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THE PENSION SCANDAL.
The reckless pension legislation of

ongress is bearing its legitimate fruit.
Never in the history of the country were
the people robbed right and left with
more shameless audacity than by the
traffickers in patriotism who are mis-
using the old soldiers under the present
administration. Someone in Washing.
ton has been collecting specimens of
oiroulars sent out by these self-consti-
tuted pension agents which throw some
side-light on the bad character and
loose administration of our pension
laws. A Philadelphia "lawyer" sends
out a circular like this:

If yonu are drawing a small pension write
$9 me or sail at one of my offices ann I will
haveyour pension increased. Many sol-
diers are now drawing very small pensions,
dad should apply for increase and rerating.

Another circular, signed by an attor-
ney who claims to be 'a United States
pension claim agent and war claim at-
torney,' of Wisconsin, contains the fol-
lowing statement:

If claimant will pay strict attention to
my advice and instructions, and co-operate
with me in the matter. I can place him on
the pension roll in from five months to one
tyar at the outside from the date of appli-
cation. This is quick work, and if any
agent tells you be can do it in less time you
man safely call him a humbug.

Another circular signed by an attor-
ney and dated from Washington March
4, 1889, solicits business on the following
terms, viz.:

I have examined your case as it appears
upon the list, and think that yon may be
entitled to an increase in your rate. * I have
to say to you that no person is better quali-
fled to determine whether you are entitled
to en increase than yourself. Only about
sixty days are necessary to procure an in.
crease. Request the officers to fill up the
blank, so it is complete.

Another circular, issued from this city
apd signed by an attorney, holds out the
following inducements:

I see by the records that you have been
allowed a pension, and I desire to call your
attention to the fact that in nine cases out
of ten the pension is rated too low, and is
hardly enough to pay your doctors' bills
pad expense for medicine and proving up
youer claim.

A circular, signed by an attorney who
ityles himself the "expert United States
qlaim agent," and dated from Murphys-
bbro, Ill., is:

To-day I send you a blank application for
increase pensions, which please execute be-
fore some notary or clerk and return to me
At once, and then I will get you a hand-
some increase with no trouble or expense to
you. I was engaged in the settlement of
A~l classes of claims in the pension office.
and consequently know just what is to be
done in your case, so soon as I receive
your statement or application. Increase
claims I get allowed in from sixty to ninety
days, and original claims from nine to
twelve months.

Another circular, signed by an attor-
ney of Ohio, and meant for distribution
among pensioners, says:

I see that you have been allowed a pen-
sion. and know that within a few days you
will receive your certificate from the pen-
sion agent. In almost every case of origi-
nal pensions being granted the pensioner
is entitled to a higher rate than he receives
at first.

So noisome and offensive have these
claimants become that even the admin-
istration is disturbed by them, and Ae-
sibtant Secretary Bussey has suggested
to Gen. Raum that the attorneys should
have their circulars edited in the de-
partment before they are sent out. The
sharks are not likely to be seriously
hurt, however, so long as a republican
administration which bribed its way in-
to power by promises of just such legis-
tion as it has enacted, controls the pen-
skion office and the treasury.

LAND TRANSFEK MEI'HSODi.

Our whole system of real estate titles
is cumbrous and antiquated in the ex-
treme. The man who wants to buy a
million bushels of wheat can go into
the Chicago uarket and complete the
transaction in less time than it takes to
write these words. The man who would
invest a few hundred dollars in real es-
tate in Helena or elsewhere must sub
mit to vexatious delays and additional
expense, that he may secure a clear title
to his property. It may take him a
week to unravel the intricacies of the
title, and the investigation will cost him,
perhaps, as much as '$20 or 830. That is
all wrong. Land should be as easy of
transfer as wheat or any merchandise.
Our present system is at variance with
all our modern, liberty-loving institu-
tions. It is a relic of feudal England,
where they set up their scanty acres as
a kind of fetich and paid homage to the
pomssessors. Virtues, manliness, money
counted as little, if one were not ranked
among the landed gentry. And this
privileged class wanted no intrusion, no
interlopers, no trespassers on their do-
main. They were the legislators, ufd
they hedged the transfer of land aroued
with as many dlfltculties as their inge-
nuity or their spleen could suggest. But
tradition or anglomania should not out-
weigh common sense and general con-
eonience. In a comparatively new com-

