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BILLINGS THE GREATEST WOOL MARKET IN THE WORLD
In the Heart of One of the Richest Tracts in the Americas, Both for" Grazing and Farming, Thriving Little Yellowstone City Forges

to the Front in an Industry Which Is Rapidly Becoming One of the Very Greatest in the Treasure State-Facts and Figures
in the Wool Industry and Something About Billings as a City and How It Has Grown and Prospered.

L.LI.U(;S, Dec. 3r.--illings, the
county seat of •ellowstone
county. is without doutbt the
liveliest and thriftiest city of

its size in the state. It has a population
of nearly s,ooo and is steadily growing.
Its buildings are largely of brick and
stone and have a sublantial, modern ap-
pearance, while the streets are broad and
clean and well kept. A modern electric
light station and water-power plant keeps
the town well lighted and adequately pro-
tected from fire. Commercially, it is the
largest trading center in Eastern Montana.

The town derives its patronage from g
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THE SHEARING PLANT OF THE SNIDOW SHEEP COMPANY, IN BILLINGS.

rich agricultural district and draws tradle
froii 15o iiiles north :inII fully the sanme
distance on the south, andi about -5 miles.
cast and \ est.

It does nut depend upon :fly one inlths

try and i- rapidly c lmin. into ptso inetnce
as a jobllni cenlter.

WOOL, MUTTON AND BEEF
ARE THE STAR PRODUCTS

The p' inriip:,l line• of imhsl try :Ite tlhe
grtingu (f iol. nuittin . l. I 'Fi. (reat
stretch s oli f in\ ,,ii i fully rich yr:lai I;I lil
lie on xc tr, -.,, .f the 11 to n, amtI lily
ilunlber of th, r,,,t fertile farms ill the
state can Ih I nu'l ithlihl in few i, 1 i f
the city.

The t,"lo i Iunl: t ,11 :,n tolndtl.tii,:
plain bict•tie<n high , .indtuui, ln , haIlllt., a;11,
the great 1 eillou. tn river, olhichl ri-,s
illn the f.lno,1 - '\ \ , , rl.land

.
'" 1ow

throuiigh the \:lir. nit. luig thle \% hiih
Ia tern I \i 11 n., i.h ,1 il till nltil ort..

rilmptic - into the Mii i o iuri.
The pttin of the ell,,• -t.,,,e valley

of which Itilliiin• i, tihe center has the
itnest clill:mate in \ll utail. Tihe iinthlince

of the .a trit breath of the I ,pl:nli current,
or etlluatiriall river ini tith I .aiciic. i-i felt

o,,er it.he etire state. Thller are occa-
,sional coll spells. which rarely last over

three dlays, hlien tihe mercury drips lower
than _i diegree,- .oI w zer,., but in the
dry air it is not felt so severely as zero
weather in the ilake or Atlatic coast
states, and thie , ilnd never blows when
the temperature tiall, below zer.o in Mon-
tana. The lecirded ellean templleratutre inm
Miontana is 48 hdegrees. Ihe average rain-
fall is to inches. llThe now fall is less
than in Nec\ York or (Ohli, except in the
mountains. A day ,ihen n the un i does inot
shine is a rarity, lland uiling operationsi
and work iii the open air can he carried
on in every month The elevation of
Billiing• a .bove tihe sea level is . ,ll feet.
Thie climlate iF. t.unpassed ftor health-
fulness.

PUBLIC UTILITIES IN
HUSTLING LITTLE CITY

Ilillings cutain, the implrovetments and
advantages usuall to l bie foundtl in cities
of a5,omo inhalitl.ntit. Sihe has a tine
modern sewerage -syytem ; water works,
with a capacity of .0.,,,,,.o gallons a day,
and mt miles of mains, capahile of sup-
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HE0PER FARM ,NEAR BILLINGS, OWNED BY I, D. O'DONNELL.
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plying a population of 8,ooo with pure,
wholesome water; an electric lighting
ystem, with night and day circuit for

