
" RWh WhoFlrst Opened
the Skies4

't te Great Surprlse of V11age
S Qutnunoe the lain

me.---

,,It Also ept Comlng Till the WFlo4 Was
Surpassed-How the Downpour

Was Stopped.

4Speolal Correspondence of Tam IcnuParnnINT.1
,,T WILL BE REMEMBERED THAT

the reservoirs of New York city
recently ran low. so that many,

mople who had not used water to
any extent in forty isars wrote letters to
the newspapers complaining of waste on
the part of their neighbors. At that time
G(en. Dyrenforth, who was aecused of ba-r
ing committed several thunder showers in
Texas, was requested to take his theory
and $2,000 worth of dynamite and explode
them in the Croton valley. Before Gee.
Dyrenforth could figure up the cost of a
shower for New York the rain fell gratis
upon the just and the anjust, and, while
the allowance to the latter was not liberal,

'we were able to get along on it for a couple
`.of weeks.

This is so much like the experience of the
"pigiinsl rain-maker that I am moved to tell

ais story. Hls olaima have hitherto been
entirely overlooked. General Dyrenforth
has been elected to the dubious honor, He
has disclaimed it several thousand times,
but the public never allows a man to pull
out of a failuro or to enjoy the credit of
uccdoess. If it should be proven that the

deluge was artificially produced by the con-
cussion method, many of us would still
insist that General Dyrenforth was the in-
ventor, and that the whole thing was a fiat
izzlae.

As a matter. of fact, however, the first
man in the business was Luther Martin of
Fog Harbor, Me. His theory was founded
in a strictly scientific manner upon the ob-
servation of phenomena. He noticed that
it always rained on the Fourth of July, and
that the downpour invariably began shortly
after the revolutionary cannon had ex-
ploded, wounding a large number of patri-
otic citizens. The rain never came before
the explosion; it always waited till that
was over and the procession had moved out
to the cemetery, where there was no shelter
but the tomb.

Reflecting on these facts, Luther came to
the coneluslon that a sufficiently good imi-

'tation of Fourth of July was all that was
necessary to break up a dry spell. Fog
•arbor and the adjacent farm lands had

'SPRISE YE IF RAINED O' FRIDAY.

suffered from drought in '31 and again in
'49, and Luther calculated in April of '67
that it was likely to be a dry spring unless
his experiment intervened. He had talked
freely of his theory with his neighbors.
Most of them said it was worthless non-
sense, a few thought it wicked and the re-
mainder clar ed to have invented it them-
selves. For Ir'og Harbor was a good deal
like the world in general,

Meanwhile Luther was preparing for his
experiment. He secretly purchased a lot of
blasting powder, and such high explosives
as were known in those early days. He se-
cured something which could be set off by
percussion; it might have been fulminating
mercu y perhaps. These substances were
shipped to him in small quantities in pack-
ages labelled "green tea," "brown sugar"
and otraer titles which would not excite ena.
picion or alarm in the mind of the stage
driver who jolted over the rough roads
daily from the nearest town.

He stored these threatening compounds
in an old shed on his farm. I was a boy at
the time, and I remember how my curiosity
was execited by discovering these mysterious
boxes in their hiding place. I also recall
trying to break them open with a big stone,
but luck was against me then as now, and
they did not explode.

The early part of May was the dryest ever
known.'I hat part of the coast is ordina-
rily so wet that it is often hard to tell where
the Atlantic ocean stops and the state of
Maine begins. An attempt has since been
made to keep that region "dry" by legisla-
tive enactment, but that, too has failed.
However. there was no mistake about the
sping of'67. The farmers had harvested
the usual crop of rooks and had planted
their potatoes with a faith that was worthy
of a better soil. By the middle of June
everybody was complaining of the drought;
and Luther decided that the time to apply
the principles of soience had come. He felt
that fame wasein his grasp. He had clear
weather, and he looked upon this phenom-
enal spring as an answer to prayer, though
pretty nearly everybody else in the county
who knew how to do it had been praying
for rain.

