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The statement of a Boston paper to
the effect that at the M. O. P. smelter
fire in April the Butte & Boston fire
brigade did not exert its utmost efforts
to confine and extinguish “he flames,
does a three-fold injustice and injury.

y First, that statement is an insult o
the character of the miners and smelter-
men who are members of the Butte &
Boston fire brigade. Such men have a
gense of duty and professional honor as
creditable to them as are those of the
richest men in the land. They wer2
figshting that fire in good faith. They
avere fighting under instructions of Su-
perintendent John Gillie because it Was
their duty to do so. They were tighting
it to save the employment of 700 or 890
of their brethren in the ranks of toil,
who would be thrown idle if the smeltes
were They were fighting it
in a neighborly spirit of mutual protec-
tion. They displayed no apathy and
would have displayed none had they been
ordered to do so. They were loyal men
and true, and any insinuation against
Yhem is an insult to the cause of labor

destroyed.

and an outrage upon every member of
the brigade.
The Boston paper story does infinite

harm to the business interests of Butte,
for it ailleges a condition here in which
no investment of Eastern money would
be safe. The business men of Butie are
anxious (0 have other companies organ-

jzed to develop mining property here.
They would welcome new capital and
new enoergy in ler that the pay-roll

might be increased, the population kept
busy and the metal output enlarged. Yot
if such bitterness exists between mining
companies, the Boston blackmailers
Lutte would be in a condition
littie better than one of civil war., Every
man knows the facts,of th=
M. O, P, fire, and indignantly resents
the story that it was not extinguished
at the earliest possible mioment by the
equally zealous work of the DButte &
Boston and M. O. P. fire brigades.

+ Even the state at large suffers from
this Boston libel. The companies known
generally as the Amalgamated distribuia
yearly among the people of Montana
more than nine-tenths of their total out-
put. They employ, under normal condi-
tions, from 10,000 to 15,000 men, and pav
out for wages alone $15,000,000 per year
in this state. These companies, working

as

assert,

business

over three-fourths of the miners em-
ploy in Butte, are doing business in
nearly every county in the state. They

chiefly help to make Butte a market for
all the surplus agricultural products of
the state. Other companies are also doing
eplendid work in the upbuilding of Mon-
tana. Yet there are men in this state
who, because the Amalgamated refuses
to be bled at every turn, would drive be-
Yyond the borders of the state every dollar
ft has invested in Montana and throw
out of employment every man on Its pay-
roll. Should the plotters ever succeed, 1t
mould be a sorry day for Montana until
mew capital might be brought to replace
that driven out. In the meantime, the
state would mnot be very prosperous.
The people do not forget the depression
which resulted when the great Alice,
Lexington, Moulton and Silver Bow
silver mines closed. To close our copper
plants, or a majority of them, would be
#till worse, The capitalists could stand
the loss, but the farmers and working-
men could not,

democratic papers of Montana
display strong symptoms of a desire to
¢limb into the republican band-wagon,
The president’s message has left the
western democracy not a peg to hang a
hope upon. The most rabid democratic
papers are the first to commence swing-
ing into line. They no longer argue for
free They no longer deny repub-
Rlican prosperity. They no longer Je-
mand the relinquishment of the Philip-
pines. They would like to indorse every
suggestion the president made in his
message. His views on the Chinese,
Irrigation, a Pacific cable, labor legisla-
tion, trust regulation and civil service
are all in line with western interests,
The workingmen applaud his every
utterance. They are joining the repub-
lican party by the thousand. They will
make Montana republican in 1904, The
Anaconda Standard alone is clinging to

Bryan and anti-imperialism,
—

? The

wool,

The lowly catfish is to be transplanted
from his home in the muddy waters of
the Missouri river to France, where the
Seine will be stocked. When Frenchmen
hook a lusty specimen of this long-
horned fish, the egkill of the expert
duelist will be called into play. The
sharp thrust of a catfish is more savage
than the sword wound received in the
gashionable French duel.

