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BUTTE'S tlGI" rOR SUPR[MACY.

When the copper iloduceirs of Michi-
gan who lta e pI•olllil by the high
price maintained l by Montlan Interests

colnclude to ti in I , .t,'inle the prlc• i

of the red rct,,. i th .ere w ill be aj
sudden and glorious h •lrc for the
better In what ist callb I tihe 't lpp.r sltu-
ation." And Ither ar, iiliihiatiorns that
the dlay is not fart ' .t y i ii hiti ursI
will he adopt,l,. 'l'h, eaxig i, •.ix of t1tI,
case, as thy i. ar lue not vins I by ]Lai;.
prodiucers, reiuit thtt t.i y aba;tldlon
their formen r [ii in t I tIurn toi at s,'n i-

Ible bu ,ine(,s cnurt :,,. 1'h,' 'pri at \'hlich
copper Is now s'lline ha:s •o'nl the ey'.s
of Eastern Ilr ucr.t'r: i o !!thi benefit.i
thiley have hlon lre•, \ i nll. - 1111id the'

recent drop has ' r I ' (ani e' , I hr'lll that
fluc'tuating pri,:a \\ i ll in tinn penalizi
them so !'ea'ily in guaritslltll to theirI
cu.tiiicrs that thtlr: Ibu in.., will tie
seriously erippl 1. liow tih t lp,.r ipro-

ducers in tl le L.iu regionl i •*,n at thel

sch ieme fot r C ,anlr'1 1 't i ; u i .ith other

omipl•lies del ,mtl. u aI oil l \ . ox Is
gored. While thl, 'eopauiies operating
Montana mines he te iburndiun tof ke.p.
Ing up the pric e, there was tiln prospect

of united at tin ilomnIg the prinipall:
producing ni lll . 'fi:e Ltake region

owners dliregl. 1,I thihir i tvn lnlteresti s
0 long that t " 'iugh I i catltmityi

Upon thenisl\ t es. 'i' 'p1i. 01.' I l' i lli'n ,
of Butite, by I,".-a, ol t!i, ." :,hrtallm , r
workings and valuable bl-iprollcts, ',t:l
produce copper Iat a prlitit \i Ltn thli Iln-
tive 'copper mines of thei l i , i' I ,;ill

lo ling mtort'e Iht., Ihl, proc"',.i., in op.ra.l-
ing expenses. As thile ilatte.r Ii\w nstanlds
it looks very in ii s if tlii t i llo talna In-
terests had the :ia i i' i r 1l.' l i [l'.S (iIn

the hip and wiNl forcei' a soill ,lilnen upln.l
terms that will insure IastIin l prosperity
to this state. WVli'nI this oIluincle in the
way of Butte's miliing interests is :sur-
mounted another mark will '•t, addlled
to the credit of sound bu' iIe•s judg-
ment exercised in the interiests of this
district. Another and fully as grave it
peril was removed a few yearsll ago.
When the workings of Blutte's nilnes
reached a depth where endless litigation
was threatened by shafts touching veins
which, because of the claims of owners
of adjacent ground, would produce law-

.suits and ore In equal amount, it looked
squally for every interest that rested upon
the foundation provided by Butte cop.
per. But by entering Into a scheme
which assembled the companies into one
profit-sharing concern, the prospect of
endless litigation over ore veins, with its
attendant evils to workingman and em-
ployer alike, vanished, and all seemed
fair sailing in Butte. Now, Montana
mining Interests are fighting to restore
the price of copper to the mark at which
it stood during the halcyon period of the
camp, when the confidence In Butte's
future became so well, established that
an army of men in the building trades
was busy adding to the splendid struc-
tures of the city. The fight of Montana
copper Interests is the fight of every
resident of the state. Never had Butte
and Montana such need of staunch
champions as now. By the skill and in-
telligence of able and resoiurceful min-
ing men, the war has been carried intclhe enemy's country, and terms are
being dictated to Eastern producers
which they must accept or be' remitted
to an exhausting period of loss and de-
pression. The fight made for Montana
copper interests is winning 'because II
ought 'to win. The .brightest day thai
ever shone upon the state will da•wr
when the victory is complete.

