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MICHAEL P’S  CHRISTMAS EVE
S |  BY J. W. SCOTT

’E n e ry  had  th e  b es t of It; th e re  w as 
no  q u es tio n  of th a t ,  ac co rd in g  to  th e  con ­
ce n su s  of o p in ion  in  th e  s e rv a n ts ’ q u a r ­
te rs . ’E n e ry  w as th e  b u tle r  a t  th e  B ill­
ingses . K a tr in a  w as  a  m aid  a t  th e  J o h n ­
sons, a n d  th e  g ro u n d s  b eh ind  th e  c ity  
p la ces  o f  th e  B illingses  an d  th e  Jo h n so n s  
ra n  b ac k  to  a n  a iley  th a t  d iv ided  them .

T he g ro u n d s  w ere  su ffic ien tly  c lea r of 
ho u ses  so  th a t  you, could  look fro m  th e  
r e a r  p o rch  o f th e  B illingses  to  th e  re a r  
s te p s  of th e  Jo h n so n s , a n d  ’E n e ry  an d  
K a ir in a  w ere  ab le  to  ex c h an g e  lo n g -d is ­
ta n c e  g r im ace s  o fte n .

T he  o th e r  m a n  in  th e  ca se  w as  M ichael 
P . K enn ed y , th e  po licem an  on th a t  bea t. 
M ichael P . w as  a  fine you n g  Irish -A m er- 
icun . B u t, fo r  th a t  m a tte r . ’E n e ry , w ho 
w as  bald , 40 an d  d ro p p ed  his “ h s ,” w as  
a  fine A m erican , too—by adop tion . H e 
w as f a t  a n d  p lacid , a n d  no t “so w erry  
bad  look in ,,”  a n d  he h ad  a n  a i r  th a t  
show ed  th a t  he  belonged to th e  "h u p p e r  
c la s s .”

C om fortable  B an k  A ccount.
B u t h is  re a l s u p e rio r ity  la y  in  h is  c ir ­

c u m stan ce s . H e  w as  re p u te d  to  h av e  a  
c o m fo rtab le  b a n k  accoun t. A nd K a tr in a  
w as  a  b e a u ty : so th e  m an  w ho hoped
to  w in h e r  a s  h is  rose of ro ses  h ad  need 
<jf co in  o f th e  rea lm , a n d  p le n ty  of it.

T h e re  w as  no g a in sa y in g  th a t  M ichael 
P . w as  han d so m e , a n d  he w as young, 
m e  s ig h s  o f th e  o th e r  m a id s  w ere  o ften  

d ire c te d  a t  h im , w hile they  sn iffed  a t  
’E n e ry  because  he  w as “ h u p p ish .” B u t 
t h a t  w as  n o t im p o rta n t . A p a ssab le  a p ­
p e a ra n c e  a n d  a  b a n k  deposit, w here th e  
w om an  1ms a n  eye to  business , a lw a y s  
o u tp o in t m ere  y o u th  a n d  good looks.

T h e  b e h a v io r o f K a tr in a  to w ard  h e r  
re sp ec tiv e  s u ito rs  show ed  w hich  w ay  th e  
w in d  blew  th e  bu b b le s  of fav o r; or a t  
le a s t  th e  k itc h e n  an d  hall s p e c ta to rs  of 
th e  d ra m a  so decided . On th e  day  before 
C .ir is tm a s , w h ich  w as  a  v ery  m ild, sh iny , 
s u n n y  day , K a tr in a  sm iled  v ery  sw ee tly  
f ro m  th e  r e a r  stoop  of th e  Jo h n so n s  a t  
'E n e ry  on  th e  r e a r  v e ra n d a  of th e  B ill­
ingses, a n d  t'he g a rd e n e r  an  1 th e  ho s tle r  
o f  th e  B illingses a n d  a n o th e r  of t He J o h n ­
so n s’ m aids saw  h e r  do it. ’E n e ry  heaved  
h is  ch in  In th e  a i r  a n d  w alked  ac ro ss  
th e  p lo t b eh in d  th e  B illingses to  th e  coal 
house, e v id en tly  tre a d in g  on a ir.

On th e  N ig h t S h ift.
M ichael P . w as  on th e  n ig h t sh if t, b u t 

ju s t  a t  th a t  b lessed  m om en t he cam e up  
to  w here  th e  a lley  co rne red  on  th e  
s tr e e t ,  n o t 50 y a rd s  aw ay , a n d  beheld  th is  
m o s t in te re s tin g  scene. T he  g a rd e n e r  
la u g h ed  like a n  ape , a n d  M ichael P. 
w en t th e  lig h t p in k  hue of a  sa lted  
sh rim p .

A b ric k  red  w ould  h av e  show ed  th a t  
h is  p rid e  w as  h u r t .  B ut the  pa le  p ink  
in d ica ted  a  d ee p e r w ound. K a tr in a , 
w hose  color h ad  a b ru p t ly  lig h te n e d , 
s lipped  in su d d en ly , a n d  th u s  ca rrie d  h e r  
p a r t  off w ith  a n  a p p e a ra n c e  of innocence.

A t 11 o’clock  th a t  q u ie t C h ris tm a s  eve 
M ichael P . ta p p e d  on  the  k itch en  door 
of the  Jo h n so n s , w h ich  'had becom e flood­
ed w ith  lig h t o f a  sudden , a n d  w as a d ­
m itte d  by  K a tr in a ,  w ho h ad  ju s t  re tu rn e d  
from  a  fe s tiv ity  w ith  one of th e  o th e r  
m aids. H e h ad  w a ited  a  long' tim e fo r 
K a t r in a ’s r e tu rn ,  a n d  the  o th e r  m a id  
co n s id e ra te ly  r e t i f r d  to  a  room  a d jo in in g  
to  g ive  h im  a n d  K a tr in a  p riv acy .

