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It is yet too early to give any definite

assurance' as to the result of ('aptain

Couchh's illness, but it is opportune to

state that his early recovery will he
viewed with pleasure by every man who

knew him intimately during the past

thirty years. In Northern Montana he

built a beautiful home some years ago,

and there he Intended to spend the

evening of his life. It is the hope of
all that Providence wkill not interfere

with his design. He left Montana five

years ago a very rich man and Lbecam

interested in gold placer dredging. Tih.

result of his operations is unkaown, hut

it is quite certain the is the posscssor of
a handsome fortune, which his many

friends hope he will be spared to enjoy

in his old age.

TIE POLICE fORCE ROW. n

Yetytl:y 'llndd the ternI (f suspe•,llont) b

of liI' four pIolticmen ove'r w\ihose. (tcas^s

stulh it \'aIrnl disiculson wit had at th1I'
lnass-meting ex'erses held one P-bbath 'll

afternoon Iteiently. The nln l suspend(I 'l Si
withdrew their nmandltus cal e ' 'rin )fll|

the 01O uts, the mayor mnet theml hail c0
"way, and the whole matter' hits been
iatched up and adjustedl to thle stis- p

fa;t'i",ll of on(' of the pwrtla's cncel'n-,d. .

One of the ollieI'.r suspelnded go)es buck 1

on the force. lie took his star and baton 'I
yesterdayanil was placed on the pay-roll. a
The olthers will enjoy uatolher loitlith or iI
suspe.nse. At the end of that tet tll, it c

is lulted, they \will look chastIned in the ft
Ilnayor's ight and will be reilstated. ci
The i hole mattler, withl its suc'ctpsilt of ,e

stori•s and 'alms., has bIeen anl excursion o
off the beaten( path of l'ecedunt, and d

Buttc's oldest inhabitants wvill attest tt
that they nev'er heard the like of itf. t
In I'he formation of city plolltisn, such si
Incidents ouculr but seldom, but they are r
ulllenl(4llhly t'ilt to all whose snose of a
the grotesquei a to is pealed to y this form r
of by-play. Another lawsuit, it is said, y
will be started to collect salaries dIi r
the three ipolicemen who are still out In
tilte cold. The mayor has made good his .t
epigralilmmnatic threat to suspend the Ilmen
for thirty days once a month, and he
stih s up ,a sult against the city each time o

he swings the official scepter.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE.

The bill providing for a del)partment o of
commerce in the cabinet, If it becomes
a law, will take away from the treas-

ry dtlepartment a great number of

duties that can hardly be said to 'belong
in the brlanch of government through
which they are now operated. The life-
saving servlce, lighthouse board, light-
house service, marine hospital service;
steamboat inspection service, 'bureau of
ntavigation and United States shipping
commissioners, bureau of immigration,
bureau of statistics, coast and geodetic
survey, commissioner of railroads, 'cen-
sus office, patent office, department of
labor, commissioner of fish and fish-
eries-all Ohese will 'be 'taken out of the
department presided over by Secretary
Bhaw and placed where their affairs
may be handled more expeditiously. It Is
i matter of general wonder that a de-
partment 'has not been oreated long 1
ago to take from the treasury branch
the burdens entailed by the long list of
duties which should never have found
a place there.

Complaints have come In frotm Several
garts of the state criticising the as-
sessor's for not adopting radical tax
measures at their recent meeting In
Butte. It is seldom that interference
with tax levies is justifiable, and tinker-
ing by those who have not made the
subject a special study generally gives
bad results, The asseesors had no au-
thority to adopt heroic measures In
dealing with the questions before them,
and it is the general opinion that they
did about right In letting well enough
alone.

Tie Minnesota legislature will meet
In a few d'ays to pass a special assess-
uent law. Judging from the provisions
of the bill which is now considered the
best measure proposed, the legislators
would better adjourn as soon as the
gavel falls, and let taxation matters go
on as they are. The new bill taxes
savings 'banks deposits 3 per cent, and
that is just the rate of interest allowed
by the banks.

Bryan naively remarks in his last
tissue of tihe Commoner: "Both writing
and speaking furnish such a desirable
occupation that one does not see the
loss of a little thing like (the presi-
diency." It would indeed be a sure
mtWiction for the Nebraska colonel to

be compelled to keep silent long enough
to perform the duties of a presldential
term, Bryan would sooner be wrong
than presIdent.

