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Growing of Sheep Easily Stands Among the Foremo:.t Occupatmns of the Treasure State and Our Wool Output Is Second to None
in the World—Facts and Figures on the Herds on the Ranges and Something of the Wool Output, With Remarks on
Its Treatment and the Profits Accruing Annually—Lumber Industry Is Also Boommg at This Time.

SPECIAL TO THE INTER MOUNTATN.
ELENA, Deco 31.—With its posi-
tion s first of the statss of the
union as a producer of wool, Mon-
tana's fame is wosadwidg through

the fleeces taken from the backs of her
sheep, The raizing of sheep for the wonl
and for the market is one of the principa!
industries of the state, It represents in
vestments of millions of dollark and an
anmuil income of several millions,

In thirty years the industry has grown
1o such an extent that where there were
but a couple of thousand animals there
are new nearly five million.  The rate of
increase among Montana sheep s great
In recent years some of the flocks haye
inereased in one season 100 per gent, The
average rate of increase is about go per
cent.

Climatic conditions and superior range
make the woo' tmken from the sheep of
the state of superior quality asd greater
quantity than is the case elsewhere. This
fact has long been recognized in the mar-
kets of the world, and everywhere high
prices are paid for the product. Conditions
are better now than ever before and the
outlook for the industry is excellent,

WE WILL BE CALLED
UPON TO SUPPLY MARKET

Failures in roising sheep and the killing
bad weather in other
countries that Montana  will
called vpon to supply a large part of the
markets of the world, This means higher
prices and increasing demand,  Al-
ready the growers are certain of great in

of thousands by

58 be

an
creases in prices next year,

Sheep were first raised in Montana in
1850, there ¢ in
the state.  In 1EBo a great inerease was
shown, th beng at that time i
Suill great nerease was shown ten years
later, 2,352,886, In 100
the grand total of sheep in the state
Maced nt 4,710 Of thest g.003.118
are for stocking purposes, Al of the sheep
are valoed at §io.860,886.

Feeding of shoeep has beon tnken up in
the state on an cxperimental| scale, the
raisers knowing that they, like the cattle-
men, st eventually adopt 1his system
of ing their stock., Al repliofag that
& change must soon be made, the ques-
tion arose as to which direction the grow-
ers must turn.

VALUABLE EXPERIMENTS
AND RESULTS ARRIVED AT

when were 2 animals
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It beeame not a question of new range,
heeause that in this state is the best in
the world, but one of either leaving the

business or making the needgd improve
18

IFeedis
prolilem,

ments on the home ranches,
the matural

salution of the amld

sulting in permanent investments and fw-
provements and limiting to a great extom
the drifting of nomadie bands from other
states, brought here for grazing. The vast

quantity, us well as the geade, of the Mon
tana wool ¢rop, makes it compulsory upon
the buyers to handle it, and with the
changes i methods which are  being
brovght about through patural causes, Mon-
tana stockmen will remain in the vanguard

of a permanent and fairly successiul busi

ness,
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persevered i their efforts 1o advance the
tnterests of the state and to extend the
boundaries of the lvestock industry, ancd
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A GREAT FLOCKh OF MONTANA SHEEP ON THEIR WAY TO THE MARKET,

|
ican  wool-growers, cannot Le  recovered | Turnia, mostly merinos, and in a few yeirs
from in many years. The removal from | these had inereased 1o many  thousanls
the markets of the world of Austealinn woel In 1870 Senator Gibson became interested
has had a wonid L etfect upon the woolen ‘ in sheep growing and he soon decided
industry, fore the mannfactorers into that, while the merino wis o wood beeed
the use of substitutes to so great an extent | i could and I e dmproved, il
as to create demand for relief through therefare imported o nuner f Idelaing
national legislation, and wise action upon sheep, w were crossed with the me b
th ecl will doubtless have a powerful | with wonderiul success,
cffecr upon the future of the sheep in- |

dustry,

BITTER ENMITY DOES
NOT EXIST IN MONTANA

In M |\I1
cnided in

cr enimity

which has
the

a resnlt of ETG

SENATOR PARIS GIBSON

Who Auﬁed Largely in the Davelopm ent of 1he Wcol Fr1du-try in Montana,

it has Deen taken up in every scction of
the state,

"The resulte of these experiments,” sovs
Commissioner Ferguson, “which cover a
pumiber of i, are instructive and valu-
able and seem to point unertingly the di-
rection in which the future of this great
industry lies, Hundreds of thosuands of
sheep were fed during the winter of 1901-2
with unvaryving success, and of the lusses
noted from storm and exposire none were
recorded among the bands so provided for,

“It is also believed that this method
wis responsible, in some degree at least,
for the lamh erop of the sp 102,
which was above the average.

