Several other outfits are working In
the gulch this year and the outlook for
the old camp was never brighter since
its palmy days. ! :

THE ANACONDA AND PARRO

Amalgamated Company Owns a Con-
trolling Interest in Their -
Shares. 5

The Boston News Bureau, sald to rip- 1
resent the interests of F. A, Heinze'in |
the east, handed its readers the following |
on May 25: :

than going into the mountains to cut
timber. Not a few ranchers helped
themselves and moved them away to
their home places to be used agailn,

In its palmy days French Gulch wase
a peaceful camp. Efaloons and dance
houses were numerous, of course, but no
‘raids were made upon the place by ors
ganized bands of desperadoes as had
been the case in Virginia City. The
Plummer gang was pretty well broken
up when French Gulch became of im-
portance, Several robberies were re-
ported on the road between the carap
and Deer Lodge and one day a Chinesa
merchant of the latter place who regu-
Iagrly went into camp to buy the gold
dust of his fellow countrymen was re-
lieved of about $2,000.

No hangings ever occurred whil the
camp existed, however one was threat-
ened. One night a negro was caught in
the attempt of robbing a sluice box. He
was caught by several miners and strung
up and let down three times at the end
of a rope. The last time he was let
down he pretended he was dead. Tie
men knew he was playing possum and
conversed within his hearing wher>
they were going to bury him. Presently
he slipped the noose off*his neck and
made a run for the mountains and was
never after heard from,

The old camp remained in a comatosa
ago when signs of a revival became evi-
state until something like four years
dent. It occurred to William R. Allen,
‘whose father was the first man to drive
& team into the Gulch, that with the
dmprovements and progress made in the

Hydraulic Elevation on Site
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of Old Town, French Gulch.

Frequent clean-ups are made and the
matts on the tables are taken off and
washed out into the save-all box once
every 24 hours and from there the yellow
metal is saved by means of an amalga-
mator.

The hydraulic elevator Is one of the
improvements in placer mining which
has done wonders since Its ‘introduction
in California and the machine recently
installed in French Gulch by Mr. Allen
upon his own properties is the first ever
set up in Montana, Mr. Allen not long
ago acquired title to the ground upon
which the old town of French Gulch
once stood and early this spring he buliit
the apparatus in the gulch about a halt |
mile above the location of the dredging
company's plant,

The object of the hydraulic elevator
Is to elevate tailings that heretofore
had to be forked by hand, in places

where the bar being worked is too low.

“It is not known at this time whether
or not the terms for the exchange of
Boston & Montana and Butte & Roston
for new Amalgamated stock will be offi-
clally announced before the special meet-
ing of Amalgamated stockholders on
June 6.

Cash offers have already been made
through Messrs. Kidder, Peabody & Co.
for Boston & Montana at $375 per share
and Butte & Boston at $92.50 per share.
The amount of cash required to purchase
the entire issue on this basis. would be
as follows:

Boston & Mcatana, 150,000

shares at $375 seeee o0 $ 56,250,000
Butte & Boston, 200,000 shares

at $92.50 ...ou seeee ceses see 18,500,000

Total ..oov srv vue sesnss conee 74,750,000

It is, of course, to be presumed that the
terms announced, will be sufficienily at-
tractive to induce an exchange on the
four eo one basis for Boston & Montana
and the share to share basis for Butte &

_hy_‘. - ail |

ut
v washea |
| down by water passing through a 8. inch

Boston, so that it is very improbable that
any considerable amount of Boston &
Montana and Butte & Boston will be sold
on the cash basis above referred to.

There continues to be talk of an ar-
rangement whereby the ‘‘minority stock-
holders of the Anaconda company will
be taken Into the Amalgamated com-
pany on the basis of one share of Amal-
gamated for two of Anaconda.

1t is very evident that the Amalgamat-
ed’'s present ownership in the Anaconda
company is much smaller than has been
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Luck of the Prospector and Some Late Strikes.
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FRANKLIN FARRELL, WHO MADE THE

PARROT, WILL DEVELOP M’QUEEN PLACER
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The McQueen placer, which adjoins
the Butte & Boston and Boston & Mon-
tana propertles, east of Meaderville,
covers an area of ground a mile long
and & quarter of a mile wide, the long
portion of it running north and south,
has been recently bought by Franklin
Farrell of Ansonla, Conn, It Is close to
Placer 888, which was also purchased by
Mr, Farrell a short time ago. The entire
possession gives Mr. Farrell an area of
ground a mile ana a quarter in length
and nearly a mile in width. It Is right

-In line with the copper veins of the large

properties a short distance west. Tho
reason the property wes not bought by
some of the large companies long ago is
because the opinion prevailed here for
many years that the veins of the Bos-
ton & Montana, Anaconda, Butte &
Boston and other corporations pinched
out at the creek which separates tha
east and west sides. A short time ago,
however, this bellef was knocked sky
high by the discovery of a large body
of ore in the Butte & Boston placer,
which lles east of the McQueen placer.
The finding of ore in this ground has

resulted in two things—law sults to
qulet title to the property and the fact
that the veins of the big mines at the
west side of the valley are continuous.