As Dbelween the Panama and Nica-
gaguan canal routes the commission has
been generally commended for deciding
i favor of ihe last ditche

THE CASH BASIS.

Saturday will be a big day at the Mon-
tana state house. On that day the last
item of general fund warrants will hoe

wiped out. The amount is $270.000.
There will be a number of other state
warrants redeemed at the same time,

and the cash of the state will take the
place of credit in transactions which
take money from ‘the general fund.
Ilvery other fund of the state is in good
condition, and it is a matter of congrat-
ulation that a cash basis has at last been
reached in a portion of the state's affairs.
Happily Montana has never been debt-
ridden or lacking in credit. Judicious
economy in state affairs has been the
rule, ’
On the face of the tax
various sections of the state it
that residents of Montana have
their annual assessments with
than eordinary promptness. There will;
not be a long dellnquent ligt in any
county, and every evidence is at hand to
prove that the burden of state support
is not heavy. As a factor In the state's
development, this condition is of im-
mense value. A high rate of taxation,
a state or county heavily in debt or with
poor credit, are the signs at which men
with money to invest take alarm. The
state of Montana is fortunate in having
s0 conducted its affairs ‘that it stands
near the head of the Itst in whatever
pertains to stability in money matters,
When the rate of taxation in sections
of the state where the assessment is a
shade too heavy is scaled down thers
will be further cause for rejoicing. It is
up to county commissioners to see to it
that economy is made the rule
penditures of public funds.
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In urging the matter of the Hay-
Pauncefote treaty to a vote early next
week, the present congress is breaking

for rapid transaction of busl-
Usually the period immediately
following the opening day is given over
to easy methods of kiling time and
waiting for the Christmas holiday:,

records

ness.

For once the sedate oid Congressional
Record has scooped the yellow journais
out of their boots. In the’brief sketch
of Senator Depew's life, printed in the
first jssue of the publication, is the
startling announcement: *‘Marcied in
December, 1901, to Miss May Palmer.”

Ben Kilpatrick was sentenced yes[erj-
day at St. Louis for forgery, and today
the court landed Miss Bullion in the
soup. The episode is proof that the pen
is mightier than several things, but
must give \\'u.\' before the superior
ability of the Pinkerton detective.

That Is a very smooth scheme just ar-
ranged to capture the next legislature
and gain control of the sunreme court by
elocting a slate ticket next fall, but the
! people of Montana know more than they
did last year about reform, and the state
will either go straight republican or
straight democratic. The fusionists will
appear only to disappear.

What is now the w hne houw ‘will soon
be used exclusively as the president's
private residence. A bill has been in-
troduced by Senator Loage for the con-
struction of a building which the presi-
dent will use as an office residence. This
plan seems much better than tearing
down or remodeling the historic white
house, i

i
The number of “Christmas presents
which will be sent to Prince Henry of
Holland by admiring subjects on the

| 25th instant can be held in a very smuﬂl

sock.

l The loss on seconi-class mail mattur
is equal to the amount ¢x»ended to rin

the legislative, judicial and executive de-

partments of the government,

In the Bonine case today it is up to the
jury to tell what Mrs. Bonine was up to
on the night when young Mr. Ayers met
his death.

Since the president's
lished the coun'try has begun to realize

message was ‘I\\lb-

Unfortunately, Ben Kilpatrick, the
tractable and industriofis train robber,
has been sentenced to work out a term
of years in the Missouri penitentiary
instead of in Montana, He would make
an ideal hand on the big ranch of the
Deer Lodge prison.

At last Bryan's Commoner has
violent hands upon the president’'s mes-
sage. The hindsight of the Nebraska
editor still keeps several laps ahead of
his foresight, enabling him to tell just
how a thing should be done two weeks
after it is over.

laid

The St. Louis exposition is not well ad-
ver-'sed. T'ew know that it is ambitious
to be known as the greatest show eyer
held on earth. There are many evidencas
of coming frost in the advertising which
has given scant publicity to the greatest
features of the fair.