The New Year's announcement of the
Great Falls Leader was that the Boston
& Montana senelter would start up Jan-
uary 15. This cheering bit of news is
based upon the fact that repairs now In
progress will be completed then. More
men will be employed than ever before,
and the Falls City will rejoice in added
prosperity.

It is the plan of President Htoosev lt
to have an examiner look into the affairs
of corporations and publish the resulti
of his scrutiny after the nlitner of .,
bank examiner. This plln .is generally
admitted to be the correct solution of
the trust problem.

During the past year 1200 fire insurance
oompanies went to the wall. The total
fire loVses in the United Btates was $170,-
000,000 The companies were simply
burned to death.

Congress will re-assemble January 7
to take up the burdens of legislation.
The session may last until June.

In picking out cabinet officers, Presi-
dent Roosevelt has again succeeded in
"winning the West."

It is a well known political axiom that
a green statesman does not make a fat
treasury

A RECORD BREAKING YEAR.

These bhe reerrd.breaking times. The

new year starts off under a very auspl-
elous star. Not in history has the coun-
try's business rested upon more sure
foundations or the way been smoother
for the vast undertakings in which many
are engaged and all are Interested in
seelng succeed. During the month of
January there will be disbursed as divi-
lends and interest In New York, Boston,
Philadelphia and Chicago the tremen-
dltis sum of $210,000,000. This sets the
dividend disbursements at the top notch,
biating all former records and scatter-

ing among investors a sum equal to
nearly one-half the amount annually ex-
iended to ruln the United States govern-
nent. In the city of New York It is esni-

mated that dividends paid during the
tlist nionth of the year will amount to
$100,000.000-almost $2 per capita for the
contltry's populllttion. The' balance shets
which tell the story of suicess in busi-
ness circlesr during the past year speak
in no uncertain tones. Prosperity has
b'celn abroad in the land.

It Is e5sltinitetd that Ilivldends through-
out tith country falling due on the first
of .;Inuiiary tllhis year amount to $1500,000,-
(00. T''hose who have money ,invested in
lusill,(:4 :tre reevl ving slpledid profits,

labor gets its full share and the mer-
chant dolesnr't have to walk the floor de-
$nlliring of hlle ubllity to meet bills. Hlow
ine's Ih•t', ihltanged sinice the counltry

was deliv't,rd fro demlnocratic mlsllan-
agement!

DtPARTMENT Of MINtS.

Only three divisions of the United
l:atits ac, wi\\throut mines. They are

I,ouishlna, I)klahomln ansd the D),strict of
'olumbia. In every other section of the
outlrltly 'ininlg Is c'laHssed with the Im-

torlanlt industries. Thre output of the
nillnles for the year 1900 reollched the top
littc.h in nlneral history, the great tital

Ieing $1,291,2,21,f579. This value is vactly
'xp;ildet Maien the products tare Usedi

in the proc'.t's- of IIi:tllll ture. Int the
si' t' of (' cop't er, Iron and other IIettllt the

value giv'en by the iskill of workmen Is
Illlolellsurthlt,. ' 1The agglegatlevalu e if
the lnin.•e' products It so stupoldous :as

to invi\'lt tiI( .attenti ii of tiattc.s len to

Ilo' lrolel m tof Iprotertling anIId enoutlr:g-
ilng tho intlitstr'y. No other counltr.y in
tlh \\h 'worn Ii l)m - s r1, l th \\wou: lth 11n I..
Ill1::, :llIl inll Io 1 i(.lllltr l " ha-s .o,) liltt,.

