IDEAL OF WANTAGE

SPENDS HIS MONEY FREELY

The People Want to !:rec_t a Statue of
Him—Refuses to Make Friends,
But Is Most Generous- to
the Townsmen.

Wantage, Berks, Nov, 22.—Of the twe
great men assoclated with Wantage,
King Alfred the Great and “King Rich-
ard the Boss,” the latter is easily the
favorite. “King Alfred was born here,”
sald the landlord of the old-fashioned
Bear hotel to a correspondent yesterday,
“put Mr. Croker has spent more money
in Wantage since he came here than we
ever gained by visitors to King Alfred's
birthplace."”

Indeed, Wantage was ignored in the
arrangements recently made to celebrate
the King Alfred millenary, and in the
bitterness of his heart one district coun-
cilor declared the other day at the weeks
1y meeting, amid general manifestations
of approval, “Mr. Croker has been a big-
ger benefactor to this town ‘than ever
King Alfred was, and we would be only

doing right if we took down King Al-

Eaton than Mr. Croker has provided for
his favorite cobs at Moat house. Yet
these stables are now to be all pulled
down and again removed,

Mr. Croker's notions of elegance are
expanding. When he first came. over he
spent a good part of his time In the
stables and delighted to have them
handy, but now he is changing all that.
He still visits them regularly, but in a
lordly way that he must have picked up
from observation of the Duke of Devon-
shire,

In Mr. Croker's kennels are 50 or 60
dogs of cholce breeds—bull terriers and
the king’s favorite toy bull rerriers pre-
dominating. These dogs have two.men
and two boys to attend them, and Mr.
Croker has become so much of a dog
fancier that he intends to lay out a
splendid new kennel some distance from
the house.

Mr. Croker has three lots of stabling
at Letcombe, one where he keeps his fast
trotting horses and his sires, behind the
house; another a fleld away where his
brood mares and foals are housed, and a
third about a mile and a half off on the
Downs, where his yearlings are trained.

Then he has his other horses at Heath
house, Newmarket, under the care of
Enoch Wishard. He has about 30
horses now. The keep of his string,
their entries, thelr traveling expenses,
and his expenditures upon them of al
kinds, cannot be less than $50,000 a year,
and probably is a good deal more.

Then he is developing at a rapid rate
the lJand hunger of the Irishman. He al-
ready owns about 250 acres at Let-
combe, and he Is figuring on the pur-
chase of the Ham estate of about 170
acres more with a beautiful old Queen

Moat House, Wantage.

fred's statue and put ap one of Mr.
Croker there instead.

“Why, there is none of the gentry
around this place who patronize the local
tradesmen as liberally as Mr. Croker.
He gets everything he wants that is ob-
teinable In this town. He even gets his
clothes here, and ‘few do that who can
afford a Liondon tallor.”

This, it must be allowed, represents the
acme of parochial patriotism.

‘Wantage is a clean, quaint, prosperous
little country town. It derives its liveli-
hood mainly from a curlous combination
of the race track and the church. The
former. is represented by the famous
training quarters over on, Letcombe
Downs, and the latter by the most exten-
sive Protestant nunnery in England,
where they have upward of 500 sisters.
Around the nunnery have sprung up
several big boarding schools, where the
sisters teach.

The vicar is all powerful in the town.
The tradesman who does not attend his
devotions regularly is made to feel the
clerical displeasure in no uncertain way.
The environment of the Wantages re-
sults in more church going and more bet-
ting than are to be encountered in any
place of Wantage's size in England.

The inhabitants hereabout take Mr.
Croker as they find him—gruff but open-
handed. To him the enormities of Tam-
many are as though they were perpe-
trated on another planet. They are sur-
prised, In a way, that the “boss,” with
what they belleve to be his ambition to
rule, shows no inclination to Influence
local politics.

Richard Croker evidently intends to
make Moat house, Letcombe, his per-
manent home, He bought it a neglected,
unimportant villa where various trainers
had resided, He has now enlarged and
improved it out of all recognition.

His most recent addition to the struc-
ture of the house is the erection of a
handsome square tower at one end. On
‘the top of this tower there is a huge
water tank which supplies water to the
bath rooms and other parts of the house,
the pressure being strong enough to
make it effective in case of fire.

But this is not the only provision
against fire. When the new power sta-
tion is-completed an electric pump, with
which a practically unlimited supply of
water can be drawn from the lake, will
be avallable.

The heating and cooking are aiso to be
done by electricity, and when the lake is
enlarged the Croker boys are to-have a
flat bottomed electric launch to navi-
gate its waters and coast around its min-
jature artificial islands. The launch is
already ordered and will be afloat when
the “boss’” returns next spring.

The electric station is at the end of
the lake close to the road, and is an im-
posing looking building of red brick
trimmed with white stone. The turbine
worked by the overflow of the lake will
it is estimated, give an electric force
equal to fourteen horsepower. This will
be utilized not only in lighting, heating
and cooking at Moat house, but a'so In
driving a feed mill for the horses’ fodder.