M ichael P. w as  p re se n tly  en g a g ed  in 
p re s s in g  h is  su it, a n d  th e  f a i r  K a tr in a  
was, r e s is tin g  a n d  e v a d in g  h im  la u g h ­
ingly , pou tin g ly , jib in g ly , coqu e tish ly . 
T h e  b ac k sto p s  w as su re  of its  opin ion  as  
to 'E n e ry ’s chances , b u t back sto p s  h av e  
o ften  been  m is ta k e n  in  m uch  th e  sam e 
fa sh io n  a s  th e  b es t room s, a n d  the c a su a l 
o b se rv e r  w ould h av e  re g a rd e d  th e  s i tu a ­
tion  a s  u n c e rta in , a f t e r  b eho ld ing  the 
scen e  in  p rog ress.

Michael Becomes Bitter.
“ I suppose  if I h ad  a  b a n k  a c co u n t like  

th is  ho u sem an , M r. F la m m a n g h a m , you 'd  
s a y  y es ,” M ichael P. sa id  w ith  r a th e r  b it­
te r  re se n tm e n t.

“W ho  sa id  a n y th in g  a b o u t m o n ey -” 
K a tr in a  d em an d ed , in d ig n an tly .

"O h, nobody ,” M ichael P. rep lied , look­
in g  in to  th e  a ir.

T hen  K a tr in a  lau g h ed , a s  if  she  w ere 
am u se d . T h a t w as  th e  m ost p ro v o k in g  
th in g  a b o u t he r. She la u g h ed  a  g re a t 
dea l a t  M ichael P.

T h e re  w as a  s ilence , w hile  M ichael P. 
chew ed  th e  b i t te r  cud  of d issa tis fa c tio n . 
I t  w as  a  d a rk  C h ris tm a s  eve, an d  o u ts id e  
th e  on ly  noise b re a k in g  upon  th e  a i r  w as  
th e  y a p -y a p p in g  o f a  sm all dog w ith  a n  
exceed ing ly  p e n e tra t in g  a n d  ra u c u s  
voice.

T h e re  w as nobody  s t i r r in g  e ith e r, e x ­
ce p t th a t  a  m a n  w ith  h is  h a t  pulled  dow n 
o v e r h is  eyes w as  slip p in g  up  th e  a lley  
be tw een  th e  Jo h n so n s  an d  th e  B illingses 
w ith  a  v e ry  noiseless tre a d . I t  w as  too  
d a rk  fo r th e  dog, w ho w as s i t t in g  on h is  
ta il  som ew here  in  th e  Jo h n so n s  back  
y a rd , to  see th e  m an , an d  th e  la t te r  
s te a l th i ly  c ro ssed  th e  back  y a rd  beh ind  
th e  house  n ex t to  th e  B illingses  a n d  w en t 
up  to  a  side w indow  in it.

B u rg la r  W ho I s  W an ted .
In  th e  c ity  ju s t  th e n  th e re  w as a  b u r-  

g ie r , w ho h ad  d one so w ei in h is  chosen  
p ro fess ion  th a t  M ichael P. a n d  all h is  
c lu b -b ed ev iled  co m rad es  w ould  have  
g iven  g re a tly  to  c a tc h  him . T h e re  w as 
a  re w a rd  o f $2000 upon h is  h ead . B u t he 
w a s  so o ily -sm oo th  th a t  none could  tr a i l  
h im  dow n.

T h is  g en tlem an  w ho leaned  so su ccess ­
fu lly  upon  th e  b illy  fo r su p p o rt an d  a d ­
v a n c e m e n t in life, blew  sa fe s  in a  n ea t, 
e x p e d itio u s  an d  p ro fitab le  m a n n e r, an d  
ho  h a d  been on ly  once seen . T he  beho ld ­
e r  cn  th a t  occasion  re la te d  th a t  he h a d  
sm a ll eyes, s e t v e ry  close to g e th e r  an d  
lo ok ing  s la n tin g -w ise  a c ro ss  tils nose, a n d  
a  com plexion  w ith o u t color.

T h e  m a n  w ho h ad  th re a d e d  th e  a lley  
a n d  w ho now  v e ry  d e ftly  tw is te d  th e  
fa s te n in g  off th e  window- a n d  en te red  
th e  house, w hose te n a n ts  w ere  ab sen t, 

"  h a d  a  pa le  fac e  an d  su ch  eyes a s  d e ­
scribed .

H e a lso  h ad  a  sm a ll bund le , in  w hich  
w a s  com pressed  w ith in  th e  sm a lle s t com ­
p a ss  a  b a r  of soap , a  sm all b o ttle  of n i- 
tro -g iy e s r in e , a  th ick , sm all w edge, a  
th ic k , sm all, h e a v y  h a m m e r a n d  
som e s h o r t  fu se s  w ith  g ia n t  po w d er ca p s  
a t ta c h e d  to th e m .

Valuables in the Safe.
In th is house w as a  safe, in w hich F er ­

gu son , the proprietor, preferred to keep  
va lu ab les th a t properly should h ave been  
stored in a  s a fe ty  deposit bank. The man  
w en t to the room  w here the sa fe  w as and  
turned on th e  electric lights. There w as  
no w .ndow  in the room; so  th a t w as not 
in d iscrete o f  him.

O utsine, the litt le  dog behind the John ­
sons h ouse barked and  barked. In  b la

a t t i c  roopi In th e  B illingses  ’E n e ry  tu rn e d  
o v e r  once, tw ice, th r ic e  on h is  couch , an d  
v e ry  h e a r ti ly  cu rsed  th e  dog. I n  th e  
Jo h n so n s ’ k itc h e n  M ichael P . su lk ed  an d  
s tew ed , w hile  K a r in a  a l te rn a te ly  looked 
so lem n u n d e r  h is  g lan ce  a n d  g rim m ac ed  
w hen  h is  a t te n t io n  w as  d iv e rted .

T he  burfelar tra n sa c te d  h is  b u s in ess  
v e ry  sw iftly , a n d  blew  th e  sa fe  open  in  
a  w o rk m an lik e  m a n n e r . T h a t  w as  a 
th in g  th a t  la rg e ly  ac co u n ted  fo r h is  su c ­
cess.