Tilt CONSTITUTIONAL CWUiWIu.

About the silliest scheme brought to

public notice during recent years Is the

movement for a general ovenhauling of

the United States constitution. Osten-

slbly it is a project 4o secure the elec-

tton of senators by a direct vote of the

people, but in realty it amounts to a

plan for shaking up the entire founda-

tion of the government. Under ordi-
nary circumstances a single amendment

to the constitution can be made 1by con-
gress taking the Initiative and subm+t-

ting the proposed change to a vote of

the people. But, in the estimation of
those who are behind the movement to

convene a gathering of delegates and

bring about election reforms in choo.4-

Ing senators, the extremity In which
the country now finds Itself calls for
extraordinary measures. Colorado, Ne-
vada. Michigan, Oregon, Idaho and
Montana have called upon congress to
take the steps necessary to bring dele-
gates together for the purpose of
amending the constitution. If twenty-
four other states Join in this request the
door will be opened to indiaeriminate

tinkering with the fundamental laws of
the United St:tces, and the nation will
present a spectacle for men to marvel
at. For, be It remembered, the work of
a constitutional convention cannot be
confined to a single item of the law. The
election of senators by direct vote is of
diminished importance 'ompared to the
significance that attaches to the work

done when delegates 'armed with au.
thority to radically alter the constitu-
tion begin their work. Each state will
wield the same power' In a vote upon
any question coming before such a body.

Nevada will be as strong 'as New York,
and New Mexico will have an Influence

not less potent than that of ai state of
ten times its piolpulation. The movement
hoks Illnnocenllt enough uplon its face. It

looked Innocent enough when mnembers
of Mnt ana's legislatur. Joined In asking
congress to depart so radicailly fromn the
s;fit' course that has always been fol-
lowed. It Is a matter of grave national
conlcern that nen Ipossessed of judgment
and ability such as legislators are sup-
posed to have, should become parties to
so wild a scheme. A long list of constl-
tutlional ancndments Is now pending be-
fore congress. Somen of them are of such
ai character that the porsiblility of hav-
Ing theml I'rlshed through a conrstitutional
convention arndl tenrdered to ithe people
for acceptance is appalling. The merest
ctirtncs of rsuch an event hhas turned the
eyes of the wh

o
le country upon the list

of states that have given sanction to ther
dangerous movemnent. It is not to Mron-
tania's credit that its name is found on
the roll. The fact that its legislature,
saw fit to embark in such an unwrl\ar-
cuantable undertaking will be considered
a reproach to Its people 'a nd will mrate-
rially alfeci its reputation in every
quarler where tire purport of the move-
ment Is known.

As far' as the proposition for tile elre-
tion of senators 'by the people in alone'
concerned, if It could be alone made
practilca'ble, there is a wide difference

of opininon 'among tile best minds of the
country, anld ,beyond doubt the're is merit
trherein. The proposition is born of the
wholesale legislative corruption that has
been practiced of late years in some of
the states. The way to keep the consti-
tution Intact is to keep senatorial elec-
tions pure.

statistics compiled by the Chicago
Trlbune set forth the Interesting fact
'that during the year 1891 there was
given to educational institutions $68,-
850.961; to charities, $22,217,470; to
churches, $6,298,489; to museums and art c
galleries, $11,133,112 ,and to libraries,
$15,388,732. It was the banner year for 4
donations of cash to public 'Institutions.

A fire destroyed three million dollars'
worth of property at Waterbury, Conn.,
yesterday, and the 'mllitta had to be
called out to keep back the crowd that
attempted to loot the burning premises.
The people of Connecticut are prover-
blally thrifty, but not until yesterday
was it generally known they would
carry off anythlng red 'hot.

In several sections of the state dis-
trict courts are in session and are turn-
ing out work at a rapid rate. Law
breakers will have more reason to fear
the strength of Montana justice if vio-
lators of 'the law are always treated
with such severity as they have been
during the past week.

Objection 'is raised in the democratic
ranks that Senator J. K. Jones is at
the head of the cotton-bale trust and
not fit to lead the party. Since Bryan
secured a monopoly of democracy's
obituary by copyrighting his book, all
the leaders 'have been flirting with the
octopus.