munity like ours, where real estate has
passed through but few hands, since
government gave a title to it, the bur-
desomne results of the system are less
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the Torreds system, as it is called, the
purchaser of realty applies to the state
for guarantee, The state searches title
and sees to the remedy of imper fetions.
Then It issues to the applicant a state
certificate. From that date ther is no
more examination of title. Real estate
is transferred by certificate, just as rail-
road shases or other stocks are. With
casih transfer, the former owner sur-
renders his certificate of title, and the
state issues another to the new holder.
On each occasion a small fee is charged,
suflicient to pay the cost of the transac-
Lion and provide an insurance fund
against possible loss. The fund is a
necessity, since the state, having once
Issued, a certificate, assumes all respon-
sibility for defects of title. Consequent-
ly, the owner of realty holds it, not from
the former owner, but in effect from the
state itself.

The Australian system is a modern
system. It is a less expensive system.
It is a more convenient system. Mon-
tana makes it her pride that she is al-
ways in the forefront of the tide of prog
reass, and that the old ruts of tradition
have no power to clog the wheels of her
advance. Massachusetts anticipated us
in the adoption of the Australian ballot;
our legislators must be on the alert, or
the eastern state will score another
point by reaping the benefits of the
Torrens system before any other state
in the union.

TnIERI is some characteristic .hum.
buggery about Mr. Blaine's statement
of our commercial agreement with
Brazil. We will get from that country, he
says, free sugar, coffee and hides. Coffee
and hides were put on the free list years
ago and suganr is made duty free by the
McKinley bill. Brazil undoubtedly gets
more than she concedes. Still any form
of reciprocity is better than a Chinese
wall.

CURRENT COMMENT.

Butte Miner-When i t comes to the lo-
cation of the capital and the various public
institutions the people of the state at large
will take a hand, and their good judgment
will prevail. But that rumor of the pros-
pective division of the state and the loca-
tion of two state capitals is good. It is
gaudy, but not neat, and calls for achromo.

St. Louis Globe-Democrat-The rumored
transfer of Secretary Proctor from the war
to the treasury department is not calculat-
ed to call out the plaudits of the people.
Outside the department of state the amount
of versatility in the cabinet is hardly great
enough to stand much spreading.

New York World: The immense volume
of info;mation and advice given out to the
public regarding the necessity of hygiene
for brain workers suggests the dreadful pos-
sibility that there may be a lack of brain
for hygiene workers.

St. Louis Republic;: There are 24,000
fewer people living on the farms and in the
villages of Massachusetts now than there
were in 1800, but there are 1,082,003 more
people in the cities than there were at the
eume date. This is another illustration of
how a high protective tariff develops the
market garden Industry.

Boulder Age: Representative Day has
introduced a bill concerning the county
printing. The particulars of the bill have
not been published3 but it probably requires
all county printing, including bound books
and records, to be done in the state. It
should be entitled: "A bill for an act to
enable two or three book-binderies in the
state to form a trust and cinch the country
printers and the people of the state." The
movement emanated from the business of-
fice of the Helena Journal and embodies the
worst features of the protective system, and
it is surprising that an intelligent democrat
could be seduced into fathering it, even un-
der the fallacy that it is in the interest of
labor. To be consistent, Mr. Day should
add a section requiring all public officers,
including legislators, to wear no clothing
except such as is made in Montana and to
eat no food except such as is grown in Mon-
tana. It is certainly very odd that men
who hate the Chinese people so much can
be so easily humbugged into adopting the
Chinese policy.