light and power; local and long-distance
telephone exchanges; the best equipped

re department in the northwest. It is
the best lighted city in the Northwest. It
poussees the free mail delivery, and the

first rural free delivery to be established
by the postoffice department runs out
from Billings and brings a daily mail to a
rural population of about 8oo; the postal
business at Billings, as shown by the deo
partment statistics, is the greatest of any
city of the United States of a similar size,
except Sterling, Illinois, which is the
home of a celebrated patent medicine
laboratory. The streets of the city are all
graded and equippel with sidewalks, and
most of them lined with shade trees; the
lawns and flower gardens of Billings are
admirably kept and greatly admired. Not.
withstanding the erection of many new

holtmuss eacih year, ther e i t not ;iii empty
ho ,•s. in the city.

GREATEST WOOL MARKET
IN ALL THE WORLD

Ilillin *, is the griatlt t pirir m ry wool
malrket inl th• wor, over It .).u,ooc

Ipound of i i I t ha ing he rt ..l,1r and con.
Tt o'd t ' a ttern c nlter, dulrint: the ,ea-

,1,n of olil It i I at l 'e ereli stct mttt

r ill Ir;i t.t'l. ith r xport, lr lt .l tthl ,
ili.rl ,-, t agrtt l t nral pnhIr It, :ot huiliting
hi't , \hti t .tin• ,. hei r i .l e ti er I, purclta,ed

h 'r' t , t .ir b y tj " stnt i u n t d e p rth , ern nt

Sf J tIttar y. r t It ta
th tn in most citic $ ,of ,i1ral times
Iie .tsue of lilling. o wool firm pIalin
n.trly $u,t 0 anex uy i frightooooo pound,
wh ]tile trth s•. u ,thers pay telu thiros
thnl half that amouoo .nd hwere are
thr(e tl hurcllt e hai s sool s foral very
l•arg retail firms. ililling, :, a railroad
c'Ithr wiltks ulllinmatly beil the whlealst
point of Mlontana. The fonr ,:nik; have
al average depostit of $t.;t3,.,n . All the

:ank then in Itillingrt , I, I t hr o yrn tatiugh
thi pnict of er pl r

FACTS AND FIGURES ON
GREAT AND GROWING TRADE

.1r. Ilery White., secretary of the ]ill-
ing, club r wtho is in a puiitiun to tell per-
haps better than anyone else, stated to a
representlative of the Inter Mountain that.
the total shipment o wool from a illin cal
during n,•0,. exceeded i3,ooo,ooo pounds.
While these figures do not quite equal those
of thie preceding year, yet it is a distinct
gain when one take, into consideration
that over ",ooooon pounds were shipped
from thle ]lttlington warehouse on the
Codly branch. This wool was formerly
shipped from Billings.

This makes itllings easily the largest
primary wool g'atnut in the world, the
fact heing proved by three years' statis-
tics. "there is 1n other place where so
muIch ralw woIol i, Ihandled as in thie mte-
tropoli. of ea.tern .Montana.

The town is also an importanlt cattle
shipping point. All of the cattle south of
the .ius;wshell mountains are driven to

f.vt yer':tCti unh .fer; tn

Texas and Old Mexico are distributed at
]illings to stock the ranges tributary to
the town.

Among the large farmers near Billings
may be mentioned I. D. O'Donnell of the
Hesper farm, W. O. Parker and Charles
King. The principal sheepmen are C, M.
Ilair, the Custer Sheep company and the

Snidow Sheep company. Each of thes.
sheep companies shipped more than too,-
0oo pounds of wool in spos.

EMPORIUM POPULAR
WITH THE BILLINGS FOLK

spfrlAt. TO TRII INTR• MOUNTAIN.
Billings, Dec. 3.--One of the largest

and most progressive wholesale liquor
houses in the state is that of L. II. Fenske
of Ilillings.

The firm has been doing business in Bill-
ings for 2o years and is recognized by
the liquor men of the state as one of th

most reliable houses. 'The sta :llishmnlt,
on Ollntana avenue andi T'went.y-stleventh
street, is well stocked with old whiskies
anl the choicest wines and brandies to lie
ulitained anywhere in the market.

