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V  MADISON COUNTY’S LOST PLACER MINES V
T

H E R E  is sca rce ly  a  c o u n ty  in 
M o n ta n a  th a t  h a s  no t a  s to ry  of 
a  lost c a b in  o r lost p lacer d ig ­
g ings. M ad ison  c o u n ty  is no e x ­

cep tion  to the  g en e ra l ru le , a n d  she h a s  
se v e ra l good s to r ie s  of w onderfu l finds 
w h ich  w ere m ad e  in  th e  e a r ly  days, a n d  
th e n  all tra c e  of th e ir  w h e reab o u ts  
be ing  lo s t by th e  d e a th  of the  m en w h j  
uncovered  g re a t  w ea lth , o n ly  to  lose it 
a g a in  by u n fo r tu n a te  c ircu m sta n ces .

On the  M adison  v alley , e a r ly  in th e  
s ix ties , s e tt le d  a li ttle  old E n g lish m an , 
w ho is know n  fa r  a n d  w ide am ong  the 
o ld - tim e rs  of th e  s ta te  a s  "E n g lish  
G eo rge ."  H is n am e w as  G eorge T horpe , 
an d  he died a few  y e a rs  ago  front the  
effec ts  of th e  g rin n e  a n d  he  now sleeps 
in th e  ce m e te ry  a t  V irg in ia  C ity , w here, 
w ith  m an y  a n o th e r  a rg o n a u t of the  w est, 
he is a w a itin g  th e  la s t ca ll from  G ab rie l's  
tru m p e t.

H e cam e to  M o n tan a  d u rin g  the  gold 
e x c ite m en t w hich  follow ed th e  d isco v ­
e ry  of the  w on d erfu l p la c e rs  o f A lder 
g u lch , bu t he c la im ed  to  h a v e  been on 
th e  Y ellow stone in th e  em ploy  of th e  
H u d so n  Ray co m p an y , as  a h u n te r  a n d  
tr a p p e r  long befo re  M o n tan a  or Id a h o  
h ad  a p lace  on th e  m ap.

Gold d igg ing  w as n o t to  h is  lik ing . H e 
h a d  follow ed th e  o cc u p a tio n  of a  h u n te r  
an d  tra p p e r  all h is  life, a n d  the  n u m b e r 
o f y ea rs  lie h ad  lived  w as p ro b lem atic . 
W h en  he first cam e to  A ld e r gu lch  it  is 
sa id  th a t he  looked old a n d  sea red  a n d  
w hen th e  w r i te r  can  first rem em b e r h in t 
lie looked a s  old a s  b e  did th e  y e a r  b e ­
fo re he  died. S h o rtly  a f te r  he  rea ch ed  
A id er gu lch  he m ade his cam p  on th e  
M adison  v a lley  n e a r  th e  m ou th  of M o­
ra n  c reek  a n d  en g a g ed  in tra p p in g , fish ­
in g  an d  h u n tin g  a s  a  m e a n s  of g a in in g  
a  livelihood. H e did no t re lish  th e  idea 
o f liv ing  alone, so he m arried; a  B a n -  
n ac k  squaw , secu red  a  few  head of pony 
m a res , a  few  h ea d  of c a t t le  an d  b eg an  
ra is in g  c a ttle , h o rse s  a n d  pappooses. H e 
n ev e r  e a red  to  w ork  h a rd  a t  m a n u a l l a ­
bor. w ould r a th e r  h u n t in th e  m o u n ta in s  
o r tr a p  th a n  e a t an d  th is  is a s to ry  to ld  
to  th e  w r ite r  o f th is  n a r r a t iv e  w hile  on 
a  ho rse  h u n tin g  ex ped ition  on th e  u p - [ 
p e r  M adison one n ig h t w hen  we w ere 
ca m p ed  ou t a n d  w hen  it  w a s  too cold ; 
to  s ta y  in bed. I t  is th e  s to ry  of th e  ' 

lo s t p lacer o f M ad ison  co u n ty  a n d  is ’ 
Im p lic itly  believed  in by  a ll of th e  o ld - ! 
tim e rs  o f th a t  sec tion . H e did not w a n t i 
to  te ll it a t  a ll b u t b e in g  p ressed  to 
a  co n sid e rab le  le n g th , he to ld  it. a n d  as  
m  a r  a s  1 can  rem e m b e r it is a s  fo llow s: 

" i t  w as in th e  e a r ly  ’70s,” he said , 
u hen old M adison  Jo h n , a B an n a ck  