“Many letters were rec d Ly the bu-
rean, indicating satisfactory results 1 als
mast every

“As to the general conditions prevailing
in the sheep-raising business, apinions Vary
among the growers, but the ems to he
& prevailing sentiment  that marked
change in methods is impending. The
causes which will operate in this direction

CHse,

]

are chiefly the adavnee in cost of plant I

through the raise in price of land and the
curtailing of available rangd arens, neces-
sitating the laber and expense of erecting
miles of fence, which could enly be done
on land that was under private ownership,

BUSINESS HAS BEEN
SATISFACTORY THUS FAR

“Notwithstanding these so-called draw.
backs, the husines has heen satisiactory in
the main, even the adverse conditions re-

.'uu!

onism  hetween cattlenien
over the use of the

sheepmen
t existed

range,

the extent made evide frequent
:lashes in other states, re have been
some disputes, but the trouble has pever

licen as serious as in other sections of the

e union produces maore wonl

I'I..m \lnm The anmaal ¢ n this
state is net even approached in quantity
by that of any other state. In quality
the wool from this state is also wnsur
passed by that 1y other st In
quality the woal from this #tate is alsn
LTSS TF and the buyers in all the
markets of the world louk upon Mantan;
wool a8 of the Lest Prices are con-
stantly advaweiog and 1he output increas-
ing.

Men and women in all parts of the world
WEAr garments ma

of woal grown upon

the hucks of M i sheep,  Inoall the
wool markets this product is guoted, [t
goes everywhere and in cach place s in
great demand,  The forthcoming report

of the burean of agriculture, lalor and in-
dustry will contain a comprehensive re-
view of this industry, Seme of the com-
ment is as follows:

MONTANA STANDS FIRST
IN PRODUCTION OF WOOL

“In the production of this great staple
Montana stands first of all the states in
the wnion.  From  small beginnings,
through many  vicissitudes and varying
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practi cnee necessary for m
| ing a plan when started, There is but 1it
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always plentiful,
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ing, lumbering or farming
the first two are

ARE NO FACTORY TOWNS
IN THE TREASURE STATE

“There are no factory towns and we
have our proportion of idle men
times, We all the workingmen we
except in the marter of farm hapds
dones servants, Lbut the Id  for
manufacturing plants without ] WA
and in the hesteg
vorld, is practically v

at al
hiive
need
anl

smull
competition
in 1the

“In manufactured articles it is prol
alle thar more homenade lamber, brick
flour and beer is sold than in any other
line, but these rr|||lJ||n||||I|H are all shipped

in by carloeads to sup the  demand
Thousands of horsels of tern heer are
every year, and in some parts of the
the different brands of Nerth Da
flour are the only ones offered

for sale,  The quality of barley and wheat
grown in the stute being unsurpassed, ir-
rigation extension will inerease the
nge,"”

Scores of instances of oppertunities in
all lines of ma mur.ulurr are eited by the
commissioner,  These camprise apenings
for the profitable operation of plants in
almost every line of industry, The eom-
missioner remarks that Montana is fle
Lest market in the world for any manu-
factured article; that it produces the raw
materials for all kinds of finished gro-
duct, yet there are practically no plamts,

(,ommuu!mg on these conditions, Mr,
Ferguson says that the absence of manw-

wcre-

sheared by iachines ' ploved i omne

| Sheep are now " dant will care for pooo 1o
| |

[ many sections
|

l tig and pew plants hieep o day, only halt ot these bwing

this important part of the sheep vedl o the shearing, 1the others caring
| yoare propected o omany other sece | for the sheep amd sacking the wool
| tions,  Formetly it was necessary to shear | he  principal  advantage  of  this
| each sheep by hand, a tedions and labor are bess fojury bt the animals aml
Foous as well as costly prioce | a apprecitive g i th
| ]
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MONTANA SHELP ON THE RANGE,

fncturing plats nieans a grent loss too | is maede into an article reaily for market,
the s every yeiar.  Raw materiad o] Al s shigy ty other portio ol the
sold almost exclusively, and the man who | country, the  commissioner  making  the
bays it docs wo with the ddea of making Combeit this means an drretvievalile
a profit,  To make this profit the fooshed | loss 1o the stare

product o laek te the state and To subistantinte his assertions of mana
sl 1uri poskibalitios 0 Mamtana, the

