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MONTANA AS A STOCK RAISING STATE

This year's shipments of Montana
range cattle to the markets of the Easi
has been the smallest of any year since
1890. Up to last year the production ol
beef in this state had at no period fo
a decade fallen below 200,000 head. Last
year the shipments’ amounted to 180,05.
head, and this year there will be &
falling off of 10 or 12 per cent.

The following is a record of the ship-
ments of Montana range cattle for 15
years:

1885
1886
1887
1888 ..
1889
1890
1891 .
1892
1893
1894
1895
1896
1887
1897 .
1809 .
1900

A perusal of the table gives an idea
that Montana is producing fewer cattle
than in the past. This is partially true,
but it cannot be taken to mean that Mon-
tana's great industry—the live stock bus-
iness—is on the decline. Quite the con-
trary. While the range herd is fast be-
coming a thing of the past, for every
range steer that is butchered and shipped
out of the state several clover and alfalfa
fed cattle are substituted.

The steady settlement of the state has
curtailed the range privileges of the
large outfits and many of the big firms
have =old out their holdings. In fact
but few cattlemen are running more cat-
tle than they are repared to pasture
and feed during the winter.

Ten years ago there were many less
people in the state, There was a vast do-
main known as the public range. It was
really a boundless area, larger than

many states and principalities. It was
used by the cattlemen as a free range.
Some of the land belonged to the North-
ern Pacific railroad, much of it was un-
surveyed and the government held the
greater portion of it.

Since then, however,
changed. The railroads have started
their crusade for Immigration and a
great deal of the land is being settled
All the farm lands of the state are oc¢-
cupied and the great ranges of grazing
land that will never be any more than
grazing land is passing into the hands
of many owners.

While there are a number of big out-
fits still in the state, cattle rien agree
that they will soon be obliged to move
unless they can own all of their land.

It is estimated that there are 5,000,000
cattle in the state of ITowa. In Montana
there are in round numbers about 1,000,-
000 head. This state is many times the
gize of the state of Iowa, yet the latter
state produces five times as many cat-
tle.

This illustration is used to show the
differ between the range cattle busi
ness azd the winter fed cattle industry
as conducted in some of the older states.
has been a favorite axiom of the |
cattle man that it requires a 40-acre lot |
in Montana for every ste Under cul-
tiva , e ther through gation or on
the heneh of lowiands, 20 acres can be
made (o support many head of cattle, i

It is estimated by the best authorities
on the subject that 10 years will see tie
cattle of the state doubie and perhaps
treble in o . The range herd which |
Was sgarce ven attention, and never
shelter, wi succecded by a type of
animal that will produce a much better
beef and more of it. He will be owned
by many owners. Instead of spending
weeks under the protection of the wails
of a deep coulee and securing nothing
except that which he can rustle, the
coming beef animal of Montana will Le !
wintered in enclosures protected from |
the storms, and fed on alfalfa hay dur-|
ing the winter. It will not take him
half the summer to recover from the
storm of the winter, but when spring
comes it will find him fit for the slaugh-

things have

ter pens. But If fed during the summer
he proves the highest type of western
beef,

The markets this year have withall
been very satisfactory. There was a
tendency to slump when the drouth in
the Middle states caused a shortage of
the feed crop, but Montana range fed
cattle stood up well in the market and
brought excellent prices. The slump
tendency was reactionary, however. Au
thorities on the question have predicted
that there would be a beef famine, as
the number of cattle being fed during
the winter in the Middle states—in the
corn belt—is very much less than eyer
before. The beef consumption
c¢reasing annually, and there is no ques-
tion but the spring will see beef higher
than ever before. Y

1t is safe to assume that next yéar

Montana range cattle will bring a higher |

price than ever before, There is an

abundance of hay in stack In all parts 'of |
Generally speaking the alfalfa !
crop last summer was never larger and '

the state.

having some left over from last winter
cattle men are prepared to stand a long
winter.

