ridieation of the Claims of the
Man Who First Opened

the Skies. :
o't.he'Gr_eqt Burprige of “Irlzlage

Quidnuncs the Rafo
Oamse.

C————

At Alio Ketit Coming Tili the Flood Was
‘Burpasked -How the Downpour
Was Stopped,

————

ABprolal C pond; of Taw Ix THLNT. |
T WILL BE REMEMBERED THA'T
q the 'reservoirg of New. York oity
K ' recently ran low, 80 that

paople who hed pot  used waler ko

" any oxtentin forty -.nrs wiate lotters o
“ - the newapapeara complaining of wrata oo
“the part of their neiphbors. At that time
{en. Dyrenforih, who was accnsed of bav.
11 eommitted several thundar showers in
Foxan, wan requested to taks his theory
pud $2,000 worth of dynnmite ‘and explade
them in the COroton valley. Boefore (en.

Tigrentarth could figars up the cost of &' f8

ghower Tor Now York the rain fell gratia
“mpon the just and the unjoet, and, whils
the allowanoe to the latber waa not liberal,

i wo were able to get along on 16 for n couply

ot weels, ;
Thic is g0 mueh Jikeths expsrionde of the

in atory,  Hig claimas have hitherte besn
“wntirely overlooked. Gemersl Diyrenforth
hes booen wlected to tho dabious heonor, He
§ - has diselaimod 1% seversl thousand  times
but the prblic never allows & man to pull

gudneds, 100t should be proven that the
daltge wng srtifieially prodnced by the con-
‘.unlsirm method, pany of us would still
inaint that General Dyrenforth won the in-
ventor, and that the whole thiog wnan fine
fizzln.
Asa matter, of fack, however, the firat
man in the buainess waa Lmther Martin of
Fog Harbor, Me, His theory was founded

| io & strictly seientitle manner wpon the ob-

paryation of phenomens, HMe noticed that
it plways rained on the Fourth of July, nud
that the downpounr invariably began shortly

E . after the revolobionsey cannon had ex-|§
{ - ploded, wonnding & largs numberof patri- |8

otio citizens, The rain nevar orue bafora
ths explosion: it always waited till that
‘wag over and tha prososzion had moved out
to thes cemetory, whers ihers was no shalter

| bus the tomb,
Rofleoting on thero facts, Luther came to; §

‘4he conelurion that a sufliciently good imi-
‘tation of Fourth of July was nll that was
necessaty to break up s diy spell. Fop
Herbor and the adjacent farm lands had

*HPKIET ¥E TF BATNED o' FOIDAY,

Aafferud from drought in'31 and ogein in
%459, and Lather enlenlated in April of '67
that it wae likely to by o dry spring vnless
hinexperiment intervened. Heo had talked
froely of bis thoory with his neighbors.,
Moat of themn maid ik wan worthless non-
gonke, & Tew thooght it wicked snd the re-
maindor elar od to have invented it them-
gilves, . For oy Harbor was o good deal
lika the worid in peneral,

- Mennwhile Tuthor was preparivg for hia

experimont. Hegecrally purehased a lot nf
“llasting powder, and such Lizh sxplosiven
aa-wern known in those enrly dave  He sa-
eured rumething whick conid bo set off by
pereuasion: it wight Lave been folminating
meren y perhaps. These snbstances wers
shipped tu bim in small quantities in pack—
apes lnbelled “green tea’” “hrowh sugar™
and utier titles which would not excite ans.
pivion or alerm im the mind of the stage
driver who jolted over the rongh roads
| dnily from the nearest town.

! He slored these thremteninge oompounds @

in nn old ghed on bis fa¥m, 1 was a boy at
tho time, and T remmmber bow my ouriosity
was execited by discovering these mystorions
boxea in their hiding place. [ aldo recell
frwing to break thom open with a big atone,
Lot loek was pigainst me then as mow, and
thoy did nos explodo. :

The eariy part of May was tha dryest ever
known., 'Thab pact of the const iz ordina-
rily po wet that it i often hard totall whers
the Atlantic ocoin miops @nd the statesf
Maina begine, An attempt has sinoe boen
macdo to kaep that regicu *dry™ by lepislu-
tive snactoent, Lub that, too, hag failed.
Howerer. there was no mistake about the
sginz of "7, The farmers had barvedted
the uiual crop of rooks and had planted
their potatoes with a faith thal was worthy
of o bottar woil, By the middla of June
everybody wad complaining of the drought;
and Luthisr decided that the fime to apply
tha prinoiples of selenoe hed aome, He falt
that feine waeein his grasp. He had clear
wadthaer, and ha'looked npon this pliepom-
enal apring ag an augwer ko prayer, thoneh
prekty measly everybuody elap in tho connty
who knaw how fo do it had been praying
for rain.