.One of the most important matters to
come before the present congress is the
Philippine tariff. It is to be voted on
next week. This record for the new con-
gress affords a base upon which to raise
great expectations,

Patriotic citizens of Holland feel that
Christinas in the land of windmills would
be more cheerful if the populace was
allowed to celebrate a funeral in high
lite, with Prince Henry as candidate for
obituary honors.

The verdict of the Schley court of in-
quiry is said to be ready for delivery and
may be submitted this week, Secretary
Long will confer a favor by requesting
the inquiry board to keep the verdict un-
der 20,000 words.

_—

And now the relations between Chile
and Argentine Republic are strained.
The South American countries have got
the imbroglio bus

88 down so fine that
further straining seems unnecessary.

President Roosevelt has said that he

how great a man Theodore Roosevelt
really is,

The annual e‘(hibitil?\n'e‘.wury sur-
plus by Secretary Gage is an exposition
feature which seems to be greatly appre-
ciated.

Late news from the captors of Miss
Stone is to the effect that no holiday dis-
count from the regular price will be
given,

When Christmas presents are delayed
in transit this year it will be easy to
blame it on the car famine.

Next Thursday the senate will adjourn
for a three weeks' vacation, i

PERSONAZL

Miss H. C. Cutler, €
hall, arrived in Butte last evening. Miss
Cutler is visiting friends here.

S. W. Zenner and John Conley are over
from Anaconda today. These gentlemen
are often visitors in Montana's metrop-
olis,

A. C. Cole and wife, whose home is in
Dillon, are in the city. Mr. and Mrs.
Cole are here to make purchases for the
holidays,

J. C. Emerson, a resident of Great
Falls, is spending the day here. Mr.
Emerson is attending to some business
affairs in Butte,

M. D. Leehey, a well known Seattle
attorney, arrived in the city last night.
Mr. Leehey formerly practised his pro-
fession in Butte.

Joseph M. Dixon, a Missoula resident,
is among the outsiders in the city today.
Mr. Dixon has business which frequently
calls him to Butte,

Mrs. €. Wallap, whose home is at Big
Horn, is registered at the Thornton.
Mrs. Wallap is making calls on her Butte
acquaintances today.

W. H. Gebo, under sheriff of Carbon
county, is here from Red Lodge. Mr,
Gebo is on his way to Warm Springs
with an insane patient.

S. Hodgson and wife, who live in Bil-
lings, arrived in Butte on the Northern
Pacific yesterday. Mr. Hodgson says
there have been a number of new build-
ings erected in his city thls year,

DANGEROUS FOG.

Some Damage Done to Shipping and
Much Delay.
(By Associated Press.)

New York, Dec. 18.—A teavy fog t'h,at
descended on the city in the early morp-
ing caused a declay of traffic all over
the city. Ferries, elevated trains and
surface cars were impeded, and as the
day wore on its effects were even mare
serious. The entire ferry system of 'bo.zh
rivers was upset.

The ferry boat Mauch Chunk, (.omlng
from Communipaw with a large crowd
of passengers, stumbled on a tow. of
brick scows and had her steering gear
disarranged.

She was adrift for 25 minutes until
her rudder ‘was put in shape. In some
instances boats were an hour in making
the passage that usually requires 8 or 10
minutes.

A number of vessels which arrived last
night remained at quarantine, as it was
impossible to make the passage up the
harbor in safety.

WIRES ARE ALL DOWN.

Many English Towns Snowbound 5y
the Great Storm,
(By Associated Press.)

will make a trip to the West next sum-
mer. [f congress continues in session
until June, there is not great likelihood
of the promise being eas kept,
—_—

With larg ces of the Carnegie and
Stanford fortunes at the disposal of lead
ing colleges, it would appear
cause higher education was not in
any immediate danger of want,

——

If Queen Withelmina ever has to selact
another husband she will wait until her
counzelors put their official O, I, upon
the applicant for her hand before bindi-
ing ‘the bargain.

of

McLaurin

Senators and Wellington
have been left out in the cold by the
minority in the senate which recognizes
no open doer to the caucus sessions In
their cases.