H is  m e th o d  w as  sim ple. W ith  th e  th ick , 
sm all w edge a n d  th e  th ick , sm all, h e a v y  
h am m er he q u ic k ly  c u t th e  co m b in a tio n  
knob  off th e  sa fe  door. T h e n  in to  th e  
hole th u s  m a d e  he th r u s t  soap , sw if tly  
m old ing  i t  in to  a  c u p -sh ap ed  recep tac le .

P o u rs  in  th e  E xplosion .
A fte r  t h a t  he  p ou red  n ltro -g ly c e r in e  

in to  th e  cup, p u t th e  capped  end  of a  
fu se  in to  th e  exp lo sive  an d  covered  b o th  
o v e r w ith  soap , n e a tly  m olded to  exc lude  
th e  a ir. T hen  he sea led  th e  c ra c k s  a t  
th e  top, b o tto m  a n d  sides  of th e  door 
w ith  soap , a n d  th e  m ine  w as la id .

T he loose end  of th e  fu se  w as q u ic k ly  
lig h ted  w ith  a  m a tch , s p lu tte re d  a  few  
seconds, a n d  then  p re se n tly  th e re  w as 
a  du ll “boom ,” an d  the  door flew open.

O n th e  d a rk e n ed  g ro u n d s  b ac k  o f  th e  
Jo h n so n s , in w hose k itch en  K a tr in a  an d  
M ichael P . w ere s till co u rtin g , th e  l i t t le  
dog 's  b a rk  sp lit th e  Keen a i r  o f C h r is t ­
m a s  eve w ith  th e  r e g u la r ity  o f  c lock ­
w ork, a n d  ’E n e ry , w ho h ad  tu rn e d  o v e r 
n u m b e rle ss  tim es  a n d  re i te ra te d  th e  few  
c u rse s  a t  h is  com m and  till th e y  h ad  be­
com e s ta le , craw led  o u t of bed an d ' d e ­
scended th e  b ac k  s tep s  so ftly , w ith  th e  
d e te rm in a tio n  o f in te r ru p tin g  th e  b a rk .

“D ra t th a t  C.org. D ra t  'is  'h in fe rn a l 
’ide ,” ’E n e ry  sa id  betw een  h is  te e th  w ith  
exceed ing  v ic iousness.

’E n e ry  w as  a  p lac id  m an , b u t  th e  m an  
w hose n e rv e s  a re  p roo f a g a in s t th e  ce a se ­
less “yap , y a p ” of a  file-voiced  dog. w hen 
he—th e  m an , no t th e  dog—desire s  to  
sleep , h a s  a n  e x tra o rd in a r i ly  tra n q u il  
n a tu re .

G athers  M any  Stones.
’E n e ry  w en t dow n to  th e  g rav e led  g a r ­

den w a lk  th a t  ra n  a ro u n d  th e  house, an d  
g a th e re d  to  h im se lf sev e ra l s to n es  like 
u n to  hen seg g s  to r  bulk . T hen  he w ent 
o u t beh ind  th e  B illingses  to  fa ll upon  the 
dog  an d  s ta y  h is  voice.

C h ris tm a s  eve w as  to  th e  ch a lk -face d  
m a n  w hose eyes looked dow n h is  nose a s  
o p p o rtu n e  fo r th e  co n su m m atio n  of a  
b u rg la ry  as  a n y  n ig h t b e tw e en  the  
F o u r th  of J u ly  an d  St. P a t r i c k ’s day , an d  
F e rg u s o n ’s v a lu a b le s  w en t in to  a  sm all 
s a c k  w ith  d isp a tch . T hen th e  m a n  slid  
o u t th e  w indow  a g a in  w ith  su ch  fac ili ty  
as  only  those  g a in  w ho h av e  h ad  m uch  
experience . H e reg a in ed  th e  a lley  a n d  
b eg an  to  slide  a long  it b e tw een  th e  B ill­
ingses  a n d  th e  Jo h n so n s , on v e ry  lig h t 
fee t, k eep in g  in th e  lee o f th e  o u tb u ild ­
ings w here  he  could.

i.h is o cc u rre d  a t  th a t  p a r t ic u la r  an d  
s ig n a l m o m en t w hen ’E n e ry  h ad  found  
th e  ra n g e  of th é  dog w ho w as  d is tu rb in g  
th e  peace. A s to n e  th e  size of a  h e n ’s 
egg, th ro w n  w ith  th e  fu ll s t r e n g th  of a  
ro b u s t m an , w hose a n g e r  is m ig h ty  w ith ­
in him , becom es a  m iss ile  th a t  h u r tle s  
th ro u g h  th e  a i r  w ith  m a rk e d  force.

’E n e ry  m a rk e d  th e  e x a c t sp o t in  th e  
a a rk n e ss  w hence th e  sh rill, sm a ll, ra s p ­
in g  voice of th e  dog  rose, an d  th e n  sa id  
“ B lan g  y e !” a n d  h u rle d  th e  s to n e  th i th e r ­
w a rd  w ith  ail h is  m igh t.

D rops L ike  a Shot,
J u s t  th e n  th e  m an  w ith  th e  cro ssed  eyes 

passed  lik e  a  shadow  th re a d in g  a  d a rk e r  
sh ad e  betw een  ’E n e ry  a n d  th e  dug, and  
th e  s tone  sm o te  him  abo v e  th e  te m p le  a n d  
he fell like a  p o t-sh o tted  b ird .

T he dog, u n d is tu rb e d  by th e  c a su a lty , 
co n tin u e d  to a i r  h is  d a g g e r-lik e  voice, 
a n d  th e  noise p rev e n ted  ’E n e ry  fro m  
h e a rin g  th e  fall.

’E n e ry  w as su rp r is e d  a t  th e  la ck  of r e ­
su lts , a n d  a g a in  h is  a n g e r  sw elled  up  in  
h im . W h e reu p o n  h e  rep e a ted , “B link , 
b link , 'is  h in fe rn a l ’ide ,” an d  th re w  once 
m ore.

