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HUNDREDS OF DEAD
CLOG THE MORGU

TOTAL FATALITIES IN CHICAGO
FIRE ESTIMATED AT FROM
500 TO 700.

MANY AWAIT IDENTIF!GATIDN

Maddered Mourners Besiege Under-
taking Establishments, Seeking
Lost Ones Among Dead.

Chicaga, Dee. ji.—Today brought with
it only the legacy of yesterday's monu
mental ¢ ity the prediction that
the list oi in the Iroguois hAre
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There were the heads of families, broth
ers, sisters and men and women Tooking
for those from outsi cities  wha  lad
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AUDIENCE FLED IN A
MAD PANIC

LOSS OF LIFE MIGHT EASILY HAVE
BEEN AVOIDED, 5AYS MANAGER,

Chicago, I, Dec. a1.—Will I, Davis
and Harry 1. Powers, proprietors of the
Iroquois  theater, made the  following
statement ot 120 this ( Thursday morne-

Ing )

“So far as we have heen able to ascer
tain the cause of causes of the unfortunate
accident of the fire in the lroguais, it ap-
peirs that one of the scenic draperies was
noticed to have ignited from sone cause,
It was detached before it had resched an
sppreciable flane and the city fireman,
who is detailed and constantly an duty
when the theater is opened, noticed it
simultaneonsly with the electrician, The
fireman, who was only o few feet away,
pulled a tube of killire, of which there
were many hanging about the stage, and
threw the contents uvpon the Blaze, which
would have been more than eumu,h if
the kilfire had been cffel:twe!y used,

“But for somc reason, it bad ne effeet

The

fireman and electrician then ordrrr:l
down the ashestos curtain, and the fire
man threw the contente of ancther tube of
kilfire uwpon the blize, with o better
result, The ecommation 1hus caused ex
cited the alarm of the awdience, which
it oonce started for the exitd, of which
there are a5, all of unusual width, all
open and ready to the hand of any one
res e them,

I'he drait thus cavsed before the ecur

tald could he entirely opened, produced a
Lellying of the asbestos curtain, causing n

pressure on the guides L the solid
hirick wall of the proseenium, thus stop
its dlescent,
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Children Sat Interested.
I looked over the faces of the an
o aid  Miss 1M adon, “ind re
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¢ln were present,

I coulid see

itheir faces flled with interest
aml their eyes wide open as they wa sl
the hurning eurtain, -«
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Chorus Girls Hercines.

U the charus girls, who had
dromaed 1y n by roexhilition
turned 1o flee, bt
were overcome before tliey
several of them fell w
I gaw the men in the ciat

them off the
wis the first to
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of presence of mingd,
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vonld take 0 ostep
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ering on the railing was
mil we were compelled to
of the burning cartain
to prevent them from

clothing
hing fire.
Then a Rushing Flame.
“Then there
Brean

ciame b great roar and a
ad the Hames shot out
uver 1ol the theater until iy
seemed to me s though it must reach the
very front walls,

“There bt Tew men in the au-
dienee, but | saw several of them pulling
and pushing women and children aside as
fought  like wanines to reach the
exits, | saw g uumber of little children
trinpled  wnder foot and none of them

aguin.
“Inothe baleony the scene was heyand
my power to deserile. There wag a Li
blaek crush of human  bLeings, each one
apparently  fghting  everybody el The
Laleony was so #teep that many fell be-
fore vhey bhad left the
seats,  Lhe exits to the fire escapes were
choked, and those in the rear rushed with
all the strength they possessed on those
that were nearer the doors.
Man Krocked Her Down,

It was almost incredible, the speed with
which the flames ran through the scenery,
As | started up the aisle o man rushed
into me and knocked me down, 1 was so
terror-stricken that | grew weak and sank
into one of the orchestra chairs, and after
that 1 hardly remember anything. In some
way | reached the entrance where men
were kicking in the doors and shattering
the glass pancls in their attempts to afford
a larger space for the exit of the peaple,

“"Many fell as they reached the doors,
where o few steps more would have car-
ried them to fresh air and safety,

Walked on Prostrate Bodies.