MEANS GREAT LOSS T0 rwnissioncr commentt on the cnoruon
US EVERY SINGLE YEAR = /"0 e ol b

S g e g g et B ot it S o
missioner  says  thot mitaria  produces Viundant water power | 0 eitedd
of this metul, y 1wt o pound | an turers, With

G1 pur cent i indueement

Hodo HANSEN

Manager of the Central Pharmacy of Dillon, the Leading Drug Store of Beaver-
head County, An Interesting Account of This Enterprising Business
House Will Be Found on Page 2, Part Two.
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reducing o any great extent the eost ol
shearing, the ellorts to reduce the price
per heash haviog not only resulted in strikes,
bt operated 1o keep the old hands out of
the ddisteict IThe rate of reiduction wis
propased at one cont a lead, the shearers
to pay therr board

“There s estimated to be alimit g0, 000
then i the United  States wha  (ollow
hearving as a business, amd these go (rom
tate 1o state during the season, retirming
to their homies at s close, 1 liele earnings
awverage aluoot 7 a day, though there are
experts whoe are sanl to cain a L
$:5 a day

PLumbering has always beon an fmports
ant dmdustry in Montana, 1t is so sl
amd there is a sopply of timber that will
fr=mish materials for the mills for waay
years,  Acveording to Commissioner ], A,
Fergmsaon, in the anmual report of the ln
rean ol agricoltore, labor  and  andustry,
there an o the stale 15 boteer of
lhier Fhis is suthcient for =0 yeirs at
the rate of consimption of the last year,

In making this estimiate the commi
sioner figures only the tHmber on govern
ment amd state Loaks.  Millions of feet
on radlrowd Land and on that ow |
i companies and other i

R Ihere is no means of estiy
this supply, however, and the figure
given for only that on other Tand L
total, 1074 Bue feer of tmber is on

crmpent Timd and the state owne «
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W plete and proba it noarly
wil of 1 returns were olitained
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Montana Needs lVIore Manufacturers to Invest in the State

thi utanimg up of the sitoution,
tetn are ovited 1o nyvestigate the
tinie el

MUNICIPAL OWNERSHIP
IN THE TREASURE STATE

" AL TGO THE B» e My IN
Heloma, Dee, g1 Manicipal ownership
% 8 question that interests every eity and
citizen uf Montani, This method of von

dueting enterprives eommaonly ealled puli
ho utilivies has not heen tied to n wreat
extent in the stite, bt the report of the

trean of agriculture, Tabor and induosoey

contiing a earefully compiled statement of
the results of the experiments to date,

In Montama the principal efforts  at
ellecting municipal ownership have Leen
wi orks. Several eitics have tricd
1h Lol conducting their own
Fhe annual-report shows that in ever,
the people are well sabisfied with the re
sudts aned that Lot few conlil be found whoe

were willing to restore the business to the
fermer awners,
Fort Benton was the

tani to elect

first city in Mon-
munieipal ownership or &

witer plant. At present Bozeman, Miles
City, Great Falls and Red Lo awn their
systeins, and White Sulplur H'|u||. (CR T

bilding a plant of sufficient slze to supply
the city with water for a lomg time,

Deputy Commissiongr Benedier made a
investigntion of the subjeet ol
cipal ownership,  To obtain informa-
af yalue he earelully inspected the
bocks at Great Falls, those of the cily
thuse of the company which operated
plant before the eity took hold,

hese books, se his report says, show
thar the saving to the ity is ik, Meu
with whom he talked on the subject agreod
that I ownership was a suceess,

and expressed themselves as unwilling to
return 1o the old conditions,

Balfour's Unpopulanly

INew Yark Tribune.)

A story g5 told of Arthur Balieur's ox-
perience ag secrctary for Iveland whicn
Mlustrates both his unpopulavity and the
wit of the eelebrated Father Healvy, Dal-
four asked the priest on one oeceasion
Do ghe Irish really hate me as much as
the newspapers say "'

"My dear sir," was Father Healey's an.
swer, "if they only hated the devil half as
much as they hate you, my occupation
would be gone"