The Hulm man whu .u&o npxed suicide
by jumping from a second-story window
wil be out of the hospital in a week.
He found it up-hill work to go the down-
ward road.

The Federation of Labor assembled at
Seranton, Penn., has drawn the color-

line for the good of the order.

-‘ of the
that the

London, Dec. 13.—The storm which has
been prevailing since yesterday - hss
caused a telegraphic breakdown through-
out the united kingdom, unequalled since
1881.

Even this morning the North is prac-
tically cut off from the South and many

who lives in White- |

BUTTE CURRENT NOTES

Orton Bros.--Planos and organs. .

A new boiler has been placed in the
engine room of the Pacific mine.

Beebe Graln company have bargains
in cutters and sleighs. 649 Arizona, *

Daniel Morris has gone to Ireland,
where he will remain for six montas.

. O. 8. of A, ball Christmas, Renlhnw
hall.

November bills were audited yesterday
.by the trustees of the school of min=s,

JFinest line of smokers’ noveltles at
Christie & Leys. &

(. W. Brainard was buried today from
the chapel at Broadway and Arizona
sireets,

AMrs, Con J. Murphy died yesterday at
‘her home, 103 East Center street, Cen-
terville,

Dr. Hanson, surgeon and specialiat, Sil-
ver Bow block. X-ray examinations. *

The ladies of the First Presbyterian
church served hot lunch at the churci
parlors today.

It is because it is so much better, is
why the Harvard cigar has the enormnus
siale of one million a week.

A dance will be given at Hibernian
hall this evening by the Hibernian Liter-
ary and Social - lub.

J. G. Bates, tuner, Montana Music Co.

119 N. Main st, Tel, 504.

A substation of the Western Union
Telegraph company will be established
near the B, A, & P, depot,

M. M. Vivian of the Butte Street Rail-
way company has received word of the
death of his father in Fulton, Mo.

Butte Above and Below Ground;"
a copy, at the P. O. News Stand.

Mrs. Charles Benson, who came here
from Canada in search of her husband,
can find no trace of him.

Ruth G., a 4-year-old daughter of Mr.
and Mrs, R, L. Clinton, 4 West Daly
street, Walkerville, is dead.

$1
.

Bowling, pool, billiards, Thornton
hotel basement. Finest alley and par-
lors, .

Young Jerry Murphy, the boy who
accidentally shot and killed himself re-
c¢éntly, was buried yesterday.

Thursday was the coldest day of the
winter, 20 degrees below zero having
been registered at various points about
Butte.

The Montana Fuel & Light company,
with a capital stock of $10,000, has filed
articles with the county clerk and re-
corder,

We are the agents of the Hall Safe
Ca.; large safes made to order, smailer
sizes carried in stock. Montana quuor
cvmpany.

A graphophone has been placed in the
city jail corridor, as a sort of Christ-
mas present for the unfortunatas there
confined.

Dear Santa Claus, I want to give my
papa a Xmas gift. Please put a box of
Harvard cigars in papa's stocking.
Yours, Agsie. .

The members of Butte Tinners' Union
‘No. 143 will not, after January 1, handle
sany material shipped in that could have
bLeen manufactured -nere.

Butte police will enforce the ordinance
 providing that all horses drawing cutters
through the streets must be provided
with bells, in ord.er to prevent acci-
dents.

“‘Shore Acres” will be presented at
Sutton’s new theater tonight and Sat-
urday evening, with a Saturday matinee.
The play is too well known to need ex-
tended comment.

Anthony Prizgint has filed divorce pa-
pers in the district court against Eloida
Prizgint on the ground that the latter
has deserted him. The Prizgints were
married in California in 1897,

Camp Lawton No. 4, Spanish-American
War Veterans, has elected the follow-
ing officers: R. H. Paxson, commander;
H. A. Green, senior vice commander; A.
D. Sheldon, junior vice commander; T.
I3, Stephens, adjutant; H. C. Rickards,
‘uartermaster; W. B. Knowlton, chap-
@in; P, J. Harrington, officer of the day:
0. F. Grant, officer of the guard; B, H.
‘'ook and C. F. Lloyd, trustees. G.
Nichols, B. E. Calkins, H. A. Green and
A R. Ayres were elected representatives
0 the department encampment to be
hild at Great Falls in June, 1902. The next
lueeting of the camp will be held on the
second Wednesday in January, 1902,

MOUSE EXPOSED SWINDLE.