It was the third week in June that Luther
went down to the grocery store one evening
loaded with a great and important

Sprophecy. He was going to make it rain.
He hung out the storm signal with all the
conlldencp of a new man in a modern
weather bureau who has hit the mark three

LC'sIT s THa Fos•,

days in succession and thinks he can do it
forever.

"Think we're likely to have rain afore
long?" he said with a chuakle as he set.
tied into his accustomed place at the end
of the counter,

"Don't see no signs of it "replied Farmer
Stevens mournfully, and the remainder of
the company sadly shook their heads.
i" 'prs ye any if it rained o' Friday?"Insulred Luther.

aTwon't," replied Stevens laeconially,
"Wind's baseen of shore ten days run-nln' "said the grocer. "'Taint gain' to

shift fill a chapa o' moon."

P0 K. 00.Ee, resident. L. A. WALKER, Treasurer
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rer," said Luther; "an' it'll be me an' not the
moon that'll make it."

There was a faint stir of interest.
Stevens lit his pipe with the usual delibara-
tion, and the process seemed to give him
an idea.

"I remember you had a crazy notion
'bout four or five years ago," said he, "that
you could make it rain by blowin' up gun-
powder. Is that what yer drivin' at? Be
ye goin' to fire off the old cannon?"

"I'll do better 'n that," said Luth r.
"I'll fire a salute that'll be heard aroundI the world."

Conversation became animated, for the
farmers had plenty of curiosity even if they
didn't have any confidencein rattle-brained
notions. Luther gave them just enough in-
formation to stir up their interest without
revqgltg his plan, which was to blow up
his Shed-full of explosives in one tremend-
I one appeal to Jupiter Pluvins. He consid-
ered it wise to keep this intention secret
for he had only an indistinct idea of vio-
lence of the explosion, and he thought it
best to reserve the defense of accident in
case any of his neighbors' housel happened
to he knocked down.

Thursday was a nervous day for Luther.
He had decided to make his experiment
early Friday morning, and he feared that
the weather might show some sign of a
change. and thus detract from his glory.
But it didn't. The sun dropped down out
of a cloudless sky on Thursday evening.
The weather prophets of the grocery store
were unanimous in the opinion that the
morrow would be fair.

Luther did not retire at his usual early
hour that night. After returning from the
store he sat on the back steps of his house
waiting till the hour should arrive. He had
fixed upon one o'clock. Nobody would look
for the experiment at so early an hour, and
he would thus be more like to avoid uman-
slaughter in carrying it out. Fog Harbor
people supposed that he would wait till the
forenoon when he would be sure of an ad-
miring crowd of spectators.

Luther hadn't slept much in the last few
nights, he had been too actively employed
in devising a slow match which would burn
long enough to enable, him to run a mile.
He had realized that if the mateh should
make a mistake in its agreement with him,
he would not come dow;n out of the sky in
time to enjcy the triumph of his theory.
But this problem he had at last solved s:tt-
isfactorily, and his mind was comparatively
free from care. This fact, together with a
little old New England rum, whioh he had
taken to steady his hand, disposed him to
slumber: and with his head against the
door post, and his long legs sprawling on
the steps, he fell asleep.

He awoke late in the night with a chill in
his bones. The hand which he raised to
his face was damp. The air was thick with
fog. Luther's senses came back slowly,
but a conviction of disaster arrived with
them. The wind had backed round to the
east in the night and the drought was
ended. 'There was no room for doubt.
Weather propheoy is easy on the Maine
coast. If the wind is nearer east than west
it will rain; if it is nearer west than east it
will not rain: and that's all there is about
it, except that all good weather is likely to
change at any moment, while an easterly
storm may last a month.