T h is  tim e  th e  re s u lts  wysre m ore  in ­
s ta n t ,  a n d  w ere  a s to u n d in g  a s  w ell. T he 
s to n e  w h is tle d  by  th e  dog, le a v in g  h im  
u n sca th ed , t r iu m p h a n t , unm o v ed ; sh o t 
a c ro ss  th e  sp ace  b eh ind  th e  J o h n so n s  a n d  
c ra sh e d  th ro u g h  th e  k itc h e n  w indow  w ith  
a  s h a t te r in g  no ise  th a t  f r ig h te n e d  
K a tr in a  speechless, an d  m ade  M ichael P . 
ju m p  off h is  s tool w ith  a  fierce g row l of 
s u rp r ise  a n d  re se n tm e n t.

T he  m a n  w ith  th e  c ro ssed  eyes la y  s til l 
a s  d e a th  in  th e  a lley , an d  M ichael P . 
h u rr ie d  o u t to  d iscove r th e  s to n e  th ro w er. 
T e dog h ad  ch a n g ed  h is  key  a n d  m oved 
dow n  t'he " ro u n d s  a  b it. A t th e  so u n u  of 
th e  p o licem an’s fo o ts te p s  a n d  th e  s la m ­
m in g  o f  th e  do o r b eh ind  him , a la rm e d  
a t  the  a r r iv a l  of th e  law , he now  fled. 
’E n e ry  h e a rd  th e  g la ss  c ra sh  an d  m u t­
te r in g  “B la rs t  th a t  h in fe rn a l dorg . B la r s t  
’is ’ide,” h ad  fled up  s ta i r s  to  ‘h is  a p a r t ­
m en t.

A rre s ted  on th e  Spot.
So th e re  w as nobody to  receive  M ichael 

P . ex c ep tin g  th e  g en tlem an  s tre tc h e d  o u t 
in  th e  a lley . H im  M ichael P. s tu m b led  
o v er a n d  a r re s te d  h im  on th e  sp o t fo r 
o b s tru c t in g  th e  s tre e ts  a n d  a lley s . W hen  
M icnael P . h ad  d iscovered  w h a t w a s  in  
th e  m a n ’s b a g  a n d  h ad  looked s tu d io u s ly  
a t  th e  m a n ’s face  h is  h e a r t  g av e  a  ju m p  
in his b re a s t .

T he  b ro k en  w indow  dw ind led  in to  in ­
sign ificance, a n d  he h a rd ly  took  tim e  to  
w h isp e r a  few  w o rd s  to  K a tr in a  th a t  
m a d e  h e r  look ab n o rm a lly  serious , an d  
th e n  bid h e r  good n ig h t, e re  he d ash ed  
up  th e  a lley  io  tu rn  in  a  ca ll fo r th e  p a ­
tro l w agon.

T he  w agon  took  M ichael a n d  h is  ea p - 
tu r i  -o th e  s ta tio n , one ju b i la n t  a n d  th e  
o th e r  d ea d  to  th e  w orld . I t  took  a  long  
tim e  to  rev iv e  th e  m a n  w ith  th e  q uee r 
eyes; b u t  th a t  w as  done, a n d  th a t  w as  
a  w on d erfu l C h ris tm a s  eve fo r M ichael, 
fo r  th e  rea so n  th a t  th e  m a n  p roved  to  
be none o th e r  th a n  th e  e n te rp r is in g  and  
e lu siv e  b u rg la r  upon  w hose h ea d  w as  se t 
a  $2001 rew ard , a n d  th e  r e w a rd  w as  M i­
ch a e l P .’s.

B ack step s  O ften  M istak en .
The backsteps are often  m istak en , and  

a fter  M ichael P. had shared the C hrist­
m as d inner set out for K atrin a and her 
frien ds in the Johnsons’ rear d in in g  room  
on C hristm as day, K atr in a  cap itu lated  
to the confident air w hich  the thought o f  
th e  $2000 had bred in  h im  and p ligh ted  
him  h er troth , forever se ttin g  'Enery  
aside.

T h at involved  a  double d ose o f b itter­
n ess  for ’E nery, for th e  d a ily  p rin ts re­
vealed  to h im  th a t  It w a s th e  stone he  
flirted so  va lia n tly  a t  th e  d og  th a t had  
laid  the burglar low , and  brought hom e 
to  aim  th e  know ledge th a t  he had by his 
ow n act th ru st K atr in a  in to th e  arm s of 
b is rival, M ichael P .

Redemption of Anaconda Gity Bonds jj The M an XOho Was G ratefxil\
3 y  3 ,  £ .  St. Charles  K

O ne o f th e  p rin c ip a l e v e n ts  o f th e  
p re s e n t y ea r  in  A naco n d a  m u n ic ip a l a f ­
f a i r s  w as  th e  red em p tio n  o f fo u r of th e  
f irs t bonds Issued by  th e  city .

T he  bonds bore the  d en o m in a tio n  of 
$1000 each  w ith  in te re s t  a t  th e  r a te  of 6 
p e r  ce n t p e r a n n u m  fro m  D ecem ber, 
1889, a n d  w ere  issued  fo r th e  p u rpose  
of ra is in g  fu n d s  w ith  w h ich  to  e s ta b ­
lish  a  sew er sy stem .

The to ta l  issue w as fo r th e  am o u n t of 
$25,000, red e em ab le  in  10 y e a rs ’ tim e  
w ith  th e  p r in c ip a l due a t  th e  e x p ira tio n  
o f 20 y ea rs .

D u rin g  th e  12 y e a rs  th e  b onds have  
ru n , th e  ho ld e rs  h av e  been p a id  th e  sum  
o f $18,000 fo r  in te re s t  on th e  m oney 
th u s  loaned . T h is  w as  a  h e a v y  d ra in  
upo n  th e  t r e a s u ry  a n d  find ing  th e  t r e a s ­
u ry  in  cond ition  to  redeem  $4000 of tth e  
bonded  in d e b ted n e ss , T re a s u re r  H a rp e r

O nly C om plete ly  O rgan ized  O rchestra  
in  A naconda,

T h e  M a rg a re t T h e a te r  o re h e s t r ra  is 
com posed of e ig h t p ro fe ss io n a l m u s i­
cians.

D u rin g  th e  p a s t y ea r  it  h a s  filled m ore 
th a n  8#., p e r  ce n t of the  e n g a g em en ts  in 
A naconda.

