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FIRE FIGHTERS OF THE 
STATE WILL MEET IN 
ANNUAL CONVENTION 
AT MISSOULA. ^  *  IT 
WILL BE THE LARGEST 
GATHERING OF THE 
KIND IN MONTANA'S 
HISTORY, j» *  j * *

I
N A convention, which promises to be 

th e  la rgest of its  kind ever held in 
the  s ta te , the  Are laddies of M ontana 
will assem ble a t  Missoula, W ednes­
day, Oct. 2. T he affa ir will be the 

regu la r annual ga thering  of the M ontana 
S ta te  F irem en’s association which will be 
in  session four days, concluding Oct. 5. 
D elegates from  the e ight principal fire 
departm ents  o f the s ta te  will be a tten d ­
ance, in addition  to  m em bers of the city 
Councils of th e  various tiities and  others 
fn terested  In the  m a tte r of fighting fire 
fo r  the protection of lives and property.

The convention will be form ally opened 
by  M ayor Stevens o f Missoula, who will 
tu rn  th e  keys of the  tow n over to h is  
v isitors. All the usual convention busi­
ness, including th e  election of officers to 
serve du ring  the  ensuing year, will be 
tran sac ted  and  the  place of m eeting for 
th e  following year decided upon. In  a d ­
dition there  will be several d isplays of 
various fire fighting apparatus, p rac ti­
cal dem onstrations of the handling  of fire 
and  a  discussion o f all modern appli­
ances an d  methods for the benefit of all.

Since th e  la s t convention, held a t  H el­
ena, there  have been m any im provem ents 
in  the  fire departm ents of the  various 
cities and' tow ns throughout the state. 
In  every instance the  benefits accruing 
to  th e  departm ents  and to  the public 
have been num erous and  in some in ­
s tances m ore so in than  In others. The 
re su lt is th a t some o f the fire depart­
m ents are  fu r th e r advanced than  others 
in the m a tte r of fighting flames, and it is 
these who will, by a  discussion of the 
methods employed by thfem, acquain t 
those not so fa r  advanced, w ith all the 
details of w hat experience has taught.

E ven «those not so fa r  advanced, gen­
erally  speaking, have learned some 
th ings which a re  not known by the more 
up-to -date  departm ents  and w hat theory 
and practice they will have to contribute 
to the convention, will be of in terest and 
value to a ll the o ther delegates.

In  the  m a tte r of appliances and  appa ­
ra tu s , the  convention will have the a d ­
van tage  o f several exhibits of m anufac- 
u tre rs . E xperts  will handle the  devices 
and  will dem onstra te  the ir uses. Thus 
every delegate will, a t  th e  conclusion of 
the  convention, re tu rn  to his respective 
home departm ent, w ith  the  knowledge 
th a t  he  has a ttended  a  school of p rac ti­
cal instruction  and learned m uch th a t 
will be of value to him  and  his subor­
dinates, In  pro tecting  the  lives and  prop­
e rty  of the  citizens of his city  o r town, as 
th e  case m ay be.

W hen th e  convention is brought to  an 
end, w hich will be a f te r  the  nex t m eeting 
place h a s  been dec hied upon, the  dele­
g a tes  will enjoy a n  excursion to H am ­
ilton , there  to be th e  guests of the city  
fo r a  day o r possibly two days. T h a t will

be Oct. 5. A fte r th a t the  delegates will 
re tu rn  to the ir respective hom es to again  
assum e charge of th e ir various du ties 
and  the  convention of 1901 will be a  
th ing  of the  p a s t and  the convention of 
1902 a  th ing  to be looked forw ard to.

There seems to be a  s trong  impression 
th a t the  nex t convention will be held in 
Billings. In  th a t event Chief J. C. Bond, 
of Billings, will be thé  next president of 
the M ontana S ta te  F irem en 's association. 
T hat will be following the  usual cus­
tom, to  have the president of the asso ­
ciation a  resident of the place in which 
the next convention will be held. I t  is 
done a s  a  m a tte r of courtesy  and con­
venience and  for o the r reasons. The 
p resent president of the association is 
Chief E. W. W alling, o f Missoula. He 
will be tin the  chair a t  the coming con­
vention and will not give w ay to his suc­
cessor un til the  ga thering  of next year 
convenes.

In addition to  hav ing  a  president the 
association has e ight vice-presidents, a 
secretary  and a  treasurer. The choice of 
the  secre ta ry  and  tre a su rer is m ade a t  
random , from the delegates in a tte n d ­
ance, bu t the choice of the v ice-presi­
dents is m ade so th a t  each of the cities 
represented has one. There a re  ju s t e ight 
fire departm en ts  from  a s  m any cities 
represented.

T he present secre ta ry  is E. C. Mix, of 
Missoula, and the present tre a su rer is 
GGeorge Lapp, of Butte. The v ice-presi­
dents are : F irst. Chief J . C. Bond, of
Billings; second, ex-Chief J. F . O 'Con­
nell, of Helena: third. Chief P e te r Sanger 
of B utte: fourth . Chief Sam uel F rench, 
of G reat Falls: fifth. Chief R . S. Men- 
trum , of Anaconda: s ix th , J . A. M unger, 
of Bozeman: seventto. C hief J . C. Bepp. 
o f Lewiston, and e ighth, F . Bender, o f 
Livingston. AH will be delegates to  the 
coming convention, as  w ill h e  CMef P. 
W. Nelson, of Livingston, p a s t president 
of the association and  o th e r s

few. NELSON

Irv Art C ircles of Butte.

