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A TRUE NTORY OF THE EAST RIDE;

~ WRBITTEN ESPECIALLY YOR THE HELENA INDEPENDENT,

T WAS CHRI&T-
AR 8YE OYEr on the

iagt Blds, . Dark-
~nens wan olosing in
ona cold, bard day.
The light thes strog-

frozem  windows of
“ 4l deliontusien More
-, " and the salosn ontha
porner fell npen men - with smply dinner-
paile, who wers hurrying homeward, their
doata bubloned dightly, and heads bent
apainat the atendy blast frem the river, un
it they were bultiog their way down the
utrset, il G
‘The wind bad foroed the door of tha
anloon ajar, and was whistling throngh the

~-orack; bk in thers it seermned to makone

one afraid, Between roars of langhterthe
alink of glasses and the rattie of dice on
the berdwood counier were heard onbin
tha strest, and mora thab one of the passers-
by aa ke came within renge was taken with
an pxtea sbhiver in which the vigion of wils
nnd litile emas weikizg at homs for his
cowing was anaffed aut, and dropped in o
brace up, The lights were long out when
‘the sllenk ‘sirests re-sohosd ‘is nnetendy
steps toward  bome, whete the Ohristmas
walooms bad tained $o drend,

Bubin tkis twilight hour they bormed
brightly yei, trying hard to plercs the bit-
st cold omiside with 8 ray of warmth and
ckear. Whate the Jampain ths delicatenisn
atore made n mottled pirenk of brightness
nerass the flngs, two littls boys stood with
their nosas flattensd against the window.
Their warto broath made !ttle roond kolan

on the frosty pasms, thai omms snd
went, affording PRESIEE glimpaen
of the wealth within, of the piles

of emoked herring, of goldan cheess,
of uliced bapon and generons fal-bellied
haoa; of the rows of odd-shaped botiles and
jars on this shelves that held there was no
tolling what good things, only it was cer-
tain thot they muat be good from the looks
of them, : 2

And the heavenly amsll of #piced and
thinga that Teached $he boye through the
open door sach time the tinkling bell an-
pouhoed the coming orpoing of a enetamar|
Batter than all, beak thers on the top shelf,
the stacks of sguare honay cakes, with their
froaty oaata of augnr, tied in  bundlss with
attips of bloe poper.

The wind blew straight shroogh ths
patohed and threadbare jackets of the lade
an they crapt eloger to the window, airae-
frost to make thair
peep-holes bigrer, to. take in the whole of
tha bif onke witk the almonds eet in; bot
tihey did no$ know it.

“Jim!" piped the amaller of the twa,
afier p longer atate then wenal; “Ley, Jim!
them’s Snnta Clanges,  BSee 'am?"

“Santa Olane!’” anarfed tho other scorn-
fully, applying his eye to the olesr apot on
the pane; ‘there ain't no olsdufier like dnt.
Them’ honey eakes, Me’n" Tom bad a bite
.of one wunsk.'”

“THere win't no Santa Olane?’ zetorted
the smuilest shaver, hotly, nt his peevhols;
““there ie, too, Imesn him myss!f when he
oum to onr alley laat—""

" Whst's youss kids a-fightio' of?*! broke
ina etrange voios,

Another Loy, bizger, but dirder and
tongher looking than either of the two, had
come hebind t anobserved.  Ha aar-
ried an armfal of ansold “oxtrees' wnder
ons arm. ‘The other was bariad §o the el-
bow in tha pookes of hia ragged. tronders.
The “kide’” knew him, evidently, sud the
umallest sagerly noooptad Lim as umpire,

YTk’ Jina wiat saye thare nin't oo Sante
Claus, and T ween lim--"

“Jim,” demandad the elder rapamaffin,
pbornly, looking hnrd at toe culprite *Jing,
yTere aobnmp! No Hanta Clans?  What're
yo givin’ n8? Now, watch me!™