Northwestern Railroader: In more than
one state this winter there is likely to be'
legislation enacted to compel railroad conr-
panles to equip their trains with safety
brakes, and the law whichrl was enacted in
iowa a year ago is the general model on
which such bills now being introduced are
formed, as it is also the basis of what is
known as the Henderson bill in the national
legislature. That the railroad companies
of the country should be opposed to any
legislation on the subject, seeing the ih-
mense initial expense which the changes

i will involve is not remarkable; but we take
the liberty of doubting if such opposition
to a bill which parmits a reasonable time
for the equipment is wise. No far-seeing
railroad managers t.o-day doubt that the
safety devices must sooner or later be
adopted or that they ought to be adopted.
It is quite true that most companies have
not at this time the money to spend on
improvements of such magnitude; but it is
also true that the motives which impel the
public to demand the change are so strong
that no arguments of a financial nature can
long withstand them.

i ITERARY NOTES.
All lovers of dogs will find profit and en-

joyment in Dr. H. Clay Glover's article on
!"The Proper Care of Dogs," published
in Harper's Young People for February
10th. Frank Frenoh has engraved for the
same number of the Young People a
beautiful picture appropriate to the season
of St. Valentine.

John Needham's Double, dramatized for
E. 4. Willard, was successfully presented,
for the first time on any stage, at 'almer's
theatre on Wednesday evening, February
4th. The story from which the play is de-
rived is Joseph Hatton' a novel of the same
name, published by Harper & Brothers.

Students of history, and especially of
European history in the nineteenth cent-
ury, are to be congratulated upon the re-
cent appearance of so many important

I works relating to the men and events of
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Pithy Caolotreod *i.
Whallo yo' ohuoa ̀ up itekt? Kabbe he

fall down on yo' own thnl.
Iace an ox behime, a mu~le beo', but a

raskil no whenr; he dolp' got' flao aide.
You talk all day, :dt no cook • atr ,
Blook man scoot Iro de broIh, Mobbe

he obase snake, mobbe sake Ohe n4llgger.
Mt you got no shoe don't tromple in de

brambil.
Don't you nebor let loose de wildcat to

ohase away do house bitten.
Fat nigger, warm blnhket. Dmn's fast

friends.
Yo' better look sharp when the dog nomake bark.

When to' sings don') yo' nverl thet yo'
menf.

Better set In do mud dan fall in de crick.
Fool around in de oanebrake hnd mebbe

you fnd pipestem.
You call nigger black, and you no mo'

white yourself.
'Case yo' ohimbly done quit eseoke in

sunnmer time, no pull hatrdown; bime by
winter come.

No use bangin' de lame mule,1
liee nero, 'case yo' daddy was nlons yo'

nammy pepper, dat no reason why yo' is
yam.

When do old man chop wood, watch out
for splinters.

Yo' Jess follow buzzard and yo' boun' fin'
dead hose.

No good tief what no know hide.
"Who my bose?" ax de oopperjead, and

de ligbtwood ohuok he sek. "I is."
Brer Bar, he done got cotched by him foot.

bister Man by him tongue.-Atlanta Con-
stitution.

TRADE REVIEW.

For the Week Rndlangeb 7--Dy B. U. Dn
* Co., New York.

N"W Yoax, Feb. 7.,-Though at a higher
level of prices, business continues to exceed
last year's on the whole, and is in charac-
ter more healthy and conservative than
usual. With less speuilative exoitement,
with a sense of uncertainty making buyers
cautionus in nearly all lines. o that pur-
chases are closely confined to the actual
demand for consumption, the volume of
business transacted is neverthele4s much
greater than a year ago in some of the most
important branches, and in scarcely any is
there material decrease. Money markets
are everywhere easy, in part because specula-
tive liquidations and' the marketing of
crops have liberated large sums for which
there is no immediate use, and the volume
of currency in circulation therefore de-
creased nearly $4,000,000 in January. But
it is noteworthy that while outstanding le-
gal tenders, bank notes, silver certificates,
silver notes and silver coins all decreased,
there were over $11,000,000 more gold cer-
tificates taken out and held in circulation,