buck , who is  a  b ro th e r  to  inv  old w om ­
an . cam e dow n to  th e  r a n c h  from  th e  
L em hi re se rv a tio n , la te  in th e  fall, a n d  
sa id  th a t  one w h ite  m an  h ad  k illed  a n ­
o th e r  in tlie W e st F o rk  c o u n try . T he  ! 
m a n  h ad  been killed w ith  a  p ick  a n d  
th a t  im p lem en t w as  s till s tic k in g  in th e  
sk u ll o f th e  m u rd e red  m an . The I Kid y , 
h ad  been d rag g e d  to a  w ash o u t, a n d  a j 
b>t o f rocks  h ad  been piled upon  it. J o h n  J 
a lso  sa id  th a t  a  d u g o u t h ad  been b u il t ! 
n e a r-b y , a  p ro sp ec t hole o r  tw o  su n k , ; 
a n d  th a t  a  dam  h ad  been b u il t lu s t  be- i 
low th e  s p r in g  w hich  g u sh e d  from  th e  j 
h ills id e  close by  th e  cab in , and  th a t  ' 
th e re  w as ev e ry  in d ica tio n  th a t  a  lo t of 
g ra v e l h ad  been la te ly  w ash ed  ou t. b u t ; 
f i a t  he could no t find th e  p lace from  i 
w h ere  th e  d ’r t  h ad  been ta k en , b u t a tr a i l  I 
led off in to  th e  tim b e r  w hich , if fol- ' 
low ed, w ould  p ro b ab ly  show  from  w h ere  * 1 
th e  d ir t  h a d  com e. H e h ad  w ith  h im  
a nugget w o rth  p ro b ab ly  $13, w hich  he 
iiad p icked up on a  ta b le  in the  d u g o u t.
1 asked  h im  how  long  th e  m an  h ad  
been  dead  an d  he sa id  n o t to  exceed a  
w eek  as  th e  s te n c h  fro m  th e  corpse w as  
th e  m ean s of i ts  b u r ia l  p la ce  being  d is ­
covered .

"I told Jo h n  to  keen  q u ie t a b o u t h is  
d iscove ry , n o t to  te ll it to  a n y  o th e r  J 
v l i i to  m an  an d  th a t  he  a n d  I w ould  go j 
u p  th e re  to  see if we could  find a n y -  ' 
th in g  w o rth  c a r ry in g  aw ay . H e a g re ed  j 
to  do so, a n d  a  d ay  o r  tw o  a f te rw a rd s  , 
w e s ta r te d  o u t to g e th e r  fo r th e  p lace  
w h e re  a  c rim e  had  p ro b ab ly  been  com - 
m u l 'd .  A t a  p lace  on  th e  u p p e r M ad i-

w ith  e a ch  d a y ’s d e v e lo p m e n t, th e y  re ­
solved to  w in te r  th e re , b u ild  a  b ig  re s e r ­
voir so a s  to  c a tc h  th e  snow  w a te r  in

fir tree , an d , ta k in g  ofT th e  b e lt In w hich  
I  c a rrie d  th e  m oney, I  p laced  i t  In a  
c le ft in  th e  ro o ts  o f th e  tre e , an d , u s in g  
It a s  a  pillow , I  fe ll asleep .

“  ’H ow  long  I  s lep t I do n o t know , b u t 
w hen  1 opened  m y eyes  X saw  Jo e  s ta n d ­
in g  a t  m y fee t. H e  w as  b a re h e a d e J ,
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son, w hich  is now  ca lled  “H id e ” creek .
I h ad  a  cab in , a n d  we c a m p ed  th e re  th e  
firs t n ig h t. W e did n o t s t a r t  v e ry  ea rly  
th e  n ex t m o rn in g  on o u r  jo u rn e y  a s  a  
b an d  of elk  w ere g ra z in g  w ith in  s ig h t 
of th e  ca b in  w h en  w e aw o k e , a n d  we 
w en t a f te r  th e m  a n d  k illed  tw o  of them . 
I t  took  som e li t t le  tim e  to  ta k e  ca re  
o f  th e  m e a t so th e  su n  w as  p r e t ty  well 
up  w hen  we fina lly  go t s ta r te d .  W e 
c ro ssed  C ottonw ood  c re ek  n e a r  th e  
B ea v e r d am  a n d  h a d  gone tw o  m iles 
th ro u g h  th e  h ea v y  tim b e r  to w a rd s  E lk  
r iv e r  w h en  I th o u g h t I h e a rd  a  m an  
lau g h . I re ined  up  a n d  a sk e d  J o h n  if he 
h ea rd  a n y th in g  a n d  he rep lied  th a t  he 
h e a rd  on ly  a  s q u irre l c h a tte r in g . H a rd ­
ly  h a d  we gone a  h u n d re d  y a rd s  f u r ­
th e r  u n ti l  we h e a rd  it a g a in  a n d  it w as 
so w ierd  an d  u n n a tu r a l  th a t  it  fa ir ly  
m ade o u r flesh creep . A t th a t  tim e  we 
w ere  in a  li ttle  open p a rk  a n d  before 
w e h ad  tim e  to  th in k  a  second  tim e  a 
m an  w ith  ta n g le d  h a i r  a n d  u n k e m p t 
bea rd , w ith  h is  c lo th in g  h a n g in g  in t a t ­
te re d  ra g s  a ro u n d  h im  a p p e a re d  a t  th e  
f a r th e r  end of th e  open ing , look ing  b a c k ­
w ard  a s  if he w as h u n te d . S eeing  u s  he 
tu rn e d  a n d  fled in te rro r , la u g h in g  h y ­
s te r ic a l ly  a ll th e  w hile .