With attar amazenent the bova eaw bhim
ﬂieanur throngh the door uoder the tink-
ling bell inte the charmed precinafs of
amoked herring, the jam and the hoxmey-
-gcakas,  Potritled at their Eeepholea they
‘watohed hity, in the veritable pressnos of
Hanta Claue himeelf with the fic-branoh,
fial out flve battered pencies from the
deptle of his pocket and pase them over to
thp woeman behind the jars in sxchangs for
ano of the bunidloer of honey-caked tied with
blue, Asif ina dream they paw him issne
forth with the coveted prize,

*'Thare, kid!"* he said, holdiog oot the
two fattesl and whitist eaken to Bania
Claug’ champion; “thers's yer Christmae
Ron nlong, now, to yer barracks, and yomn,
Jim, hera'a ona for you, thoupn yer den't

BEFORE THE DRLIOATESHEN BHOT.

deanrye it. Mind ye let thekidalone. 'Chin
obo wiil bave to do for me grab, 1 guess,
nin't wold e 'Newses,' and the eld man'll
kick it I bring 'am home."

And bafore the shufiling feet of the Tnga-
muffine horrying homeward had tnrned the
eorner, the lust mouthiul of the newsboy’s
aupper was apnothared in a yoll of 'Exirgs!™
wa Ls shot acrogs bo stact to interceph s paes-
{ng ateanger, . i

W # # L * L

As tho eveniog wole on it grow rawer and
mors binstaring atill, Flakes of dry anow,
that ¥taved whers the fell, slowly tracing
the anrblines, the shutiers and ths door-
ateps of the fenciménis with %ﬂth.llng
white, were borna fipon the atorm feom the
waler, i
1sas streetn, Latwesn the towering barraoks,
s beneath frowning clifis,  piercad with »
thousand glowing eyes Bhat ravealsd tlo
watoh-fires within—n mighty sity of enve-
dwullets hald in the thraldom of poverir
and want _

Ontside thers wos yob burrying to and
fro; saluon doors were slsmming and bare-
legged nrobins, oereving beer jugs, huogged
the willa elese for ghelter,  From the depth
af ablind olisy Jsading into the bloek,
flonted out the dipgordant atraing of & vag-
abond bross band, "'blowing i’ the ynls of
the poor. Hauished by police ordinamces
fiom the atteed, it reaped & ioant barvest of
gunulss for Christrans ohesr from the win-

ows opening on tho baok yard, Agweinat
more than  one aug  sh the
bald antline of & forieen littie Ohrivtmon
treo, wome atray braneh of a hemlogk pioked
:J}; at the grocer's and seb im & pall for "tha

ilder’ 4o danos araund, adims's worth of
cendy and tinsel on the boughs. 'L'he shonts
af thé litlle omes ayer their prize wers
fiainly hugrd - when the players paassd to
nke breatl, L

From the sttio over the way oate, in
apolle Letwesn, the genltle notes of o Garman
song shont the Chitlet-ohild, Chijatiors in
thoe eant gids tonemenin beglns with the
nuneat Tor the '‘haly eve,” exoupt whors the
nspoe tnanh throat ora tapat. From A
handrod soeb lomes the whir of sewing
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'I'o the right nnd left atretohed ond-*

——
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. by tha 4 slaven
with wenry fort and aohing backs; miogled
with the merr‘:-muking.

Ta thess, whot wis Christmad but the
ninme for persecation, for- soffering, re-
mitdor of lont kindred nod lberty, of the
wlayery of two thonmand years, freedom
from which wan purchaned only with gold,
Aye, gold! The gold that had power ta buy
freedom yel, 12 Boy the good will, nye, snd
the good name of the oppresior, with bis
hoosss snd fend.  Abéhe thonght; the tired
oy# glistensd, thes nching bnek siraightanad,
a to the m:i foot thete cams new
l“ to finiak ¥he' long sk while the
aiir gl 3

Whers f narrow paatageway pub in be-
twaen two big ternements to & ramabnckle
rear barrack, Nibay, the oewsboy, halted
in the shadow uf the doorway and stale &
long lank down the dark slley, He toyed
nncertaioly with Ris still apeold papers,
worn dirty and ragged as his olothos by
thig time, bhafors be ventnred in, picking his