It wos the third week in Juoe that Luther
went down to the grocery store one aveuing
loaded with a great snd importaut
i i;m lLecy. He was poing to make it rain;.
| He hung ont the storm sienal with all the

confidency of u new man in & modarn
woather bureau who has hit the merk thrag

LTGETE TIM FOsT,

many:| k4

riginal rain-mpkar that £ am maved to tell | ;

ont of A failare or to enjoy tha oradit of |

-lbig baneH.
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HELENA, MONTANA.

First-class in All Tts Appointments.

Convenient to All Street Car Lines.

Elevators, Blectric Light, Steam He'a,t_

THE FIRST.CLASS HOTEL OF THE CITY

Delegates to t}we convention which-meets in Helena, January 7 WI”
find that the Helena Hotel not only offers the best accommodations, but
is the most conveniently located house in the city, o

RATES $3 PER DAY avwp UPX ARDS.

rer,"" gaid Linther; 'an’ it'll be moan® not tho
moon that'll make it}

Thore was a  faink atir of interast.
Btevens lit his pips with the nsaal dalibarn-
tion, and the procsss seemed to give bim
an iden.

'hout four or five years ago,” said he, ""that

yout caitld make it tein by blowin® np gan-

powder, Ts thab what yer drivin’ at? He
in’ to firs off tha old cannon

#1*1 do better ‘n that,™ asid Loth .
“I'l] fire 8 salute shat'll be beard avound
the world.”

Con tion become nnimated, for the
farmers bad plenty of enricsity even if they
didn’t bove any aontidenes in rattla-brained
notione. Lmiher gave tham Jnst snongh in-
formation Lo stir up their interest withoat
revenling his plan, whioh waa to Blow n
hig dbed-full of explosives in one tramend-
on® appsal o Juopiter Pluviea, He eousid-
erad it wise fo keep this intontion resrek
for he bad only an indistinot idea of vin-
letice ofthe axplosion, and Lo thought it
bast to resarve the defeunse of id in

"I remember you had s orazy mnokion.

the barn, where they wonld have a chanas
of protection frowt thy down-poar. Then
he sfirollad down to ths village stors, pro-
tectad by his old gingham umbrella,
Luther’'s reception went bevond his ex-
pootations, e waa hailed ms the only gen-
wing rain maker, and kil the ather big
“medicine mun'' ware declured to be buse
imitations. This flastery was so delightful
that Luther conld not find the streaneth of
wind to make A confession. Hs lad besu
afraid that the fact that thers had been no
explosion wonld  destroy his ehaocs of
fame; but be sooa snw that be bad nothing
to fenr.  All the old rabinble lings in Fog
Harbor were ready to swenr thiat thay had

hord ta find ‘anvhody in the yillage who
hadn'k,

It vained all thut day and ths next.
Sunday it came down 1o ahests and Mon-
diy all that region bl more ram than it
kpew what to do with, On Tuasday the
opinion become peneral that Luther had
avordons ik Thers waa mo wiga of a

cume ANy uf s veighbore’ boussd bappenod
to be knooked down,

Thursdny was a nervous dny far Lnther.
He had decidad to make hisexperiment
anrly I'ridey morming, and he foared that
{the ywenther miphi show some sign of
ehange, nnd thos detrack from hiz glory.
Bnt it didn’t,  The sun d+*opped down ong
af n clondless sky on Thuredny cvening,
'[he wenther prophsts of ths grosery stors
wors nnanimons in the opinion that the
morrow woald be fair,