T'wcnty years ago I.. II. Fenske, the pro-
prietor, came uip the Yellowlone river
from Bismarck, N. i)., with a 'atload of
freiglt. tillings was a p•Ula town, at
that time. ,t eyen at t date:lav

L. H FENSKE OF BILLINGS.

promise of a great future. A few frame
shacks and a handful of tents were all that
marked the site of the town which today
is one of the liveliest and most progressive
cities of the state.
,Mr. Fenske, with true business instinct,"

recognized the possibilities of the country
and unloaded his freight and opened his
establishment.

HIS BUSINESS GREW
AS BILLINGS GREW

The town prospered and Mr. Fenke's
business .olntinucd to grow until today It
is second to none in Eastern Montana.
For 20 years lie has occupied the same
location, replacing his first building by a
handsome brick structure, and by fair deal-
ing and a strict integrity has won the
confidence and esteem of every business
man whom l he has mnet ill ;it commecrcial
way.

His wholesale house is orderly and well-
kept and his customers are always treated
with courtesy and consideration.
lie is the agent for the famous Val

IBlatz Jeer of .Milwaukee, and the justly
celebrated products of the great Anheuser-
Busch brewery of St. Louis. A big stock
is constantly kept on hand and dealers
may always feel confident of having their
orders filled..

Ilis leading brands of whisky are "Old
Crow" and "Bond & Lillard," which he
keeps in large quantities. He also has a
big stock of these goods in bond at the
distilleries where It Is taking on age.
"Hunter's Rye" and "Lewis' '66" are taw'
of the popular brands of bottled whiskies
which are constantly kept on hand in quan-
titles that always makes it possible to fill
the wants of dealers.

A full line of choice cigars is carried.
Mr. Penske's establishment Is one of the

pioneer landmarks of Billings and is recog.
aized throughout Eastern Montana as one
of the city's most substantial business
houses. The proprietor is an enterprising,
public-spirited citizen, always ready and
willing to lend his assistance and Influ-
once to any worthy project which has for
Its object the upbuilding and advancement
of the town. It is his open, fair-minded
manner of doing business that has won for
him the esteem and respect of a big list of
customers.

BILLUNGS PIONEER WHO
HAS GONE TO THE FORE

SPECIAL TO THE INTER MOUNTAIN.
Billings, Mont., Deo. t:.-Owe

of the most impressive things to
the visitor at Billings is the mammoth
stock of goods carried by the merchants.
The stores ln this thriving eity are up-to-
date in every particular.

The A. L. Babcock Hardware company
is one of these progressive Arms. Aside
from the big hardware store the firm owns
the Yellowstone Valley fiouring mills,
which grind ras barrels of four daily.
The mills run night and day and employ
constantly so or sa men. The principal
grade of flour manufactured is "Billings'
Best," which is known in every household
the length and breadth of the state.
'A. L. Babcock is president of the comn-
usny and F. B. Connelly secretary. The

abtoe was established ao years ago and by
its enterprise and progressiveness it has
become the objective point for purchasers
of hardware for many miles around.

Colonel Babcock was born in New York
state about So years ago, and went to Illi-
nois, where he stayed until 1882. There
was a great rush for the West in that year
occasioned by the completion of the North-
ern Pacific road.

When Colonel Babcock camne to Billings
the town was composed almost entirely of
tents. lie brought a stock of merchandise
up the Yellowstone river by boat. In the
fall, when the railroad was completed, he
brought more goods, aind since that time
has been building up and enlarging his
business until it is second to none in the
state. The firm of the A. I.. ltabcock hard-
ware company dues a large wholesale busi-
ness, anlld two traveling salesmen are on
the road continuously, selling flour and
hardware. Gradually the firm is working
towardl a wholesale jobbing Ibusiness, andl
commandsl a territory extending 5o miles
south ilto v\\'yvning.