{nid kis borden, wh he

‘yoom and word want over ta the b
Iial 10 bufry the ambualsnoe up,
Wery wontly thoy Hfted poor iittle Nibay-~
for i wad bhe eanght in liis berth by a
WOrR e_:mnz_ B s'hl Hoop' or the witoh-

nian of the hay-barge—into the ambul
$hat bcre bim off to the hosplial cot, too
il Consalonw only of 6 vagro discemfors
that hed sucsssded sercor and pain, bay
I

Nl

ndered nopasily whn’tha{] wore il w0

Nobody bad taken $he trooble to
A much 8@ untico im. . Lelore,
When bho  had throat  Bim o |
it sheir vary fuces they had pushad
.ronihlf anide, ~Nibsy nphurt aod abls to
fight bim wny, never had a sbow.  Bick and
maimed an lorai he wad bﬁnﬁ made myoh
of, though he had besn caught whare the
boys were forbidden to ﬂa. Things wero
quesr, anyhow, and - ‘Lhe room war get-
ing g daik that “he could hardly seothe
doctor's kindly faee, apd bed ko grip lis
hand tightly Lo make aute hs was thers;
almast as dark aa the stairs in tho olley ks
had pomp dewn'in suchk o huorry,  There
wae the baby—poor wiby—and ber mothor
—and then n great blunk, snd it wae sll &
myatery io Mibey no longer. For, just ay s
wild-eyed woman prahed her way through
the orowd of narass and doctors, et Lis bed-
wide, oeying for ber boy, Nibsy gave up his
#oul Eo Godl,
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It was vary gniet in the alley. Chriss-
mag day had coma srd gons. Lpon the Inst
door & bow aof molled crape waa uailed up
with two tneke, 1t bad dooe duty there =
dozen times hefors khat year. Upstairs,
Nibiy was at home, aod for onoe, the neigh-
horg,one and all, old and yonng osme to
#eg bim, Mven the father, rnfiian that he
was, offered no objection,  Cowed and sil-

way beiween barrels aud heapd off garbage,

ent, bo snb in the gortisr by the window far—

NIBBY IN THE HOSPITAL.

want the Italiau cobbler’s hovel, whera s
tallow dip dtaek in the craoked boar glass
in front of 4 ohenp print of the Mother of
God showed that even he knew it was
Christoaps and likad to show it; past tha
MoHorriy flat, whers blows and drank

thest from where the plain little coffin
mtood with the lid oleaed down.

Acouple af tha neighbor women were
talking in low fones by tho stove when there
cemis a timid knoek at the door, Nabody

enrzed mingled with the shrieks of women,
s Nibav hed honrd many nights batore
this one, {

. Heshaddered as he felt his way past the
doar, partly with a premonitionof what was
in stare Tor himsalfl, if tho “eld mas,” was
at bome, partly with a vague, nocomfort-
abls fasling that somehow Christean eve
shauld bs different fiom other nights, even
in the alley,  Down to its furthent end, and
the laat rickety flight of ateps they l=d into
the tl14k nnd darknesg of the tenement. Up
thig be erept thres flighta to s doot, nk
whish ha d and liatensd, ligtening, as
he haid stopped at the entranee to the alley;
then, with = andden, defiant gesture, he
pushed i§ open aud wens in.

A bars nud cheerlses room; & pile of regs
for a bed in the cormer, another in the dur
alooys miscelled bedreemn; noder tho win-
dow a broken ocradle and an ireu-bound
cheat, upon which pat s sad-ayed woman
with hard lines in ker Tace pesling polatoss
in 8 pan; im the middls of the rosim.arusty-
lacking ataye, with n hile of wood dropped
on-iks toor alongwide.” A man on his knees
in front fanning vhe firs with an old slonch
hat. With every brenth of dranght ha
atirred, the cvazy old pipebelohed forth tor-

i amoke at auri }mins, An Nibsy
&, the man deaisted fromn hiis effarts,
end sat op glering st him, A villaimous,
ruftinn’s froe, soowling with anger,

HTmte agin!®™ he growled, “'en’ yer papare
not sold. What did I tell yer, brat; if ye
dared—"’