And now New York papers have
begun printlng alleged interviews sail
to have been secured by wireless teleg-
raphy. Experience 'has shown that in
Cthe majority of instances 'these claims
deserve to be put under the head of
sensational fakes.

A 'bright, newsy paper comes from
Salt Lake, marked Vol. 1, No. 1. It is

t the initial number of the "Telegram,"e an evening paper of the Saintly City

e Issued from the Tribune office. The
new venture is supposedly Independent
In politics.

e -
o Grover Cleveland brought home a full
h bag of ducks from South Carolina. Sen-

l 'ator Tillman 'has evidently not done
g enough talking at home lo scare the

game Av '

IMPORTANCE OF IRRIGATION
[MIlnnepojs ,Journal.]

A brief examination of the statkitles
of public lands is sufficient to Indicate
the importance of the proposed plans
for national Irrigation. 4

The total area of the public land statq
and territories is 1,884,021,760 acres.
this enormous total about 1,060,000,000,
or considerablly more than half, still
belong to thie national government, as
reserved or unreserved public land-
the latter classification including over
900,000,000 acres.

But, leaving out of consideration te
367,000,000 acres of Alaska, the greater
part of these remaining lands are moun-.
talnous or arid. No one knows whiat
proportion of these 500,000,000 acrei-
equal to ten times the total area of Min-
nesota-is so situated that it can ever
be irrigated.

But it is well known that large areas
of the so-called desert lands can be
made more fruitful than the rain-belt
lands if means are provided to bring to
them the water that Is available. Every
acre of land thus redeemed is so much
land added to the national domain, -in
effect.

As the land resources of the United
States and their steady appropriation
by settlers all through the 19th century
were one of the chief sources of public
prosperity, stimulating the increase of
population and the demand for manu-
factures far beyond the demand of a
settled community, it is the utmost Im-
portance that the opportunity for easily

There Is a great difference of opinion
prevailing among the American people
regarding the management of the war
In the Philippines, but the percentage

of people ready to 'indorse 'the demo-
cratic policy of villiflcation and ob-
struction is infinitesimal.

The .Jouse committee on ways and

means of congress will start the next
year with $174,000,000 cash on hand.,
This sum will all be needed if national

Irrigation, the isthmlan canal and the
usual large appropriation bills go
through.

Today a case will be tried In the

police court on a charge of alleged vio-
lation of the anti-expectoration ordi-
nance. lHeretofore the ordinance has
remained a dead letter. It should either
he enforced or takenl off the ordinance
books.

There are six or seven good routes
across the Isthmus of Darien over which
canals may be constructed, and owing

to the multiplicity of plans 'the whole
project is at sixes and sevens.

Today the convention of Montana,

woolgrowers meets in Helena. It will

be a gathering at whj'h an interest will

'be represented that is slowly but surely

superseding in importance all other
branches of etock industry.

Splitting Hairs.
[ Memphis ('omnmerotlal-Appeal.]

A Dr. Knopf says consumption is not
contagious, but It is communicable. In
short, it gets there all the same.

Gathered It Fast.
[St. Louis Globe-Democrat.]

If Neely had only been given a little
more time, he might have annexed Cuba
without troubling the rest of us In the
least.

A Harvest in Tolls.
[Chicago Tribune.]

Can there be anything in the nature
of a secret understanding between Mips
Stone's captors and the ocean cable,
companies.

A Swift State.
[Chicago Record-'Herald.]

There is a man in Canton, Ohio, who.
can emoke through 'his left ear. It is
simply impossible to keep 'the Ohio man
from getting to the front.

Slightly Cracked.
[Atlanta Constitution.]

Somebody asks "Have the Filipinos
any liberty bell?" We think not, per-
haps, but they can be safely represented
in the crack that appears in the old bell.

Where Marconi Failed.
[Philadelphia Press.]

Poor Marconi. Though able to bridge an
ocean with his wireless telegraphy, he
has not been able successfully to span
the short distance to a fickle woman's
heart.

Prince Henry's Doming Katzenjammer.
[Cincinnati Commercial-Tribune.]

In addition to leaving several elegant
souvenirs of his visit, signs are that
Prince Henry will also leave a few head-
aches, if the full entertainment program
is carried out.