1(0n dole inl the way of encourali,,il;

ailnilng intere t. The I.hI ll introdt.e.d by
l tepresC, tttiv1 WVoodls (if ('alifornia, p,"o-
tilling fri' 'a , enrtettry 'of nliii Sns In the

:atine't, ought to pass. Every section

of the Wen is Intereutiti in the teientioni
:f t'his depr'i) t te. t of /love nlmlen t. ltl.l-
I.ss c')iionnected with II'itiing 4\ h.h is
1ovw rompelled to drag its teI liou., \\ay

through the general land olllce. will
unditler the' new bill he trantsaetetd expe-
ditiiusly through th(e Iepartllllct iof

mines. This new Juris•tlltio would be
it 'boon to the West. I\,,ry section \\ouuli
be benefited by its pIrol'isnlls, and it
should beionte a la w.

One of the things Montana has to be it
thankful for is that the governors who
met In llHelena made no iattempt to burn U
red fire an.l furnish a basis for sensa-
tional dispatchis. The meeting was held
In Montana because the governors In- c
vited themselves her'.. It Is fortunate v
they did not give sections remote from the
meeting place an o'ppl.rtuni'y to discredit
this state. What was said and done at 8
Helena was very much to the point, and a
no intimation of hostility to all organized
capital was given out. This is a matter
for congraltulllhtion. Montana has had
rather tio mutlh of Ilanboyllnt manlfesto
against capital. The visiting executives s
displayed a keen sense of the proprieties. a

When Lyman J. Gage turns over the r
treasury cash to his successor there will
be a grand total of $581,000,000 in gold In
the vaults. The condition of a treasury
bursting with wealth is so much more
satisfactory than the lean period of demn-
ocratic rule that any reference to those
gloomy times is saddening.

'The new secretary of the treasury is
being praised by Eastern papers. Com-
ing from a town of less than 4000 inhabi-
tants in a Western state, (lovernor
Shaw's rioc itlin Is surprisingly cordial.
The Western man's day Neems to have I
dawned at Washington.

The city government would display
prudence and wisdom and a true regard
for economy if it would clear from
Butte's streets the heaps of building ma-
terial which cause injuries to pedestrians
and form the basis of damage suits.

The Spokane Chronicle objects to an
appropriation of $100,000 for Washington's
exhibit at thet St. Louis fair, and advises
champions of the project to think again.
Montana seems nut to have given the
matter the first thought as yet.

There is more money per capita and
more money in circulation in the United
States than there ever was in any coun-
try in the world at any time in its his-
tory.

Citizens of the state of Montana area showing by their contributions to the

1 Daly memorial fund how readily they re-
spond to di'mands upon public spirit.

When a blaze of publicity is turned upon
the trusts the people will know how to

7 Judge the great combines and separate1. the wheat from the chaff.

Mr. Carnegie has declined to give Spo-
kane a library. It is possible the mag-

n nate intends to curtail the volume of his

generosity.

t RIchard Croker still rem•lna Tam-Lt many's leader, and it is generally agreed

that the remains are too dead to ,bury.

ARBITRATING ON ARBITRATION "'
[New T.rk Times.]

A fozeman druggist has been fined
$100 for putting up a prescription con-
trary to the physician's directions.
There Is yet hope that the man who con-
;strlclei the swindling bottom foi the
strawberry box and the other trlap laid
by dtealers for a confiding public may be
brought to Juntice.

Chief of Pollee Thurston, who suc-
ceode•l the notorious DIevery at thq -head
of New York's polthte force, is appafently
a.s rnuh superior'. to hist predecessor as
Low .is to 'tokei'r.

If the tariiff queii4ttlon is op'.nf'tl by con-
grexa, it will be hauit to dra' the
lint and say weiltre the tink .ring+ shall
stop. A saf.' plan is to iet w\\ell lough
alone.

(;overnotir Ilunit o Iidaho favors the
gove'rnment olwnLVIsitlp otf railroads, but
couliL Inot bring the governo'rs who met
at Hlelena to take this v'iew of the case.

Kalispell hins of late becouie a ngws
center for sensational happenings, rail-
way a•, rick leading the plrocesiton, and
lilt ary dunlatitons trailing In the rear.