“Tom! Tom!" broke in the wifs, in u des-
perato attempt to soothe the rafian’s tem-
per, '"The boy can’t help if, an' it's Ohriat-
mad E¥a. For the Jors o’

“To thunder with yer rot and with yer
brat!” shouted the man, mad with the fary
of paasion. "‘Eet ma at him!" and reaching
over ha seized a benvy koot of wood, mnd
floup it at the taad of tho Boy, Nibsy had
remaained just inalde the daor, edgig
slowly toward his motber bat with bhie
watchful eye on the man gt tha afova, A%
the firet movement of his hand toward the
wood -pile, be sprang toward the stairway
with the agility of a oat, and jnsf dodged
the misgile. It airuck ihe door aa he
slammaed it behind bim with force enongh
to imnask the pumal,

Tiown the thres fights in ca many jompa,
Nibsy went, and throngh the alley, over
barrgla mnd barriers, never stopping anos
till Lie resohed the stieot, and oorses snd
shouts were Jeft Dbehind, In bis Hight he
kad Loat bis unsold papers, amd he felt roe-
fully in bis posket and ba weunt dewn the
stieat pulling his rogs abont him, s muoh
from ahams ag to keop oud the cold. Foor

nnies wora all he bad lsfs after his
Jhrintnina treat to the twe littls lads frem
tha barracks: not eneugh for enpper nor for
a bed, mnd it wes getting colder all-the
time.

On the sidewalk in froné of the nokion
store A belated CObristmung pRriy was in
prograse. U'he phildrea from the tenamcnta
in the alley and avross the way were having
B gamaof blind man’sbalt, gronping blindly
abont in iha arowd to catch ench other,
I'hey hnilad Nibsy with shonts of laughter,
aalliog to him to join in,

“We're baviog Uliristmas! Lhey yelled,

Nibgy did not hens thew. Ho was think-
ing, shinking, the. whils turniog over his
four penniss ub the boltem of his pecket.
’.L'hlniing if Christinas was ever {o ooms to
hint, and the children's Santa Clans to find
hin alloy, where the baby alsut within reach
of ket futher's oroel kand, Aa for him, bs
had never kmown anything bnt blows and
ontses. Fa c¢onld Gake oare of himself,
Rt hig mother and the baby—,  And then
it cuma to bim with shudderiog cold that it
was gettiog Inte, and thnt he must find a
-plice to slesp, v ; g

He welghod in his wiod the merits of
twe or threo places whera be was i the
hakit of hiding from . the “cops” wheu the
ulley wot to he too hot for him. Thers was
the hay bnres down by the dook, wikh the
watohinan who got drouk acmetimes, and
#o gave the bove & chanee. ''he chances
warm at losgl even of ite. being Aveilable on
Chiigtons eve, and of Banta Olavs baving
thus dona kim & geod tarn after all. 'fhen
there was the soug berthin the wand box
you could eurl Wil up in. Nibey thought
with regrat of ite being liks the Liny barge,
go far away, and to windward, too, WL
by the printing oflices thers wora the gtenm
gratings and a ehanoe corner in the oullace,
sturies nud stories underground, whare the
big presses keep np such A olatter from
midnight $ frz inte the day, As he
puased them in review, Nibay muode np his
mind with sndden detarmination, aod sei-
ting his face toward the sonth, made off
downtown,
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“The ramble of the last departing nows
wagon ovet the pavermant, now aovered dosp
with anow, had disd away in ke dislance,
whau, from out of the bowals of the enrth,
thera iswued & ery, u ory of mozial terrar
sud pain, that was eeboad by o hundred
throats. Fromi one of the desp oellurwnys
& man ran ond his elothes and hair and
benrd niirs; on Lie hosls a sourrying throng
of wen und boys; !ollwlﬂgﬁlmm. aloas ba-
bind, & susk of smnke sud tire.