The Versatile Octopus.
[Pittsburg Chronicle-Telegraph.]

A few weeks ago the farmers of Kan-
sas were accused of holding for 'higher
prices. Now they are forming a butter
combine. How easily Kansans develop
octopustle habits!

A False Reflecuton.
[San Francisco Chronicle.]

The so-called diamonds discovered it
Fergus county, Montana, turn out to be
white sapphires; so a diamondiferout

f field on the North American continent
still remains undiscovered.

That Male Aplomb.
[Denver Post.]

A woman rode 1500 miles, 500 miles ol
the distance on a dog sled, to marry, I
man in the Klondike, but we must nol

i' too hastily write her down a fool. It mal

a have been the poor creature's last re-
t maining chance to secure one of us.

Cheerful Reading.
IBuffalo Express.]

I An Iowan has written to his repre
Ssentative for volumes of the Congres

sional Record containing obituaries, say
e ing 'there is nothing I read with so mudt
a pleasure as obituaries of dead congress

men." The best hunmor is unconscious

I
obtaining homesteads be maintained as
long as possible.

If only 100,000,000 acres of land can ul-
timately be redeemed by national irri-
kation the effect will be more than
Equivalent to the opening to settlement
of a naturally watered area twice as
large as Minnesota. The settlement and
dlevelopment of such a region means a
large increase in population, an immense
addition to national wealth and a very
important contribution to the continua-
'tlon of that abounding, throbbing pros-
perity to which Americans have become
accustomed.

A Recommendation.
[Chieago Tribune.]

Our plain duty to Cuba is to plane
-down the duty.

Like Her a Long Way Off.
[Atlanta Constitution.]

Joe Chamberlain's declaration that En-
gland should maintain her "splendid
isolation" is a proposition that will be
cordially seconded, we believe, by all the
other nations on the map.

They Do the Fighting.
[Springfleld Republican.]

The South African war has now reach-
ed that hot and uncomfortable stage
where everybody is accusing everybody
else of "prolonging" It. Only no one
seems to think of mentioning the Boers
In this connection.

1 I

I E *RSONVAL,

The bye election at Victoria, B. C.,
for the seat made vacant in the Can-
adian house of commons by the retire-
ment of Colonel Prior, resulted in a vic-
tory for George Riley, liberal, by 21 ma.
Jorlty over Frank S. Barnard, conserva-
tive. Riley is the first liberal sent to
Ottawa by Victoria.

Former Congressman Charles E.
Pearce of St. Louis is suffering in that
city from a serious attack of pulmonary
trouble as the result of a cold caught
several days ago. His brother, D. C.
Pearce of Boston is with him.

The municipality of Dundee has decided
to confer the freedom of the city on
Andrew Carnegie.

Vice Admiral hir Harry H. Rawson.
who was commander of the British
channel squadron from 1898 to 1901,
has been appointed governor of New
South Wales. This is the first time
in history that the government has
appointed an admiral to a colonial gov-
ernorship, which has long been a sore
point with the navy.

iMr. Cortelyou, the president's secre-
tary, said yesterday: "The statement
that any man has been offered the gov-
ernorship of Hawaii is without any
foundation whatever. The president has
long bedn considering the Hawaiian sit-
uation and is still considering it, but
he has reached no conclusion as to
whether he will retain the present offi-
cials or as to whom he will appoint if
any change is made."

There is absolutely no foundation for
the report, circulated by a Vienna
newspaper, that Count Goluchowskl. the
Austria-Hungarian minister of foreign
affairs, will be asked to resign because
he watched the 'heavy gambling at the
Vienna Jockey club, December 21, last,
when $500,000 changed hands at one sit-
ting and did not attempt to stop the
playing, which was illegal. The report
concerning the foreign minister was
started by his political opponents.

A Contagton Easily Avoided.
[Philadelphia Times.]

,Catching contagion from unclean bank
notes is again exploited in the newspa-
pers, but as usual the great majority do
not bother about the contagion so that
they are able to catch the notes.

Ancient History.
[New York Telegram.]

Marc Anthony Freedman's oration over
the political remains of Caesar Croker
fell a bit fiat. The ancient Marc went
into the market place to speak his piece,
but Mr. Freedman did his little stunt in
a party limited to the mourners.

PORTO RICAN GOVERNMENT
[Baltimore News.)

According to former Gov, Charles H.Allen of Porto Rico, there Is almost un-
limited opportunity for investment in
that country, which has rapidly passed,under the chaperonage of the United
States, from a condition of bankruptcy
to comparative prosperity and prospec-

Live affluence.
'Some of the information given by Mr.Allen In an address before the Amherst

alumni is of peculiar interest at this

time.
For 400 years a million cubjects had

lived there at the point of the Spanish
bayonet. When the United States took
charge the people were willing paupers.
Within 18 months the country passed
to self-support, with not a dollar of
floating debt and with $1,500,000 In the
treasury subject to check.

C'ivil government in Porto Rico, saysalr. Allen, has not cost the United States
a penny, and the island is worth $100,-
000,000. Its output of sugar has in-
creased from 30,000 tons a year to 140,000,
the last crop was worth $3,500,000, and
it is possible to Increase the output to
a value of $10,000,000. The coffee crop
when the Americans took possession was
3000 tons, and It now 100,000, worth $15,-
000,000 a year, and the same rate of In-
crease has been brought about in to-
bacco.

In speaking of the first general elec-
tion, Mr. Allen said that he refused to
allow arms at the polls, and not the
least trouble was experienced. One of
the delegates elected to the legislature
wore full evening dress when he pre-

J. Woolman is over from Helena.
Orton Bros.--PLaos and organs.
L. H. Mickel is over from the capital.

H. C. Cutler Is over from Whitehall.
W. E. Wise of Helena is at the Fin-

len.
W. A. Grow of Hamilton is In Butte

today.
O. W. Powers of Sait lake is In Butte

today.

Grand Assemble tonight. Columbia
hall.
R. J. Johannes is over from the capi-

tal today.
George Farrell of Missoula is in the

city today.
W. P. Gwlnn was over from Anacon-

da yesterday.
E O. Silway of Dillon is staying at

the Thornton.

J. O. Bates, tuner, Montana Musle Co..
110 N. Main at. TeL bOL

Judge Blake of Helena was In the
city yesterday.

Miss K. J. Weber of Boulder is stay-
ing at the Finlen.

When you want something to read, go
to the P. O. News Stand, 57 W. Park. .

Emill Kluge, Jr., of Hamilton Is a recent
arrival in Butte.

George T. Hickox of Salt Lake is stay-
ing at the Butte.

George G. Marsten of Park City, Utah,
Is In Butte today.

Dr. Hansen, surgeon and specialist, Sil-
ver Bow block. X-ray examinations. "

William Bowen came over from Ana-
conda last evening.

Dr. O. Y. Warren of Warm Springs
is In the city today.

Duncan Taylor of St. Anthony, Idaho,
is in the city today .

James Jeffrey of Bonita came in from
the West last night.

W. A. Titcomb of Salt Lake is regis-
tered at the Thornton.
J. W. Morris of Whitehall is among the

late arrivals in the city.
J. B. Reynolds of Denver is making

a business visit In Butte.

D. A. Murphy of Bozeman came in on
last night's train from the East,

Mr. and Mrs. Marshal A. Frank of San
Francisco are staying at the Thornton.

Theo E. Smith of Park City, Utah, is
among the late arrivals from the Sbuth.

E. S. Becker of Forsyth was one of
the arrivals on last night's train from
the East.

J. W. Pace, editor of the Montana
Stockman and Farmer of Helena, is in
the city today.

Forty grand prizes at the Sons of Her-
man masquerade, February 5, at the
Auditorium.

County Attorney Breen has prepared
an information charging J. E. Richards
with burglary.

California Cafe, reopened. New man-
agement, everything first class. Jackson
& Priesz, Proprietors. "

The city board of health will meet this
evening for the purpose of discussing the
purchase of a new incinerator.

Sherman, the undertaker, has moved
his undertaking business to his new and
commodious Quarters on East Broadway.

The Cyanide Reduction company filed
articles of incorporation yesterday. The
incorporators are J. R. Bapty, G. B.
Jacobs, A. Y. Harbaugh and E. A.
Spriggs. The concern Is capitalized at
$60,000.

In accordance with Instructions from
the state superintendent of public In-
'struction County Treasurer Maher has
created a fund for school library pur-
poses. 'the fund of the Butte d4strict
contains $2200.