Reports this week from all parts of the
country indicate a fair valume of trade for
the season, easy money and collections gen-
erally fair, though at a few western points,
and in the grocery trade at Philadelphia
rather slow. The south has the embaarrss
ment of a further decline in the price of
cotton, but receipts are large, and general
trade is somewhat better at New Orleans,
though receipts of sugar are light; trade is
improved at Atlanta, fair in volume and
quite cautions at Memphis, and dull at
present, but with bright prospects at Savan-
nah. Business at St. Louis is of fair vol-
ume, but not so well sustained as before; at
Kansas City a fair average for the season;
at Denver improving and at Omaha and
Milwaukee quiet, Chicago notes slight in-
crease over last year in all grain, and good
increase in cured meats, hides and wool.
heavy decrease in dressed beef, lard and
butter, larger sales of dry goods, clothing
and shoes, and an enormous cattle trade,
live stock receipts in January having been
1,561,400 head, 10 per cent greater than a
year ago, and the largest ever recorded in
any month. At Boston the feature is the
good trade in wool, exceeding last year's,
and leather and hides are firm, but many
shoe factories are working on short time,
spring business being backward and buy-
ers cautious.

No especial change is seen in iron and
steel, but Jesumption of work by some Ala-
bama furnaces increases the excess of pro-
duction over present consumption; ship,
bridge and car building are a little dull,
and buyers hesitate to take rails gt the
price fixed by the combination. At many
bar mills scarcity of orders is felt, and
structure and plate iron are irregular.
Heavy exports of copper are reported,
8,000,000 pounds of Lake and 2,000,000 Mon-
tana, but domestic consumers hold off. Tin
is lower at 20.1 cents and lead steady at
4.85. The coal trade is still congested, the
the January output having been 2,225,000
tons; a quarter more than last year, and
some mines are stopping. The cotton man-
ufacture shows no material change though
the trade in goods continues fair for the
season. In the woolen manufacture signs
of improvement multiply, and while trade
in goods is cautions it is steady rand large.
One large establishment, which has been
making worsteds at Bradford. JEngland,
has bought property 'and prepared works
near Philadelphia. The demand for wool
of all kinds lifts the price a little, but es-
pecially for the coarser and worsted grades.

Wheat has advanced 1t% cents. and corn i
and oats nearly a cent, on moderate sales,
lard and hogs being also 10 cents per 100
ponnds stronger, and oil 2+t cents, but cot-
ton is a sixteenth lower. 'the exports from
New York are now falling below last year's,
especially in breadstuffs. But there is no
present reason to apprehend any unfavor-
able influence from foreign t-ade, and the
treasury has in no way disturbed tinaneas.
i Money on call has dropped from '2 to two
per cent., and foreign exchange remains
steady at $4.87.

The business failures occurring during
the last seven days thronuhout the country,
as reported to . G. Doun & Co., the Mer-
cantile agenoy, by telegraph, bllluber for
the United Htates 261, anld for Canada
forty-five, or a total of 0,;. as compared
with a total of 320 last weak. ,nad :110 the
week previous to the last. For the corre-
sponding week of last year the figures were
:21. representing 265 failures in the United
States, and fifty-six in the Dominion of
Canada.

Plowing lip Fqulrrelis.
Both John A. Walters and Oeorge tl. Mc-

Queen report plowing up squirrels from
where they have burrowed from a depth of
from four to eight inches. says a Farming-
ton, Wash., paper. The fact that they are
so near the surface is unanirmously pro-
nounced by the weatherwise to be a certain
indication that the usual mevtre weather
will not be experienced this winter. Plow-
ing up squirrels is an uncommon occurrence
at this season of the year. It has bean four-
'teen years since a squirrel was plowed up
before March, andt that was just such a
winter as this.

Editor McCormlik. a lMan Widely sand Eavor
ably Known Thrughout t'i. I'alcie

(east. Gives hin Experlience.
Poa'rLas, Ore.. March 26.- Having tried

the celebrated Oregon Kidney Tea we
heerfully hear win us to its beneficial-
agency in affections of the urinary organs.
It is simple, safe and sure; it is easily taken
and restores healthy vitality to the organ
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DO NOT

IVISS THIS CHANCE
To Obtain a Home of your Own on

EASY TERMS.
A small Cash payment will secure

any o# the following desirable Proper-
ties:
7-Room and Bath Boom House, coiner

lot, on West Sile, - - - $4,500
7-Room and Bath Room House, - $4,000
6-Room and Bath Room douse, - $8,000
Two 6-Room Houses, each, - - $2,000
One 4-Rcom House, a gem, - - - $1,900

Only a small cash payment required, bal-
ance payable in monthly installments, with in-
terest at 10 per cent.