Lo platterof the pressed ceaded suddenly.
tu be followed lilmi# by the elangor ot
hurrying fire bella itty - hook mnd axes
she firemaen rualisd in: bose wia let down

threagh © the - manholes, and  down
shigrs in the I‘loEI-hl the battlo was fought
and  won, 'Lhe  bullding wis #nvad;
Bl in the widst pf the  rejalo-

ing over the viotory, there foll a wodden
siienos,  1'rom the gellurway u grimy, hel-
wated fgure sross with somathing blook
snd sooreked in i armen. A torpadlin

waa spread npon the amow, and npen it ba

ATA g, it wan 1 oper:, firat e litde,
then far enongh to admit the ebrinking
form of the litile regomuffing the smalleat
of the two wha hnd alood bresthing peap-
boles on the windowpann of the delioat
pEaAn atore the might before when Nibsy
oome slong, He dragped with him a hem-
Ieck braneh, the leavings froni acme Christ-
mas tree fitted inso its block by the groosr
for a coslomer.

“It i poor Sapta Clats,™ be gaid, Inying
it on the ooffin. "Nibty knowe'’ And he
went ont. ‘I'be mother bid her froe in her
nﬁrgn sud wept, rocking to and fro -in hek
ehair.

Hantn Claue bad vome to Nibay after all
in hie alley, and Nibey knew,

Lopyright. .

HOW CORN ORIGINATED.

Ourious Legand of the Indinn Tribes Re-
gatrdiog This Beantifnl Graio,

This wanderful product, which Leg eon-
ferred such anbatential boneflts on the
warld, firangs to say, is of unknown origino;
itd genedin in wrapped In mystery, or at

lanat not distifictly fixed, save the eligio~
Fhilozophical Jonrnal,  The Sigux City
corhi palace, which opened Osf. 1 and

oloped Oat. 17, hoa jssnad the following
gorap of inforination oo the arigin of corn:

Like wheat aud barler, ite origio iy lost
in the twilight of untiquity. Tt was fipat
onllivated ia the nitod Btates, ho saver, by
the Engliah on the Jxwmes river, Y.rzioia,
in 1608, tie seed being obtainéd from the
Indiane, who claimed to be the #iret discov-
wrerd of the plant—ressiving it direet {rom
the hands of tha creator.  Hehooleraft giver
ihe mythological history ef it.

YA young rian went out into the woods
to fast at that period of lifs when youth iz
szchanged for machood. - Ha built o Iodge
of bougha 1n 4 seoluded place and inted
hie fnce of 4 eoinbre hoe. By day he
nouzed bimaself in walking ebout, locking
nt the varions shrubs and plants, and at
night Iny down in his bower, looking up
throngh tha opening into the sky. He
Aoughta gilt from the master of life, and
Ire Loped it would be something to benefit
Lis raee, On the third day ke became too
woal to leive hin ladue, and as be Jay gaz-
ing oowad ba aaw o sipint corne down in
the abepe of n beautiful yewpg mam,
drauged in gresn and beving gresn plomes
on ks hend, who told Lim to arine wod
wreatle wilh him, de this was the only way
in whioh e could obtnin His wishes, Ha
did a0 and found hia sirength renewed by
the eToit.  The wisit mnd irial of she
wrestling wag ropasted for four days, the
youth feoling at eash trial that, althongh
bis bodily atrength declined, a moral and
mopornatoral envrgy was imparted, which
promiged bim tha final wictory. On the
third day his celestinl visitor spoks to him,

‘To.morrow,” be #rid, ‘will be the gavy.
snth  day: of your famt and the
last time I ahall wredtle with youw.
You will  trismph over mwse  and

prin your wialien. HODIL 88 you have
thrown me down atrip off miy clothes and
bory ma on the spot In goft earth. When
you bave done this leave me, but come oe-
giopnally to visit the place, to keep the weeds
from'growing., Once or twice cover me with

fresh ea:ti,” He then departed,  but
retorned  mext day, and, a8 he ha
praidicted, was thrown down. The

young man obeyed his instrootions in every
particular and soon had ths pleasnre of
seeing the gresn plumesof bis visifor shoot.
ing np throogh the greund. He carefolly
weaded the carth and left it fredh and poft,
and in due tlee wan gratitiod by bebolding
ibe muatored plant, bending with ita golden
frult aud grecefnlly waving its proon lonves
and yellow tessal in the wind. a then in-
yitad Lig parents to the spot to belold the
pew plant. It s Mondamin,® exclaimed
hne fatbher, ‘It is the apirit grain.’ 'Fhey
jmmedintely preparod a feast and invited
their frisnds to pattake of ik and this is
the origin of Tndian vorn,™
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IK L,