County Physician Donnelly mnade his
first monthly report yesterday. During
'the month of January 14 persons were
admitted and six discharged from the
county hospital. There was one death,
Auditor Crossman says 'the institution
is in a most satisfactory condition.

Insult to Injury.
[St. Louis Globe-Democrat.]

Those Englishmen who have asked
Mr. Kipling to explain his poem are
singularly reckless. He may write an-
other.

An Awful Rind Anyway.
[St. Louis Globe-Democrat.]

In captivity the fad of the famou_
Apache chlef Geronimo is the culture
of the watermelons, which is an tim.
provement'on what he used to raise.

sented himself to the governor, and there
were other indications of an a;'option
of American customs.

In closing his address, Mr. Allen said:
"In the 60 days they were in session they
enacted 36 laws and two resolves, a
speaking proof that they are capable of
self-government. Not one of these laws
will ever need repealing, though circum-
stances may require amendment. Today
opportunities are very great for indus-
tiral work in Porto Rico, but it will never
come without the industry and thrift
that follow the Anglo-Saxon race wher-
ever it goes. A happy day is dawning
for Porto Rico under American sov-
ereignty."

"Flanneled Fools at the Wickets."
[Philadelphia Ledger.[

Is He Flanneled?-It may be noted
that Mr. Kipling is In South Africa, but
he is not fighting.

Contamination.
[Kansas City Journal.]

The chaplain of the senate now in-
cludes the newspaper correspondents in
his prayers. He is not too blind to see
the dangers of continuous association,

Feeble Aid.
[Kansas CIty Journal.]

W. J. Bryan, Tom Johnson, John J.
Lentz and Webster Davis are all talking
for the iloers, and yet the Boer out-
look is as gloomy as eveo This is
puzzling.

: elat Sale for
his Week Only

Thermometers
1T'k*t hqine et our large stock
for one. al (t. tiy retgufar price.

Thermometer from 16c to $5.00,
guaranteed ACCURATE, INDOOR.
OUTDOOR, WINDOW OR BATH
thermometers.

All kinds and sty:es in the very
latest designs.

Our Tooth Brush
Ai Tooth Powder
Bale last week was a grand sue.

cess. Why? Because we sold two
for the price of one.

We have decided to continue this
sale during this week.

sac Toothbrush .........
2s5 Bottle Tooth Powdr... 25C

Two for tih Price of One.

NEWBRO DRUGi CO
North Main St.. Butte.

Largest Drug Hlous In the State

POR Th CO MONu.
Used by the ladles of all elvllsed
nations of the earth.

At Ten
Below

l* It Takes aWarm

1 Sign
Z/ To Stop 'Em.

II WE PAINT'
THAT KIND

I Schatzlein
Paint Co.

14 W. Broadw'y

IDENVERD PRI N*

Travel During the Wall

and Winter Season

The journey to the East `.a Ualt
Lake City and along the sfense
of the Great Salt Lake through
beautiful Glenwood. Colorado
Springs and Denver is one of us-
Interrupted delight in winter as well
as summer. In fact, the fall and
winter seasao atd but a new
grandeur and charm to the travel
scenes and Infuses an element of
variety and beauty to the unsur-
passable wonders along the Rlo
Grande Western and Denver A Rio
Grande lines. Through Sleeplng
and Dining Car service. Personally
conducted weekly ezcusilon. Feor
rates or information apply to,

TIkest Office W. 'P. MOBRDE
47 L. Broadway, Butte. GOe. Aggnt

GEORGE W. UEINTZ,
Assistant Gen. Pass. Agt.,

Salt Lake City.

TOURIST CARS?
Of COURSE.

The St. Louis Special, the over-
land flyer, via the Northern Pa-
cific and Burlington railroads, car-
ries tourist cars as well as sleep-
ing, dining and free reclining chair
cars.

The tourist cars go to Kansas
City. The rest of the train runs
through to St. Louis.

$3.50 buys a berth in the tourist
car, Butte to Kansas City, and sec-
ond class tickets are good in it.

Drop in and let us give you more
information about the St. Louis
Special.

PHIL. DANIEL, Amont,

Richards
TIHE BUTT UNDERTAKER

Practical Undertlbcersand mbealmers.

140 W. Pat St., Bltte. Phone 301.