Luther did not rative at his naual ently

bour that night, After returning from the
dtore Lia wat on the baok steps of Lis honss
waiting till tha hour whonld arrlve, He had

fixed npon oné o’vluck, Nohody wonld look
for the experimant at yo gacly an hour, and
ha wanld thas be mors liko to avoeid man-
Blameliter in ecnrrying it eut.  Fag Harhor
peaple supposed that Le woold wait till the
farenoon when hs wosld bs anreof  an ad-
i miring crowd of apactators,

Lnther hadn't slept much  in the last fow
nights, ba hnd been too motively omnloved
in devising a slow match whioh wonld buen
long ettough to enable him Lo run a mils,
He hnd roalized that if the mateh sbhould
snpkee oo mistake ig ite agreement with hing,

i wonld not come down ontof the sky in
timo o erjoy the srinmph of his theary,
But this problam he had st last solved sit-
istactorily, and his thind wad comparatively
froo from care. Thia fact, together with o
little oid New Hogland rum, whish ho Lad
taken to utendy Lis hund, disposed him to
plumber: and wilh bis head sgainat the
door pogt, Aud Lisg long legs sprawling on
the steps, ho foll. neleep.

Heawoke lnfe in tho night with s chill in
Who band which be raised to
Lie face was dump, 'Phie wic wan thick with

{fog, Luthera sensen eama back slowly,

bub A gonvigtion of disaater Arrived with
therm, The wind had hacksd round totha
east in the night and ths deooght wis
endad, 'hore was ne room for doubt.
Weather propheoy e susy on  tho Aail
vonast, If the wind is neater eant than west
it will rain; if it in nedrer wost than erab it
will not raiu: and shat'd all there is nboat
it, excopt that all good weuather is likely to
change at any momant, ‘while an easterly
Btoria may leek a month,

Luther was bitterly Ho

1i sodo

on Wedoesday aud Lether had by
this tims beooma  distinebly  uhpopniar,
His barn had beguen to lesk, and for enfoty

heard the mnoise; and befors night it way |

to tha inventor of
process; and thal

newspaner wonts

bor, but 1 shonld

whosn losa wonld

the stadf.
Copyright

than nnybody elee io the sountry.

tho mudern rain-making
he knows more nhout it
If any
n valusble intervisw on

tho agbject it may send & man to Fog Har-

not advise sendipg & man
make 2 BETionS VACcADDY inL
Howann Frenomo,

domey dine Mining
1t hnving been co
L'ao. 1. IHH:I.

| thur
[ pollers o

Oun ;T

untie property of

irg sainy riteared
arain of  Yontann,
guurts lods mining

DISCLAIMING RESCONSIBILITY.

‘e had moyed lis explogives into the cellnr
of his houms, On "Chusaday the ocllar
bagau to be fooded in common with nimost
uld the othiers in town, and Luther moved
his powiler into the sitting reom,
ks was about it his wife discovered tis
naturs of ths wuca to which aha was
piving skalter, il eho declined to live in
bite  houso with 16 Hle Sook the tw
children and wont home to Ler mothe

lowad Ler,

In the middls of tlis next wesk it was
atitl riniving: nnd 8 deputation of (he tuwps-
poople ealied upnn
whnt bhe proposed to do abont i, Ha
riplind by denying all responsibilitv: and

with the elork of the wenthier was not wlt
it seomed,  Nobwdy belisved hi,

Ad there wad no indieation of u lsbup in
the next three dags, the indignnnb towina.
paople cnllad a mnes meeting, and deoided
that Lnther ought to be pandahod. | 13 waa

had waised long for thle apportunity, and
o lant his bad let it ged nwny from him, a
refnlved to bave bia explosion snyhow, and
tlhen alaim the eredit far tha rain which Le
Haw was certain to come, It faot some
draps wera already falling,  He groped bia
way into the houds; foond his slow  mateh;
lit a lantern, and then aallisd forth ta tho
Imnu.n. Yverything was veady in the lit-
lo shed, Tuthar adjoeted his matoh, firad
it hastily sud flad. In Lis excitement he
ran the wrong way, aud when lie atopped
Lie wan in the middls of a pioce of wonda
whiah ' adjoined Lis Ennurs. He waited
thats an hour in fearfyl tho

pray Lt tnr nnd fanther him, aod . to
ride himn ot of town on s rail.  His fatho.
in-lnw heard of thess threata and destined
to barbor him any longer. In the mididls
uf the night he essnpied from town and fad
to hiy brother in Clawm Cova,

Haveral daye lator some boye crept into
Liuther'a deasried honge, nud Lxd gront fon
there, pleying thnt they wers ITondians, ni:
rutis, and othar sharaoteristion which fue-
nishi the exsmples of youth, In the oourss
of their innooant gambols they atarted u five
i the sitting-room, which tortunatoly
smoldered Gill they had laft the bouse, and
;hon arapt up fo the boxew of explonivey,

daya in sucoesslon and thinke he can do it
forsver.