T he se rv ices  of th is  o rg a n iz a tio n  have  
been  in  p o p u la r  d em an d  a t  dances  an d  
o th e r  socia l e n te r ta in m e n ts .

T he  m em b ers  of the o rc h e s t ra  desire  
to  th a n k  th e  pub lic  fo r th e  g ene rous  
co n s id e ra tio n  th e y  h a v e  received  from  
th e  pub lic  in A naco n d a  in  th e  p as t, and  
a re  re a d y  to  m a k e  book ings fo r  th e  y ea r  
1902.

H . F. COLLINS.
U n d e r  th e  m a n a g e m e n t of H . F . Col­

l in s  the  M a rg a re t th e a te r  h a s  succeeded 
in  g a in in g  a  re p u ta tio n  am o n g  th e a tr ic a l 
people second  to none in th e  N o rth w e s t 
T h e re  is b u t  one o p era  house  in  M on­
ta n a  th a t  exceeds i t  in  s e a t in g  c a p ac ity , 
th a t  be ing  S u tto n ’s  N ew  G ran d  o f B u tte . 
A s re g a rd s  in te r io r  fu rn ish in g s  a n d  co n ­
ven iences, n o t a  s ing le  one ca n  co m p are  
w ith  it. I t  e n jo y s  th e  re p u ta tio n  of b e ­
in g  th e  b es t th e a te r  b e tw e en  S t. P a u l 
a n d  S ea ttle . E v a ry  seaso n  th e  c itizens  
o f  A n aco n d a  h a v e  th e  p le a su re  of see ­
in g  th e  b e s t show s th a t  a re  p ro d u ced  in 
th is  c o u n try . V ery  few  of th e  no ted  
a c to r s  a n d  a c tre s s e s  b u t  h av e  p lay ed  in  
th e  M a rg a re t s ince  i ts  co n s tru c tio n .

W IL L IA M  E. THOM AS.
B orn  a n d  ra ise d  in  D eer L odge valley , 

th e  o n ly  rep u b lica n  h o ld in g  a  c o u n ty  
office ex c ep t C o un ty  C om m issioner H . 
B. H offm an , C le rk  of th e  C o u rt W illiam  
E . T h o m as  is  p ro b ab ly  th e  m o s t p o p u la r

to o k  steps In. t h a t  d irec tio n  la s t  S ep ­
tem ber.

B y doing so the c i ty  is  re lieved  of 
p ayin g  in te re s t upon  th e m  th e  su m  of 
$240 per y ea r , o r  a  to ta l  fo r  th e  e ig h t 
years  th ey  w ou ld  h av e  h a d  to  ru n  of 
$1920.

T he c ity  t r e a s u re r  ex p e c ts  soon to 
m ake1'  f u r th e r  p ro g re s s  in the  w a y  of a 
red u c tio n  o f th e  c i ty ’s in d e b ted n e ss  of 
a b o u t $50,000, w hich  in c lu d es  tw o ju d g ­
m e n ts  rec e n tly  en te re d  fo r  d am ag es  
a g a in s t the c ity  th ro u g h  a  dec ision  of 
th e  -supreme co u rt.

T he  fac t th a t  th e  b onds redeem ed  
w ere  th e  f irs t in  th e  c i ty ’s h is to ry  
m akes th a t  q u ite  a n  im p o r ta n t ev e n t of 
th e  year.

T he  in s tru m e n ts  w e re  execu ted  D e­
cem ber 9, 1$99, a n d  b o re  th e  s ig n a tu re s  
of H . T. M ahan , m ay o r, a n d  J .  It. B o a r- 
m an , c ity  clerk .

T he S ta n d a rd  D ru g  com pany , w hose 
m a in  p lace of b u s in ess  is  a t  210 E a s t  
P a r k  av en u e , is  one of th e  solid  an d  
s u b s ta n t ia l  b u sin ess  firm s of A naconda. 
I t  b eg an  b u sin ess  in  1895, w as  in c o r­
p o ra te d  in  1897 a n d  to d a y  en jo y s  a la rg e r  
d ru g  tra d e  th a n  a n y  o th e r  firm  in th e  
c ity . T he Owl d ru g  s to re , a t  500 E a s t  
P a r k  av e n u e  is  o p e ra ted  a s  a  b ra n c h  
house, w hich  w as e s ta b lish ed  in 189S, to 
accom m odate  th e  c itiz en s  o f th e  e a s t ­
e rn  po rtion  of th e  city .

C otton B ack, P robab ly .
“ W h a t do you th in k  of ou r new  oil 

p a in tin g ? ” ask ed  M rs. C um rox.
“W ell.” an sw ered  M r. C um rox, “ it 

looks r ig h t good fro m  th e  fro n t, b u t if 
you tu rn  it a ro u n d  an d  look a t  th e  o th e r  
s ide  I m u s t s a y  th e  m a te r ia l seem s 
k in d  o’ ch e a p ."—W a sh in g to n  S ta r .

a n d  b es t know n  m a n  of h is  ago hi th e  
s ta te  of M on tan a . F o r  fo u r y e a rs  p rio r 
to;, h is  e lection  he held  th e  po s itio n  of 
a s s is ta n t  p o s tm a s te r  in  th is  c ity . A l­
th o u g h  a  young  m an , M r. T h o m as  has  
n u m ero u s  m in in g  in te re s ts  in  d iffe ren t 
p a r ts  of th e  cou n ty . H e  w as e lec ted  to  
Mil p re s e n t office a g a in s t tw o  opposition  
ca n d id a te s  by  a  la rg e  m a jo r ity .

