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N
E W  T E A R S  n ig h t th e  new  B u tte  

P re s s  c lub  w ill c e leb ra te  i ts  a n 
n u a l "b lo w o u t.” In  th e  sp ick  an d  
sp a n  new  room s o f th e  R ocky  

M o un ta in  club  th e  m em bers  of th e  
n ew sp ap e r c r a f t  w ill g a th e r  to  e n 
joy  a  b a n q u e t a n d  m ing le  to g e th e r  
In a  socia l w ay . T he  p a s t y e a r  will be 
rev iew ed  a n d  th e  p roceed ings g iven  a  
tin g e  of ho liday  g a ie ty  by  c o n g ra tu la 
tio n s  upon th e  ou tlook  In th e  new s
p a p e r  Held in w hich  th e  c lu b ’s m em bers  
a re  ac tiv e  'to d a y . A s m an y  a s  h a lf  a  
h u n d re d  n ew sp ap e r m en  w ill a t te n d  th e  
lo lly  g a th e r in g . T h e re  w ill t e  a  few  
g u e s ts  o f  hono r also . An h o n o ra ry  m em 
b e r  w ill be ta k e n  in to  th e  fold an d  a  p ro 
g ra m  o f e n te r ta in in g  m usica l a n d  l i te r 
a r y  se lec tions  w ill be ren d e re d  b y  th e  
m em bers. T a k e n  a l to g e th e r  th e  ev e n in g ’s 
fe s tiv itie s  w ill be In recogn ition  o f th e  
f a c t th a t  a n o th e r  y e a r  h a s  gone on its  
p ro sp ero u s  w ay  o v er th e  h ea d s  o f B u tte 's  
n e w sp a p e r  m en a n d  th e  fu tu re  is ro sy  
w ith  prom ise . T h e re  w ill be  no posted  
arid  ledgered  acco u n t ta k e n  o f th e  y e a r ’s 
do ings. In  th e  m id st o f th e  g a ie ty  o f th e  
n ig h t a  tr ia l  b a lan ce  w ill b e  s tru c k : th e  
m em b ers  w ill ren ew  pledges o f good fe l
low sh ip  in th e  u su a l h a p p y -g o -lu ck y  w ay  
af th e  c r a f t  a n d  ca ll i t  sq u are .

I t ’s a  New Club.
The new  p ress  c lu b  is  in  a  flou rish ing  

g ro w th , s p r in g in g  from  th e  ru in s  of an

I ployed to  load  th e  d a ily  p a p e rs  to  th e  
b r im  w ith  item s  o f  c u r re n t in te re s t  each  
d ay  h av e  n o t m uch tim e  fo r socia l p a s 
tim es. D u rin g  th e ir  w o rk in g  h o u rs  th e y  
w ork  a n d  w o rk  h a rd ; w hen th e y  a re  
a s le ep  th e y  f re q u e n tly  a t te n d  b a n q u e ts  

I in  th e ir  d rea m s b u t  th e re  is  n o t m uch  
re sem b lin g  a  p icn ic even  in  th a t .  On N ew  
T e a rs  ev e  w hile  th e y  a re  assem b led  
a ro u n d  th e  fe s ta l b oard  an d  m e rr im e n t 
is a t  its  h e ig h t th e  c la n g  o f a  Are bell, 
th e  s h r ill a la rm  o f th e  police w h is tle  o r 
th e  ro a r  of an  explosion  m ay  c u t s h o rt th e  
n ig h t’s  d e lig h t. T h e  ca ll to  d u ty  is p a r a 
m oun t to  ev e ry  o th e r r  co n s id e ra tio n  w ith  
th e  n e w sp ap e r  m a n  a n d  sho u ld  new s 
h ap p e n in g s  re q u ir in g  " e x tra s ” ta k e  p lace  
a s  th e  old y e a r  d ies th e re  w ill be a  de 
se r te d  b a n q u e t h a ll w here  th e  m em bers 
p lanned  th e  fe a s t  a n d  s te a m in g  v ia n d s  
will cool upon th e  ta b le s  w h ile  th e  B u tte  
public  is b e ing  se rv ed  w ith  a  sen sa tio n  
p ip ing  ho t.