The experlence of Iulgarlan :brigands
in the Stone case ustifilles the belief that
they will swear off abducting as a meas-
ure of econoly.

Jolllutehcker's' rates have made It
cheaper for Elasternl people to pay a
visit to Mollntana thait to .tay at home.

The new possessions of the United
States are working out their financial
salvation by intelligent industry.

Kindly Advice to the Decrepit.
[Denver Rlepublican.]

Between it poor gr'allde ul' baseball In
sumtmer and wrnl'lgnllig all wititeri', it is
about titite the Natiotnal leagu;e gave
place to atin iorganlzation that has the
real illterests of the naltional gate at
heart.

Discrecon.
[Louisville Times.]

Gerltmany lmay, in her hear't, repudiate
the Motnroe doctrine, but der' kaiser goes
to th•e trouble of assuri'g U.'ncle SamI
that the naval demoinstI I'rutlott againal
Vetnezuela is made solely for the Ipurpose
of collectintg a little bill, and not for ac-
qulring tet iltory.

Where They Love Elongated Words.
l'hiladelphia Timtnes.

A democratic victory In the Hub is
locally recorded as "the cataclysm that
swept over lBoston last week." Boston
is tihe place vwhere all the words of the
dictionary at some .time or other get
their innlings.

Wanted-A Fiend.
[('hilago !tecord-Hetrald.

I Let congress now lignoret all other reso-
'lutions in regard to the nmatter, vote
Schleya sw\vord like Dewey's, and may
the foul fiend fly away with the man or
officer who seeks to make personal cap-
ital by ktolping the country stirred up
over it deadt issue.

Republics Are Often Thoughtless.
[lHIosto Herald.]

It looks queet' to see the original of
General Grant's t'legram to SecretaryI Stanton alnouuncig, in Geueral Grant's

f own handwriting, the surrender of Gen-
eral Lee, selling in an auction room.
IUncle Sant ought to acquire that for
keeps.

e One Man's Delightful Illusion,
e [Denver Post.]
J. H. Anderson, a Kansas City man,

thinks he is the husband of ,Helen Gould
and owns all the railroads west of the
Missisisippi river. The physicians who
n would endeavor to oure suoh a delight-
ful case of insanity as that should be
ostracized by every lover of true hsppl-

t ness In the land.

P. M. G. Payne.
[Chicago Inter Ocean.]

A broad-minded, practical and thor-l ough American president will naturally

surround himself with advisers of like
character. Both the president and post
of his present advisers thoroughly u.n-I- derstand the situation. The selection of

d Mr. Payne is an augury that like princl.
pies will govern any other ohangeai

PE SO.NAL,

The czar has conferred the Order of
St. Anne, third class, on his dentist, Dr.
Wolloson, an American.

* *

After forty-two years' service In the
navy Captain RIichard Leary, at one
time governor of Guam, has made appli-
cation for retirclement oni the ground of
ill-health

Professor Emlyn Lewys, until recently
a r'csidelnt of London, is lecturing in
.his country on Janism, the Protestant-
lsm of India, as opposed to the Vedas,
IBrahmanism and the caste system.

Governor Pleasant Porter of the Creek
Nation has induced Congressman De
CGraffenried of Texas to prepare a bill
providing for the admission of Indian
boys to the West Point milita-y
academy.

Dr. Moses Merrill, head master of the
Hoston Latin school for more than forty-
three years. has resigned qn account of
declining health. He is one of the best
known educators in this country and
famous as a disciplinarian.

The state department has been offi-
clally advised that the crown prince of
Slam, Mahn VaJiravudh, has completed
arrongements to visit the United States
next O)ctoln'r. No member of the royal
family of Slam has ever visited America.

Professor Tingelstad, recently ap-
pointed professor of Scandinavian lan-
guages and literature at the University
of North Dakota, is in Copenhagen
studying Old Norse and other branches
in his line of work at the University of
Copenhagen.