“Think we're likely o have tain alors
long?” he enid with' o chookle ne he seb-
tled into his meounstomsd plece at the end
of the conoter,

“Don't wes no nigns af it "roplisd Farmar
Btevons monrnfully, and the ramalndar of
the conipany sadly shook tholy hodda,
“Wpriee ye noy if it rained o' Friday "
inqalrnd Lnther,

:"l‘u_mn‘t," roplied Btavens laconlanlly.
MWind’n beea off ghore ten duys ynn-
nin’," anid the grocer. ' 'Tuint golu' to
shits till ohnnai? o' moon,"

ML bell yo b will raln da

penes, bu

ke did not ogoar, By this time 18
wod rining eazkly; and when at luet he
hud forund hig way home he was drenchied
to the gkin,

When the dismal day broke he aross from
utieasy glumbsrs and made hia way can-
tionaly to the shed. He fonnd his slaw
mateh sodden with rain, whioh bad evi
denily foand it way throogh the roof in
time ko prevent an exploaion, On the whole
Luatker was rather glad of ib,  "LU'he rain had
osme anybow, sosording  to his prediotion,
and ho hnd soved his gunpowder for un-
othar ocossion. It was pouring by thia
time, mud the roof of the shed was loaking
live & #lave, He spent tha remainder of the

1 taly thoroatter Luther's honss en-
tively disappenred from  the Iandeoaje.
Home brioke Trom the ehimney foll aboard
n sohoonsr ten miles out to Ben, buk nothing
Ore WhE aver Repn of the building, Within
an hour after this svent ihe wind eamp
aronnd by the wontt'ard, and befors niki-
night thy aky was olone. I view ol (his
romarkable  ohangs  of  wenthar,  tha
logioiaus of the village conld not holp ad-
mitbing that Luther’s thoory Lad sufered.s
demiolition as somplats na shat whioh had
ovortiken his houge, ~He wus permitind to
ratarn to the town and bulld anotber hoves
ayer his ocollar, whish he foond mudh
wider and despar than be had lefs 1f,

Wil «

‘Then Lthar got goured Limgelf and fol- |

Lmther and  saied bim |

by frankly eonfessing that bis infioence !

o el the
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J. O BUDNL T,
President.
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The Helera Hotel Compa

PROPRIFTORS
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Something that 1s appropriate. _
that will give you deserving praise.
the articles mentioned below; they are
of that kind that reflect credit f
purchaser. .

Re:

edit to tk

An elegant pear] handle ostrich feather fan.

An imported gold-handle stk umbrella,

Fifteen yards black gros grain silk,

Worth $30, this week $18.

Eight yardsiPriestlie’s black goods,

Worth $16, this week $12.

Eight vards Priestlie’s black goods,

. Worth $12, this week $10,

Fifteen yards all colors crepe du chene,

Worth $23, this week $18.73,

Six yards French Armour broadcloth,

Worth $18, this week $14.5

Six yards French Armour broadcloth,

Worth $15, this week $r1.93.

Six yards West of England broadeloth,

Worth $1o.50 this week $8.50.

A pair of elegant chenille drapery curtaing,
HalE-dozen pair Foster’s celebrated kid gloves

A pair of richly embroidered Bohemian plass vases.

|

1

. £

Half-cozen pairs Belding's opera length silk hose,. |
|

|

Only $5. ||

Orders Recaive Prompt Attention.

. Do not fail to visit us during the holidays. If you are puzz
An making a suitable Christmas eift, vou have but to come to
You will not be disappointed as our stock is replete with a lin
goods that recognizes no competition. S

EW