The town of Itiillo .gs is well located for

S l distributiong point for whlilesalers and
tht :\. I.. Iltlu.wok Ihardlware company has
not beIen slow in recognizing these fca
tures. DI)ring the Iast few years trade
has I,.nt increasing rapidly and doubtless
will contillnue to do so as the country sur-
rounding Ilillings is developed and settled.

(',,louil alcock is president of the
Y'ell,wstme Natio,lnal hank.

BILLINGS STEAM LAUNDRY
IS AN UP-TO-DATE PLANT

SeIF., t.1. Ii 'lli IN•Ni A10 'N1AIlN.
Itillings. l)Dec. 3..---Along the many

ithriving Ihuiness houses in Billings, the
stReani laundry, owned by Erickson & Scott,
asil t:ake, front rank for its up-to-date-

ntess and enterprise. The establishment is
etluilppel with all the latest machinery and
is thoroiughly capable of turning out the
finest work from St. Paul to Butte.

I he firm consists of W. J. Scott and
15. I•Fickson, two gentlemen fully alive to
the •ieedls the publitc, and anxious to
liei. ecustomers.

I1 t hiuildingb. •n First avenue north and
Tit•,Iity-sixth street. is a model of con-
veii nc.e iul i:eatlicss. It is 12o feet long
mil ts feet wilh, and built of brick.

Mr. Scott. p:llantc the buihling and the
.dlmii•l,'l arraigeimeit oi the machinery
within. The machines are pilaced in two
linei,. the entire length of the building,
while the huge loiilers swhich furnish the
hot water and motive power, are stationed
in the rear. 'I lie apparatus is thoroughly
modern. which makes it iossible to do fine
win k with neatness and dispatch.

In the rear end of the spacious work
rcn is an an apparatus for making the soap
usetI in the laundry. Here also is t!":
pilace where silks and other delicate fabrics
are washed by hanl.

()In department is devoted to repairing
clothing which comes to the laundry torn,
while near the front of the building is the
iarking room, which like the rest of the
,laundry, is spacious and well lighted.

The laundry makes a specialty of one-
day work for the convenience of the trav-
eling public. You may send your bundle
to the laundry in the morning and in the
afternoon it is returned to you neatly
washed and ironed. One thing you may
always be sure of and that is, when your
bundle comes back to you It's clean.

Traveling nlum: hiom as far west as the
coast and east as far as St. Paul save
their laundry until they reach Billings,
knowing that the work will be done
iromptly and in the neatest possible man.
nter.

The laundry has out-of-town agencies
in every town east to the Dakota line;
west to Livingston; on the Burlington, to
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Sheridan, Wyo., and on the Cody branch to
Red Lodge.

Its enviable reputation has been just'
earned and is one of the institutions of
which Billings may well feel proud.

ONE OF THE LARGEST
STORES IN THE COUNTY

SPECIAL TO THE INTER MOUNTAIN.

Billings, Dec. S.-Billings is easily the
center of the wool Industry of the state
of Montana and is fast forging to the
front as a point for shipping cattle. In
handling these great branches of the
state's wealth there is nothing more Im-
portant to the man who rides the rante
than a strong, comfortable and durable
saddle, and there are few cattlemen or
sheepmen in this part of the state who

are not acquainted with the product of
P. B. Chapman's store at Billings.

He makes a specialty of manufacturing
saddles, and for durability, beauty of de-
sign and excellepce of workmanship they
cannot be excelled in the state.

Mr. Chapman employs only the most
competent artisans in his establishment,
and the work which he turns out has won
for him an enviable reputation among the
men who spend the greater part of their
time in the saddle.

There is a good variety of designs,
ranging from the most exquisitely-carved
and handsomely-decorated saddle down to
the plain sort, all so strongly sewn and
constructed as to meet the severest re-
quirements.

Every saddle turned out from this estab-
lishment is guaranteed to be as repre-
sented. lie also sells a great number of
the best saddles to dealers outside of
IBillings.

Mr. Chapman's harness store on Mon-
tana avenue carries a superb stock of
everything needed for riding or driving,
for the comfort of the horse or the con-
Senience of the owner. A fine assortment
of handsome harnesses, for work or driv-
ing horses, is constantly kept in stock and

ell~

ten",,

at prices that are commensurate with the
quality of the goods.