C IT Y  C LERK  W IS N E R .
V x,

’A n aco n d a ’s c ity  c lerk , G. S. W isner, 
h a s  been fo r a  n u m b e r of y e a rs  closely 
iden tified  w ith  th e  rep u b lica n  p a r ty  in 
th is  com m un ity . F ro m  h is  e a r ly  bo y ­
hood he lias lived  in  th e  c ity  w h ich  h as  
seen  lit to  bes tow  upon  h im  th e  r e ­
sponsib le  p o sition  he  now  ’ho lds. H e 
is  a lso  c a sh ie r  a n d  p a r t  ow n er o f the 
A naco n d a  R ea l E s ta te  & In s u ra n c e  
agency . P u b lic ly  an d  p r iv a te ly  he  com ­
m a n d s  th e  re sp ec t o f th e  e n t ire  v ic in ity . 
M r. AVisner is a  p ro m in en t lodge m an  
a n d  ho lds a n  office in  th e  M aeonic 
G ran d  Lodge of M o n tan a .

Oh, I 'v e  been up  a g a in s t th e  rea l th in g  
a ll r ig h t, a ll r ig h t, m y son ; sev e ra l 
tim es: a n d  I rem em b e r th e  tim es  very  
well. B u t m y h e a r r t  is a lw a y s  cheerfu l, 
fo r I ’m  one o f th e  g ra te fu le s t  m en for 

j sm all fav o rs  you eve r saw . I can th in k  
! of h a lf  a  dozen tim es w hen  I w as n ex t 
j to  it, b u t one o f th e m  th a t  I ’ll n eve r 

fo rg e t w as on C h ris tm as . Yes, sir.
B u t. say , th e y  w ou ld n ’t call m e H ap p y  

J im m ie  if  I  h a d n ’t  a  w ea th erso m e, 
o h -e ry  d isp o sitio n  a n d  a  g ra te fu l n a tu re .
I  n ev e r  to u ted  a  m an  on a  ho rse  in  m y | 
life th a t  J w a sn ’t g ra te fu l if he g av e  me 
h a lf  h is  w inn ings. A nd if he lo s t—well,
I a lw a y s  took  w h a t th e  jo k e r on th e  
o th e r  ho rse  g av e  me ju s t  a s  cheerfu lly . 
Y’ou see, I believe in being  g ra te fu l.

I n  th e  R u ra l D is tric ts .
AVell, th is  tim e I 'm  te lling  you  ab o u t, 

th is  C h ris tm as , I had  a  p a r tn e r  nam ed  
Bill, an d  w e’d been hoofing  it  over th e  

j s to n es  fo r tw o  w eeks th ro u g h  th e  ru ra l  
d is tr ic ts . T h a t w as  ea st. W e w ere fla t, 
an d  w e’d h ad  th e  h a rd e s t k ind  of luck.

E v e ry b o d y  w as so re  on h ig h w ay  em i­
g ra n ts , an d  we w ere liv ing  on w h a t 
we could m ooch—h an d o u ts  a n d  so on, 
b u t m o s tly  we g o t th e  dog an d  th e  fa re  
w as m ig h ty  slim .

T h a t C h ris tm a s  w as  one o f those  sad  
ones. T h e re  w as snow  eve ryw here , an d  
it w as  cloudy, you know , an d  ra w ; good ; 
a n d  raw . T he d ay  befo re  th a t  w e’d 
lived  m o s tly  on w ind. E v e ry b o d y  th re w  
us dow n, an d  Bill w as  a b o u t s ick  of his 
job. B u t I d id n 't  feel so tough , n o t so

v e ry  tough ; becau se  I 'm  one of *t- se 
g u y s  w ho a re  th a n k fu l fo r  ju s t  b„ ';ig  
alive.

AVell, it  w as  C h ris tm a s  day , bu  we 
d id n ’t  h av e  m ore th a n  ab o u t flvv p er 
cen t o f enough  to  ea t, a n d  w e w ere  h o l­
low to  th e  heels, you b e t; a f t e r  tw o  
w eeks of m ooching. A nd w e’d bum ped  
in to  so m an y  h a rd  on es  w hen w e tack led  
th e  R eu b e n -h o u se s  fo r a  chew  th a t  we 
w ere  so re on th e  p la y ; w e h a te d  to  h it 
a  house  fo r a  h a n d o u t now .

N o th in g  B u t A pples.

AA'ell, w e d id n ’t e a t  a n y th in g  fo r b re a k ­
fa s t  th a t  C h ris tm a s  m o rn in g  ex c ep i 
app les . AVe g o t th e m  in  a n  o rc h a rd  
r ig h t  close to  th e  road . T h e y 'd  been 
s ta c k e d  up  a n d  covered  w ith  sac k s , a n d  
le f t o u t  on th e  g ro u n d  becau se  th e y  
w eren ’t w orth  ta k in g  in . Som e of them  
w ere froze  a n d  som e of th e m  w ere h a lf  
ro tte n  an d  som e of th em  w ere  bo th . B u t 
I  w as  p r e t ty  g lad , b ec au se  I believe in  
b eing  th a n k fu l fo r a n y th in g , you know .

T he app les  w ere a il r ig h t  in  th e ir  w ay, 
b u t they  d id n ’t go v ery  fa r , an d  th a t  a f ­
te rnoon  Hill a n d  m e w ere  a lm o s t s ta rv e d , 
an d  I  said , “ Say, Bill, le t ’s h it  a  s h ack  
fo r a n  e a t .”

B y  th a t  tim e B ill w as  too m uch  b ro k en  
up  in  b u sin ess  to  ca re  a  h a n g  w h e th e r 
he g o t e a t up  by  a  dog o r n o t; so we 
slid  over to  th e  n ex t fa rm  house we 
cam e to. I t  w as a  big, w h ite  house, an d  
i t  looked as  if th e  d u ffer who ow ned it 
o u g h t to  h av e  enough  to  d iv ide a  li ttle  
on a  co ld  d a y  like th a t.  B u t w e’d 
bum ped in to  so m a n y  raw  d e a ls  th a t  we 
w ere le a ry  a s  g o a ts , a n d  Bill h u n g  be ­
h ind  w hen I  w a ltzed  up  to  th e  k itch en  
door.

I k ind  of th o u g h t w e’d g e t th e  T u rk ish  
ru n . B u t we d id n ’t. T he  lady  th a t  
ca m e to  th e  door w as a ll r ig h t. You 
see, 'it w as  C h ris tm as . She g av e  u s  a 
p le a s a n t sm ile, a n d  it n e a r ly  knocked  
me o u t because  I d id n ’t expect it.