"O ld Jo h n  took  dow n h is  la r ia t  rope 
a n d  s ta r te d  a f te r  h im . I  fo llow ed as 
b e s t I  could, b u t, a s  I  h a d  th e  pack  
ho rses  to  lead, m y  p ro g re s s  w as  m uch 
slow er. P re s e n tly  I h e a rd  J o h n  c a ll­
ing  fo r me to  com e qu ick , th a t  he h ad  
c a u g h t th e  w ild  m an . I h u r r ie d  fo rw a rd  
a n d  fo u n d  th a t  J o h n  h a l la ssooed  th e  
m a n  a n d  ev e ry  tim e  he  w ould  m a k e  a  
m ove to  escape , J o h n  w ould  s e t  sp u rs  
to  h is  h o rse  a n d  d r a g  th e  poor fellow  
a lo n g  th e  g ro u n d  fo r a  w ay s. I g o t off 
m y  h o rse  an d , w h ile  J o h n  held  th e  rope 
good a n d  tig h t. I  tied  th e  c a p tiv e  h an d  j 
a n d  foot. T hen  w e tr ie d  to  ta lk  to  J 
him . H e  w ould  n o t a n s w e r  u s a n d  ap -  j 
p a re n tly  d id  n o t see u s  b u t in  a  b roken  
ja rg o n  of c a y u se  F re n c h  a n d  p igeon  E n ­
g lish  he  ra v e d  of ‘go ld ,’ a n d  ’J o e ’ a n d  j 
’L ou ise .’ I soon saw  th a t  th e  poor fe l- j 
low  w as  s ta rk , m a d  a n d  reso lv ed  th a t  i 
we w ould  ta k e  h im  to V irg in ia  C ity , te ll | 
a  s to ry  o f find ing  h im  in th e  h ills  w hile  ; 
h u n tin g  a n d  r e tu r n  a s  soon a s  possib le  j 
to  th e  d ig g in g s  t h a t  w e h a d  s ta r te d  to  j 
find. W e h ad  been ta k in g  a n 'e x t r a  ; 
p ac k  ho rse  a lo n g  to  p a c k  a w a y  a n y th in g  j 
we m ig h t find o f v a lu e  in  th e  d u g o u t an d  ' 
w e loaded  th e  c ra z y  m a n  on h is  back  ! 
and , ta k in g  th e  b ac k  tra c k , w e s ta r te d  i 
fo r  V irg in ia  C ity .

“W hen  w e re a c h e d  C o ttonw ood  c re ek  ; 
on o u r r e tu rn  w e w ere  h u n g ry , a n d  to - 1 
so lved  to  ca m p  a n d  "get so m e th in g  to  j 
e a t an d  th e n  go to  th e  c a b in  on H ide  
creek , w h e re  w e w ould  ca m p  fo r the |

n ig h t. W e tied  the  c ra z y  m an  to  a  tree , 
he a ll th e  tim e ja b b e r in g  in F re n c h  a n d  
o cc as io n a lly  sc ream in g  fo r som e one to  
le t go o f h is  th ro a t. W e d id  no t pay  
m u c h  a t te n t io n  to  h im , b u t le t h im  
ja b b e r  a s  he p leased . I t  d id  n o t ta k e  
long  fo r u s  to  g e t so m e th in g  to  e a t. ,̂'.1 
w e h ad  to  cook w as coffee a n d  bacon, 
a n d  it w as  soon cooked a n d  ea te n . W e 
th e n  reso lved  to  feed th e  c ra z y  m a n , 
a n d  w hen  w e tu rn e d  to  h im  we w ere  s u r ­
p r ised  to  find th a t  he w as u nconscious, 
I he ld  h is  h ea d  a n d  Jo h n  p ou red  som e 
h o t coffee dow n h is  th ro a t. W ith in  a 
few  m in u te s  he cam e to, a n d  to  o u r  s u r ­
p rise  he h ad  th e  lig h t o f  rea so n  In hU  
eyes, th o u g h  v e ry  w eek. H e  sp o k e  to  
me, c a llin g  m e by nam e, a n d  a s k e d  
w h a t b ro u g h t m e in th a t  sec tio n  o f fche> 
w orld .

“ A t firs t I did no t know  th e  m an , b u t 
w hen  he  to ld  m e h is  nam e I recogn ized  
h im  a s  a  m a n  w ith  w hom  I h ad  w orked  
w h en  I w as  w ith  th e  H u d so n  B ay  co m ­
p a n y  on th e  Y ellow stone in  th e  '50's. 
T h a t  w as  th e  firs t tim e I h ad  e v e r  seen  
h im  s ince  1 h a d  le f t th e  em ploy  o f th e  
co m p an y . H is  n am e w as  G ene B igelow  
I a sk e d  h im  how  he  cam e to  be in such  
a  d ep lo rab le  cond ition , a n d  w h a t he w as 
d o ing  in  th e  w oods w hen we h ad  fo u n j  
h im . H e  d id  not w a n t to  te ll h is  s to ry  
a t  a ll, b u t I  fina lly  go t it  ou t o f h im , 
a n d  a s  n e a r  a s  1 can  reco llec t it  w as  a s  
fo llow s:

" E a r ly  in th e  su m m e r of th a t  y ea r, 
he  sa id , he a n d  an  o lde r F re n c h m a n  
n am ed  Jo e  C ouche h ad  gone in to  th e  
W e st F o rk  c o u n try  p ro sp ec tin g . T hey  
s tu m b le d  on to  som e ex ceed in g ly  rich  
p la c e r  g ro u n d  an d  h ad  p u t in th e  s u m ­
m e r w o rk in g  it. T h e re  w as no w a te i 
n e a r  th e  p lace  w here  th e  b ig  p ay  w as  
found , an d  they  packed  th e  d ir t  in  w il­
low  b a s k e ts  on th e ir  b ac k s  fo r  n e a r ly  a  
m ile to  a  sp rin g , n e a r  w hich  th e y  h ad  
b u ilt a  d u g o u t and  m ade a  dam . H ere  
th e  g ra v e l w as  w ashed  in a ro ck e r. T he’ 
p ay  s tr e a k  w as  n e a r  th e  h ea d  o f a  d ry  
gulc-h, a n d  it w as  ta p p e d  by m e a n s  o f 
a  d r if t  w h ich  sk ir te d  th e  r im ro ck . T h e  
re tu rn s  from  th e  g ra v e l w ere  big, an d  
a s  th e  c la im  co n tin u ed  to  g ro w  ric h e r

I th e  g u lch  in  w h ich  th e  c la im  w as  located ,
; a n d  w hen  s p r in g  ca m e  th e y  w ould  m ake  ! 
j  ^ c le a n -u p  th a t  w ould  a s to n ish  the ; 
j  w orld . I t  w as  th e ir  in te n tio n  to  p u t in '

ihe w in te r  in  d r if t in g , a n d  pile th e  ' 
;ravel on th e  d u m p  a n d  w ash  it th ro u g h  j 

j d lu ice boxes in th e  sp rin g , a n d  n o t c a r ry  I 
j f n y  m ore d ir t  on th e ir  backs. So th e y  1 
I k 'en t to  V irg in ia  C ity  a n d  b o u g h t a  big j 
j b ill of goods fro m  O. B. B a rb e r . N ot 
; w ish ing  to  a t t r a c t  too m uch  a t t e n t io n , '  
j th e y  paid  fo r th e ir  g ru b  w ith  g ree n -  j 
I b ac k s, of w h ich  O ouchel h a d  a  good roll, j 
i "T h ey  re tu rn e d  to  th e  d ig g in g s  w ith  I 
I th e i r  g ru b  a n d  w orked  fo r ab o u t six 
j w eeks, by  w hich  tim e  th ey  h ad  ou t 
! ab o u t 20 p o u n d s o f gold  d u s t, w h ich  w as  : 
! cach ed  in the . d ir t  floor in th e  d u g o u t I 

the  pay  s tr e a k  a p p e a re d  to  be g ro w in g  . 
j r ic h e r  ev e ry  d ay  th e y  deve loped  it.
! " ‘T h e n ,’ B igelow  sa id , ‘th e  dev il !
; seem ed  to  g e t in to  m y  h ead . I  w a n te d  | 

a ll o f th e  m oney  m yself. Jo e  h a d  ab o u t 
: $300 in g re e n b a c k s  o f  h is  ow n, a n d  the 
1 dev il k e p t w h isp e rin g  to  m e to  k ill Jo e  
1 ta k e  th e  m oney, o v e r $4,000, an d  go to  

M o n trea l a n d  m a rry  th e  F re n c h  g irl, 
L ou ise , I th o u g h t so m uch  of.

; " ’F o r  a  long  tim e  I  w ould  not lis ten
to th e  dev il,’ he  co n tin u ed , ’b u t one day  

I Jo e  sw ore  a t  m e fo r th in k in g  so m uch  
; o f L ou ise  a n d  n o t w o rk in g  an y  m ore. ; 
j W e w ere  dow n by th e  sp rin g . J o e  iay  ! 
, dow n a n d  d ra n k  w a te r  o u t o f th e  sp r in g  I 

like  a  horse . T hen  th e  dev il w hispered ,
J “ K ill h im  now , q u ic k : th e n  ta k e  the
I m oney  a n d  see L o u ise !” -1 h ad  m y p i 'k  
j in  m y h an d . I d rew  it b ac k  a n d  it cam e 
j dow n on J o e ’s h ead , b u ry in g  its e lf  sc 

th a t  th e  p o in t s tu c k  o u t on  th e  o th e r  
side, a n d  he fell in to  th e  w a te r  dead .

I “ ’T hen  I d ra g g e d  h im  dow n to  a  cu t 
; b an k , ro lled  h im  in, a n d  piled g r e a t  big 
I ro ck s  on him , so th a t  he could  n o t get 

up  a n d  follow  me. I d u g  up  th e  in o n 'v  
w here  we h ad  b u ried  it a n d  s ta r te d  to 
w alk  to  V irg in ia  C ity . B efo re  I h a l  
w a lked  o v e r  five iles a  fog  ca m e up 
a n d  I lo s t m y w ay. 1 w an d e red  round  
a n d  round , b u t cou ld  n o t find m y w ay 
o u t o f th e  tim b e r. Oh, how  h eav y  th a t  
gold  go t! W hen  it b ecam e too d a rk  to  
see, I s a t  dow n a t  th e  ro o ts  o f a  big, dry

a n d  h is  c lo th es  w ere  covered  w ith  blood. 
In  th e  b ac k  o f h is  h ea d  th e  p ick  w as  s ti  1 
s tic k in . H e  po in ted  h is  f inge r a t  m e 
a n d  s a id : “G ene, you m u rd e re r , I  w a n t
m y m oney !” I  th o u g h t he  m ad e  a  m ove 
to g ra b  me, a n d  I  s p ra n g  to  m y fe e t a n d  
fled in  te r ro r .  B efo re  I h ad  gone f a r  it 
seem ed a s  If he r a n  a f t e r  me, an d , g r a b ­
b in g  m e by  th e  th ro a t, he choked  m e 
u n til I  knew  n o th in g , a n d  w h en  I cam e 
to  m y sen ses  a g a in  you a n d  y o u r  In d ia n  
frie n d  w ere  p o u rin g  th e  h o t coffee dow n 
m y  th ro a t.