The Old-time Reporter.
B u tte ’s new s w rite rs  a re  ad e p ts  a t  th e  

b u s in ess  in  w hich  th e y  e a rn  th e ir  d a ily  
b read . W ith in  th e  c irc le  o f th e  c ra f t  th e  
m en w ho s ta n d  n e a re s t  th e  to p  of th e  
la d d e r  h a v e  th e  w ork  o f  p re p a rin g  new s 
reduced  to  a  fine po in t. L ong  residence  
in  th e  c i ty  h a s  m ad e  th e  a v e ra g e  re p o rte r  j 
a  w alk in g  encycloped ia  o f  in fo rm a tio n  
u sefu l to  h im  w h ile  h e  p lies h is  tra d e . 
T he  d ay  o f th e  r e p o r te r  w ho ch a rg ed  in

ancient and honorable predecessor which ! and out of busy crowds and struck a gait
t n  a/wra lea W  n  r ta'a aorl ir «loaves n n i  «»nu . . .  ... Bthrove In Butte’s early days and was 
later allowed to fall into decay. For the 
first time in a decade of the city’s hist'ry 
the news writers have come together in 
organised assembly, elected officers and 
mapped out a line of procedure which in
sures a steady and permanent growth. 
The coming banquet is the first festive

which caused his coat tails to wave and 
snap In his wake never dawned in Butte. 
The best men on the street are the ones 
whose long and Intimate acquaintance 
with matters and things of which news 
is made makes the Journalistic yoke 
easy and its burdens light. The best re-

. , .. . . .  . . .  , porters are able to stroll easily into aevent in the history of the new regime. ! I .,,.,..- , . ,, y “
There will he others: th- nt»„ ' Po'itlcal conventlon and while apparently

casual observers of what is passing catchThere will be others; the plan under 
which the organization is formed con
templates a similar event once every 
year. The busy young men who are em-

every motion, nomination and speech and 
stroll back to the office with material 
for a fuH and accurate report. Nine

times in ten he has the principal speeches 
in his pocket the day before, and a 
bosom friend upon whom he relies for 
news has told him in a general way 
just what may be expected to occur. 
It is much the some in the church, cotfrt* 
room, police station, coroner’s office, hos
pital, morgue, hotel or other gathering 
which is a common source of news. Th» 
old reporter knows his field, its people 
and peculiarities, and the new reporter 
loses no time in learning this very nebei- 
sary part of the business.

They Play No Favorites.
The reporters are a democratic crowd. 

There are no high degrees in the 
ranks of the craft. When a  youth 
who prepares copy for a  newspaper 
gets the notion that his pen drips 
a superior quality of wisdom he |* 
mercilessly guyed by his fellow*. 
Little in the way of praise is passed 
around and what refers to the pen pro
ductions of the newspaper man is gener
ally said in the jagged accounts of sar
casm by his best friends. The worst cans 
of swell head that ever afflicted a writer 
can be cured In a week by the spécialisai 
In the business who work on newBpapei* 
of Butte. What is uttered In commenda
tion of a writer is generally spoken be
hind his back and the biting commente 
upon his work are said to his face while 1 
his dearest friends stand by to extract 
malicious delight from the situation. By 
thfe means all who put pen to paper te  
write for the public of Butte keep the#  
journalistic trolley securely on the wire 
and walk humbly before men who are 
holding jobs in the same office or on rival 
papers. This good natured raillery la a 
gauntlet which all must run. It 
the spirit of good fellowship alive an* 
bringe the members of the craft to *  
common level.

The d a b ’s  Officers.
Friendships firm an* enduring are
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formed In the circles of the press gang. 
“Johnny Me,” who Is called John A. Me- 
Murray when introduced to strangers, is 
president of the Press club. He is known 
far and near as the man who can work 
a railway company for a special train 
whenever the press gang wants to take 
a ride on the cars. He has a gold loving 
cup given him by the Montana Press as
sociation once upon a  time In Salt Lake. 
Upon this occasion he was the cicerone of 
the state’s pres* gang and buncoed the 
Oregon Short Line out of a special train 
of Pullmans and put through one of the 
most successful newspaper junketing 
trips ever pulled o« in the West. He has 
a child’s mania for “choo-choo” cars in 
jhe forrm of special trains and the New 
Tear’s night banquet is largely a product 
of his gift for benevolent assimilation.

Other officers of the press club are: 
Second vice president, John Dierks;

tre a s u re r , J e s se  S earles ; s e c re ta ry , J . W . 
G ilbe rt; a s s is ta n t s e c re ta ry , J . H . M ac
M illan ; chap la in , W . W . W als  w o rth ; m u 
sic ian , N ed C. H ay n es ; c h a irm a n  of th e  
ex ecu tiv e  com m ittee , W . W . C hee ley ; ex 
ec u tiv e  co m m ittee , C h arles  C openharve, 
B. E. S t. C harles , A. H . W h itc h e r  a n d  
F ra n k  S u llivan . T h ese  w e ll-know n  new s
p ap e r  m en  rep re se n t a  v a r ie ty  o f te m 
p e ra m e n ts  a n d  a  h ig h  o rd e r  o f  ab ility . 
T h e y  w ill s h a re  in  th e  fe s tiv itie s  of th e  
N ew  T e a r ’s b a n q u e t a n d  e n te r  In to  th e  
Jo llity  o f th e  oeccasion  w ith  th e  sam e 
ze st w ith  w h ich  th e y  ta ck le  th e ir  da ily  
ta sk s .