Thére is nothing niggardly in the wa)
Mr. Croker goes about perfecting his
d tic arra and surround-
ing. Since he has been living at Let-
combe he cannot have expended a cent
Jess than $60,000 in wages to laborers
engaged in carrying out alterations and
improvements.

This outlay is entirely apart from the
cost of materials and bullding and the
expenses of his house and his racing
establishment, It is indeed a mere noth-
ing to what has apprenticeship on the
English turf has cost him.

It ia not iong since he had the stables
behind the house, “where his trotting
horses, brood mares and foals are kept,
remodeled and refitted on the very latest
and most expensive plans. The muitl-
millionaire Duke of Westminster has not
& more el t or hand ly appointed
set’ of boxes for his favorite hunters at

Anne mansion on it. He has offered $190
a nacre for this property, or about $32,-
500. But part of the property is under
the control of the charity commission-
ers, and they have raised some technical
difficulty which has delayed the deal.

The price he has offered is a good one
and the persons interested are anxious
to close with it, It is about $20 an acre
more than the market value,

‘When the boss drives abroad he al-
ways sits behind a fast trotting cob, and
when he goes from Wantage to Let-
combe, or vice versa, he is obliged to
slow down in order to pass these cor-
ners safely. Undoubtedly his chief ob-
ject in spending this $32,500 {s that he
may cut this road straight, or nearly
80, and go at full speed from Moat
house to Wantage.

It staggers the simple, provident folk
of these parts to find a man willing to
spend such a sum on such a folly—as
they regard it. Possibly it may make
a difference of eighty seconds in the
run from his mansion to the town.

Close to Letcombe, where the publle
road skirts along his present estate, Mr.

Road Leading to Moat House Gate.

Croker has already rounded the -cor-
ners, presenting the public with slices
of his fields for the convenience of
driving.

At present the Moat house i5.shut up,
the blinds are down and Mr. Croker's
English factotum, Mr, Usher, is on deck.
He is indefatigable in keeping the men
at work, in supervising the stables and
in looking generally after his master's
interests, Owing to the illness of Mr.
Croker's otd henchman, David Nagle,
the responsibilities of Usher are greatly
increased.

Usher's duties are manifold and re-
markable. He does anything from pre-
paring Mr. Croker's bath and buttoning
his boots to mixing the food for the
dogs, superintending the workmen, buy-
ing the eatables and signing the checks.

No one at Wantage or Letcombe has
ever seen Mr., Croker put pen to paper,
or seen any letter or document with his
signature to it.

When at the outset of the 'war there
was a subscription for the soldiers
started at Wantage, Mr. Croker sent
$50. It was announced In the list in
this form:

MR, CROKER, per T. Usher,
' Esq....800,

So it can be imagined that Usher has
a good deal of patronage to dispose of.
Mr. Croker has attached this stolid
young Englishman to his service and
interests as stanchly as his most de-
voted Tammany henchman.

Of America Mr. Croker never talks
to his underlings, Once, indeed, he
did—when_ he went rampaging round
with a copy of the Sunday World in his
hand last year, asking who supplied
the information for the story of his
life at Wantage therein contained. H=
warned everybody around him that if
they said a word to any reporter ahout
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Fine Huck Towels

All linen huckback, of extra
quality: damask borders; excellent
size; value 40c each.
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Strong, useful quality of
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vary hard, durable quality.
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Men's Ties

Bows, four-in-hands. tecks and

puffe, Your choice of a big selecs
tion in 50c and 75c¢ values for

25c each

Part Wool Socks
I0c pair

Heavy weight; good color; capl-
tal quality.

Men'’s Fine Socks
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Fine cashmere socks, In black,
gray and tan; extra qualities; well
made; good fitting.
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Misses’ and

Children’s Fur Sets

Very dainty and pretty warm sets
for the little ones, in imitation
ermine muff and scarf; lined with
satin; best $1.00 value,

95c each
Misses’ Union Suits

The Oneita make, in natural gray
weol; mize 2 to 7. This brand is
well known for the perfection of its
fit and finish. Regular $1.50 gar«

ments for J
95c¢c

Boys’ Winter Caps

Right styles for school and skat-
ing; made in black, blue and Oxford
gray cheviot; sizes 614 to 7. Spe-
cial qualities at

50c, 365¢c and 25¢ ea.