“ W hen he g o t th ro u g h  h is  s to ry ,” 
G eorge con tin u ed , "h e  w as v e ry  w eak  
an d  I saw  th a t  he  w ould  soon go w here  
he h ad  sen t h is  p a r tn e r . T he ex p o su re  
an d  s ta rv a t io n  w as m ore th a n  he  could 
s tan d . I tr ie d  to  g e t m ore in fo rm a tio n  
o u t of h im  a s  to  th e  loca tion  o f the  cab in  
an d  a d esc rip tio n  o f th e  p lace  w here  he  
had  h idden  th e  gold u n d e r  th e  tre e . H e 
w ould te ll b u t l i t r e ,  on ly  th a t  th e  gold 
w as in a  c le ft in  th e  ro o ts  o f a  big, d ry  
red  fir tre e  w hich  s ta n d s  on th e  ridge  
n e a r  th e  head  of C o ttonw ood  creek . 
W hile he  w as try in g  to  te ll m e how  to 
find th e  m ine from  th e  ca b in  he  g av e  a  
g a sp  a s  if  som e one w as chok ing  h im  
and  died w ith  a  p itio u s  a p p e a l fo r Jo e  to  
le t go o f h is  th ro a t.

"W h en  we rea lized  th a t  th e  m a n  w as 
dead , we w ere in a  q u a n d ry . I f  w e w en t 
to  tow n an d  to ld  ou r s to ry  w e stood  a  
good show  o f b e in g  locked up, fo r th e  
m u rd e r o f th e  m an , fo r  to  te ll th e  
tru th , th e  w ay  we h a d  d rag g e d  h im  
a ro u n d  a f te r  c a p tu r in g  h im  did n o t help 
to  p ro long  h is  life  an y . B esides, once th e  
s to ry  of th e  w ondrous  find m ad e  by th e se  
tw o  il l- fa t ?d F re n c h m e n  becom ing
know n, th e re  w ould  be a  s tam p ed e  a n d  
the  co u n try  w ould  be o v e rru n  w ith  p ro s ­
p ec to rs  in  less th a n  tw e n ty - fo u r  h o u rs  
a f te r  we h ad  to ld  o u r  s to ry . B esides we 
w an te d  th e  firs t shy  a t  th e  r ich es  o u r ­
selves. So a f te r  J o h n  a n d  m e h ad  ta lk ed  
th e  m a tte r  over In In d ia n  fash io n  fo r a  
w hile we reso lved  to  b u ry  th e  m an , keep  
o u r m o u th s  s h u t a n d  c o n tin u e  o u r  sea rch  
fo r th e  m ine.

"T h e re  w as a  b ea v e r d am  Ju s t a  few  
h u n d red  fee t a w a y  from  us a n d  th e  pond 
above it w as n e a r ly  d ry . T he  g ro u n d  w as

so ft a n d  easy  d igg ing  an d  here  we reso lv ­
ed th a t  the  bu ria l w ould be. W e d u g  a  
g ra v e  a  few  feet deep  an d  bu ried  th e  
F re n c h m a n  a lm o st befo re th e  body w as 
cold. A nd th e n  old Jo h n  took  the  axe , 
a n d  g o ing  a  few h u n d red  y a rd s  up th e  
e ie e k  w here a n o th e r  beuver dam  h a d  
been th ro w n  a c ro ss  th e  creek , he cu t i t  
open  a n d  w ith in  h a lf  an  h o u r G ene B ige­
low ’s g ra v e  w as to v e red  o ver w ith  sev ­
e ra l fee t of w ate r.

"W hen  we go t th rough  w ith  o u r fu n e ra l 
It w as too la te  to go to  o u r  cam p  of the  
n ig h t befo re and  we decided  to  s la y  a ll 
n ig h t on C ottonw ood creek . W hen  we 
w oke u p  th e  n ex t m o rn in g  th e re  w as a  
foo t o f snow  on th e  g ro u n d  an d  it w as 
still snow ing . VYe could not h u n t fo r 
th e  cab in  d u rin g  su ch  w ea th e r  an d  we 
deeid d to  go dow n a n d  sea rch  for th e  
m ine la te r  in Die y ea r. W in te r  se t in  
ea r ly  th a t  fall an d  an  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r 
co n tin u in g  the sea rch  did not p re sen t i t s ­
elf. T he  n ex t y ea r  I sh o t m y h an d  a ll 
to  p ieces a n d  did n o th in g  a t  all. F o r  tw o 
y ea rs  a f te rw a rd s  old Jo h n  k e p t a w a y  
from  th e  valley  an d  it w as n e a r ly  fo u r 
y ea rs  from  th e  tim e o f th e  d e a th  o f th e  
F ren ch m en  th a t we s ta r te d  on o u r  sec« 
ond search  for th e  m ine. W e found th e  
cab in  ea sily , bu t, s ta r c h  a s  we m ay , w e 
could find no tra c e  of th e  g ra v e l bed s  
from  w hich  the gold w as ta k en . T im e 
a n d  a g a in  I h av e  sea rch e d  th e  h ills  fo r 
som e c lue  a s  to  the  lo ca tio n  o f th e  m in e  
b u t n eve r u n til la s t  fa ll could I  ev e r g a in  
an y . T hen , w hen h u n tin g  in  a  g u lc h  
w hich looked li ttle  like a  p lace w here  p ay  
g rav e l could be found , I  acciden tally ; 
s tu m b led  on to a n  old pile o f ta ilin g s . 
Som e of th em  w ere piled up  on  tim b e rs  
a n d  in  a  good s ta te  of p re se rv a tio n . 1 
believe th e  lost p la ce r m ine Is in  t h a t  
gu lch , n e a r  th e  sp ilin g  pile, a n d  th a t  th e  
m o u th  o f th e  d r if t  h a s  been covered  up  
by a  slide. You an d  I  w ill go up  th e re  
n e x t su m m e r a n d  if we find I t we w ill 
h a v e  o u r  fo r tu n e s  m ad e .”