The conditions which confront the live
stock industry in Montana at this time
are most promising. The prospective
high price of beef, the number of cattle
that will be ready for shipment mext
yvear, and the protection which the ranch-
men have from loss through the pro-

vision of large quantities of hay to feed |

during the winter portend well for the
future,

The quality of the beef shipped from
Montana this year compares favorably
with the records made during previous
sons. Indeed that was one of the not-
able features of this year’s round up.
While in numbers the scason sent fewe:
cattle to market, in quality Montan:
seritters” were not rivaled by the cattl
of the states to the south of here. There
{3 always a brisk market for Montana
range cattle.

The horse market has made wide fluc-
tuations during the last eight months
farly in the summer large shipmen:s
were made to St. Paul and Omaha. Per-
sons who shipped at that time made

is in-

| money. Several large bands were héeld
for shipment until later in the season,
? and the middle of August saw the bottom
fall out of the market. Many who
bought horses for speculation during the
early summer and shipped a month or
{two later lost money. The drouth caus-
ing a general shortage of feed was re-
| sponsible for the drop in the price f
horse flesh, Since, however, agents of the

British government and the United

States as well, have been in the market
| for horses of a certain description and a3
.a result many hundred head of young
| horses have been shipped to he used :n
foreign lands.

The averagas Montanan has today just
(cause to be proud of this young state,

This has been a banner year in our his-
i tory and the various statistics herewith

given present a most flattering showing
and will give a good idea of what one of
our princival industries—stock raising—
amounts to.

Prevailing favorable conditions have
decreased the number of stovk shipments
! this year and thus far nothing but prime
cattle have been shipped, whereas last
vear everything was rushed to market
that could be sold on account of the short
range.

Range conditions this year have been
of the best, and while few of the stock-
men are in need of ready money, they are
! able to held over their catue to another
| year with the hope of realizing a larger
profit on their investment.

Northern Montana, in particular, makes
a good showing, although other parts of
the state would probably not be far be-
hind, if the same reliable statis.ics were
obtainable from other nlaces.

The report from Cascade county shows
large shipments and that a large number
of cattle, sheep and horses will winter on
the ranges,

Beaverhead county presents a great
showing for its livestock interests. The
season has been a good one, anu all cat-
tle and stockmen have prospered accord-
ingly. Other districts also show up ex-
ceedingly well,

The territory contigous to Fort Benton,
beginning with the Highwoods on the

south, the Marias on the eas:, the narrow |

|

I

gauge on the north and half way between
there and Great Falls on the west, a circle
whose diameter is about 76 miles, has fur-
nished about 300 cars, or 6000 head of cat-
tle and 200 cars of sheep, or about 40,000,

About 2,000,000 pounds of wool have
been shipped from Benton station, though
some of that came from the Judith basin.
This same territory will winter about
35,000 head of cattle and 300,000 head of
sheep.

The cattle and sheep not only enter on
the winter in the best possible condition,
but the range is in splendid shape, and
practically everyone who uses hay has all
he needs or more. Hay is cheaper in this
section than it has been before in years,

In addition to the shipments from Ben-
ton, Galata, on the north, has shipped
about 500 cars of cattle, and Galata and
Cut Bank together have shipped 200 cars
of sheep. Big Sandy has shipped about
30 cars of sheep and 245 cars of cattle.

As all these places might be called con-
tiguous territory, the totals would be
something like this: Cattle, 23,000 head;
sheep. 80,000 head; wool, 2,000,000 pounds.

The cash value of these amounts to
considerable over $1,000,0vv.

While some of the horse snipments
have not been satisfactory to the buyers,
nevertheless the owners af range horses
have had more active sales and better
prices than for many years past. About
2000 head have been sold from this terri-
tory. The prices have varied from $6 to
$35 for unbroken range ..oraes, the cay-
uses bringing the bottom prices.