Children’s Fleeced
Underwear

Made In heavy ribbed style, well
finished and trimmed with binding
ribbon; first rate 35c value,
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Children’s Under-
wear

Vests and pants of camels's hair,
in nice soft quality; silk bound
round collar and down front; pearl
buttons; complete line of sizes,
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Ladies’ Cold Proof
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Celebrated Wright's underwear,
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Infants’ Knit
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Made from finest imported Sax-
ony wool; in plain white and In

combinations of white and pink,
white and pale blue; crocheted
edge, Prices, each from $2.00,
$1.00, iS¢ to ’

50c¢c

Lhoelyuvie

Infants’ Silk Hoods

A very pretty and varied selec-
tion at, each, down from $5,00, $1.00,

%5e, 50¢ and
256¢

Infants’ Bootees

Fine woolen boptees of fine Sax- |
ony yarn; colors white, pink and
blue; also combinations of these
colors, Pair, 40c¢, 35c, 25c and

15¢c
Children’s Hose

Fine black cashmere stockings;
fast color and ribbed; cheap at 35c
pair,

25c pair

Ladies’ Silk Mittens
at $1.00 pair

Stylish, good, comfortable. These
mittens are fancy embroidered and
ribboned backs, and cheap at §1,50
pair,

Special price $1.00
Artistic Ribbons

Entirely new idea in new fancy
ribbons, red, blue, white and pink
colorings, in latest designs,

85c¢, 75c and 50c yd.
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him or his concerns, Instant dismissal
would be the penalty. The result is
that any stranger who approaches to
look at Moat house is regarded with
profound suspicion, and notices are up
all around the place containirg the
warning:
»

TRESPASSERS WILL BE

PROSECUTED.

e

The local people respect Mr, Croker's
jdiosyncrasies and pocket his dollars.

In fact, except when business neces=
sitates it, they never see anything b
him. He spends very little iime at
Moat house to enjoy the comforts
has provided there. He usually. by
not always, goes down from Saturd
to Monday, and occasionally spends
night there during the week when he
wants to see one of his horses tcied, &

Curious Mosquito.

In religious life there are some kindw
of moral mosquitos that are peculiarly
poisonous. One of them is the genus
Religio indifferences, which, being inter;
preted, is religious indifference, T
species is always buzzing around-every
church; and, when once it gets its pois-
onous bill into & church member, and
thoroughly inoculates him, there:is [lite
tle hope of his recovery. -

It has done far more damage:to the
church than persecution, slaughter, or

violent opposition.

Then there is the virulent variety

wnown as the Religio pique, or, in com-
non language, huffiness und pigue.
Some people are particularly sensitivg

I hécomes their motto. They are great at

to the bites of this pernicious insect.
Itaw portions ol their emotional anat-
omy are constantly exposed, on which
{hese mogquitos love to settle and nto
whizh they insert their poison, Such
persons’ feelings are constantly heing
pnrt. They are always being slighted
r neglected or ill-treated, in their own
ymagination, and they take it out in do-
ing ncthing but nurse their noison-in-
fectcd wounds, and become sickly wenk-
lings in the church family.

Another variety is the Religio critica.
Thi3 spoecies introduces a poison which
makes chronic fault-finders and small-
| spould critics. ‘Whatever Is, is wrong,”

tearing down, but very poor at building
up.; On the whole, the disease makes
them .about the most worthless Chris-
tigns in existence.—Christian Endeavor
World.

1€ dwells beneath & Circe's baleful
glance,
looks out calmly from Madonna
eyes,
A gift apart, to thrill, inspirt, entrance,
A wondrous spirit, clothed in different
guise.

Or

Ii% presence or in man or woman found
Means power to win us, though we
know not why;
A tone, a smile, a thing that holds us
| bound,
A spell to drag us down or lift us high,
—A. R. Morgan Dahlgren In Smart Set.

The Monk—Five baby elks have becen
born here within the last four weeks.

The Cockatoo—By George! we'll organ-
jze a lodge.—Smart Set. =2
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SUTTON'S FAMILY THEATRE

One Nigit Only
Open SUNDAY Matinee and Night

November 24

The Comedy Event

9

SUTTON'S NEW THEATRE

Three Nights, with Saturday Matinee,
Commencing Thursday, November 21, the
Most Successful American Comedy Ever
Written. The Play That Made Charles
Hoyt Famous.

Hoyt’s Masterplece,

“A TEXAS STEER”
Direct from the Madison Square Theu-
ter, New York.

Sunday and Monday, Nov. 24 and 35
Broadhurst & Currie Introduce The Two
Ewperors of Germany.

/MASON\ /2uo0tsy)

MASON

The Laughiest Ever—Everything Up-
Up-Date.
New Original Music, Songs, Dances,

Maguire’s Grand Opera House

John Maguire, Manager.

Two Nights and Sunday Matinee, nome
mencing

Sunday, Nov. 24

The Sensation of the Old and New World

Sappho

Presented by Garrick Company and by
Permission of Olga Nethersole.
Matinee Prices, 25¢ and 50c. Evening,
25¢, 3¢, Toc and $1.00.

NEW MUSIC SCHOOL

Singing and Violin
PROF. OTTO A. OLSON,

Graduate of the great conservatory of
Dresden, and an experienced teacher, has
opened a musle echool at

NO. 17 & WASHINGTON STREET
Office hours 10 fo 12 and 4 to &
Vocai Les™s, two a week, A
one month ...... S pyhaean ’ls
Violin Lesson. two a week,
one month .. RS

Agent: XKranich & Bach and othar
Syst-ciess pisnos




