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HOW THE GLARK

Bearing the Dele'gntel to

GAME |

Montana Men Stopped at Lincoln to
See Bryan and Then Make a Record
Breaking Run to Overtake the
Regular Train—Eighty Miles
an Hour Was the Speed of
the Special for the Long-
est Run on Record.

By C. J. Lisle

Of the Inter Mountain Staff.

SPECIAL

the Democratic Convention

f0M KANGAS CITY

and we routed him up out of bed for our
congratulations. It was past midnight,
and all of the street cars, even the spe-
clals that had been held for us, had
long since gone to the barns. We were
delayed in various ways, and barely fin-
ished our business within two hours.

Then the Chase Began.
“When we got back to the depot, a light

The story of the great run of the
&pecial train which brought the Montana
delegates home from the national demo-
cratic convention at Kansas City in 1900
has been referred to in a fugitive way |
through the But in the greater
excitement of a g political campaian |

el

it passed without the mention it deservs
ed as a bit of really great railroading. |

On the afternoon of July 7th, three !
days after the rnomination for president |
had been made, the three cars which
bore the Montana contingent  were
coupled onto the regulor Burlington

leaves the ity by the Kaw
for the northwest, The members had
planned that they should reach their
home on Sunday, where a celebration
awaited them. The convention had sup-
ported their velws in the platform, and
they were in a hilarious mood.
Wanted to See Bryan.

heavy train labored on up into
1 losing time at every mile, the
ition deeided that nothing would
them hut a visit to My,
id ial nominee.

train that

As the
Neb

hour and
and the authorities of the d flatly re-
fused to give even an half hour's stop

for the proposed visit, If the men want-
ed to see Mr. Bryan let them stop over
one train,

Fi Iy, however, permission was given
Phil Daniels, g al agzent of the Bur-
lington at te, who accompanied the’
party, to stop over two hours at Lin-

coln, and then take the three cars as a
special to overtake the regular train
wherever possibie. My, Daniels took full
charge of the matter, telegraphel ahead
and arranged for the special engine and
made out a time schedule for the full
route, or €0 much of it as would be nec-
essary to cover in order to overtake the
regular tr The distance from Lin-
coln to Billings is upwards of a thous-
and miles, and while it was believed it
would not be necessary to run morve than
one, or at most, two divisions, permissi
was secured to make the entire run
a special in case it be found necessary.
Mr. Daniels, however. had full confi-
dence in the ability of the Burlington
engines to make phenomenal run and
he made every preparation for a record

Lreaking race. Perhaps the passengers
were not fully prepared for the ride
they got, at any rate, to Mr. Daniels is

due all the credit for the run from Lin-
coln,

From this point, it will be interesting
to take the description given by one of
the members of the party, and a careful,
nay, almost a fascinated obzserver of the
preparations and of the wild ride which
followed,

“We made our call on the distinguish-
ed Nebraskan whom we had chosen to
ve our s.andard bearver. He was at home,

engine was already backing up to the
train, ready to pull out. But when the
nature of the task was explained to the
engineer, he protested that the engine
was not heavy enough for the task. So
it wasg run back into the stall, and one
of the engines kent for fast passenger
service was substituted. We were more

| than two hours behind; so much, indeced,

that the train dispateher and the train
men one and all declared we should not
overhaul the other train hetween Lincoln
and Rillings, 838 miles away.

“The engine was a, marvel. It was a
biack, somber-looking monster, no gold
leaf, no brass work, nothine but fire and
steel and go. It was of the Burlington's
highest tvpe of machine, their class, six
drivers, built for the marvelous runs like
that of the fast mail in its eagle flight
from Chicago westward. It was driven

by Enginesr Rockfellow, a steady-
handed. cool-ieaded man, a hero of the
throttle, 1 have aiwavs been pleased to
call him. No other Find of man could |
stand the Kind of run we made, and not
lose his nerve. [

“The train diespatceher
Eave us a clear track for the night, save |
for one train that we were to meet. and |
with which we must take ,our chances. |
As to our own safety, we must take our |
own chances. We wers masters of the
road, and our own destini for the night, |

“Slowly at first, then ind fastey,
we steamed out ac Tkali nat that

was kind; ha|

he

lies west of Lincoln, he nizht was inky
a“k, though calm ul pleasant. The
lights of the glittered as we

swung out over the low, rolling hills that
vise to the westward; presently they died
away behind waving groves and nearby
hill crests, and we well on our
way,

The Flight Through the Darkness.

