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six rI~IIMN CIUSII( T. O EAITH
BErNATH FVE-STORY BUILDING

UOlfIY t EB3 OF TED BODIES
SAVE D SO PA -B N UCOOV-

S RBIED BY WOIRKLMEN.

MONEY LOSS ABOUT $75,000

Flames Were Soon Under Control But
rnlanemable Stuf on Upper Floor
Continued to Burn and When the
itoor Gave Way Three Firemen Per-

Ished-Wall Fell on Resouers and

Thus Three More Lost Their Lives.

(By Associated Press.)
St. Louis, Feb. 6.-The fire that lasi

night destroyed the five-story building al
818 and 814 Chestnut street, occupied by
the American Tent and Awning com-
pany, resulted in the death of six fire-
men who were crushed by the falling
walls and floors.

Three of the bodies have been recov-
ered and the firemen are digging at the
immense heaps of ruins in order to reach
the others.

The dead:
AUGUST THIERRY, first assistant

chief.
MICHAEL KEHOE, assistant foremar

cdmpany No. 18.
DANIEL W. STEELE, foreman com-

pany No. 12.
WILLIAM DUNDON, pipeman, com-

pany No. 23.
FRANKLIN M'BRIDE, company No.

12.
CHARLES KRENNING, pipeman

company No. 12.
Origin Not Known.

The injured, none of whom is seriously
hurt, are: Chief Swlmgley, William
Wann, foreman No. 13; Patrick Mc-
Carthy, engineer No. 6; Monroe Moore,
electric light inspector; William Juelg,
driver for Assistant Chief Thierry:
Frank Lingo, assistant driver No. 9
truck; Chief Swingley, who was knocked
down and struck by flying debris, soon
recovered and bent all his energies to
rescuing the firemen.

The manner in which the fire origi-
nated is not known.

The lose to all interests In the build-
Ing is total and is estimated at $75,000.

The fire broke out last night, the cold-
est of the season, about '8 o'clock. The
fire companies soon had the flames par-
tially under control.

An hour after the fire started timbers
and inflammable material on the upper
floor continuer to burn and a line was
run up to extinguish the flames. Three
pipemen were operating this stream
when the floor on which they stood gave
way without warning and they-fell
with it.

Buried All Inside.
Assistant Chief Thierry,. who was on a

lower floor, heard the crash. (lathering
together a few men, he went *to the res-
cue of his comrades. Hardly had the
rescuers disappeared into the structurec
when the front wall fell forward. and the
entire building collapsed, burying be-
neath its ruins every one Inslde.

Spectators, police officers and firem n
on Chestnut street saw the walls totter
and managed to escape on either side
before it fell. 'iremen in the alley back
of the building fled when the ripping
sound of crumbling walls was heard and
for the most part escaped without In-
jury.

"To all appearances," said Chief
Swingley, "there was no danger to the
pipemen who went Into the upper floors.

"The fire was all on the fourth and
fifth floors and more on the fifth than on
the fourth. Under such circumstances,
no one would expect a building to co!-
lapse."

The building, which was nearly 50
years old, was weak and the water with
which it had been flooded, loosened its
joists and soaked its walls. When the
pipemen entered the walls were already
tottering.

Three Men Escape.
William O'Donnell, John Purcell and

William O'Connell of Salvage Corps No.
1, were covering materlal., with tar pa.
per on the upper floor when the wall
started to fall. They were carried out-
ward with it and landed safely in the
street.

William Wann, foreman of engine com-
pany No. 18, was on the second floor
when the collapse came. Falling p'aster
warned him of the danger and he slipped
down the bannister to the first floor
and ran into the street.

Patrick F. McCarthy and William
Juelich, who were about to enter the
building in an effort to rescue their
comrades, were struck by falling de-
bris and severely injured.

Fifteen persons wrrc thought to have
been In the build'ng when It collapsed.
Only a roll call could tell how many
had escaped.

Darkness handicapped the rescuers, for
all the electric wires were cut and the
debris smothered what little fire re-
nmalned in the building, juct before the
collapse. The groans of the firemen in
the debris were at first the inly guides
the'r comrades had.

Work of RIesone.
Calcium lights were brought on the

scene and by their glare the work of res-
cue proceeded. A force or negro roust-
abouts wrre procured frorr bhe levee
to aid in the work.

Wives, children and other relatives of
the firemen gathered around the scene
and awaited tidings of their loved ones.

As It became certain that all who
were buried there were dead, these were
led away by friends,

At 10 o'clock this morning, the groans
from the debris ceased and Chief Swing-
ley said he had no doubt that all who
were caught were dead. It was not un-
til 8 o'clock when the first body was
found. It was William Dundon.

A spark of life was found and the
mangled body was taken to the hoe-
pltaL Before reaching there, however,
3undon died,

* We Want the Islands.

* (By Associated Press.)
* Washington, Feb. 5.-The senate *
* committee on foreign relations to- 0
* day ordered a favorable report 0
* on the treaty to acquire the Dan- m
* ish West Indies. No amendment 4
* was made to the treaty in com- *

Smittee.
* 0

SIlffl MEN STILL
IN SlSSION

MILD WEATHER P.OMO'•ES GOOD
FEELING AMONG THE WOOL-

GROWERS IN HELENA.

BILLINGS AS A WOOL MARKET

Several Addresses and Some Discussion
Which It Is Believed Will Have

Good Results-Railroad Men

Have Their Say.

(Special to Inter Mountain.)
Helena, Feb. 6.-The large Auditorium

was well filled this morning at the ses-
sion of the Pacific Northwest Woolgrow-
ers' association, which commenced at 10
o'clock.

A general good feeling seems to pre-
vail among the sheepmen at present, for
the present weather assures them that
their flocks at home are safe in thelw
absence, whereas if a terrlfflc snowstorm
was raging probably all of them would
not stay for the entire session, and
besides, while here there would be some-
thing else upon their minds than the
woolgrowers' convention.

The meeting was opened this morning
with a paper by Prof. R. 8. Shaw of the
Montana experiment station at Boze-
man, on "Native Grasses." Mr. Shaw
has made a study of this particular Sub-
ject and spoke upon .it in a highly in-
telligent and interesting manner. I'i_
told of the various grasses to be found
in the Northwest and that which con-
tain the best nourishment for sheep.

He also spoke of those which should
be avoided for feed if possible.

Col. Judeon's Address.
Col. R. C. Judson of Portland. indus-

trial agent for the Oregon Railroad &
Navigation company, spoke of "Grasses
for the Range," which was instructive.

A more local subject, but nevertheless
of general interest, was dealt vith by
P. B. Moss of Billings, who told of "The
Growth and Developnmen of the Sheep
Industry in the Yellowstone Valley."
Mr. Moss spoke of the rapid advance-
ment of the industry In that county from
the time, almost, when the first sheep
were brought In.

In few courties of the state has the
sheep Industry grown quicker. Mr. Moss
also spoke of Billings as a wool mar-
ket.

The afternoon session was opened at 2
o'clock, and after a musical number, A.
C. Logan of Billings delivered an ad-
dress.

Mr. Logan Is the secretary of the Cen-
tral Montana Woolgrowers' association,
and told in a general way of the condi-
tions of the industry as they exist in his
territory.

FORE[IiN ADVIC[
PEOt'. SILZBERER TALKS ABOUT

AIRSHIP CONTEST.

BALLOONS OF THE SAME SIZE

Many of Those Now in Experimental
Use Will Be Obsolete-Conditions

Must Be Right or Will Be
No Entries.

(By Associated Press.)
Vienna, Feb. 5,.-Herr Victor Hllberer,

president of the Vienna Aero club, In
speaking about the possibilities of air
ship and ballooning competition at the
forthcoming exposition at St. Louis, said:

"The St. Louis aerotaie committee
should make a program with the least
possible delay. Due notice should be
given now.

"The program should be exceedingly
definite and detailed, just as conditions
are ultimately printed in advance of an
important horse race.

"The airships, Herr Sllberer thinks,
will probably be limited in number.
Many of those now existing will have
disappeared entirely and new ones will
have taken their place.

"St. Louis should be particularly
careful to get balloons of the dimen-
slons."

He continued: "It is imposslble tohandicap large and small balloons and
give interesting results. I have seen

balloon races in Paris, with the effect-Iveness spoiled by irregularity of size."

Professionals, he claimed, should notbe admitted and all European aerotai•rclubs should be approached privately.

If such conditions be observed, thecommittee may expect every aero club
to send a representative but not other-

wise,

GEN[RAL rstI I HAS LOST
HIs .AST GUN

Kitchener Telegraphs FroeluPrdlorla That Field Cornet Wes-

sels Is Killed atle Tlt Boer rorces Are
All in b'gI Places.

(By AApeIlatea Press.)
London, Feb. 5.--The british pualutt at Gen'al De Wet has been srucces-

ful to the extent that his last gun lhp been captured and Commandant Wes-
sels, one of his prinelpal Uleutuant$Uhae been routed.

General Kitchener sent this news In a dispatch from Pretoria, dated Tues.
day, February 4, as follows:

"Hing's column, while proceeding towards Llebenburgvleit, after a night
march, attacked and routed a considerable force of the enemy under Com-
mandant Wessels. We captured a 15-pounder and pompon taken from Fir-
,man's column, and also De Wet's last gun, and three wagons of ammunition,
160 horses and 100 mules.

Many Prisoners Oaptured.
"The Boer casualties were five men killed, elx wounded and 27 mnn cap-

tured.
"Among the killed was Field Cornet Wessels. Among the prisoners Is

Captain Mullen, of the Staats artillery. The enemy was scattered. Our casu-
alties were slight.

"The National Scouts, near Middi burg (Cape Colony), captured 13 prison-
ers.

"Plumer, near Amersfoort (Tnu1svaal), captured seven prisoners and 600
head of cattle.

"General Gilbert Hamilton captured 82 prisoners."

ACTOR JAMES NEILL.

:v,..!;~P

ACTOR N[ILL IALi
MAKES DENIAL OF COARGE q4

ATT•MPT AT ADVERTISING.

IS CENSURED BY MANY ELKS

Prominent Members of the Order in
Various Montana Cities Call Neill,

Incident an Atront and

Resent It.

"I give you my word of honor, as T
hope to stand some day before the Etd -
nal Creator, that there was not the faint-
est intention orf any attempt at advert i-
ing my action in this Elk matter."

These were the words of James N'ell
this morning at the Thornton, utter&l
with all the dramatlic fire and force -of
the actor, and apparently with all the

sincerity and feeling of the man, when
asked by an Inter Mountain reporter if
there was any truth in the allegations
to that effect.

Mr. Neill pulled from his pocket a
bunch of telegrams and spreading them
before him, added: "These are from
all over the country. As you see, they
are congratulatory; many of them from
Ilks. Read this one," and the reporter
read:

"Accept my heartiest congratulations.
You have struckl a note of reform which
will be appreciated by Elks throughout
the United States."

Others tendered sympathy to Mr. Neill
for what the senders considered injustice.
Bomne of them were from well-known
members of the theatrical profession;
others from men whom Mr. Neill said
were prominent members of the orgalll-
zation In question.

"What have you to say in justification
of your action in this matter," Mr. Neill
was asked.

Oonsiders Himself Insulted.

'"My action was that of a man who
conaldered himself subjected to insult,"

(Continued on Page Three.)

BEAVERHEAD PRISONERS
DIG THRgUGH JAIL WALLS

(Special to In ter Mountain.)
Dillon, Feb. 5.-William McKe j|t and L. L. Hutchins dug through the

walls of the county JalU last nigh.t e4 escaped. The jail had been very cold
lately, and prisoners, were allowe* to make beds down near the stove,
through the jailer's sympathy. '-r

The prisoners abused this conildne.e and dug out.
The jall'walls are as rotten as paper. A strong man can almost kick his

way through them. A reward of $50 has been offered by the sheriff.
The other prisoner left li the jIl says he does not know when the escape

was made.
McKenzie became noted last sarmer, when he was shot by Ram Moore.

He has two bullet wounds on his body and one on his jaw, very prominent.
He Is accused of horse stealing.

Hutchins robbed a sheep cam'p. few months ago, and had but a few
weeks left to serve. He Is 80 years,,qld, 5 feet 9 inches in height, weighs 165
pounds; is dark, has fresh brvieg 9n right arm.

McKenzie is of light complealf 28 years old, 6 feet 9 inches high, and
dresses like a cowboy, t'

BOILER EXPLODES ON MONONOAHLA,
SEVIRAL ARE DOAD AND MISSING

B Burned to Death. 4

-4 (Dy Associated Press.) I
> Waterloo, Ia., Feb. .-- Mrs. Ed 3

4> Kushner and two children were 4
burned to death in their home 4

00 last night In a fire caused by the +4
overturning of a lamp. One other 4

U child was fatally burned and three 4
4> others seriously injured. Q4

ROBBERS SECUR[
LARGE SUM

FOUR MEN BLOW OIPEN SA.E,
KILL THE SHERIFF AT

CLARKSVILLE, ARK.

GET SIX THOUSAND DOLLARS

Sheriff Powers Confronted the Robbers
But He Was Probably Killed by the

Bandits First Shot-They Get
Clear Away.

(Jly Assnwlataed PI'res.)
Fort Smith, Ark., Feb. 6.--Itohhers, at

2::0 o'clock thin Illt)l'lng, at (Clarksvillhe,
Arkansas, blew up thite l'e of ithe hank
of Clarksville. withi dycli lli, 'iateural a
wsunr estimated at $6000, killed John Plow-
ers, sheriff of Johllnson county, who at-
tempted to caplltlrea themnl, aind cscapelld
before the citilzllns were aware of their
presence.

They tied their holmses oni tile otll0lskirts
of the town altdl made their' way unoh-
served to the hatnk, which Is situat'ed
on the north side of the lpubile sltntrte.

After gaining an entrilanceip, Tihey de'-
stroyed the safe with dynamite, secrelld
what money was not destroyed and maIlde
their way to the strelet. Thlere they were
confronted by sherilff Powers, who
opened fire upon them. T'he robbers re-
turned the fire, using botth revolvers and
Winchesters.

Powers stood his grounlld anlld elnplped
two revolvers before he was killed, al-

though it is believed he was mortally
Wounded by the first volley frlonm the
robbers.

Sheriff Was Dead.
When citisen. Arrived a little later,

Powers was dead And there was no racte
of the robbers, except a trail of blood
that Indicated that the sheriff had
WOUnded one or perhaps mIore of his
aSaeusps.

The bank officials today were unal,.e
to give the exact amount of plunder se-
Cured, but stated that the bank was IIn-
sured against loss.

As late as 11 o'clock today no atttelspt
had been made to arrest the roblbers,
exoept to wire all adjoining towns to ii'
on the lookout for them,.

Powers has been her'liff iof JohIlnson
county for 12 years and wIas knlOWnL to e'
a fearless man and a crack sthoit.

REPLY TO SULZER
NEW SECRETARY OF THE TREAS-

URY WRITES OPEN LETTER.

OPINION RELATIVE TO BILL

Secretary Shaw Makes Plain the Effect

of Proposed Legislation on the Mone-
tary Affairs of the Country-

Expresses Doubt.

(fly Associated Press.)
Washlrngton, Feb. 5.-Sec'retary Sihaw's

first communicatlon on financial hlglsla.
tion Is found In a letter to Itepresenta-
tive Sulzer of New York, concerning the
latter's bill to deposit goverlmlnelt funds
at interest In national banks through-
out the country.

The letter says: "1 find on my desk
awaiting my arrival your letter of Jan-
uary 17, referring to house Joint resolu-
tion No. 112 and altking for nllformration
as to Ihe: amrrount of laterest which' thei
goverrnment wtould have realtzed lhad the
tirolosed law Iten adopiltedl as a part of
the hatlonal bankiang law.

Government would Not Lose.
"If the surplIts mloney ill ex•cess ,f

fifty nlliions wHorklng (cpital had liin
dilleoslted, in 'learing hlouse i-til's itt

proportho to thi reiitlative caputill of .acill
Ibank ther-, \with no other aecurlty than
i prior Ilan oii the bank's nassets tlhe
governmnt wiould ha vi lot noahllg iatil
if the govtrilllnenLt had rliallszid 2 i'i'
etit ulion the fundds no deipou'iIlid it

would hlive reeevlved Ihii'ty-ltwvo nillinHs.
Aideld In thlis way, thie Ihnkis ri'if-' rr(uc

to) would be abule .o Illcleasn e c,'dlt tic-
ommulrodlatlons to the petlle In thi sit111t

oif twa hundred milliohn. This conllputa-
tion was Iaade at the irnstan(ce of my ipre-
decessor (one yu'ar ago) aUd basUi upt)onquarterly rather than daily balaics.

Questions the Law.
"1 think so•ame provision for the ideposit

of surplus funds I)elonging to lii' llilted
8ttes with national banks upon securityother' thLan gdvernment bonds would lihe

wi'e, though I doubt the limltatittons asto the amnounit uof capital nd •suii'Iius
contained in the bill.

"I also question the wisdom of maIII-
datory provisions of the law. On the
contrary, I think there should geteraully
be a fair latitude of discretion.

"Authority to act it a given lin: isg;enerally sufficIent."

(Signed.) LESLIE M. 81ZAW,

ONE EXPLOSION CAUSES AN.
OTHEA, DESIROYING ONE OBi

THE BOATS.

MISSING ARE THOUGHT DEAD

Surviving Members of Crew Claim
Boilers Did Not Have Extra ProW
sure and Cannot Account for the
Disaster-Injured Are Now in Pitte.
burg Hospital-One of the Best
Boats on River.

(By Associated Press.)
Pittaburg, ]'a., Feb. 5,--y the explo.

slon of the bullers on the towboat John
W. Allen, owned by the Monongahela
Rtiver ('onsolidated Coal & Coke cumra
pany, at 1:30 o'clock this morning on6
tIan was killed outright, four probably
fatally Injured and several are missing.
Six others we'le rescued from the Icy
waters.

The dead -
WILLIAM I'EltltY, deckhand of lIos.

coe, Pa.
Thoe Injured--
IEdwilrd Mitchell, mate, badly b)urned

and Inhaled Ilatmes, will die; Marie
W\Vllker, aiegrennS ceok of Pittsburg, serl.
oui; Jannes Williams, liremcan, seriousl
IHooke(r Null, i secnrid engineler, lBeverly,
\V. Viu.; Weaver Wolf, dockhand, Mid-
dlepurt, Ohio.

Miisslng -
Jelohn I'ollib, w'lIchliinl . I''reder klr-

town, Mdi.; .J iihn i tulke, Ilote ; (Ilyd19
HIlb, chiel' ,lenl inleerl'; 'illiani l I'aini bell,
tll'lulllctil.

No Icc'' Niet cver of theer ncle- has
been f cllound "e i sto' tihe boat hlel-'w tip,
snld it In thought they ihae' been
drow(ned.

'1'1rose0 res•\e lel we're lc ii. W. I. StI•tw,
ilcclm Lnt ier of l the ebo t; John ith1 c kin,
dil'khnede, Ilalenlsport, I'a.; 1ivltl Mc-
icyde, dei'khalnd, Mhidll el r•t'. ()hic;

Iteuben Wa'tlI, I 'g(ro, ideclkhuld. Mid.
di'leprIt, ()llig; MiIh WI'alk'r and .hlaies

V Willl i n ls.

Forced Into the River.
There we4 a t crew of 14. all t ol,. The

e.i cinln, with Chief Englneer Hill, Ftire.
11emn 'theliplhll and (eook Marie Walker'
lhad just gonell off duly and the new

watch waes nmadle up of Burke, Null,
Mitchell, Willli me, Perry and Wolf.

They lpanc d the Homestead steel work4
and were nearing the city with seven'
floutl of coal, when one of the boller.
exploded with a mighty roar and ter.'•
rifle force. The explosion extended..iL
the other boilers and then all went into
the river or into the air.

The bent Inmmiediately took fire and
ihurned no rapidlly that all who were abi 1
were forced to tiake to the river. in Ii
fe'w nlcincites the towboat Vulican was oft
the scene with it full cr*ew of Icnen and
nearly all were rescued.

The lnjurted were broughct to P'tts-
burg anid sive'ln of thenm are now at
MW'elrcy IhosllHl tl.

The Alles was completely dlstreeyed.
The lllec In placed lit $25,040.

'e'llh boat wans onsilered one of the
bent ownecid by the coal comIbine ande Itts
hollers had ibeein inspected but a fet+
dlays ago.

The surviving members of the crew
Hlainc that they were not carrying a
n'reatelr Il'reIure'(' f steam than the govy.

elIIllllceit itli wh,.v

JURY FAVORS SUMWALT.

Awards Him Two Mining Claims on
Big Butte.

A jury in Judge ('laney's court ren-
dorede a verdict today in the case of
Hauntnel D. Sumwalt against John R.
Bordeaux, giving the plaintiff the Mis-
sourl (lilt and rtear Stake mining claims
on 111gK iutte.

The I trial of the ease opened in Judge
(lanecy's court yesterday morning, and
the evidence was all in by 11 o'clock thie
morning.

The defendants asked for a non-suit
on their pleadings when the plaintiff[
had lleeshed his ledde of thie case, but
11ce motion was overruled.

'the jurcy )was out about two hour's.
'The claim~ awarded 1-umcwalt are said

Io he out a valuable character. Sumwalt
loated thorem in 1892, and they were
afterwards located by some of the deO
fondants under a different title.

In the suit the defese took the posl-
tion that the prior location had lapsed
whenii the slee'occndc onee was made. The
Jhry tchought differently.

STILL EXAMINING WITNESSES IN
BLACK CASE.

',' (Spclal to Inter Mountain.) ,
' Hizl-emn lan, lFeb. 5,-S8o far the 8

state has examined five witnesses <
* Ile tie llack ease.

<P Ira DIie,,g told the story of the *
suilposet'd leolsonling on Elk creek

2c, durincg July and Octtober last year. *
'Frd Ainger was theen ealilet and *

c/tleh ,Jf ihtec events of the last @
" sti'ktii's. of John Black. He was

furthee' examined this mnc;;'nireg,*
'P but nothlig new was brought
Soute. ,

hP lmeac' and L'ewis Lay were then
'P c'xa eciceui, both of ,ehorn helped
'a cecec'e John Black. Lewis Lay 0

ldPntified a Lottle of lau aruin aod
', coli of the wish of Mrs. Black to 0
'P give her husbend a small dose, 0
'P but that he ead persuaded her 0
' at that time--Sunday night, Octo- 0
'Phc,'r 6--not to do '4o. He never saw 0
' ,r give 1'tack ainy laudanum. 

I' Lay was still on the stund when 0
'" court adjuc'rned. -

So ter the defense apeeears to 0
', have thle strongest case.