Hia quiet ways an' hono-t lock

Won all the diguin's st the atart;
ia bino dyes soined an open bool

b whieh we tond Iuﬁg ilaloas honrt
Hao tirst showed up at Placee Moond

Jea’ after thint lu;f'en utrike,

An' nnebirnaive loafad avonnd,

All nnoonootnad sn’ gulot ko,

Home thonght lio war a millionairm
‘rom ' Krieoo. lookin' op a wnap.
Wliilst othors eaid Lis hed the sie
OF soni xevival .rmpat nhiap,
This hioys saon tad Tits to Clw name
Ut “iinyarond Eanctimenions like,"
Joe* canna s plaved the plons gams,
B utoonoornet and quiet ik,

Ha pursad {he siok; apokewords o' chaar
Lo themn me 'ows'lod with despair,
bud of [s“l.ll! you'd hear
virlon il GurTEAt GIAYET,
o cllatzess was fonpd,
on'd ava thar * anctimonions L,
Joa' likn an angel movin' ‘ronnd,
All anconcerned and qnist like.

Tis law,

One night the sale in whicl war kept
‘Ui clast of ALY Ehi man in eany
War basusi open whils we slapt, -
Hy soma durnad, biery, thisvin® soampy
Wa took the trall smsain’ dqulok,
“An' poon straek Benetimouions Tke,
Landin' a pank malo duwn the oreglk,
Al inesrned an' ulel Jiks.

Wa fonnd thestull, & jedes was olnae,
An’ toae banowt! a jaokonk e,
Tl conet couvesiod, an' wan it rose,
o toak the by vall guiatly.
As lp thy monnisin klile we olim,
We touk nobinok 'wrd glanon al o,
A hnogin feom s jao

ke s
All ¥ ed an qiiat 1k,
=Capt, £ “L?ﬁ{‘-'c?w'& &‘aﬁuw'u!f_ork Clipper.

Rlcnu PLAYS WANTED!

Awakening of the People to a De-
mand for Representations
of Native Lifa.

The Budden Change Found no
Body of Drametio Writera
at Hand.

Mronkon lln"lﬁ_ml'n Advies to Young and
Ambltiows Play Wrelters—-How to
3 Writn a May,

FWeittan for Toe Herenas IspEvENDRST |

HE MOST HEMAREABLE PHE-
: nomenon o the whole Listory of
'A% - the drane, perbops, is presented in
Amerion to-day. A nation of sixty million
people haw puddecly  pwokencd, within loes
than fifteon yeurs, to a kecn intorest {n seo-
ing ita own life aund characker illustrated
upon the stage.

Twenty yoars ago au Amerioan play was
laoked npon us B more oooasional pariosliy;
the renl intersst of thoatre-goers in thie
canatry was centered npon the old stendard
Englial deamia; - with such new  worles aa
wers now oad then produced in London
snd the maya brilliant eforts of the French
dramatiats, Thero was nothiog  whatever
in theuw plays that representad American
life; merely an oooasionsl burlesque of
Amg 1 in ptriotly con jonal
forme, ' A few nativé plays of Amsrionn
life bad been sucopeefnl hore; bué they had
made no impresgion, apparently, on :the
teala of the puble and ereated no nopular
demand for more work of the game  kind.
A fow specin] native chnractera, presentod
by "stac’ aotors, produced a aetronger and
more permanent . effect: snch an Rolon
Bhingle, Kit, Col. Eollers, Bardwell Bloate,
ate, 1t is to these single ohuractera, rather