Luther was bitterly disappointed. He
had waited long for this opportunity, and
at last he had let it get away from him. He
resolved to have his explosion anyhow and
then claim the credit for the rain which he
saw was certain to come. In fact, some
drops were already falling. He groped his
way into the house; found his slow match;
lit a lantern, and then sallied forth to the
pasture. Everything was ready in the lit-

eo shed. Luther adjusted his match, fired
it hastily and fled. In his exoitement he
ranthe wrong way, and when he stopped
he was in the middle of a piece of woods
which adjoined his pasture. He waited
there an hour in fearful suspense, but the
explosion did not oooar., iy this time it

as retaing smartly; And when at last he
had found his way home he was drenched
to the skin.

When the dismal day broke he arose fromn
uneasy slumbers and made his way ant- t
tiously to the shed. He found his slow
match sodden with rain, which had evi. I
dently found its way through the roof in I
time to prevent an esploulon. On the whole
Luther was rather glad of it. The rain had
edme anyhoW, acoording to his prediction,
and he had saved, his gunpowder for an- i
other occasion. It was p.uring by this c
thus, and the roof of the shed was leaking

livei steve. a eant the retomlas eof the

the barn, where they would have a chance
of protection from the down-poor. Then
he strolled down to the village store, pro-
tected by his old gingham umbrella.

Luther's reception went beyond his ex-
pectations. He was hailed as the only gen-
nine rain maker, and all the other big
"medicine men" were declared to be base
imitations. This flattery was so delightful
that Luther could not find the strength of
mind to make a confession. He had been
afraid that the fact that there had been no
explosion would destroy his chance of
fame; but he soon saw that he had nothing
to fear. All the old reliable liars in Fog
Harbor were ready to swear that they had
heard the noise: and before night it was
hard to find anybody in the village who
hadn't.

It rained all that day and the next. On
Sunday it came down in sheets and Mon-
day all that region had more rain than it
knew what to do with. On Tuesday the
opinion became general that Luther had
overdone it. There was no sign of a
change on Wednesday and Luther had by
this time become distinctly unpopular.
His barn had begun to leak, and for safety

DISCLAIMING RESPONSIBILITY.

he had moved his explosives into the cellar
of his house. On Thursday the cellar
began to be flooded in common with almost
all the others in town, and Luther moved
his powder into thle sitting room. Whilt
he was about it his wife discovered the
nature of the subtaano• to which she was
giving shelter, and she deoline l to live in
the house with it. She took the two
children and went home to her mother.
Then Luther got soared himself and fol-!owed her.

In the middle of the next week it was
still raining; and a deputation of the towns-people called upon Luther and asked himwhat he proposed to do about it. He
replied by denying all responsibilitvy and
by frankly confessing that his influence
with the clere of the weather was not what
it seemed. Nobody believed him.

As there wse no indication of a let-up in
the next three days, the iudignant towns-
people called a mass meeting, and decidhed
that Lather ought to be punished. It was
proposed to tar anid feather him, and to
ride him out of town on a rail, itHis falthr-
in-law heard of these threats and declined
to harbor him any longer. In the middle
of the night he escaped from town and fled
to his brother in Clam Cove.

Several days later some boys crept into
Luther's deserted house, and had creat fun
there, playing that they were Indians, ui.
rates, and other characterlatihs which ftr-
nish the examples of youth. In the couraJ
of their innocent gambols they started dt fire
in the sitting-room which fnrtunately
omoldered till they had left the house, and
lhan orept up to the boxes of explosives,
Immediately thereafter Luther's house en-
tirely disappeared from the landsonpe
-ome bracks from the chimney fell aboard
a schooner ten miles out to sea, but nothing
,mre was ever seen of the buliding. Within
t hour after this event the wind amn o

around by the south'ard, and before mid.
night the sky was olear, In view of this
remarlkable change of weather, the
logiciatn of the village could not help adi
mintin that Luther's theory had ualfred.a
demolition as complete no that whcah had
avertaken his boase. He was permitted to

eturn to the town and build another house
over his collar, whleh he found muchie:idr ond dbeyer thad he had left ust

to the inventor of tid'iiabdern rain-making
prooess; and that he knows more about it
than anybody else in the country. If any
newepaner wants a valuable interview on
the subject it may send a man to Fog Har-
bor, but I should not advise send~jg a man
whose loss would make a serious vacancy in
the staff. HowARD FIELDING.