*WALLACE & THORNBURCH*
First National Bank Building.

it is intended to operate upon with assured
success. S. J. McCoBMIroK.

Editor Catholio Sentinel.

Salt Lake. San Franelsco and Los Angees
Excursion Rates.

The Union Pacific Railway company will
sell excursion tickets to San Francisco and
Los Angeles on the 15th of azca motrn at
the following named rates:

To San Francisco going via Ogden and
return same, $76.

To San Francisco, going via Portland and
return same, $75.

To San Francisco, going via Ogden and
return via Portland, or vice versa, $90.

To Los Angeles, going via Ogden and
Sacramento and return same, $90.

To Los Angeles, going via Ogden and
Sacramento and return via San Francisco
and Ogden, or vice versa, p94.

To Los Angeles, going via Ogden and San
Francisco and return same, $98.

To Los Angeles going via Portland and
return via Sacramento and Ogden, or vice
versa. $109.

To Los Angeles going via Portland and
return same, $98.

Passengers can have choice of two routes
between Portland and San Francisco, either
by the way of the all rail, the Mount Shasta
route, or by steamer.

The above tickets are good going sixty
days from date of sale: extreme limit six
months; stop-over privileges allowed going
or returning at any point within the limit.

The Union Pacific will also sell excursion
tickets from Helena to Ogden, Salt Lake
City and Garfield Beach, on the 15th of each
month, at rate of $80 for the round trip:
good going ten days from date of sale; good
returning ten days from date stamped and
written on back of ticket by agent at desti-
nation: extreme limit sixty days; stop-over
privileges allowed going or returning at any
point within the limit. A. E. VasEr,

Pass. Agent.

Pawnbroker's Auction Sale.
On aecount of removing to Butte I will

sell my stock of gent's furnishing goods
and unredeemed watches, jewelry, clothing,
etc., at public auction to commence Friday,
Feb. 13, at 2 p. m. Show cases, fixtures and
household furniture for sale. Store for
rent. J. LixonL. Pawnbroker.

49 South Main St.
Notice: Parties having pledges with me

will please redeem them.

lDafness on the Deivreas in England.
LoNnoz, Feb. 11.--The recent introduc-

tion in England of the sound discs, in-
vented by H. A. Wales, of Bridgeport,
Conn., bids fair to preceptibly decrease
deafness throughout the British Isles.

Yout are Invited to wear ',,t the threyhol I, at
New England t hue stor, II B,iuth Main.

Take It Before Ilreakfast.
The great appetizer, tonic and liver regu-

lator-positive specific for liver complaint,
in use for more than 50 years in England.
Bad taste in the month on arising in the
morning, dull pains in the head and back
of the eyes, tired feeling, dizziness--ym-
toms of liver complaint. RIemedy-Dr.
Henley's English Dandelion Tonic. Get
the genuine from your druggist fo'r $1, and
take according to directions.

Take advantagc of the great closing out sale of
IThe lBe Hive. This •anu humbug, as the store
ia now offered for rent and ti lfixtures are for
sale.

MONEY TO LOAN
I am prepa ed to make loans promptly on

Improved Property
in City of Helena, afid

RANCHES IN MONTANL
No delays. Funds always on hand. Corres.

pondence solicited.

H. B. PALMER.
Room 15 Merchants Nat. Bank Beild•n•

Mortgage Notes Purchased.

. SMFTSH
IN*------

SUNDERWEAR
We find after stocktaking too many

Remnants in Underwear, and are

bound to dispose of them,

*.• Look at These Prices .,
FORMER PRICES. PRESENT PRICES.

$9.00 per suit. $5.00 per suit.
$7.50 per suit. $4.00 per suit.
$6.00 per suit. $3.00 per suit.
$5.00 per suit. $3.00 per suit.
$4.00 per suit. $2.50 per suit.
$3.00 per suit. $2.00 per suit.
$2.00 per suit. $1.20 per suit.

Our offer of 20 Per Cent. Discount

on all Overcoats still Continues.

GANS & KLEIN,
Leading Clothiers of Montana.