wohaol of dranintic writing oxists and whera
the younger writers nvail thompelves, al-
mork unemisciously, of the experiines, not
anky of slisir zeniors, but of their predeces-
sore, Hurnidreds of * patty, bat often Intpl,
erior are ecndiented from: their mingda beforn
they attewnpt to write a piny. 'Fhs possibil-
ity of nome srrory, whiuﬁ wontld be gommits
ted by highly intellectanl men, koo, 18 ro-
vioved from the minds of ignemant gallery
boys in some parks of Korope,  Uhis comod
by thoe mare force of inheritanee through
ganserationa of theater poers, withiout uny
othier mental Hght in the individunl,
For instance, i poor gallory boy of Tivar-
1, whio eonld 1ob read, nor bia father be-
are iim—go pocr and ignorail that he know
nothing of, and enred nothine for pereonal
cloanliness—once told me that he didn't
Mke n play unless what oeearred in ono iot
wis properly  led up té, and cjme  #boot
nnturaily ou neconnt of what hnd oocurrnd
in the pravions acts. 16 would be ditiicalt
to Iny dowp this miost hmportont prineiple
of dramatic writing ig wore oloan opd slm-
la Inngnage than the aclunl words of the
grorant boy, Yet ibisasfo to say thet, of &
bundred “plays’t submitiod to o New Yori
maatiger, this apparently chvicus principle
idntterly ignorad by the writers of ﬂigf\ﬁ:r
of them, and of these pighty wonld-be
dramatists. nob fen bave ever given the
uention of whsl is natoral and troe, in
eamntie notion, tho slightest atlantion,
Ihig comea from want of experience Gt gad-
ond band, which a voung suthor anturolly
acguires in & gehool of dramatic writing.
ow many peoplea who try to write plays
i thia country consider the following gues:
tione, which every trone dataatist must con-

| bt will angtbiog like ordinery eapagity

tho potntey $he talenb of thoas who on
soally write offective pinya, They  wonl
not, under suoh 0 system, be’ crowded oot
by deenry crowds of  mrnuseript wriberd by
wiafi who had no idea eithor 68 the stae or
whab thay are writing,  Any yoitg ‘man
who gan wrlte & play worth' produciog oun
tell what i is shout in & very fow words,

noxRoR Eowann.

Copyright.

MANRIED THE PARTNLE

A Btery of Life on a Dpkaota Nazsch;, by
¥iokor Bims,

I'he Yala man dited buak in his ohnlz and
kuocked the ashes from a cigne fhat had
baen patriotienlly rolled from Connectiant
tobncoo,  M'Ved,” he anld, “'when I rond
abonh the opening of theis reservations and
the burdabips of the boomers, T think of my
own exportence ont thets in Dakota, P
noering is o rough Lusinese, amd far weat
farming in & romance that o moo who s

for Wnman enjoyment doosn’s cars to kesp
ooy longer than be Line to,

“Rot hot that I bud & pratty reasonabla
Aot of time, but hastling ot a high pressne
with o levol shretch of landecapais o lone-
some form of folicity, and atbor s time yon
pot ready to make » bad brenic for Hborty,”

HHaw did you come to do itd"”

““Wall, ©got rocklens in the engt, wasn’
making money sedt cnongh, and refher felt

wider ot every moment aa his work pro-
gressoe?  Are my characters doing what
ovary man in the sgdience will thinl that
ho bWimeslf, or gome uther mar, might do in
renl lifo under the same circumatances? Mo
matier how much one mny allow for “atage

af sllira uslly of sl i
~—work for the theater, ‘Thia is o impo
Bnt that it applics sven in works founded in

erult’a “Hip ¥an Wiokle ' for instance, the
nrudisnce is paked to believe that n man
maets & company of phosts nnd afterwards
slecps twente years, Natare? No, But avery
mation of *Kip,"" every thought, every word
in exactly what it woald be 1f 5 haman
ing could go throngh anch expariences
‘The gasab dramatist kept this pringi-
F!i before him  all the time, and it
g thet only which enablen a gonine
like Feffy to reach the hearis of the
ok
okl

e.  Toegame ia tron of Gilnert’'s work

yemallon and Galates.” Here nre two

af the grentent dramatists of Lhis nentary
1 Ledleol

than to tha wall

playe dealing with American soocinl life, that
tha beginning of the new tuste for mnativa
aubjeats may be predited. This taite grew
ao quickly into & strong populer demesnd
that the older mansgers were totally un-