A
 CURSORY review  of the  a r t  cir­

cles th is  week, before th e  th row ­
ing  open of the  various studios 
now in  course of form ation, re ­

veals a  strong  undercu rren t of decision 
to “do things'* th is  w inter. This th rough 
the  ranks  of the am ateu rs, a s  well go 
w ith  professionals; a r t  circles a t  p resen t 
a re  a  hot bed of enthuisasm .

Few  a re  fam iliar w ith  the  fa c t th » t 
B utte , s itu a ted  am ong th e  wild wogt 
h ills from  which th e  su lphur fum es $ f  
the  m ines h a s  vanished a ll vestige g f  
color, and all th a t  should m ake tow agd 
ti.e beautify ing  of a  m ountainous sectiihf 
such as  this, is vet an  a r t  center. T j 

F rom  M ontana h a s  e n a n rä -  
ed a rtis ts  whose nam es in th e  r e a m s  
of a r t  a re  now of national repute . r £  
sell and  Paxson should be m entioned W  
th is  particu lar. R em ington spent,, jkj 
doubt, m uch of his tim e roam ing  throutflf 
the  basins and  am ong th e  h ills o b ta in ­
ing  m a te ria l for canvasses th a t  ado rn  
m any of the  m ost select public an d  p ri­
va te  collections of th e  country .

Following these there a re  now  präs­
e n t in B u tte  a  few a rtis ts  who h id  fa ir  
to tak e  u p  th e ir  w ork m ost w orth!?, 
though th e  Individually  of th e  a r t is ts  
h as  till now failed to asse rt Itself to  a n y  
m arked degree.

Perhaps the  first of the  a r tis ts  now 
resident here Is Miss Florence E. Cooney, 
of 614 W est P a rk  street. Miss Cooney 
is a  g rad u a te  of the A rt In s titu te  a t 
Chicago, w here she has spen t the  last 
few years  in arduous study  perfecting 
herself in  technique, while a t the  sam e 
tim e g iv ing  m uch a tten tion  to  the  d i­
versified trea tm en t of Incident and scen­
ic effect by  the  old and m odern m asters.

Miss Cooney will open .a p re tty  studio 
a t her hom e on or about the  1st of 
October, where she will d irect her classes 
a fte r th é  accepted mode of the  eastern  
institutes.

Miss Bernice S. Cox, who h as  a  studio 
a t 18 W est B roadw ay, is an o th e r local 

■'artist of considerable promise. A num ­
ber of la rge  pa in tings  on exhibition a t 
the studio  a re  o f no m ean m erit. E s ­
pecially tru e  Is th is  o f several o f the  
landscapes, one of which, som e six  feet 
by  four, shows a  c a ta ra c t  plunging  
through a  rocky defile, w ith  dense woods 
on e ither side. T he con trac t o f the 
darkened fo rest w ith  th e  wfilte sp ray  
of the leaping  w a te r lends to  the  pic­
ture an  effect beau tifu l in the  extrem e.

Miss Cox h as  a  num ber of pupils In 
her classes, m an y  of whom show ra re  
promise. T here  a re  m any  youngsters 
with ages rang ing  from  seven to four­

teen, who are  little  less than  prodigies. 
An exhibition of the ir work was re ­
cently given in one of the windows of 
the Schatzlein P a in t company, where 
they a ttra c ted  much atten tion . Their 
work, considering their ages, is tru ly  
wonderful; if the younger generation is 
any  criterion of w hat the older pupils 
a re  able to produce, Miss Cox is to b'e 
congratu la ted  on her methods.

I t  is in the a r t  of china pain ting  th a t 
M esdames Laughlin, G rieg and C larke

excel. These a r tis ts  have presented 
m any specimens of the ir best work to 
adm iring friends, and a num ber a re  tru ­
ly works of a r t in the highest sense of 
the word. Their instruction, for tho 
most part, has been gleaned in the east.

Several sketch schools are In contem ­
plation by the different a r tis ts  of the 
city, to be thrown open probably on 
o r about the first of the  month. Their 
doings will be chronicled in the column* 
of the In te r M ountain from  time to time.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
*  X
X CLOCK STOPPED AT INSTANT PRESIDENT PASSED AWAY. X 
X — —  X
X “I t  was m erely a  coincidence.” said John S. Moseby, J r., “but ju s t X
X the  sam e I arn going to have a  clockm aker fix th a t clock so it will reg- X
X is te r forever the in s tan t of P residen t M cKinley’s death. X
X "I live in the Broadway, and a Mr. Irby, form erly a mine forem an X
X In B utte, was m y guest last F rid ay  night. W e stayed down town X
X late, reading the bulletins from Buffalo, and a t 11 o'clock I com pared X
X m y w atch w ith the c ity  time and found it exactly  right. X
X “We reached my room a t 11:45 and I then compared my w atch w ith X
X the  clock. T h a t was correct, too. Then we sat ta lk ing  a  long time, X
X and  finally Irby  said: T don’t b lieve th a t clock's right. The clock X
X had stopped, som ething I have never known it to do before, except fo r X
X w ant of winding. £
X “Irb y  reached for the clock, to s ta r t it, bu t I stopped him. ‘I be- X
X lieve th a t clock stopped when P resident McKinley died,’ I  said. I  X
X moved the  tim e piece back carefully  where no inadverten t touch could X
X d istu rb  it. then went to bed and to sleep.’ • £
£  “N ext m orning I found tha t, allowing for the  difference In time, £
£  and for the delay m ade by the doctor to be sure the president w as £
£  really  dead, th a t my clock indicated the in s tan t of President M cKln- X
X ley's demise. X
X “Irby  and I shall both m ake affidavits to the facts, and  these will £
£  be preserved w ith the clock." X
X Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx


