By Col. W, F. Sandurs.

ARLY In June, 1867, I left my
home at Virginla City for 1ot

Benton to meet my family then

on thelr v from the HEust to

Mont i vin the M wrl River on the
stedn ni.  Remnining some ten
duys at iton in dally expeectat-
tion of thelr arvival I aeceptéd the |n-

vitation
boat,
rver
pecting
for two days
near Fort [Tnde

the captain of a Plttshurg
“Yorktown,” to go down the
them, Momentarily ex-
* bout I sat on the deck
al Spread BEagle Bar,
I was trangferred to the

relurning  steamer  which was nearly
th weelis  Lthereafter reaching Fort
Benton,

A little below the mouth of the Marias
Impatlent at the slow progre of out
sleamer, in the wpany  of Walter
Trambuall T Stejpqu

ore and walking

four or five miles a bend boarded
the Galletin, Caplaln S8am Howe, 1 boal
which he had i raed In the distance
then ¢ BErvio 1 the upper Missour]
and v was repatéd to be able to
navigate a lght dew,

Having board latin we 7
ceeded 1o 1he mi Marins wi
Captain . Howe scharged a cargo of
mules and we avalled ourselves of his
affer and hl o muleback ride to Fort
Lietiton 12 or 1 o'clock I dis-
cernmd 1 tuble land whence the
rowl i o the nim ey
0 A i military

roarrival we greste VT
Meagher and his military
1 us he was on his way to
Camp Cooke after o hundreed and thivly
muskets which the general government

had proffered to the tercltorial authori-
tieg for use in the Fadian war in which
we were then engnged, The day wag Ins
Lensely hot and the ral and hlg stafl
had made :

18 anid dusty ride from
Bun v rie o Messrs, Carroll and
Biull had mp, awd wepe founding
that flourighi town, and near which
Major Clinton wag marking out the site

of Furt Shaw
Jolert §
chusgells
hidl been

mimied in honor of
ww of the Fifty-fourth Mass

who at Fort Wagner

with hils niggers.
Visited About Town.

I do mot e

gerneral s stntl ny

all the members of the
thelr number, but one

of them ag Captain WiHllam  Boy
afterward o restdent of Butie, The atl
noon  was  delighttull apent in s
wisite through the hos 1 portion
the town and Crencral rher seemad

at hig best In a conver
he resolutely and unde
m of hos
1o thon al

vlntingly declined
pitality with which 1ort
nded

neighbor at Vie-

pinla (9t genial and intep-

esting compunion [ spent most of Lhe
aftarndon with hi introduci hilm to |
20 many of the ¢ na and eojourners in
that unfgue and thelfty seapmrt ag he

had not theretofore known

The Fort In thal early time was only
20 years old and although past fts prin
Howae In very good form, Major T. 11,
Bastman had it In charga for the fur
emmpany  hen eavrying on the trade,
then aboul equally divided between i)
Indiang and whites on this frontier.
Major Eastman was o most intelligent
gentleman and his sunding hogplital-
ity well maintained the repute of t
renote trading poets of the West, His

dinners were verltable feasts of Lucullus |

and scarce a day passed that a
lot of merey
hospitable Loard. Duving the afternoon
he invited General Meagher to dine with
him at 6 e'clock, which Invitation the
general accepted,

Blix gr seven steamboats frem 8t, Louls
or beyond were tied to the river banks
and among them was a somewhat ¢heap
and rude old craft named the G, A,
Thompson, It was a freight boat hut
had cabing for perhaps a dozen persons,
The pllot or mate of the boat wae an

holce

guests Aid not surround his |

rish=American by the name of Dolan, 1
think, and when during the afternoon I
had introduced him to the general he
doubtingly interrogated me as Lo whethey
Lthis was the famous Thomas Francis
Meagher, renowned in the Irish rebellion
of 1848, and upon my assurance that it
[ was, he could not coneeal his dellgnt at
meeting so distinguished a person who
evidently was his idol, and he showed
the general much defere and atlention
nndd

| wasted on him no fpoonsic 1le
| Llatney, Agcertaining the g I's
l'ervand he invited him to hecome his
guegl on h ‘oyage the next morning

down the riv 18 far ag Camp Cooke,

A Sudden Mental Disturbance,

Cleneral Meagher i med from the
fort about dugk, in company with some
vither gentlemen whose names [ do not
| now recall, 1 was geated in front of the
of L 0.F & oo when my
pttention was are by ahnormally
loud conversation, and as the parly came
| mearer I saw thal It eams from General
! Meaghor,
|

| alove

As the party came to the place where
I waa, and I had listened a moment, It
apparent that he was deranged,
wag loudly demanding a revolver to
end himegelf against the citizens of
PFort Benton, who, in  his  disturbed
mental condition, he declarad were hos-
tlle to him, and several who then jolned
us gought to allay hig fears and by all
the meana in our power to restore to
sonity his disturbed mental condition.
His nautical friend, whoge host he wag
to he the ensuing moerming, suggested
that he go to his stateroom on the boat,
anid thither three or four of us accom-
papied him. He was stil insistent thag
j the people of Fort Benton were hostlle
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to him and wag fmportunate for a re-[

volver. He was induced to retire {o his
berth, which was-en the stavbonvd side
of the bhout next the bank, and in the
hope thal he would sleep we all went on
share, seeking to al hig anxiety by
the promlge of getting him a revolver,

As he had removed his outer garments
and lain down in his berth, we did not
apprehend there would be furthey trous
ble, thinking the {emporary aberration
the result of the hot and exhausting
ride of the morning, which sleep would
gpeadily corvect. It was a prear shock
to hlg friends, hut we were confident of
him immediate recovery.
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I do not stop here to speculate on the
fo uf his hallueiunation that the peo-
ple of Fort Benton were hostile te him,
But 1 have always thought that a con.-
tentinn  hetween the Blackfoot Tudian
agent, George Wright, and the general
i superintendent of Indian  affaivs,
whersin the general directed the releagse
of ull the intoxleating Nguors in the
eountry which the agent had assumed
lze, waa in Lis mind. Thig contro-
¢ had assumed an epistolary form
T newspapers, as General Meagher's
controversies were exceedingly wont to
do. | only atteibute it to this for laclk
of oilier epuges, but CGeneral Meagher

8

gewr BENTON,
EN. MEAGHER WAS DROWNED.