Copyright.

NOTICE TO STOCKHOLDERS OF THE
Jersey Blue Mining Company-Office of the

Jersey tlue Mining Comnping. e
It having been ro ordered at a meeting of the

tras;eee of the Jersey Blue Mining Co. haii
Ioe. i, 1•i., notice ii horaey given
IhtE a specital Gt Ontina of the stoak-
ho!derts of te Jersey Blue Mioing
ctompny will be he'l in 'the company's effihe,
rtonm one, Power bull itnx, in the city cf Helena,
Mtin ansa on We ineso.iy. th ei th day of January.
Itbe. at ounr 'clolk in ihe paternoon, for the
p Irpose taf cttsidoerin aI proposition to call tihe

'ltino property of s.ald cotpanuy as followa. to-

All of itatrenrtain paten'ed quartz lotde min-
ing O.atm oituated iL the counte t of ilver bowt
estate of iltntana, knotn as dthe "Jersey Bluec"
quertz lode mining clain. deaignateoJ t y Udritel

tataes survey at:d ta.eot as survey lot .,o. 75 it
section six (d), ia townetaip three ,3t north, of
range seven (7) west, principal meridian and
hose line ofh Montaa, toaretherh a wil theli dies,
spurs and angles, and. alto, all the metual, cres.
gold ano silver biostlp quartz, rook and eartL
therein: ind all thle i n P, p:riviloges and Iran-
olises thereto lnuct H"., aplendaut anti uputer-
ttnaiat, or therawaih u tlt I y tad and I.n' oyp d: n I,
also alltad stti u ar at tt ,ncoUatns, n,aotc tlnOer.
tools, illlentlent, notele titautn!s rand ppttrit'n-
ant:ns th-rrt. t bolong.ng or in any wi o fppe-
taininy, an i the runte. is utes sai polite their f,.
anti, a e , alt the eatt. r g:lt, tttlr, i:terest.
prollerty, poaeeesatlon, ,aimn al t, delttatdi waints,,-
ever. as rel l n law as in oqa;ty, tt ttt retid JIr-
oy It•i a Mirl nu cIotaltny ot. ia or" to a d pIreom-
ison, ntint \tery part and taicel t.tereo,, wth thle
appurte: :te a 0 AntI stoh other bthiuess as
may properly come before saidt meeting

J. 0. hLDNIt o'.
Presidlent.

JOHN T. MUPtltiiY.
H. A. I'4ICILN.N,
J. J. NlCKEY.

B, BROWN, Tetee
Secretary.

Helena. Mont. Dee. 2. 1891.

NOTICE OFAPPLIC(ATI)N TO UT T•,l•hII I
Inaccordanoc with tho arovisilousiof seelion eight of rulos and regulations prescribedi

b ty hthe honuorablo secretary of tile tnterior,
dated May , 1891, tih undorsglned, J. t,. Lane,
whoso pstoflioae'ddrisn is Bozunlean. (ialittin
countllty,. Mottana, nereby. gies notice, that at
the explration of twenty-ons dare from t.ht irset
pDnblication of this notice he will make aispi-
cation iln Writing to tlhe ~s hanorabln secretery at
the snterto .for peltslise1tn auid authority to cut
and ree Vt at ltel orafcttsbihsaw log su italie taor
tllalottir~n~ r tn I tit lrbor, consisting ,f rol and

y:to•r, whiilt inO and sprnaso timber, upon
certallnt trl oe of Yant situated on inuantati crook
in (latiatin and lla tiboe counties, tlontani..
whichll are uttlio lands and aroles vet tlUsorvoyot
and describd as tulhtwe. to-wit,:

2omncueneinr at ftlit mouth atuE e crook, s
t ibutary of satl tV•et lsLilalttot river, and tuiU
tnii tip said creek on •tth citis a ittainrs ot
eight lmleO, end hl si ag tOhereot about t.Ut.tOUJ
foot. of redotd ydlrow hir and whleo pine timber.
'ITheo character of thiu above described laud s vry
rough eni td notantnlo ue end \hloily mnfit for
aglicultural Dnrltosacsu uneriea Itavo bootn die.
coveredn part, of said slad tIhe n ibor tlers.
osl is scatterittL, rough Iand oaertibby, the gWreater
portion of toe lout of it Ihaving btsoo cut asd re-
niaovast in earg a.. ts' uhe irposo for whiolh
tim•or will lie n•ost will Ixbe for suItipling lntttHt,r

,f varions ktin to Illts tminers, arittors anti
other roesldenla t (tilltil county, ansd lhe+ 

Irlin
of timber intended i bta cut it ongti aln sit oftt.
iSrient lso to mato merchantableh Itinber.

J. (1. hANE.
[Firet publiration Oct. t, Ih•91.1

A ti 1. st iNTr NOTItC OlFFICH OF (!At-oa L and tCompany, room , tIow:r build-

n tr ioo is herebty gien titt at a t ytllar
tmlttthly mleting itf tilu trustees of the t'ascals
lansd h•s, oield on tit lOthday ot Dtieinil or.
ist, as asstlamont itt twenty (tII) cents lilar
.haru was hetmed upon the altitatl stock uof ani
Sasuatls l.and colmntaty, payalel ont is lit.loth day
of Janlsaryi, l9t, to It. kirowti MiOolrtey of itistl
rotall asy, at tlit couipliila' osire, rotlet i, Nowur
builldingh in the city ,if Heulea, ilotiana,

Any stock upon wtict 'tet•t•mnaut thall r•nialn
ulttpald isu tbit 1th day sf February. hily, I all
Ie dsemecd .telinqteist and shall lie duly adver
ties ta rf r ate et phbla outlnws anti t ulesl ita-811t slialhe lbeUnlto a Ioh , w4ill be oist tit the
lhuh diay of MtarciVth lrt•, to ditnUOiutt at.
-esasniut,. tibthsr Witl cnat t aadvertisinr aduexapese of male.

Iae e , 1IQWN, Serertary.
Dato, Doe, 10, 1691. Hrltoni. Mont,

QTOflKUOaI )tH l MIiaTING--TIIt II gioU

l
t

er annual mittt of tho ot0kholders oathe Me ss Natlonuu • n will be held at

heir laa in hoa,• l ea~t Mout,, o

* SELECT
Something that is appropriate. Somethi
that will give you deserving praise. Re
the articles mentioned below; they are-
of that kind that reflect credit to
purchaser.

An elegant pearl handle ostrich feather fan.
An imported gold-handle silk umbrella,

Fifteen yards black gros grain silk,
Worth $30, this week $18.

Eight yards:Priestlie's black goods,
Worth $16, this week $I2z

Eight yards Priestlie's black goods,
* Worth $12, this week $zo,

Fifteen yards all colors crepe du chene,
Worth $25, this week $x8.75,

Six yards French Armour broadcloth,
Worth $x8, this week $1450o.

Six yards French Armour broadcloth,
Worth $1,, this week $zz.735

Six yards West of England broadcloth,
Worth $10.50 this week $8.50,

A pair of elegant chenille drapery curtains,
Only $5-

Half-dozen pair Foster's celebrated kid gloves. Only ,S.
Half-dozen.pairs Belding's opera length silk hosed .

A pair of richly embroidered Bohemian glass vases.

I)Do not fhil to visit us during the holidays. If you are pin making a suitable Christmas gift, you have but to come t
You will not be disappointed, as our stock is replete with 'iroods that recognizes no completition.

Orders Recelve Prompt Attention. Oa

NEW YORK PRY 000
NIELENA, MONioT