Professor Orme Masson of the UTni-
versity of Melbourne, who has been
commissioned by the Indian government
to report on the new university for sci-
ence and research to be opened, proba-
bly at Bangalore, is recognized as one of
the foremost chemists in Australia.

Still Another Stradivarius.
[Boston Transcript.]

Another Stradivarius has turned up,
this time ubeing sold for 25 cents. This
one had the name blown in the bottle,
too.

Ostracized.
[Loul;ville Courier-Journal.]

Neither the republicans nor the demo-
crots of the. senate will give Wellington
any committee places. He 'Is not only a
man without a party but a man without
a country.

BUTT! CURINT NOTES
Orton Bros.-Pianos and organs. "

:No business transacted at the meeting
of the board of library trustees yes-
terday for want of a quorum.

A bulidng permit was issued yesterday
to F. G. Ferguson for a 10-room house
on lot 5, block 7, South Main street.

J. 0. Bates, tuner, Montana Music Co.,
119 N. Main st. Tel. 504. *

W. S. Griffith, sheriff of Valley coun-
ty, is in the city on his way to Warm
Springs, where he took a patient for the
insane asylum.

The final account of Public Admin.
istrator Collins, filed in the district
court, shows a balance of $364 in the
estate of Michael Spoo.

It has the aroma, and it burns steady
-try one, a Harvard cigar. *

In the Western Wagon and Grain
company bankruptcy case, attorney
Kirk has been allowed a fee of $100 by
Judge Knowles for his services in behalf
of the creditors.

Dr. Hansen, surgeon and specialist, 811-
ver Bow block. X-ray examinations. *

"'Patrick J. Calkin has sued Johanna
Foley in the district court to foreclose a
mortgage of $1000 and collect a prom-
issory note for tha t amount, the
mortgage covering a portion of the
Switzer lode claim.

All the January magazines at the P.
O. News Stand, 57 W. Park. *

Charles Kerr and William Jones,
charged with robbing William Meyers
of $1 and a watch worth $5 and bound
over by Justice Taylor to answer to the
charge, have appealed to the district
court. They are at liberty on bonds of
$500 each.

Bowling, pool, billiards, Thornton
hotel basement. Finest alley and par-
lors. *

The receiver of the Gamer-Walker
investment company, Frank Dolan, has
petitioned the district court to be al-
lowed to sell the fixtures, furniture and
other property of the company. The pe-
tition will be heard by Judge Harney
on January 11.

Attorney C. F. Kelley returned from
Helena last night, where yesterday he
made a successful application to the su-
preme court for a writ of supervisory
control in the matter of the Heinse at-
tempt to secure ans order for the explora-
tion of the Anaconda mine.

We are the agents of the Hall Safe
C'o.; large safes made to order, smaller
sizes carried in stock. Montena Liquor
company. *

Martin Pishkur, who acted as a jailer
during P. H. Rtegan's term as sheriff of
Silver Bow county, was tried in Justice
Olsen's court yesterday on a charge of
assault in the third degree on his wife
last Saturday, found guilty and fined $1
and costs. The defendant acted as his
own counsel.

The Inventory recently filed by Public
Administrator Collins shows that the
estate of George Bruder, the Butte man
who was found dead near the railroad
track at Dillon several months ago,
contains three watches worth $15, cash
tJ the amount of $1194 and 60 acres of
ground In Oregon of no value.

You won't go wrong as long as you In-
sist on having a Harvard cigar. Best
all Havana filler, and best American
union labor make. *

Judge McClernan has issued an order
in the suit of W. B. Gladding against
T. J. Ellis requiring the latter to show
cause why he should not be enjoined
from withdrawing 20,000 shares of the
capital stock of the Beaverhead Copper
Mining and 'Smelting company from the
First National bank, pending the de-
termination of the suit. The hearing
will be had on January 11t.

The British Empire Improving.
[Milwaukee Sentinel.]