T h is  is th e  s to ry  o f th e  lo s t p lacer o f 
M ad ison  coun ty  a s  it h a s  been  to ld  toi 
me. G eorge a n d  I  n ev e r m ade th e  tr ip  
to  look fo r th e  m ine. T h e  n e x t sp r in g  
la g rip p e  becam e th e  fash io n a b le  d isea se  
a n d  G eorge w as one of its  f irs t v ic tim s. 
H e  n ev e r  recovered  fro m  its  ra v a g e s , 
an d , a f t e r  lin g erin g  fo r a  few  y ea rs , h e  
died. H e  w ould n ev e r describe  th e  g u lc h  
to  me, b u t w ould a lw a y s  te ll of g o ing  to  
h u n t  fo r it a s  soon a s  he  w as s tro n g  
enough .

A f te r  he died I h u n te d  fo r th e  m ine oi^ 
sev e ra l occasions, b u t a lw a y s  w ith  th e  
re s u lt  o f d raw in g  a  b lan k . I  had  j u s t  
a b o u t concluded  th a t  th e  s to ry  w as  a  
m y th . N ow  I  th in k  d iffe ren t. A  fevj 
y e a rs  ag o  O. B. B a rb e r  to ld  o f th e  tw o  
F ren c h m e n  com ing  to  h is  s to re  in  V ir­
g in ia  C ity  a n d  bu y in g  a  bill o f goods 
o f h im  a n d  p ay in g  fo r It in  g ree n b ack s . 
H e  added  th a t  th e  tw o  m en h ad  n ev e r  
been  h e a rd  from  since . A few  y e a rs  a g o  
H a r ry  T hom pson  p icked  up  th e  sk u ll o f 
a  w h lte m a n  on  E lk  r iv e r  a n d  i t  h ad  th e  
b ac k  o f it  m ashed  off a s  if it  h a d  been  
done w ith  som e b lu n t In s tru m e n t. M any  
o f th e  res id e n ts  of M adison know  of th e  
o ld  cab in  in  th e  W e st F o rk , an d , ta k in g  
th e se  links in  a  ch a in  of ev idence, it  look 
a s  if th e  s to ry  to ld  by o ld  G eorge th a t  
n ig h t h ad  a  fo u n d a tio n  of fac t.

I n  th e  S m oking  Car.
“ H e re ’s  a  good one ,” sa id  th e  m a n  

fro m  D en v er. " W h a t’s  th e  d iffe rence  be ­
tw ee n  a  p en  a n d  a  p enc il?  G ive I t u p ?  
A  pen h a s  to  be d riven , b u t a  penc il h a s  
to  be lead . S ee?”

“ T he  a u to m tic  bell buoy  b e a ts  ’em  
b o th ,” m u rm u re d  a  q u ie t  l i t t le  c h a p  
w ho  h a d  g o t on a t  C leveland . “I t  r ig h ts  
its e lf .” _____________

G rim  “ M ed ics .”
T he  m ed ica l s tu d e n ts  of S y racu se  

U n iv e rs ity  h av e  a d o p ted  th  fo llow iing  
co llege y ell:

"W ell m a n , s ick  m an , d e a d  m a n —stiff! 
D ig  ’em  u p , c u t ’em  up—w h a t’s th e  d iff?  
H u m o ro u s , tu m o ro u s, blood a n d  g o re! 
S y ra c u se  m edicos, 1904!”

T h e  officiai speed  fo r  au to m o b ile s  in  
B e rlin  h a s  been fixed  a t  n ine  a n d  one« 
h a l fm iles  a n  hour.
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Americad! Beauties
We carry in stock a complete line of 

these celebrated corsets and will guar­
antee them to give satisfaction or 
money refunded.

Call and examine the line whether 
you desire to purchase or not.

Made in all styles and shapes to suit 
every figure.

Kalamazoo Corset Co.
Sole Makers 

J  KALAMAZOO - MICH.

Look for this Trade 

Mark on inside of corset 

and on bcx.

For Sale by
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FC Corsets.

S y m o n s  D r y  G o o d s  C o .
BUTTE, MONTANA

Opening of the Kiowa* 
Comanche Strip.

©
N A u g u st 6, a c o rd in g  to  th e  
p re s id e n t's  re c e n t d e c la ra t io n , 
th e  la n d s  of th e  C om anche, 
K iow a a n d  A pach e  In d ia n s  
in  O k lah o m a w ill be o pen  to  

s e tt le m e n t by w hites. I t  is q u ite  pos ­
sib le , how ever, th a t  th e  op en in g  w ill 
be postponed  or, a t  a n y  ra te , de layed . 
Som e of th e  In d ia n s  w hose la n ü s  i t  is 
p roposed  to  g ive  to  th e  w h ite  m en  
h a v e  e n te re d  a  v igo rous  p ro te s t . T hey  
d ec la re  th e  g o v e rn m en t h a s  v io la te d  
som e o f th e  p rov is ions  o f th e  t r e a ty  
m ade  w ith  th em  n in e  y e a rs  ago. 
I t  is r a th e r  la te  for th e  ab o rig in es  to  
com e in to  co u rt w ith  r. c la im  of th is  n a ­
tu re , b u t th e y  hav e  done so a n d  v ig o r ­
ously  co n tes ted  th e ir  ca u se  in th e  co u rts .