G iven a Good D inner.

She tro t te d  us inside then , a n d  d ished  
u s  up  th e  d in n e r  of ou r lives. Oh, it w as 
a peach . Cold tu rk e y , c ra n b e rry  sauce , 
ce lery , cider, m ince p ie—. Oh, say . M ike, 
th a t  w as all r ig h t, th a t  teed. I t  w as  up 
to  th e  lim it, a n d  I  fe lt th a n k fu l to  th a t  
lady , you can  be t on th a t.

B u t r ig h t in th e  m iddle of th e  ea t, 
w iilie th e  la d y  w as out, w h a t does th is  
m a te  of m ine, th is  duffer. B in , do b u t 
g ra b  a  big s ilv e r spoon a n d  shove i t  
dow n his leg.

W ell, w hen I saw  th a t  I n e a rly  choked 
m yself on a  bunch  o f c ra n b e rry  sauce , 
I w as so para ly zed . A nd th e  la d y  ca m e 
back  r ig h t th e n ; befo re I could  s a y  a  
w ord; an d  sh e  s ta y e d  r ig h t w ith  us 
a f te r  th a t  th ro u g h  th e  w hole m eal.

Say, I to ld  you I believe in  g ra t itu d e , 
d id n ’t  I? W ell. I do, see?  I believe in 
being  g ra te fu l for w h a t you get, and  
th a t  w as C h ris tm as , too.

I fe lt p re t ty  b a d  a b o u t th a t  spoon. 
B u t I  co u ld n 't g ive  B ill aw ay  to the

lady . B u t I p itch ed  h im  a look th a t  
o n g h t to  h av e  knocked him  o h  h is stool.

N ever i-ooked Up.
I t  d id n ’t, th o u g h ; it d id n ’t even faze  

h im ; he w en t on ch ew in ’ a  tu rk e y  leg 
an d  n ev e r even  looked a t  me. B u t I 
d id n ’t q u it on th a t ;  no t by a  lot. I ju s t  
sa id  to  m yself. “I ’ll fool you one, B illy ,” 
because  I believe in  being  g ra te fu l, an d  
th a t  la d y  w as  a  nice, k ind  lady , an d  
s h e ’d been good to  us.

So w hen we g o t th ro u g h , I sa id  to  
here : "N ow , m am , we a in ’t go t n o th in ’
to  g ive you, b u t we’re g ra te fu l a ll r ig h t. 
AVe a p p re c ia te  yo u r k indness , m am . T h a t 
w as  th e  finest d in n e r I eve r e a t in m y 
life, a n d  I w an t to  do so m eth in ' to  p ay  
fo r it."

T he lady  sa id  th a t  w as  a ll r ig h t ; she  
d id n 't w a n t a n y  pay . B u t a u m ade up 
m y  m ind  th a t  I w o u ld n 't le t B illy  g e t 
aw a y  w ith  th a t  spoon. B ecause  I  b e ­
lieve in  being  g ra te fu l, an d  sh o w in g  
th a t  y o u 're  g ra te fu l.

So l to ld  the  la d y  th a t  I w ou ldn’t feel 
good un less  I d id  so m eth in g  to  sq u a re  
h e r  k in d n e ss . T hen  I to ld  h er I could 
do a  li ttle  s lig h t of h an d  w ork, an d  th a t  
if sh e 'd  b rin g  in th e  k ids I ’d show  them  
a  tr ick . So sh e  ca lled  the k id s  in, an d  
th e y  a u  stood  a ro u n d : th e re  w as a b o u t 
a  dozen of them , a n d  th e y  g rin n ed  a t  me 
a n d  Bill p len ty .

B ill N ever Suspected.
W hile  I w as  m a k in ' th is  B ill w as

look in ’ a t  m e a s  if he th o u g h t I  w as  
o u t o f m y head . H e 'd  n ev e r seen  m e do 
a n y  tr ick s , a n d  he th o u g h t I  w as  g iv in ’ 
h e r  a  gam e. H e  co u ld n 't g e t on to  w h a t 
I w as  up  to.

AVell. w hen  th e  k id s  g o t good an d  
se tt led , I  took  a n o th e r  big s ilv e r  spoon 
ju s t  like th e  one B ill sw iped, a n d  I  s a id : 
"N ow , m am , I ’ll show  you a  tr ick  Ï 
le a rn ed  fro m  H erm a n n , th e  g re a t m a ­
g ic ian , w hen I  w as  on the  ro ad  w ith  
hire

1 took th e  spoon betw een  b o th  m y  
h a n d s  to h ide a s  m uch  a s  I could of it, 
a n d  th e n  I  p u t it o v e r  m y head  a n d  
th en  dow n a g a in  qu ick  an d  w inked  a t  
th e  k in d s ; a n d  I  sa id  to th e  la d y  a s  I w as  
d o ing  th a t,  “ N ow, m am , I ’ll p u t  th is  
spoon  in  m y  sleeve first, a n d  th e n  I ’ll 
ta k e  i t  o u t of m y p a r tn e r ’s  boo t.”

W h en  I  s a id  th a t  B ill’s  eyes b u lged  
ou t, a n d  he looked like h e ’d blow  up. 
B u t he d a s n ’t open J u s  t r a p ; I  h ad  h im  
n a iled  to  th e  m a st.

Slipped  In to  a Sleeve.
A fte r  th a t  I  w orked th e  spoon in m y 

h a n d s  and  sa id  “ H o k u s pokus,” quick , 
a n d  slipped  it in to  m y sleeve. T hen  I 
w en t over a n d  took th e  o th e r  spoon o u t 
of B ill's  boot. B ill co u ld n 't say  a  w ord ; 
he  ju s t  s a t  an d  looked a t  me like a  c a lf  
t h a t ’s gone silly .