The estimate from the Great Falls mar-
ket of 1901 shipment Is:  Cattle, 2432;
houres, 13,338; sheep, 7200, and 26 mules.
Sales of livestock and sheep are approxi-
mately equal to the shipments with home
consumption added. There will be win-
tered in Cascade county about 225,000
head of stock, and in the countries tribu-
tary to Great Falls about 1,000,000. The
number of cattle wintered will probably
reach 15,000; horses, 25,0uv.

During the last year at least 60,000
sheep were driven out of Teton and Cho-
teau countles, and about 10,000 to Helena;
35.000 were driven to Culbertson from
Cascade.

‘“here are more cattle, mostly in small

bunches owned by small ranchers, on
the range this year than last. The pros-
pects for wintering in good shape are ex-
cellent. The range is in splendid condi-
tion, and it is probable that but little
feeding win be necessary.

Th@re is no wool in Cascade county and
none on hand in tributary country. The
amount of wool shipped from this point
was about 10,000,000 pounds. Not over
10,000 pounds were consigned. The aver=
age price received In this market was a
trifle over 13 cents,

During the season just closed there
have been shipped from Big Timber and
tributary country about 6000 head of
sheep and lamps and 4600 head of cattle,
Satisfactory prices were paid for sheep
and lambs this year, although the figures
were not as high as last year. Sweet
Grass county stock topped the market
both in weight and price for Western
range stock. For several years this
county has either been at the top, or
close to it. The excellent condition of the
cattle from this section 1s no doubt
due in part to altalfa feed, which I8 next
to grain feed. The shipments of wool
from this point last season amounted to
not quite 2,000 000 pounds.

At least half as much more would have
been shipped from here, but for a mis<
understanding regarding the freight rate
from Two Dot and Harlow, many ship-
pers being under the impression that they
could not secure the reduced through
rate unless they shipped to Billings.

It is estimated that there will be win=
tered in this vicinity about 350,000 head
of sheep and 23,000 cattle, The open
range is getting very scarce and the
feed on it is already eaten off. There is,
however, more land under fence than
ever before in this county and feed in the
enclosures is in abundance.

More hay has been put up by most
stockmen. One noticeable feature of th
horse business is the big i{mprovement
in stock, nearly every owner now breed-
ing to blooded stallions.

The season has been the shortest for &
number of years, which was due to the
late opening.

—_— |

MONTANA’SORGANIZED LABOR

Not in many a day has organized labor
in the West had such cause to hold up
its head with pride as is found in the
dbright surroundings of this Christmas
season. Looking backward over the rec-
ord of the past, or casting a glance for-
ward to what may be expected in time
to come, it's all the same. Good report
§s heard everywhere and up and down
the state are seen evidences of what
labor has accomplished for its upbuild-
ing as well as for tne permanent im-
provement of the commonwealth,

Not in all the state is a foundation
laid so firmly as the underpinning of
the state's labor unions. Dotting the
broad area of Montana from end to end
are substantial evidences that men have
been at work with tools of their trades
making vast changes in the face of the
landscape nature left when order was
called from chaos and a finished job was
made of the globe. Great forests have
been hewed down, the hills have been
tunneled for ore and swiftly great cities
have risen beside long stretches of iron
rails, the highways of the plains.

And while all these things have gone
forward in an amazing way and the
best work possible has been turned out
by skilled mechanics, there has been
much attended to that Is not in evi-
dence, but which forms the bulwark of
labor in the state. In every section of
Montana where labor is employed the
union has its watchful guardianship
over the welfare of the wage earner.
The forms and customs of labor are
recognized wherever a payroll is found
in the state. The regulations of the
unions are In force and the workers are

|

enjoying all the Dbenefits that can be
gained from earnest and complete or-
ganization.

Greatest in the World.