T he la n d  in d isp u te  is a  t r a c t  of m ore 
th a n  2,500,000 ac res. A cco rd ing  to  th e  
t r e a ty ,  each  of th e  3,000 In d ia n s  on  th e  
land  is to  h av e  a  fa rm  of 160 a c re s  s i tu ­
a te d  w h erev er th e  abo rig ine  m a y  choose. 
T he g o v ern m en t is a lso  to  se t a s id e  fo r 
th e  In d ia n s  one o r m ore tra c ts ,  in  all 
480,000 ac res, for g raz in g  pu rposes , etc ., 
th e  re m a in d e r  a b o u t 1,900,000 ac re s , is  to 
be a l lo tte d  am o n g  w h ite  se tt le rs  acco rd s  
ing  to  th e  hom estead  ac t. T he m e th o d  of 
a l lo tm e n t o f th is  re se rv a tio n  a n d  th a t  of 
th e  ad jo in in g  W itc h ita  t r a c t  is u n iq u e  
a n d  u np receden ted . < j

T hese  re se rv a tio n s  a re  s itu a te d  in  th e  
s o u th e rn  p a r t  of O klahom a. T h e ir  p o p u ­
la tio n  m ad e  up  a lm o st e n tire ly  o f  In r  
d ia n s , am o n g  them  being  K iow as, C om - 
anches , A paches and  O addos. O ne o f th e  
K iow a h ea d  chiefs, L one W olf, h a s  been  
in W a sh in g to n  a rg u in g  a g in s t th e  p ro ­
posed o pen ing  of th e  tr ib a l lands. T he 
K io w as a re  d is tin g u ish ed  a m o n g  th e  a b ­
o rig ines  o f th e  te r r i to ry  fo r th e ir  ln te llL  
genee a n d  th e ir  rea d in ess  to  le a rn . A l­
th o u g h  w h en  th e  K iow as w ere  w ild 
“ b la n k e t” In d ia n s  th e y  w ere fierce an d  
s tu b b o rn  figh ters, th e y  a re  to d a y  ra p id ­
ly  tu rn in g  to  th e  w ay  of c iv iliza tion . 
T hey  a re  th e  finest look ing  o f th e  tr ib es , 
a n d  m an y  of .th e ir  w om en a re  q u ite  h a n d ­
som e. T he  K iow as le a rn  fa s te r  th a n  a n y  
o th e r  In d ia n s , an d  th e  w h iskey  d ea le rs , 
g a m b le rs  an d  s h a rk s  w ho h a v e  a c c u m u ­
la ted  fo r tu n e s  a t  th e  exp en se  o f th e  
C herokees a n d  o th e r tr ib e s  o f th e  In d ia n  
T e rr ito ry  a n d  O klahom a h a v e  h a d  litt le  
p ic k in g s  fro m  them . T hey  g o v e rn  th e m ­

se lves  u n d e r  a  form  o f tr ib a l o rg a n isa -  | 
tion. T he p re s e n t g re a t  head  eh ie f is i 
ca lled  A p p eah to n e  a n d  he is one o f th e  I 
m ost re m a rk a b le  In d ia n s  th a t  have  ev e r | 
lived. I

C h ie f A p p eah to n e  is a  polite , po lished  j 
m an . H e  sp e a k s  se v e ra l la n g u a g e s  a n d  ' 
is a  la w y e r  o f a b i lity . A p a r t  fro m  h is  | 
d a rk  com plex ion  th e re  is n o th in g  a ,bout 
th e  head  ch ie f  o f th e  K io w as  to  d is t in ­
g u ish  h im  fro m  a n y  o th e r  c u l tu re d  
A m erican . H e is  s im p ly  a  w ell d ressed , 
m idd le- a g e d  g e n tlem an , w ho  is ab le  to  
conve rse  a t  ea se  w ith  A m erican s  o f a  
l ig h te r  hue, w ith  F re n c h m e n  o r  w ith  
G erm an s. H e  is q u ite  w ea lth y , a n d  h is  
d a u g h te r , k now n  a s  th e  P r in c e ss  M ora, 
h a s  one fine robe, a m o n g  o th e rs , th a t  
is w o rth  $1,000.

A lth o u g h  th e  o th e r  tr ib e s  o f th e  r e s e r ­
v a tio n s  soon to  be th ro w n  open  a re  n o t 
equa l, g e n e ra lly  sp eak in g , in w ea lth , cu l­
tu re  o r  c iv iliz a tio n  to  th e  K iow as, they  
possess m o re  o f th e se  a t t r ib u te s  th a n  is 
g e n e ra lly  know n. A m ong  th e  you n  tnen 
an d  w om en o f th e  tr ib e s  a re  m a n y  g r a d ­
u a te s  o f C arlis le , H a m p to n  a n d  o th e r  
In d ia n  sechools, a n d  th e y  a r e  d o in g  
good w o rk  in  li f t in g  th e ir  m en  a n d  w o­
m en  to  a  h ig h e r  p lane .