The Boston & Montana and the Butte
& Boston are at present slhking larga
shafts in the foothills east of the Mc-
Queen, where they expect to develop the
eastern extensions of their veins, Mr,
Farrell is sinking three large shafts on
his property, two of them being th.ieo
compartment and as true as any shaft
that has ever been sunk in Butte, He
will thoroughly explore the country, and
should he encounter the ore bbdies
therein, which he has reason to expect
he will, it would be the greatest addi-
tion to the mining Industry of this dis-
trict the camp has ever had. It will
demonstrate the fact that the copper de=
posits are not confined to what is knowa
as the “Anaconda hill,"” but extend io
the mountalins east of the city.

Mr. Farrell was formerly president of
the Parrot Sllver and Copper Mining
company and has a pretty good idea of
the mineral formation and possibllities
of this district.

OLDEST HOUSE IN FRENCH GULCH—IT WAS A PALATIAL HOME IN THE 608

generally supposed, as at the recent
hearing at Jersey City In the Geer in-
junction case, an affidavit of G. M. Hy-
ams was presented by the Amalgamated
attorneys which stated that ‘“‘the total
market value of the shares of sald com-
panies (Anaconda and Parrot) held by
the Amalgamated company is equal to at
least $33,000,000.” This market value was
based on the then ruling quotations of
51 for Anaconda and 57 for Parrot.

It had been popularly supposed that
Amalgamated owned al least 900,000
shares of Anaconda out of the total share
capital of 1,200,000 shares and 150,000
shares of Parrot out of that company's
230,000 share capital. This supposition
must be erroneous as assuming that
Amalgamated owns but a bare control of
Anaconda or 600,000 shares, this amount
of stock at $51 per share would absorb
$30,600,000 out of $33,000,000 referred to in
the affidavit, leaving but $2,400,000 to rep-
‘resent the ownership in Parrot, of 42,000
shares at $57 per share.

As far as the public Is ¢oncerned, the
holdings of Amalgamated In its constit-
uent properties have always been in un-
‘known quantity. It is nevertheless a vi-
tal question in endeavoring to ar-ive at
the parent company's income, which is

derived from the dividends received on
the stocks in its treasury.

It is to be recalled that the advertise-
ment offering 75,000,000 of Amalgamated
stock to the puBlic, did not state that the
company owned a “controlling” interest
in any of the stocks it had purchased.

“Large interests” were stated to have
been acquired, and up to the time that
the $33,000,000 was referred to in the re-
cent Jersey City proceedings, little was
actually known regarding this important
matter.,

In another part of the affidavit the
statement is made that “among the prin-
cipal assets of the Amalgamated com-
pany are a majority of the shares of the
capital stock of the said Anaconda and
Parrot companies,” It is difficult to
harmonize this statement with the one
quoted above as the market value of a
majority of naconda and Parrot amounts
to much more than $33,000,000.

least $33,000,000" includes the possibility
of the market value of Amalgamated’'s
ownership In these two companies
amounting to a much larger sum, cer-
taln it is that these figures have given

rise to much thoughtful consideration.

‘Whether or not the expression “to at

Miners’ Union at Elkhorn.

A, L. Mercer was here from Elkhorn i

‘h smand A

yesterday and reports the camp to be )
getting along all right, though there is '

some delay in obtaining machinery fop :

the Elkhorn Silver Mining company, {
that is opening up the old mine, says i

the Boulder Age. A miners' union was
recently organized there with a pretiy
good start for the size of the camp, theve

being about thirty members. Harvey !
Davis is president, Mr. Mercer secretary .

and H. Greseth treasurer,

Supérla,tive
in strength
and purity

Improves the flavor and adds
tothe_healthiulnessofthefood.

PRICE BAKING POWDER.CO»

GHICAGO.

NoTs.—There are imitation baking |

powders. sold cheap by

many grocers, They are matle from alum, a poisonous
y renders the food injurious t':)o health,

drug, which
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