One of the strongest organizations in
the known world is the Miners' Union
of Butte. It is the parent organization
of the kind in the state and is well sup-
plied with all that makes a union soiid
with the community about it. Within
its ranks democracy prevails and the
republican form of government is car-
ried out. A vote of the members is the
highest power and from this there is
no appeal. Within its hall, where ali
meetings are held, men of undoubted
eloquence hold forth. It is a training
school where began the education that
has fitted many for public life in this
state and has whetted keen many a
sharp intellect and opened the way to
higher positions for #erthy: gnd ambi-
tious men. Splendid types of physical
and intellectual manhood compose lhel
membership and the gen whg are num- |
bered in its ranks is™Mts best guarantee |
of its future success,

What has been written of the Minears'
Union is true in , ‘oportionate degree
of all other labor organizations in the
city of Butte and in the state. They
are the best the world of labor affords
and when the cause of the wage earner |
needs fresh examples of enthusiasm or{
new ideas for its betterment, Montana |
Jlaboring men and Montana labor lead-
ers can deliver the goods.

Councils of Labor.

The Western Labor Union, whose pres-
ident is Daniel ..cDonald, is the organ-
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Here Are a Few of the

Buildings Constructed

During the Year 1901

Under the Supervision of

Architect M. D. Kern

Graduate of Royal Scheol of Architecture of
Wuerzburg and Munich, Germany

I‘yt.hian f.‘nstle, on South Main street, Butte. This is a modern
fraternity building, complete in every respect, is properly heated and

Reynolds & MeDowell Block, at the northwest corner of Colorado
It is a modern building.
the first floor; office and lodging rooms, 78 in all, on the two stories
Is eleetric lighted and heated.

Designing of the Monroz School, Butte.

temodeling of old McDermott, now the Finlen Totel.
Supervision of Silver Bow County Hospital,

In addition to the above the following buildings were ervected,

under the supervision of and from drawings furnished by M. D. Kern:
Walker Bros., Mcercantile Block, Salt Lake City

errace, Salt Lake City; Bourke & Cullack,
Terrace, Sult Lake City; Mrs, Jennings, Residence, Salt Lake (
Mrs. H, Suadler, Residence, Salt Lake City; City Hall, Rock Springs,
@: School House, Mountain Home, Idaho; Court IHouse, Rich-
ficld, Utah; Superintendent Joint City and County Building and
numerous Store and Office Buildings and Residences in Salt Lake City
and vicinity; St. Ann's Hospital, Anaconda, Montana; Designer of
Masonic Iall, Anavonda, Montana,

e S e

M. D. KERN & CO.

Architects and Superintendents
0:lice, Rooms 25-26. Owsley Block, Buite; P. 0. Box 1294

Family flats on

Cost, $39,000.

vi Walker Bros., Bank

acintosh, Masonic Hall, Salt Lake

0900000000000 06306202362€80

ization in which all the organizations
of the stats centers. Affiliated with this
central body are a large number of lq-
dependent branches, forming a strong
confederacy for mutual benefit, that is
one of the most effective forms in which
labor displays its strength. The Silver

Bow Trades and Labor assembly is the |
central body within whose council con- |

verges the local labor unions and all their
interests. Here plans are mapped out,
new departures arranged and settle-
ments effected between conflicting in-
terests. The mechanism of this body,
like that of the Western Labor Unlon,
works without a hitch and is one of the
marvels of its kind, typifying strength
and simplicity in its form and accuracy
and safety in working to the desired
end.

Among the well known men who take |

part in the work of orzanized labor in
Butte, Michael McCormick is conspic-
uous. He is an ex-president of the Min-
ers’ Union. Clarence Smith, secretary
of the Western Labor Unlon, iz also well
known. So is Luke Keliy. A hundred
others might be named—all good,
staunch defenders of the cause of labeor
and worthy of a place on its scroll of
fama,

Ciarence Smith, secretary of the West-
ern Labor Union, was interviewed to-
day by an Inter Mountain reporter con-
cerning labor matters in the West. H-
said:

We are living in an age of organiza-
tion—the organization of labor and th
organization of capitalism.
ists have accomplished
the organization of

wonders
industry.

with
Trusts

have ciearly shown that production can |
| be f

revolutionized—is being revolution-
ized—by the concentration of energy
and the elimination of waste that,; is
afforded by intelligent organization ol
industry,

We seldom hear nowadays the rampant
howl of the erstwhile popuiar politiclan
for the ‘“destruction of the trusts.' ..