“Ag 1 tnok at it now, | must have heen
walking on prostrate bodies as 1 struge
gled through  the. opening, All of our
party escaped in about the same manner aa
I did; but all of them suffered so terribly
in the matter of clothing that the firse
thing they did was to rush to the stores

WD

to huy wwaps to cover them,"
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To Sift Disaster's Cause.

We will make every effor to sife this
natter to the bottom," saul Coroner Trae-
wer List gl

: wne must he to blame and the
{i e placed where it Lhelongs.

AL present we ean do nothing fa
cilivite the work of identification

MANY ARE SAVED BY
THE HEROIC FIREMEN
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BODY OF YOUNG GIRL
IMPALED ON RAILING

Phe hody of a dark haired girl, &

ently 12 years of age, was found o
railing of t eany, she app
havii noover from thae

baleony alwye

With all jrs clothing
# opair of baly  shoes,
child  abiou vear old  wi
tar eorner of the e hale

from it
Loildy of a
fonmd
ny, It

evidently been ky I from its mother's
arms and was  trampled  beyond  recogni-
Lion,

GATHER UP VALUABLES
OF DEAD IN BASKETS

BCOTEs wWere
fortunate!

liadies,

While

carrying oot
few in numbwrs,
il seats for valualles.

en were found who lad provided
with baskets and were filling
th the property of the dead,

I'hey
thedter
work of
floor of
g the
acevscd of being thieves and pickpockets,

were placed under arrest and the
ushiers and stage hands given the
colleets the wvaluables on the
the th During the even-
police arrested over a dozen men

Twa of the down
their doors as o 7
were the Mincis
owned by the
Iraguois,

All wiher  theaters  remained  open as
nenal, and there was no perceptibile falling
off in the attendance

Manager Davis Collapses.

town theaters closed
It of the fire, These

proprictors of the ill-fated

Will J, Davis, one of the proprietors of |

the Illincis, eollapsed | night under the

worry and distress oceasioned by the dis-

aster,
After the

fire he and Mr, Powers made

| their headyuarters in the woman's dressing

roums, where they were hesicged by people
who were frantically seeking information
of their relativ
The climax came with Mr, Davis when
he was approached by Grorge . Sanborn,
ioprominent business man, wheo said:
"I had 12 children in two hoxes;
are missing. Are they in there.”
"My God, that's what kills & man,” ssid
Mr, Davis, as he turned away and the next
instant would have fallen to the Anor, He
Was el to a carriage and driven
home. er it was ascertained that Mr,
Santorn's son, Harold, 1y years old, had
#n the entire party in safety fmm the
theater, ' i

they

Morgues Besieged,

All night long stricken people hesicg
the morgues where the dead had heen caT
ried awaiting identification, Hunderds df
men. waited in long lines for hours, to
finally demand admittanee. For eyvery per-
son who was allowed to enter the death
rooms a score were carried away,

Mourners Riotous.

After waiting for several hours in front
of Jerame and company's establishment in
Madison street, the erowd of mourncrs,
consisting of over 1,000, persons, became
lmpotient, and it took the united eflorts of

UNDER~

ul Powers, which were |

INTER MOUNTAIN

DEAD LIE N LONG

] 20 palicemen who were guarding the place
| to quiet the dissatisfaction,
The hetween the piles of dead
were already filled with persons and it was
impassible for those outside to enter until
those already inside left to make room,
The policemen in cliarge of the line of
walting persons which extended west in
Madisun street for several Locks, tried to

nisles

explain the  sitvation, Lut  the excited
fathers and husbands and mothers who
were anxions about relatives and friends,

refused to be pacified,

200 Awaiting ldentificatcion.

At Rals lf)IIH nu-uuu 2 Adams sreet,
where bodies lay  awaiting
sries were equally as
were thousands, of peos
and
with the greatest dificulty that
the police were able to contrnl the situa-
tion, so onxious were the grief stricken
ain adimittance 1 rtain if
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t one thep to the other,
| sevking news of missing
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tily the e
At the eentral palice station, within one
and & half synare the theater, a dog
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Ten Days