One-eighth of the British empire's
population are of British descent; the
remainder are ascending.

Who Can It Draw FromP
[New York Sun.]

The democratic party has considerable
discarding to do before it can get any-
thing like a tolerable hand.

Sweet Enough to Eat.
IPittsburg Chronicle-Telegraph.]

Mrs. Gaswell-The czar of Russia now
has four daughters.

Mr. Ga.9well--Oh, the dear little czar-
dines!

Different Meaning.
[Washington Star.]

President litoosevelt apparently feels
that a distinction should be made be-
tween taking advice and receiving posi-
tivo instructions.

THEATRICAL CONDITIONS AND THEIR CAUSE
(Denver Republican.)

Special Sale
At Newbro's

Chamois Jackets
These vests have Lnitted, self-ad.
justing sides, lnsuring a perfect

fit. All sizes, for tena and women.

$1.50 Each
Special Sale This Week.

NEWBRO DRUf CO
North Main St.. Butte.

Montana
Undertaking Co.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
EXPERT EMBALMERS

The elegant modern equippages of
the Windsor stables for funeral
corteges.

THOS. LAVELL. President
THOS. SULLIVAN. Manager

'Phone 85. 123 E. Park St.

m

You Won't
Be Lonely

There's one of the best things
about going East via the Burling-
ton-you won't be lonely.

Burlington trains are almost al-
ways filled.

They carry people from all parts
of the world. There's a "We're-all-
one-family" atmosphere In Bur-
lington trains that is as refreshing
as it Is rare.

Omaha, Chicago, Kansas City,
St. Louis, Denver and EVERY-
WHERE.

Tickets, berths and information
at this office.

PHIL. DANIEL:. Auen.
!S East rodlrewa, 4u. Mont.

PENVTHE BIOGRANDE
OENV[b"I N

Travel During thle Pall

and Winter Ieason

The journey to the East 1A Salt
Lake City and along the sa~es
of the Great Salt Lake through
beautiful Glenwood, Colorado
Springs and Denver is one of un-
interrupted delight in winter as well
as sulamer. In fact, the fall and
winter season adds but a new
grandeur and charm to the travel
scenes and Infuses an element of
variety and beauty to the unsur-
passable whnders along the RIG
Grande Western and Denver & Rio
Grande lines. Through Sleeping
and Dining Car service. Personally
conducted weekly excursions. For
rates or Information apply to,

Tioket Office W. r. MoBRD•E
47 e. Broadway, Butte. Ben. Agent

GEORGE W. HEINTZ,
Assistant Gen. Pass. Agt.,

Salt Lake City.

In Our New Store,
KING BLOCK
Park, West of Ac-
ademy, give us a
New Year Call

CARDER WALL PAPER CO.
C. V. Frauzman, Prop.,
Present Location 64 W. Park

I
The latest phase of the dispute betnsen

Chile and Argentina appears to Involve
the intricate proocesa of arbitrating upon
a former and not yet completed a4itra-
tion, with a possability that a tlhirdil.
tration upon that second may At be
called for, and a fourth upon thatirdt;
and so on indefinitely.

Briefly stated, the two countries three
years ago agreed to submit the diltuted
boundary line to British arblt tlon.
Such arlitration and dellmitatlor can-
not, of course, be completed in w' day,
nor In a year. In this case it is no done'
yet. A year ago, recognizing th fact,
that the decision was still afar of, the
two countries made a mutual agre)ment,
to await it patiently, and In the ea2p-
time to take no steps toward stren then-
ing the hold of either upon the dip uted
territory. I

It In this latter agreement whichls the'
present crux. Argentina accuses Chile
of having violated It by constructing
military strategic roads in the disputed
territory and in other ways. And since
Argentina sent a few policemen thither
to maintain if possible the status qalo,
Chile retorts with a charge that Argen-
tlhi has invaded Chilean--or at least
dlispulted -- territory with military ^htll
force. The latest suggestion Lq that this
diipute shall bea submitted to lizlItidh alr-
bilration. That would be well, If that
would be the end of the matter. lJut
what guaranele Is theire that the two
countries will await the result of the
second arbitration any more patiently
anl loyally than they did that of the
first?