Mr. Chapman, during his two years of
business in Billings, has won for himself
an enviable reputation for honesty and in-
tegrity in all his dealings. The prices at
his store are certain to please you, and
the articles manufactured 1,y him are
guaranteed to be strictly first-class, both
in workmanahip and material.

Aside from his large stock of saddler
and harness, Mr. Chapman has a hand-
some assortment of bits, spurs and bridles,
the equal of which cannot be found In
Eastern Montana. His steel bits and
spurs, beautifully inlaid with silver, are
sure to catch the eye of any horseman and
his stock of whips and robes is full and
complete.

One very attractive feature of his spa-
cious store is an assortment of Indian

belts, moccasins, pouches and warbonnets,
purchased from red men. These will be
found very interesting to those who admire
the prettiest beaded things made by the
Indians, and very useful to those who care
to wear them. The variety and quantity
found at Chapman's is larger than any
place in Billings.

ELECTRIC LIGHT AND
WATER POWER PLANTS

SPLCIAL TO THE INTER lIOuNTAII.
Billings, Dec. a3.-Billings is partic-

ularly fortunate in having one of the
most modern and satisfactory electric light
and water power plants in the state. The
plant is situated one mile from the city
upon the Yellowstone river and is thor-
oughly up to date in the matter of ma-
chinery and equipment to give satisfactory
service. The power is obtained from the

river by a system of turbine wheels. It has
a capacity of 4.oo0,oo0 gallons daily.

The electric light station, which is run in
connection with the water pumping plant,
furnishes the current for 7.5oo incandescent
and 75 are street lamps. It is equipped
with three general electric generators of
the latest three-phase type and one are ms-
chine.

NEW HOTEL IS SOON TO
BE PUT UP AT BILLINGS

SPECIAtI TO TILE INTTR MOI.'TAI,.

Billings, Dec. 31.-Something that the
busy town of Billings has needed for many
a day, and one that will soon be estab-
lished, is a thoroughly modern hotel, run
on up-to-date principles. A large hand-
some three-story brick building is now in
process of construction and will soon be
ready for occupancy.

The proprietors of the new hotel are H.
W. Rowley and P. B. Moss, two well-
known business men of Billings. The
hotel will be elegantly furnished with alt
the modern conveniences and comforts that
money can buy. Billings is a convenient
point for commercial travelers to stop foe

Sunday, and the erection of a new hotel
will make the town more popular than
ever.

It is planned to devote part of the
ground floor to store rooms and offices.
The building has a frontage of iSo feet
and is 8o feet deep. This will be ample
for the requirements, and will be a hand-
some addition to the substantial structures
that grace the boad streets of Billings.

BILLINGS BREWERY IS ONE
OF THE BEST IN THE WEST
SPECIAL TO TlUE INTEL MOUNTAIN.

Billings, Dec. 3s.-One of the most im-
portant business interests of Billings is
that of the Billings Brewing company.
Three years ago last April a large, hand-
some brick brewery, second to none in the
state, was erected, and under the capable

and efficient management of Phil Grein
the business has made wonderful progress.

The brewery turns out 15,ooo barrels of
beer annually in kegs and bottles. The
beer is made by one of the best brewers in
the country and is always cool, palatable
and refreshing. The modern machinery
and advanced methods in brewingR ive
the product of the Billings brewery a dis
tinct quality and have made it Ilppll;r
throughout Eastern Montana. It i tlhm
oughly aged before it leavc. the brewery,
and by this method of prearalorti,, thr
beer never causes biliousness.

The Billings Brewing comlllpatly sends its
product into •Wyonlingl on tih soutlh; to
Lewistown on the north, and to I.iving-
ston on the west. Its I eastern Irr'ilory
extends to the Dakota line and beyond.

The offices of the comlpanyl, are Henry
Mueller of Butte. president: Phil (;rein,
secretary and •tailnam r, and Collins West,
tl ensurer.