The more thoughtful and more n-
sible student of industrial economy hgs
long since abandoned this theory of deé-
struction. J

He is now engaged In the constrhe-
tive work of evolving a system of jin-

dustry where every saving device of
consolidation can be utllized; not  for

individual bencfit, but fo: all the peo-
rle.

S0 has labor progressed in the mat-
ter of organization. The time was, and
not so very long ago, either, when to
be a union man meant not only to be a
man marked by employers,
regarded as a “crank" by many honest
and well-meaning people,

Time has not lessened the terrible
terror of the blacklist in the possession
of unscrupulous corporations, but the
years have greatly changed the public
mind regarding organized labor.

The best men everywhere now declare
that the organization of labor is not

only logical and right, but that it is an !
absolute necessity if the workers are to |

preserye their rights and protect their
interests.,

Many claim that labor has not kept
pace with capitalism in the matter of
organization, De that as it may, it is
certain that the progress made in or-
ganizing the working people has been
s0 great during the last few years as
to be simply marvelous, both in point
of numbers organized and the far-
reaching influence exerted by unionism.

Without reliable data from all. labor
organizations it is impossible to state
accurately -the increase during any
given time, It is safe to say, however,
that in the United States today there
are 52 per cent more organized work-

4 Ingmen than there were two years ago.

While it is gratifying to note the
progress made by organized labor In
every part of the country of late years,
it Is in the West that we see the great-
est and the most substantial gains,

Nowhere has organization proceeded
s0 rapidly; nowhcre has unionism ac-
complished so much for the worki
people, and nowhere is organized labor
80 strongly and permanently en-
trenched as In the inter-mountain &nd
Pacific coast states and territories.

A faint idea may be formed of the
gains made in point of numbers when
we consider that the Western Labor
Unlon, including the Western Federa-

tion of Miners, now has a membership
more than double that of two years
ago.

We can appreciate to some extent the
practical benefits achicved Ly the West-

Capital- |

but to be |

| ern labor movement by referring to the
' laws for eight hours for miners and
smeltermen in both Montana and Brit-
ish Columbia, and the opportunity pre-
sented to the working cople of Colorado
“to vote for legislation of great value
o them, at the next general election.
These matters are briefly mentioned,
without going into the numerous other
3 benefits secured in regard to wages, im-
| proved conditions of labor and the gen-
| eral protection afforded by the compact
" and effective Western organizations.
| And as to the soundness, permanency
 and effectiveness of Western unionism,
: let us look back and noie the prompt-
{ ness with which tens of thousands of
| dollars came to the relief of imprisoned
Coeur d'Alene miners; s:e the masterly
| legal fight that was made, and note the
sureness with which the niartial law
| governor was buried under the political
sod by the votes of Idzho union men.
So much for the past. At present the
labor movement is growing as never
{'before in the West. This year both the

Abstracts
of

Gitle

| Furnished

Gitles
Guarantreed

Gitles
Insured

The Most Complete
Sy stem Knoeon

Montana

Abstract
AND
Title In-

surance Co.
[INCORPORATED. |

504 Henncssy Block, Butte

Capital $40,000.00

Levi Davis, President.
Ed, Sharnikotw, Sec. Treas.

A complete title system, made
from their own books, which they
have been working on for over one
vear with some 12 pcople. Their
system is the most complete sys-
tem known. My, Davis has fol-
lowed this business over 32 years,
adopting only the best features of
different abstract systems. The
company's abstracts give the title
from the first locator down to the
present date, giving each transfer
in order, date, amount, grantor,
grantee, description of property
and all particulars which are lia-
ble to affcet the title. Each ab-
stract is also furnished with a plat
of the property, as well as page
of the tiransfers, in regular order,
which the eye can catch at a
glance.