Woman Who Claimed to Be Blind Saw
It Immediately.

Just why some women stand in mortal
terror of a harmless little mouse, though
ready to face suffering and real danger
with calmness and, fortitude not often

| found in members of the other sex, is a

mystery which is likely to retain all of
its present-day impenetrability. A cer-
tiin oculist in town has given a good
deal of study to this and other unac-
countable ways of women. Not long ago
he had a splendid chance to show how
casily a woman can be thrown from her
poise at sight of the little rodent named.
A young woman wearing colored glasses
and accompanied by her mother called to
consult him, They wanted from him a
certificate of total blindness, frankly de-
¢laring that such a document would se-
cure for the daughter certain aids and

provincial towns are so Snow:
bound that the courts there have be
closed owing to the litigants residing in
the country being unable to reach t
towns,

The gales in the channels are ab
ing.

which has just left the yards of her
builders at Londonderry has been driven
on the rocks off Warren Point.
Applicaticn Is Denied.
(By Associated Press.)
New York, Dec. 12.—Application Po
the discharge of Mrs, Elizabeth How!

B

tion by the grand jury into the circum-
stances of the death of her little daugh-
ter, was denied ip the court of oyer n’&'
terminer in Jersey City todl)

Stock Brokers Assign.
Boston, Dec. —The assignment of
Wainwright Bros. & Co., brokers, was
announced on the floor of the stock ex<

{ change just before noon today. The
H WAI\Q\

firm includes W. P. and J.
wright,

A large Austrian steamer, the Nerifa,

ddvantages not otherwise procurable,
They came to him, they said, because of
his professional prominence.

The oculist examined the girl's eyes

rlosely, but could find no indication of
defect, That might be so and blindness
still exist, however, so tests of the
strongest light were brought iato use,
but the girl declared she was absolutely
unable to distinguish between light and
darkness, Other tests, some of them
Auite painful were also tried, but all
were borne with patience. The doctor
was puzzled. To all appearances the girl
was blind, but he could not find where
the defect lay. However, he was half
disposed to grant the desired certificate

Dale, who is detalned pending investigass| “*hen something in the girl's manner—

a slight relaxation in rigidity of the
facial expression—caused him to try one
more experiment. He dismissed 'the
patient with instructions to call on the
following day, giving him time to pre-
pare his plan.

When the girl arrived at the time ap-
pointed the doctor had her securely
blindfolded with a heavy bandage. Then
he held up a live mouse by the tail about
a foot from her face and.told his asaist-
ant'to remove the bandage. The

exceeds our former efforts..

Articles.

The Largest Drug House.

Christmas
Goods...

Are now open and ready for your inspection. The line far

Beautiful Statuary, Qut Glass,| Toilet
Ceme and See Them. 1 1 1

Newbro Drug Co.

109 North lMain St.

the obstruction was removed the girl
screamed with fright at the wriggling
rodent and sprang to the other side of

pleased with the success of his experi-
ment that he allowed her to go without
police escort.—Chicago Chronicle,

Her Royal Highness, Woman.

Max O'Rell, who is authority on mat-
ters feminine, is telling tales out of
school for the enjoyment of his con-
tinental readers.

In writing his impressions of Amer-
ica, he notes particularly the difference
between the preoccupied gaze of the
men and the gay, smiling faces of the
women of this country.

Again he voices this bit of philoso-
phy:

“Where is

to be
intel-

the new woman
found? Put together 100 women,
ligent and of good society; take out
the beautiful ones; then take out
married ones who are loved by
husbands and children, and kindly seek
the new woman among those who are
left—ugly women, old maids and dis-
appointed and neglected wives. Women,
priests and poultry never have enough,
but in wishing to extend her empire
woman will destroy it."”