HOWING WHERE®

had no morae loyal friends than those [n

Fort Benton who rolleltously surrounded

him there in his last hours,
Dyropped Into the River.

I canpot say that apy one remained
in the gtaterosm with nim, for nothing
wasg farther from our thoughts than the
degouement then impending, After a
brief consultation on the lower deck, 1
went to the office of the Indlan agent,
oppodite the G, A,
haps Bty vards di
a letter for the nulg
wihich left at 11 o'l

Poerhiaps I had

been o the oflice 30 minures when 1
heard Capte James Gorman, the stage
agent of ' O, Huntley, excitedly’ ex-

clatm: “General Meagher is drowned!”
Iudlvopped my pen and hastened out Lthe

door and rushed acrocs the gang plank
and acrogs' the lower deck of the steam-
boat, Thers was & colored mun, one of
the men connected wlth tha boat—the
bavher, -1 belisve--who, replying to my
interrogation, sald a man had let
hiraself  down  from © the upper  to
the Jower declk ‘and Jumped into
the viver and gone down sglream. 1 im-

medlately returned to land and raug down
the viver bank, repeating the alarm until
L yeached one of the lower gteamers, the
(iuldon, T belleve, where I went across
Lhe boal to the river side to witeh for
thi general,

Boats - wern  instantly lowered and
manned, and many anxious eyes wera
peering in (he darkness at' the swilt

rolling walers of the great river, that
never seemed 80 wicked as then, It gave
back no wished-for sight nor sound. The
search was kept up all night, and for two
or three days thereafter. Loaves of
bread wera cast on the turbld waters In
obedience to a belief that they would
cause a drowned body to rise to the
surface of the stream. A canhon was
brought Into requisition for the dame
purpose, but the mighty river defled all
our solicitudes and kept its {reasure well,
1 turned from the steamer as I saw the
boats go down the river in the darkness
to fulfill the sad duty of advising Mra,
Meagher of the overwhelming calamity
which hagd befallen her and us all. Bhe
lived on the same street near me in Vir-
ginja City, and it seemed to me to be
my duty to tell her the sad story. I in-
cloged my letter to Dr. Jamea Gibson, the
postmasgter at Virginla City, an accom-
plished gentleman and a fast friend of
Mrs, Meagher, confiding to his discre-
tion the maonner in which he should
break to her the melancholy news.
Mrs. Meagher Told the News.

Ag there was no telegraph, the news of
the event went by mafl that night. No
person, go far o8 I know, save the colored
man, saw CGeneral Meagher go into the
river, and he related to me the circums-
stances as I have told, The oext day
some members of the general's stafl said
to me that we must report that he fell
from the boat aceidentally and mugst not
mention the mental aberration nor at-
tribute it to that, I sald to them I had
written to Mrs, Meagher the exact facts
as they had been related to me, and could
aee no lmputaiion upon the general nor
cauge of humiliation to his friends if his
eager devotion to his dutles’'in hand had
brought upon him so great an afiction,
Home of them seemed to think other-
wige, and in the proclamation by Gove
ernor Green Clay S8mith announcing hia
death it was, I believe, alleged to have
beéen caused by accldent.”

I can well appreclate " the affectlon
which General Meaghar insplred among
his race and his countrymen. Hils form
was manly, hiz manners cordial, his de-
meanor graclous, his conversation in-
structive, his wit kindly, his lmpulses
generous, and I agrea with Horace
Greely, who onee sald to methat General
Meagher was one of the finest conversa-
tionallsls and extemporaneous speakers
ne had ever known, '

It I8 to be regeelted that so much ig
ainid and written of General Meagher and
the manner of his death that 18 not so.
Those who wera with hlm on that last
day of his life will join me I know in de-
nying that his death could be attributed
to any convivial habit. I was with him
mogt of the afternoon, and he was as
resolutely abstembous as the most da-
voul anchorlte, and it ls cruelly unjust
Lo repsat guch an aceusation,

The river was gearched for his re-
maing down to the meuth of the Marias,
but the seaveh wasg in valn, SBomewhers
In the stream hig manly form steeps in
08 serene repose as it would in clasgsha
Avlington, bul the jealous woters guard

their secrel well, and the rushing waves
from wnfound gprings seem  destined
forever Lo be Lis monument and his

Brave,

His Hair,
(Buston Transcript.)

Peacher-—Who wias the "Sweet Blnger
In lsrael?"

Pupll=-Hamson,

Teacher—8S8amson! I'm sarpriged!

Pupll--Well, #f he wasn't what did he
have such o head of hale for?

Chaveoal Epl's Dally Thought.
(Baltimore Neiwe,)

“Dey's o lot ob fefahs i de worl'"
sald Charcoal Eph, “dap got a netion
kabo Hame warn't hulle in epr doy dey
gotter take or swesk ¢ sweep do snow
off'n de shilewulk,'"