A  p ro g ra m  h a s  been  a r ra n g e d  fo r th e  
b a n q u e t, a n d  po st p ra n d ia l o ra to ry  w ill 
flourish  w ith  lu x u ria n c e  h ith e r to  u n 
know n  a t  occasions of th is  k in d . P re s i 
d en t M cM urray  w ill d e liv e r h is  in a u g u 
ra l  ad d re ss , a n d  th e n  th e  b a ll w ill open 
fo r th e  in te lle c tu a l p o rtio n  of th e  fea s t.

J o h n  B. R ead  is  a ss ig n ed  to  re spond  to 
th e  to a s t “B u tte ’s P ionee r P re s s  C lub,” 
W . W . W a ls  w o rth  w ill sp e a k  of “R em i
n iscences o f J e r ry  R o u n d er,” J . L a w 
re n c e  D obell h a s  been  a ss ig n ed  to  p la j  
a  se lec tion  on “T he S ilve r B ow  B ug le ,”  
C h a rle s  C o p en h a rv e  w ill sp e a k  upon  
“O u r F rie n d s  in  th e  T h e a tr ic a l P ro fe s 
s io n ,” J . W. S c o tt w ill read  a n  o r ig in a l 
poem , D. J .  W a lsh  w ill b e  h e a rd  in  h is  
p le a s in g  s to ry  te llin g  specia lty , a n d  o th e r  
m em bers o f th e  o rg an iza tio n  w ill lend  
th e ir  a id  in  m a k in g  th e  even in g  one of 
lively  In te re s t. I t  w ill b e  th e  m o s t n o ta 
b le  n ig h t in  n ew sp ap e r c irc le s  of B u tts  
s in ce  th e  b r ig h t  a n d  sh in in g  p ress  c lub  
o f  e a r ly  d ay s  w e n t g lim m erin g  in to  h is 
to ry .

Thought There Would Be a Fight.
U p in  C lay  co u n ty  sev e ra l y ea rs  ago  

a  C h ris tm a s  fro lic  ended in a  tra g ed y . 
O ld M rs. P h ilp o t t  w as a  w itn e ss  a t  
th e  tr ia l .

“T ell us all a b o u t th e  fig h t,” sa id  th e  
law yer.

" I  n e v e r  seed no figh t,” rep lied  th e  o ld  
lady .

“ W ell, th en , te ll u s w h a t you did see ,"  
rem a rk e d  th e  law y e r in a  ca re less  s o r t  
of w ay, ta k in g  h e r  a t  h e r w ord.

M rs. P h ilp o tt m oved h e r  su n b o n n e t 
back , lit h e r  p ipe an d  proceeded.

“Cy Sew ell he g ive  a  C h ris tm a s  dance, 
a n ’ m e a n d  a  w hole lo t of o th e rs  w as  
th a r . T he  boys a n ’ g a ls  th e y  g o t to  
d an c in ', a n ’ a s  th e  boys w en t d an c in ’ 
ro u n d  a n ’ ro u n d  they  g o t to  s lap p in ’ 
each  o th e r, a n ’ fina lly  one ooy n e  s lap p ed  
a n o th e r  boy too h a rd —h a rd e r  th a n  he  
’low ed to—a n ’ knocked h im  dow n. An* 
th e  boy w h a t g o t knocked  dow n he 
jum p ed  up  a n ' je rk e d  o u t a  g r e a t  b ig  
knife , 'b o u t long  a s  y o u r a rm , a n ’ 
w hacked  th e  fellow  th a t  knocked  h im  
dow n r ig h t  ac ro ss  th e  m idd le from  s id e  
to  side. A n’ th e n  th e  b ro th e r  of th e  
fellow  w h a t g o t c u t he  pu lled  a  B rit is h  
bulldog  ’bou t th e  size of a  ham , a n ' he  
le t go six  44’s  r ig h t s q u a r  a t  th e  fellow  
w ho h ad  th e  kn ife—a n ’ Jes t th e n  B ill 
Sm iley—B ill’s  cousin  of J a k e  H ay es  w h a t 
go t sh o t—com e ru n n in ’ o u te n  ole m a n  
S ew ell's  room  w ith  a  d o u b le -b a rre le d  
sh o tg u n  a n ' le t off bo th  b a r re ls  r ig h t  
in to  th e  crow d; a n ’ ole m a n  Sew ell he  
go t exc ited  a n ’ je rk e d  a  W in c h e s te r  
o u ten  from  u n d e r  th e  bed a n ’ w en t to  
pum pin ' lead  in to  th e r  g a n g ; a n ’ by 
th a t  tim e th e  house w as fu ll o ' sm oke 
an  flash in ' a n ' h o llerin ', a n ’ I  seed  th a r  
w as go in ’ to  be a  fight, so  I  le f t  th #  
house.”—C in c in n a ti E n q u ire r.