Chienees, e B
theater js

. Diaclars ¢

Strike for

supply carrisges 1o

leelared @

s triee for
o to advive

nf the yictins,
Young of the anion

2 and  talked
unaniimonsly
= until after the

i the funceals
Ahert
1l

vietims,

Il unie
lowing e

acders then drew ap
I osent it out hroo
preat disaster to the
five at the Ir

ks

lie caused Ly the
ater, | do
present strike of
drivers faor
that e

herely

her request
wrt al once

to iy
10011 st
ive place of
vihing in his power
in earing for the
wages are tn have

ery

7 :

sviient aid
his
wattd of the

to assist

public |

| tion, \LBLIT

Fhe hvery owners have arranged for

putting out of cvery carriage in the citv,
Now-pnion men have been hired Ly the
seare, dnd o opotice was sent (o union
driver to report for work this wning

wiider the old terms of employment,

PLAN BENEFITS FOR
THE FIRE SUFFERERS

New York Tllcalrlr:a1 Managers to
Devote Proceeds to Cause.

York, Dee. 31~ The news of the
fisaster fullowed in New
the annonncement  of several
for the sufferers. 5. Shulert
itely  telegr m]u-i manager in

New
Chicaga
York Dy

Wis

liis

| to devote receipts of next
i¥'s matinee “The Pie™ ta the
and announced that of Weldnes-

“Winsome Winnie," now
I to the same cavse,
compiny. will also
nuwher of orher nun-
ing similar liheral acts.
Manrice Klaw and Alram
the leading membiers of the

ainee of
sl |u

Red

A

# il synddicate, who own lorge interests
1 Iroquois theater, sat in their af-
s in the New Amsterdam theater until

er midnight

eagerly awaiting the tele
grams from their \}lnn,,u representitives,
klaw & Erlanger own “Mr. Blueheard,”
I'heir representative says it eost $65.000 to
produce it there.  About 240 people were
with the product on the roasl toor,

Ihe present “Mr, Bluebeard” hegan its
at Pittsburg, September 28,

ARCHITECT SAYS FIRE
IS SAD LESSON TO HIM

Will Never Allow Wood to Be Used in a
Theater Building Again.
Pittshurg, Dee, 31— Benjamin H, Mar
shall, the Chicago architect, who designeld
the Troquois theater. left for his home last
night, taking advantage of the first oppor-

tunity to view the scene of horror,

Mr, Marshall was overwhelmed by the
news of the disaster. "1 never allow an
other theater to be built with a stick of
wood in it he declured, reading hulletins
handed ta him.  “The Iroquois was huilt
along the very latest lines and was pro-
vided with 27 dooble fire exits, but wood
wie used and wooden stairways were em-
ploved,

“A fireproof building will not be erected
as long ps wood ix used, In the theater
there are so many articles of inflammable
material that when the fire once gets head-
way, it spreads in the most alarming man-
ner,

NOT FAULT OF THE BUILDING

Architect Says Every Precaution Man
Could Devise Was Taken.
Chicago, Dec. 30.—W. A. Merriam,
western manager of the George H, Fuller
company, the concern which erected the
Iroqueis theater, when seen last night,
made the following statement concerning

the construction of the Luilding:

"The theater was huilt with safety as
the first objeet.  The building ordinances
were adhered to in every detail and more
than that there were addiional safe-
guards thrown about it untl I do not
hesitate to say that there was no theater
building in the country that is freer from
danger,

"The exits were numerous, and all the
work which our company performed was
absolutely fireproof,  After making & very
eritical examination of the building since
the fire 1 find the strusture as erected still
standa intact.”

tour
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CAITICISE BUILDING
AND  APPARATUS

ko, Dee. g1 —Amang many of the
t al men employed in the other
Chicago  tl ers  the responsibility  for

the fire was aseribed taday to the careless
placing of an electric arc light apparatus

ton cluse to ance of the lLahg Liorders

of the of a
lendi " expressed  great
%1 s¢ that this was con-
sidered o possil || cause of the fire,