“It did not need
traveling to know

were

|
f
0
i
a
;

much experiencs in
that we were moving
at great speed. Looking out of the win-
dows, the black bulks of nearby groves,
or barns or houses, rushed by like mad |
things. The rail jo'nts sent up a rattling |
roar that made a continuous sound.
Though the night had been quiet as a
grave when we started, an everincreas-
ing gale began to beat around the car
windows; tore with eager fingers at the
fastenings, and flung a rattling hail of
cinders and sand against the sash. The
heavy cars rolled and swaved as they
took the curves, The whistle never
ceased jtg shrill warning, as we sped
through the network of couniry roads.
They were only scconds apart. Per-
chance some belated traveler might be
out on the highway; this black, meteor-
like train, shooting like an arrow through
-the night, might catch him unawares, but
for the monotonous warning. A dense,
impenetrable wall of night shut us off

from all view of what lay along the line;
we could but warn others to take care
of themselves.

“Out across the mile-long spidery
bridge spanning the broad, sandy Platte,
We roared. At Grand Island, where the
Burlington crosses the wilderness of
Union Pacific tracks, there was a clatter
Ing of steel like a thousand boiler fac-
tories in full blast, as we dashed over
the switches at full speed. Flagmen had
been ordered out to keep the track clear,
had they failed we should have known it
but for the one brief second between see-
ing the danger and the crash.

The King of the Road.
“The night was pitch dark and little

chrystals before & summer sun; the
lightening tender switched around be-
hind its master llke a trailing flag.
“But we were making up the time;
keeping count on the number of stations
passed—for we never stopped, and could
not read the names on the station houses
that flew by in an Indistinguishable blur
—the startling speed of eighty miles an
hour was’announced in the cars. We
were making a record run; one of -the
wildest rides in the history of raflroad-
Ing.
} “Eighty miles an hour is an easy thing
' to say; it Is a somewhat dificult thing
‘to experience. It means perfection of
machinery for one thing: one heated
bearing, one journal that does not fit,
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THE SPECIAL ON ITS RECORD BR

E,AKING RACE ACROSS NEBRASKA

could be seen save the ghostly bulk of
the housss and towns as we rushed by.
There would bte a giimpse of green
switch light,, a faint flash from the sta-
tion window, and another town was left
behind in our mad rush. Now and again
there would be a great light flaming out
in front of us, a round. red eve of firs
from an engine standing on a side tragk,
waiting for gur spevial, which was the
King of the road for the night, /=2 &%
Tirelessiy, “endlessly, the sii
gine ate up the miles “to: the 35 :
The sweatingfireman swung his shovel
like a part the great machine: the
fiery heart of the stéel monster ssh B
out on the hot murky air almost continu-
ously, through the open furnace door.
The coal pile melted away like hcar frost

q»- loosening of a pin or bolt, the giving
(\)";vy of the rail, or of a bridge, and all is
‘e ending either in fallure or a fright-
fuul wreck. For the rider, it means that
countless billions of people have lived
and died without seeing such speed, that
we may talk of so lightly., Since the
world . bégan no man had ever ridden at
hat rate of speed, for so great a dis-
aun-e. It means R0 feet a second, more
than twice the speed of the fastcst race
rse; that ever «took the track, more
than five times the speed of the fastest
map who ever ran a mile, and double
the speediest bicyclist who ever follow-
ed a machine-made pace on a board
-track, Ome,may talk glibly of eighty
[ miles an hour as a small achievement;

“let him but ride behind an engine making

that speed, or let him try to bulld a flaw-
less machine that can set that pace
and he will know what it really means.

Eighty Miles an Hour.

“The Burlington road runs through
some of the most beautiful land in Ne;
braska that ever greeted the eye of man.
Level as a floor, it stretches away from
the Platte a matchless Titanic race
course. Across these beautlful, limitless
plains we are speeding, never swerving,
never faltering, following the gleaming
ralls that stretched out into the black
night, and every hour eighty miles more
are gone,

“We should have overtaken the regu-
lar train long before, even though we
were 8o far behind them on the start.
But they had made up their lost time,
and were now running on schedule, We
strolled into Ravenna, the first division
station, just 30 minutes after they left.
8o far, our ride had been a failure in
that we had failed to overtake the fieet-
ing train; but we had broken all rec-
ords for fast running.