W ell, th e  la d y  a n d  th e  k id s  w ere  
tick led  by  th a t  tr ick . T h ey  th o u g h t it 
w as  r ig h t  up  in G. I  knew  Bill w as  
w ild , b u t I  th a n k ed  th e  la d y  a n d  w e 
P ulled  o u r  f re ig h t. I  believe in  being  
g ra te fu l, a n d  in show ing  a p p re c ia tio n  
fo r w h a t is done fo r you, a n d  1 w a sn ’t 
Soin’ to  le t B ill na il th a t  spoon. A w eek 
a f t e r  th a t  B ill a n d  m e h it C hicago, 
a n d  we b a th  got soft jo b s  in a  keno  
room .

W h a t’s th a t?  AA’h a t  d id  I  do w ith  th e  
spoon  I  p u t in  m y sleeve?  Oh, I so ak ed  
th a t  a t  th e  n e x t to w n  we s tr u c k  a f te r  
we le ft th a t  fa rm  house, a n d  we w en t o n  
a  b ig  tim e, B ill an d  Me.

ANACONDA URSULINE CONVENT
A side fro m  th e  pub lic  schools. A n a ­

co n d a  h as  a n o th e r  in s ti tu tio n  o f le a rn ­
in g  w h ich  c a n n o t be overlooked—the 
U rsu lin e  C onvent.

T he school is now  lo ca ted  in  te m ­
p o ra ry  q u a r te r s  on E a s t  T h ird  s tre e t,  
b u t w ith in  th e  com ing  y e a r  th e  new  
bu ild ing , a  m a g n ific en t s tru c tu re , to 
co st $100,000 w ill be com pleted . I t  is tha 
in te n tio n  to  h av e  th e  b u ild in g  re a d y  for 
o ccu p an cy  by the  open ing  of th e  school 
y ea r, w h ich  w ill be in  S ep tem ber.

In  sp e a k in g  o f th e  U rsu lin e  con v en t 
som etim e ago. F a th e r  C oopm an, w ho 
h a s  ta k en  a  deep In te re s t  in  th e  w elfa re  
o f th e  in s ti tu tio n , sa id ;

“ A s th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  w as d ra w ­
ing  to  a  close th e  U rsu lin e  n u n s  e n ­
te red  A naconda, open ing , u n d e r th e  
m o s t try in g  c ircu m s ta n ces , a n  acad em y  
fo r o u r boys a n d  g irls.

“P a t ie n t ly  th e y  h av e  w orked , to iling  
co n tin u a lly  to  ra ise  th e  m e an s  by  w hich  
th e y  cou ld  e re c t a  com m odious bu ild in g  
G enerous  h e a r ts  h av e  m e t them , and  
h av e  a id ed  th em  u n ti l  to d a y  w e feel 
p ro u d  to  see begun  th is  acad em y  w hich 
w ill be one o f th e  fin e st in  th e  w est; an  
in s ti tu tio n  th a t  w ill p rove  to  be a n  o r ­
n a m e n t to  o u r  th r iv in g  c ity  of A n a ­
co n d a .”

M any  a n n o y in g  d e lay s  h av e  been e x ­
perienced , b u t a t  la s t  th e  a s su ra n c e s  
h av e  com e th a t  th e  w ork  is soon to  b« 
p u sh ed  on th e  s tr u c tu r e  a n d  th a t  ea rly  
in  th e  s p r in g  w o rk  of co n s tru c tio n  will 
beg in  w ith  a  vim .

A y e a r  ago  it w as  th o u g h t th a t  th« 
b u ild in g  w ould  be rea d y  fo r occupancy  
by th is  tim e, b u t o b s tac les  ap p e ared  
w hich  fo r  a  tim e seem ed  a lm o s t u n su r-  
m o u n tab le ; th is  d ifficu lty  h a s  now  been 
overcom e a n d  th e  w ork  is to  go on.

G round  w as  b roken  fo r th e  new  a c a d ­
em y ea r ly  la s t  sp rin g , th e  in ten tio n  be ­
ing  a t  th a t  tim e to  p u sh  th e  b u ild in g  to  
com pletion  in  tim e fo r  the  open ing  of the  
fa ll te rm  of school. U n fo rtu n a te ly , a n ­
noy ing  d e lay s  in te rv en e d , a n d  w hile  th e  
b eg in n in g  of th e  school y e a r  is now  a t  
h a n d  sca rc e ly  n o th in g  h a s  been  done 
above th e  fo u n d a tio n s . I t  is hoped  now , 
how ever, th a t  no m ore o b s tac le s  w ill be 
m e t w ith , b u t th a t  th e  s tr u c tu r e  w ill be 
p u sh ed  fo rw a rd  to  com pletion  w ith o u t 
f u r th e r  delay .

T he  la y in g  of th e  co rn e r s to n e  o f th e  
p roposed  conven t took p lace  A u g u st 29 
la s t, w h en  im p ressiv e  ce rem onier 
m a rk e d  th e  ev e n t a s  a  M em orable oc­
casion . T he  s to n e  w as la id  by B ishop 
B rondel, a s s is te d  by th e  local a n d  s e v ­
e ra l v is it in g  p rie sts .

T he  new  b u ild ing  w ill be 117 fee t long 
by  85 fee t w ide a n d  th re e  s to rie s  in 
he ig h t, in  a d d itio n  to th e  b asem en t. I t  
w ill be f itted  w ith in  w ith  a ll m odern  
im p ro v em en ts , su ch  a s  e lec tric  ligh ts , 
s te a m  h ea t, b a th s , e tc.

T he d o rm ito rie s  w ill accom m odate  500 
pup ils, a n d  th e  d in in g  ha ll w ill s e a t a 
c o rre sp o n d in g  num ber. Ten room s in  th e  
b u ild in g  w ill be u sed  a s  rec ita tio n  room s 
a n d  fu rn ish e d  fo r th a t  purpose.

T h e  s tr u c tu r e  w ill hav e  tw o  en tra n c e s  
one on  A d am s s tr e e t a n d  one on Je f fe r ­
son  s tr e e t ,  fo r th e  use  of th e  pup ils  
T h a t  on A d am s s tre e t w ill be fo r th« 
exc lu s ive  u se  of th e  g k \s . w hile  th e  on« 
on Je ffe rso n  s tr e e t  w ill Le u - -d  by th« 
boys.
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