“There never would he

[ praper
r handling  the |
lhlrru plunt of the theater w

8. The
installed,

as 1 happen to know from personal  ohe
servation, in  aceordance  with  every
muodern requirement for safety,  The plant
ol ta ) It the facts T have
are the whole hlame rests
persan who placed, or who was
g 0 light so elose to the curtain
fuilure the expected fire pro
Is msi e men

to trowble witl G5 curtnin
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daneer point in the the nd the desire

is to liave it

cut ol
nearly 1

1 auditerinm

Tro
.-ul the
el

e firm

1hd
f that the
toriting

were bult
d the Metro
ol York, n
st ision 1 ot the o

Fireproofing Crilicised,

defective
wlit
ruetion, 1
i Ing
'.r| i Duricd

U"'k out of

was the
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the ling that
14 act + have
e wibile  for the panie,
¥ icism of the strength of
d  bateony arches, which
were built in the usual manper.
Firemen Needed in Theaters,

Chief Musham, of the fire department,
when asked today what would hest pre
vent o repetition o i the horror, said:

1 odon't know il I can answer that
question until investigation has been made
as to the cainse o this fire, On the
whole, 1 think it would be ool thing for
the department 1o Ve el

ved in o every th

prepured to et et
I understand

through every perfors

sta

New York has them and that they

{ vaild by the management of the the-
aters.

"They had a man in the Trogquois, who

was an ex-member of the Chicago fire de

houlid

partment.  He liave known what
1o ddo, It seems to me that there is noth-
ing in the world, at least nothing that 1
ean think of at the present moment, that
can save lives when rooo persons try to
through doorway at one ti
It \\.I'- the rushing, the crowding and the

piss ane

that  was respensible for the
y of the deaths that have oceurred,
that  views the de in the

morgue can tell that at o glanee,”

FINDS KIS WIFE AND
TWO CHILDR

Chicago, Dee

elerk in the

~—Clinton C. Mecker, a
registry division of the post-
office, living 1 the suburl of Irving park,
has probably lost entire f, Con-
wife, and

sisting of his two da

LlWo sanE,

A triem] catled Mr,
in the
hin

Mecker to the "phone
ifternoon and asked
Iy had gone to the

o'

him if any of

theater,  He answered thut, so far as he
knew. none of them had left home, When
he reached the hovse, however, he found
only his mother-in-law,

“Where are 1 and the children
he a

"They have pone to the ITroquois thes
ater,”t was the reply,

1 deopped right
i Mr. Mecker
then
Meeker had partially identi-
i of his wife and 1wo davgh
failed 1o find any trace of his

down on my knees,”
1 prayed that God

might spare
Mr.

Todlay
fied the 1
ters,  He
two sons,

KNOWS IROQUOIS THEATER

Showman Says House Was as
Fireproof as Paossible,
FIE INTER MOUNTAIN

Gireat I Dee, 31.—F. Miller Jrv., ad
vinee agent for the "Chinese Honeymaon®
compratty, owned Ly Nixen & Zimmerman,
the owuers of the " Bluels 1" company,
which was playing i the ill-fated Iro
nuaois theater at Chicago, here 1oday,
amd he expressed deep regrel over the ter-
rille ealamit

He is guite familine with the Chicago
playhouse, and he confirms the Associated
Press dispatehes about it being as near
fireproof as such o place ean be made,

He s there are 4o exits and in the
construetion of the building an effort was
made to use little or no combustible ma-
terial,

“1 am at a loss to account for the ter-
ritde loss of life” said Mr. Miller, *“If
that theater was not freproof, there neyver
was one,”

CORQNER'S JUROR COLLAPSES

Sight of the Dead |s Too Much for His
Nerves,

Chicago, Dee, 31.—Continned sight of
dead bodies lying huddled opn the foors
and tables of the wvarious eity morgues
proved too much this afternoon for some
of the jurors empanelled by Coroner Tres-
ger,  Several members of the jury ob-
jected to being forced to view the bodies
and one juror, Joseph Cummings, practi-

Near

EFECIAL  TO

alls,

cally collapsed at Rolston's mergue, where
the jury was forced to step aver the dead
bodies in their tour of inspection,

1903.

CORDNER. BELIEVES
CURTAIN CAUSED IT

SAYS |F DROP HAD WORKED, FIRE
WOULD NOT HAVE SPREAD.

Chicagn,
has made a
theater, He says:

“If the asbestos curtain had boen works
ing 1 believe the fire might have hee
vented from spreading into the an
chamber.  An iren railing whi'
each tow of seats from the adjoir
prevented many from reaching i

h

Dee. 1.
complete

inspection of

sufety, s clrcunistance

the steep i made it dif fur «a
largé un e to escape withont great
delay.