The company is now ready to
furnish abstracts of title to Silver
Bow county. Mr. Lavis still con-
trols the Deer Lodge abstract,
which he completed some years
ago.

|
|
I
|
{
i
|
|
{
|

Western Labor Union and the Western
Federation of Miners provided for an
increasea assessment, and the bright-
est, most active and best organizers
were put permanently at work in the
Western fleld. 4

The result has more than justified the

wisdom of this practical policy., Both
organizations have almost doubled in

membership since last May. In Denver,

—in nearly all of the cities and mining
:amps of the West—there has been such
an interest in organization as was never
shown before.

Before another six months has passed
Butte will have more than one rival
for the reputation of being the best ore
ganized city in the country.

Again I say, this is the age of organ=
ization. The working people are fully
awake to the necessity of combining for
their own protection.

The great organizations of labor are
taking advantage of this favorable sen=
timent, and the result s that, in spite
of local dissension in one place and an
internal quarrel in another, the greatest
labor movement the world has even
known is being built up on a sound, in
telligent and practical working basis.

And the vanguard of this movement
is right here on the hills and in the
valleys of the Western mountain states
and provinces.

Mythology in Kansas.

“Some one in Kansas proposed that a
statue of Ceres be placed on the dome of
the new statehouse, but now he wishes
he hadn't made the proposition,” re=

down a Kansas paper.

“What's the objection?" asked the tele=
graph editor. ~

“Jt s urged that no one in Kansas
knows the lady, and that she was probae
bhly an actress anyhow.
that the figure of Chief Fewclothes, an
Indian, would be more appropriate a
an ornament to the dome of the Kansa
statehouse."”

«“Well, I should think that a statue of
Chief Fewclothes would be a nude des
parture at any rate.’—Pittsburg Gas

zette.

—

Leadville, Helena Anaconda, Kalispell

THE

Op ning
&-inch,
Open’'n
16-inch dve
full
10-inch dressed doils, same as
above, but vcal boantics..... 28¢
16-inch dressed do'ls, regu'ar
$1.15, Opening Price......vee
20-inch dressed dulls, rogular
$1.50, Opeiing Irice....... $1.00
Handronely cos‘umid dolls,
blondes or brun:ti s, reguler
$2.35, Orening Price........ 31.60
12-inch kid body, cork stuifed
dolls, long curcly hai
Openivg Price .............. $1.08

d dois, leng curly
ointed, bisgre

19¢

75¢

Moved From Hamilton St., to 225 E. Park

Toys, Games, Dolls,
Chinas, Shaving

Sets, Books,
And Mechanical Toys

In Endless Variety
Prices Absolutely Lower Than Elsewhere
A Distinct Bargaln in Every Article Priced

Dolis! Dolis! Dolis!

18-inch, same as above, regular - !
7%¢, Opening Price... .0 48C

22-inch, same as above, regular
$1.25, Opening Price,.... ... 75¢

16-inch kid body, cork stuffed
doils, full jointed, regular $1.50,

Opening Price ... .. 08¢
Genuine ‘‘Handwerck dolls, full

jointed, long natural curly hair,

size 10 inches, regular $2.50,

Opening Frice .....ivv.ee. $1.85
Same as ebove, sire 24 inches,

regular $3.75, Opening

Price [ > X 1.1
Asgorted games, Old Maid, Peter

Cecddles, Loito, Snap and many
cthers, Opening I'rice.......... §¢
Checkers, Opening Price.........5¢
Tidlledy Winks, Cpening

Price
Toy pairts in tin box,

Opening Price .c.ovvvvveineenes 86
Boys' and girls' sleds,

Opening Price .. ..28c
Toy dishes, Opening Price...... 10¢
Linen picture books,

Opening ’rice -.5C
Chatterbox, Opening Price...83¢
Collar and cuff boxes,

Curening Price cioeivssiivvaes.s 48€
Toilei boxes, Open‘ng-Price.... 50¢
Phoie baxes, Openiag Price... 75¢

tesssass o sesasssecsness 10C

TOY WRINGERS, Regular Price $1.00, now 5C¢

The KFair, 225 E. Park

marked the exchange editor as he laid

1t is the opinion