Quicksilver in Texas.

Texas has already taken her place
among the states as a prominent pro-
ducer of fuel oil,
fornia's output of the product in par-
ticular. Important developments last
vear in her quicksilver mines, in the
Terlingua district, show that the de-
posits of cinnabar are much more exten-
sive than was at first belleved. It is
probable that Texas will therefore be-

output of quicksilver. Recent prospect-
ing shows that the mineralized area Is
about eight miles loag, lying in an east
and west direction. The production of
quicksilver in California is larg: encugh
to supply almost the entire home mar-
ket,

A Sufficient Reason.

An officer in one of the English vol-
unteer regiments who had made himself
exceedingly unpopular with the men,
was coming home one evening when he
slipped and fell into deep water. He
was rescued with great difficulty by a
private in his own regiment.

The officer was profuse In his expres-
sions of gratitude and asked his pre-
server how he could reward him.

“The best way,” said the soldier, “Is
to say nothing about it."”

“But why?" asked the officer in
amazement,

“Because,” was the blunt reply, “if

the other fellows knew
out they'd chuck me in.'
panion,

I'd pulled you
'—Youth's Com-

[ o S MR
Sam’s Final Advice.

Sam Jones, in one of his sermons, took
women to task for spending more time
ink prinking than praying. “If there's
a woman here,” he screamed finally,
“who prays more than she prinks, let
her stand up.”

One poor old faded specimen of fem-
ininity, in the sorriest, shabbiest of
clothes, arose.

“You spend more time praying than

prinking?'* asked the preacher, taking
her all in,
The poor old creaure said she did—

prayed all the time, prinked not at all.

“‘You go straight home,” admonished
Jones, “and put a little time in on prink-
ing.”’—Exchange,

Montana
Undertaking Co.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
EXPERT EMBALMERS

The elegant modern equippages of

the Windsor
corteges.

THOS. LAVELL, President
THOE€. SULLIVAN, Manager

Fancy

n“e Pipes

Meerschaum
French Brier
Finest

twest In Boxes

P. C. Gillis
& Co.
Nain Street, Owsley Block

Next to the Corner of Park

stables for funeral

the |
their |

supplementing Cali- |
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the room, completely thrown off her |
guard and exposed as a would-be
swindler. The doctor was so much
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come second only to California in her |
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: Fashion’s
Newest
Fads

Fobs

They have many different
charms. The especlal fancy now
is

Old Rose Gold
plated, with initial charm,

For Ladies

New
Pendants

With chains for neck. These
are absolutely the newest.

Qur Price
Is Profitiess

Because we opened too late to
hope for anything but to get
our money back to pay for our
goods which we should have been
selling in November.

Ed. Mayer

JEWELER, OPTICIAN

65 W. Park St., Two Doors East
of Postoffice.

******************************************************
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For Christmas

There is nothing so appropriate
for a present as cut glass, We have
just unpacked a large shipment di-
rect from the Libbey factory, which
contains new shapes and cuttings,
excelling anything ever before pro-
duced.

We are agents for Libbey’'s Els-
mere and Sultana cuttings, which
are t.wo of their prettiest designs.

Window
Bxsplay

This week contains some of the
finest pieces Libbey makes.

The Mammoth
Cut Glass Lamp

Was manufactured for us, and is
the finest and largest piece of cut
glass ever in this country. We have
Punch howls from ..50 to.......
Berry bowls from $6 to....

Vases from $3.00 to........

Plates from $3.50 to..
Wine gets from $20 to..
Whisky sets from $20 to...
Claret sets from $35 to.......
And a great many small pieces.

Don't fail to see this display be-
fore the choice pieces are gone.

DAVIS& WEIMESCARY C0
20 N. Maia §}., Butte,

Burest Bign, !on‘x-no'!

Eisie--How old is Miss Olcott, any:
way. ’
Edith—Heaven only knows. But }

know she hms begun to subtract.