T he  co n ten tio n  o f  th o se  In d ia n s  w ho 
oppose th e  o p en in g  o f th e  re s e rv a t io n s  
is th a t  som e o f  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f th e  
t r e a ty  m a d e  n in e  y e a rs  a g o  h a v e  been 
a l te re d  a n d  th e  co m p a c t a m en d ed  w ith ­
o u t b e in g  re s u b m itte d  to  th e  tr ib e s  fo r 
ap p ro v a l. F o r  one  th in g , th e  m e th o d  of 
p ay in g  th e  In d ia n s  fo r th e ir  la n d s  h a s  
been ch a n g ed . T h e  d e fe n d e rs  o f  th e  
ch a n g e s  c o n ten d  th a t  th e y  h'»’— h'” ’"» 
m ade  fo r  th e  b e s t In te re s ts  o f  th e  
In d ia n s  a n d  w ith  a  view  to  th e ir  t u . - e 
p ro sp e rity . I n  a n y  c a se  it  seem s p ro b ­
ab le  t h a t  th e  'tr ib e sm e n  h a v e  s le p t on 
th e ir  r ig h ts  a n d  th a t  th e  m a t te r  h a s  
p assed  th e  p o in t w h e re  In te rfe re n c e  o r  
p e titio n  c a n  a v a il  a n y th in g .

T he  g o v e rn m e n t h a s  re -s u rv e y e d  th e  
la n d  a n d  h a s  m ad e  m o s t o f th e  p r e p a ra ­
tio n s  fo r  th ro w in g  it  open  to  w h ite  s e t ­
tlem e n t. I t  is a lso  c la im ed  by  som e th a t ,  
a lth o u g h  a  n u m b e r  o f th e  In d ia n s  b e ­
lieve t h a t  th e y  h a v e  been  tr e a te d  u n ­
ju s tly , th e  m a jo r ity  a re  n o t in  fa v o r  o f 
ta k in g  a n y  d ra s t ic  s te p s  to  p re v e n t th e  
o p en in g  a n d  w ill q u ie tly  ac q u ie sce  in  
th e  dec is ion  o f th e  g o v e rn m e n t.

W a sh in g to n  a u th o r i t ie s  a re  d e te r ­
m in ed  th a t  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  o p e n ­
in g  o f th is  la n d  to  w h ite  s e tt le m e n t th e re  
s h a ll be no  r u s k  4>f boom ers. A eco rd -

T he  d ra w in g  is to  be co n d u c ted  by  th e  
Ing ly  it h a s  been  d e te rm in ed  to  g ive  o u t 
th e  la n d  by  lo t. A f te r  fu lfillin g  th e  r e ­
q u ire m e n ts  of th e  h o m e stead  law  a s  to  
age , c itiz en sh ip , e tc ., th e  a p p lic a n t fo r 
th e  land  is  to  d ra w  a  n u m b e r. T h e  la n d  
is th e n  to  be a l lo tte d  in  160 a c re  tr a c ts ,  
a c c o rd in g  to  th e  n u m b e rs  d ra w n , a n d  
th o se  w ith  n u m b e rs  t h a t  a re  too h ig h  
w ill no t g e t a n y  lan d .

g o v e rn m en t, a n d  a b so lu te  h o n e s ty  ta 
sa fe g u a rd e d  by  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  
p la n . E x c e p t th a t  i t  c o n ta in s  th e  ele ­
m e n t o f chan ce , th e  new  m e th o d  o f  
se llin g  g o v e rn m e n t la n d  a t  a  n o m in a l 
fig u re  is em in en tly  f a i r  a n d  w ill do  a w a y  

i  w ith  th e  m a n y  u g ly  fe a tu re s  o f  th e  r u s k  
a n d  th e  en d less  li t ig a tio n  th a t  h a s  in ­
v a r ia b ly  fo llow ed it.

Miraculous 
C ure

n

W . J .  DALTON.

DrWilliams 

PinK Pills 

for

Pale People

« I had been troubled With rheu­
matism all my life, even when a  
boy. It attacked me In the lege, 
arme and shoulders. The pain 
in the latter was particularly 
severe. I, of course, took med­
icine for it, but did not obtain 
permanent relief. One day about 
three years ago while reading a 
newspaper, l  aaw an advertise­
ment of Ur. Williame’ Pink Pills 
for Pale People and determtnad 
to give them a trial. I bod taken 
but three boxes of the p 11s when 
the trouble, wblch bad been my 
affliction from childhood, entirely 
disappeared.

-About a year later, I had an­
other attack of rheumatism which 
was brought on by working In a 
damp place. 1 remembered well 
what Ur. Williams' Pink Pills «or 
Pale People had dona for me, so 
I Immediately purchased some. 
Strangely enough Justthr e boxes 
again cured me, and I have been 
entirely free from rheumatism 
ever since. I have1 old a number 
of people about Ur. Wll lams’ 
Pink Pilla for Paie People, and 
thay have taken them with the 
most beneficial results.

W. J. Uai/ton, 
S ecretary  B o ard  o f  Trade, 

Wellsburg, N.Y.

A tall druggist* or direct from Dr. 
Williams Medicine Co.. Schenectady, 
S. Y.. postpaid on receipt of prie#, M 
cents per bos, six boxes $2.90.