Modern and FneprnoF

“This is a moder t!
farnished  with all 1 appl i}
compment that are supposed (o prevest
Just such a catastrephe as hps fow ocs
curred,

“The plash on the seats of the first

iy was charred, Im| il ilile,
does not look to y

l-\l. aler
roitnt the
apread.,
it the seats
| Dot little,
ntly shielded to a
ECAls R i

the Hames
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alive when vou take i
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Iy inspection showed

on the n finor were bt
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: extent the
he path of
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Wlackened, T4
e [ i
tooth Do
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sy while the t
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DISTRACTED FﬂTH!:R IS
RUSHING ON TO SCENE

Switch Enaine After
of Disaster by Telephone,
ARLEw IATED PRESS
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1 here,
ster by
list of the miss-
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¥, he
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and ar midunight he
" He expected to reach
30 u'l-' |h|~ morning.
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MOST DISASTROUS FIRE
IN HISTORY OF STAGE

nimes

Chicago, The Troguois theater
more destructive to
uther play house fire

country,

31—

Ihf‘

n
in the history of the

The fire next to it in point of lveg
Jost urted December s, 1876, in Con-
Brooklyn theater, DBrooklyn, N, Y,

w5 aof the audience

perished in

5.
the pre
lavgest confls
which =z,
e lives
relinile

NURSES SENT TO SCENE

City Health Department Acted Promptly
in Emergency.
Iree,

at Chicago fire of 1851, the
ation of modern times, in
acres were tated, hut
lost, so far as the most
information shows,

were

Chicapo,

3~ was o cause of

wonder 1o many people round the thea-
ter building hiow sa many pl s and
cd nurses shauld ‘o On

|1||1|- Pr. Her-
[THT £, senior in the cily
health artment, at the fire
broke out made all the ar nis for

medical attendance,

I telephoned to <1|| the physi
the down town district,”
to the hospitals, nurses'
schools for assist in
of the inj

: in
" he said, Yand then
association and
PeEracns to the care
L Employes telephoned to all

the prin office buildings and told the
operators a1 the switchboards to notify
every physician in the huilding, while
others telephoned to the nurses,  There

WETE over
ally
NUrses,

THEATER COST $£500,000

1og physic
‘w o at the fire

s whom 1 persons
and probably 150

The Iroyuois theater was completel less
than two manths ago at a cost of half a
million doll and was the finest play-
house in Chicapo,

It was opened to the public on the night
of November 23, with “Mr., Bluebeard,”

The stvle of the strocture s i
ally s French Renaissance,
strong svggestion of the elassic. It
a total septing capaeity of 1,724 cha

with plemty of pomt standing room  on
cach floor.  The baleony had seatings for
475 persons.  The records of the city

building department show that the theater
wias complete in oevery detail and that it
was absolutely fire proof, all requirements
having heen complied with,

CALCIUMS STARTED BLAZE

Actor Caithorne Says He ls Certain of
Qrigin of Fire,

Chicago, Dec,
a member m

Caithorne,
many of
©oexits in

the sl

from

thorne says: “T was in a po=
sition to see the origin of the fire and
I feel positive that it was an eleetrie cal-
cium light that started the blaze. Ahove
the stage, pmhaph 12 feet higher than the
tup of the curtain, exposed to the audi-
ence, was a swinging platform from which
12 caleivms were operated, 4 appears
to me that one of the caleivms had Mared
up and the sparks ignited the lint on the
curtain,'”

SMALL INSUHhNCE CARRIED

Damage to Interior of the Theater Ia
Estimated at $250,000,
Chicage, Dee. 31.--The monetary dam-
age to the theater will amount to §250,000,
This loss is almost entirely sustained upon
the interior decorations and the destrie-
tion of glass and seats made by the crowd

in its rush for the doors,

To build ahd furnish the theater cost
$450,000, and the proprictors helieved iy
to be so entirely safe from damage Ly fire
that they carried upon it Insurance amount-
ing only to $io0,000,

(Additienal Firs News on Fage Twelve)