There is a grim Irony, toro, in the scene
of the dispute. It Is In the region known
as Last hlope-a fitting name for a wlhd
and desolate waste away down in Pata-

I
gonia. The entire value of the disputed
land in that region is scarcely equal to
that of the Ink that has been used over
it-not to speak of the blood that would
be shed in even a little war. Neverthe-
less, petty as it Is, It is an ample casus
belti for two powers if they want to fight
and are looking for a pretext for war.
It is to be hoped such is not the case
with these. Yet the suspicion has for
some time been growing that one of
them, strong, enterprising and self-re-
liant, aspires to a dictatorship over all
neighboring states, and that the other
thinks it is about time such aspirations
were pretty sternly checked. As we
have hitherto urged, there Is no adequate
cause for war between Argentina and
Chile. But if one is forced, It 1i to be
hoped it will decisively and forever settle
some matters which have long been a
potential menace to the peace of the
South American continent.

Grief Easily Restrained.
[Kansas City Journal.]

The country will make a heroic effort
to bear up under Its grief at the dis-
charge and humiliation of Historian
Maclay.

As Hanna Really Is.
[Mail and Express.]

More people are learning every day
the vast difference between the Hann.
of the yellow cartoon and the Hanna of
real life.

Too Much for a Colonel.
[Louisville Times.1

A Kentucky colonel has eaten 30 quaillin 30 days and offers to wager $1000 that
he can do it again. Substitute drinks of
water for quail and it's a go.

I
The New York Dramatic Mirror as-

sorts that the theatrical business in the
metropolis otTers a startling contrast to
the prosperity that is evidenced in other
lines, and the most of the theaters are
lusing money.

The Mirror lays the blame of present
conditions on the theatrical syndicate
which not only controls affairs in New
York, but which virtually holds the book-
ings of outside cities in the hollow of its
hand. It takes occasion to flay the syndi-
cate for the poor grade of plays pro-
duced, and one is led to Infer from the
tenor of the article that there is little
hope for better t' es in theatrical circles
until the business shall be once more
established on an Independent basis.

Certainly none will dispute that the
general tendency of the American stage
has been toward less worthy plays since
the syndicate became such a 'powerful
factor In making productions and in
controlling the destinies of plays and
players. In outside cities, such as Den-
ver, where the syndicate control of
bookings is well nigh absolute, the ten-
dency has been toward a light and frivo-
lous class of productions, at the expense
of the more artistic class. It is argued
that this kind of offering pays best, but
this puts 'the stage purely on a sordid
plane and Is the most alarming and dis-
quieting excuse the managers can ad-
vance. If the tendency is to shelve
everything thOt does not promise 'to bring
in big box office receipts, art will gradu-

ally be crowded from the stage, the play-
ers themselves willl lose all sense of the
igher phase of their calling, and the ed-

ucating influence of the drama will be
lost.

if the people of New York are refusing
to patronize the hodge-podge that Is be-
ing dished up to them, however, it shows
that there is hope of a better outlook.
It Indicates that the managers who have
been so cocksure In declaring that art
does not pay have been mistaken. Per-
haps a ghastly season of failures in the
midst of general prosperity will convince
those at 'the head of American theatrical
affairs that commercialism should not
always obtrude itself at the feast.

That Good Old Name.
[Salt Lake Tribune.]

The descendants of the late John
Smith are to be again without represen-
tation in the cabinet.

"Busy, Call Again!"
[Topeka State Journal.]

Wireless telegraphy Is all right, but
what some people need is a voiceless sys-
tem of telephony.

Trouble on the Line.
[St. Joseph News.]

It seems that the operating depart-
ment of this country's railroads needs
bracing up. Too many wrecks have re-
cently occurred,