A new trouble confronted us at Ra-
venna. There was no new engine there
to carry us onward in our flight; the
coal and water were out of our own ca-
gine, and it was an hour's work to re«
plenish them. Meantime, the train we
sought to overtake was on its way, run-
ning on time, with a fresh engine, and
still an hour and a half ahead, by the
time we again took the road. But there
was not a heated bearing, not a flaw In
the great machine which carried us, and
we were ready once more for the stern
chase,

“Again the drivers took up their space-
devouring stride, which cut down the
miles as one would check them off the
the man with a nencil. The little towns

were farther apart now, and not so
large. There were fewer groves, and
fewer farm houses. The great level

plain had given way to rolling sand hills,
and there were some grades that checked
our speed. But again the speed regis-
tered 80 miles an hour, That told the
tale.”

Daybreak on the Plains.

“The dawn began to lighten up the
east and still no sight of the welcome
twin red lghts of the regular train
ahead of wus. The light strengthened,
and rosy fingers ghot up from behind the
eastern hills, while the wild chase con-
tinued. Reeling off the miles behind us,
the glistening steel ratls, like the web
of a great spider, we raced oter the
cheerless =andy hills, startling the
sleepy herds and bringing curious faces
to the doorways of the sod-houses.

*“We had but two thoughts: To over-
take the regular train, and—80 miles an |
hour! That was always first. It came |
to our minds through the gale at the
window panes, in the roar of the rail's
joints, continuous and uninterrupted by
intervals of silence. A shifting pano-
rama of hills, houses, herds, a confused
jumble of fences and telegraph poles,
and a never-ending brown band of sun-
burnéd grasa land met our view through
the windows—the eye has no time to fix
on details at 80 miles an hour.

“But it all came to an end at last.
hazy black smoke appeared ahead;
was the trail of the train we sought.
Almost before we could realize it we
darted into sight, and at Seneca over-
hauled the quarry, almost as if the train
were standing still. Our engine was un-
coupled, and three cars hitched behind
the others, and the great ride was ended.
And it may be that more than one man
drew a long sigh of relief. Record-
breaking rides are thrilling, but their
cost is high in nerves,

A
it

“The engineers and firemen who made
the record run were regularly detailed
for the service, and expected nothing
more than regular pay for the extra run,
They were surprised and gratifled by
each recelving a handsome check from
Charley Clark as a tribute to their mags-
nificent performance.”

Joaquin’s Chirogre.phy.

66 OAQUIN MILLER, the ‘Poet of
the Slerras,’ thinks no man
live writes a more illegible
hand than he,” spoke up the
reporter. “Upon his visit to New Or-

leans a few weeks ago he told that
his poor chirography had always been
& source of much mortification to him,
and he had trled In vain for years'to
acquire a plainer fashion of writing.
“When news of the excitement incl-
dental to the great gold strikes and dJs-
coveries in Alaska first got to the outer
world, Mr. Miller was dispatched to the
Klondike as the representative of a San
Francisco newspaper. He thought there

was a rich field before him for graphie
descriptive material for storles, and he
was right; but there was also plenty of
hard newspaper work to be done by the
conscientious correspondent. When My,
Miller finally got imto the Klondike he
found a score of newspaper correspond-
ents, representing the great dailles of
the country, already there and ready for
news of gold strikes and great fortunes
being made by men daring enough to
brave the ice and snow and hardships.
Competition between these correspond=
ents was keen from the very first, and
there was any amount of ‘scooping’ and
‘beating’ done away up there in the
Klondike.

“The only way at that time the corre=
spondents had to get out their news was
to send it from Dawson to Seattle by
steamer, and, it it was important enough,
have it wired from FSeattle to its des-
tination. One day Mr. Miller ran across
Alexander MecDonald, since famous as
the ‘King of the Klondike, 'and a three-
times millionaire. McDonald had just
reached Dawson, after having made the
greatest gold strike in the history of the
diggings. He told his story to Mr. Mile
ler, and llkewlse to several other corres
spondents, Then began a scramble to
get the story out to the world. The
steamer was to leave that afternoon for
Seattle. Mr. Miller had taken no type=
writer into the Klondike when he went
there, and he had to write his McDon-
ald story, which was a thrilling recital
of the sufferings and hardships of one
man, with pen and ink,

“It went off all right with the stories
of two or three others, and reached the
manager of the telegraph office at Seat-
tle. The manager was able to make out
the name of the San Francisco paper,
but that was all. Not a line or sentence
could he decipher; neither could any op-
erator in the office. Printers and proof-
readers were summoned, but they could
do no better. Not a man in Seattle could
read Mr. Miller's copy. The telegraph
manager could do nothing but forward
the manuscript by maill to San Frane
cisco. There it arrived two days after
the story of McDonald's strike had been
published to the world. The other
stories got out from Seattle by wire,
and Mr. Miller's paper was badly ‘beat,*
simply because no man in Seattle could
be found to read his handwriting.”
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