prepared for ity nnd, within & few
yeard past, this demand has rigen
with such torrent-like rapidily that
gome New York managers hava been

almoat awept nwey iu the flood, While
tiey still hiad spenta in Europa expending
iorgo gums of money for - thew in securing
the latast Inropeso soccesses, they did nog
notice in time that the Amerioan people
had suddenly ¢hBenged their taste. Pro-
duction after produetion loat fortunes for
the menagers while pursning a palioy
which a few vears before had made them
tich, Onr olitest théatrioal company, Wal-
leck's, wan roined andidiebanded on #e-
count of “this utterly unlooked for and un-
provided for npheaval.

Thie #wdden ohange found no body
of dramsiic  writera in this country
properly equipped and exporiencad to mest
the new demanda. 'Lhe reenlt of thne has
been that some of  1te managerd Lave saved
themaelves, with & hard strugele, by having
Furopean plays “‘Americanized" as fast
e brought over. A few bawe had origi-
nel mative plarg bto offer the publle,
and fortunes have Gesn made by cthars,

L 1 before in t, who pra-
pented  epmi-variety performances fillsd
with hite npon Ameriean social life. Iam
not gure that performannes of the latter
kind, auch as those of Harrgan sod of
Hoy#, bave nos baunﬁhﬂ poet importaat
confributieny thus far ‘to the coming
“Ampriosn drama,”’  They nre full of neat
charaater tonclies, and it 18 oo native char-
acter firsb and artistio ponstruction aftec-
wards thet & nat ! dramn 18 f Jud

I have paid that this forract-like, sudden
desira for itd own sobjeocts ahown by the
American poople I8 - great phenomenon in
deamatic history., To gse how preat a
yhenomenon it is one has only to eon-
pider three faots. First, no maes of
humenity 8o large ond  at  the aame
time go homogeneona and #o gencrably in-
salligent, has sver beforo exiated in hiztory.
Hecond, the developwient of a dramatie
im[puln like this, in any country, has bore-
tofors been gradoal evolution, not n endden
ohaoge within fifteen years, at the very
dawn of ity drematio interest in itself, besn
fuily eq=ipped with magnifivent thenters in
every larpotown withan immensa body of
actors and aefresses competent to illustrate
ony phoee of buman character and the pas-
wions of the day: and with nnliwmited wealih
fresly offersd by unpitalista to produce and
sustain any theatrical enterprise that prom-
iney m fatr return,  Where, in the whole hig-
tory of the atage, oan oll these conditions
be duplicated?

Now, for one thing lacking: & body of
3 b1y i i e

writery nul t in £X-

unprecedented demand.
urh oAn do jt; and if they coold, $hey do
not mew exist. Eocland bos been reduced
to n vary fow oapable dramatists, too faw to
look after the current developent of her
own Batipna] oharacter, It louks as 1f the
brilliant Franeh schpol of this eontury
Lad i ted its py Lnies.  But it
would be nseless 1o look in this direetion
if thore ware n hundred good dramatists in
lurope for thae boker's dozon that Teslly
live ‘to-day. 'They know nothing abouk
America or Amarican life, they care nalit-
tla na they know aboutit, and they bave all
the contampt for it which alwaya agoormps-
nies ignoranoe.

‘I'hig gnestion-~where aro our dramatists
to raset this preat pepalar demand?—is one
that interssts. only iu & very mild way, the
ganeral American poblio.  IT they get what
they want they will enjoy it; if not they wiil
ainuee themselves in some  otber direction.
If they do mot find their braioe intersated

hgr the  theater they will content
shemeolves with the wircus fur re-
Inxzation, - sad depen: on *  books
for  sheir  intellsctnal entertainment.

Thers is nothing in the world wore nhso-
lutely eertain to come then the indiffarent
contempt of the publio for any art that is
noh ka[-t. by its own devatess un & plan suf-
ficiently high to command reapect. B an
American drame doos not arige at thia won-
derful crigis the Amorigan public will nof
worry about it in the least, But tlioss wlo
ara truly apd deeply intersated in ths coming
forward of new nnd strong workers in ita
field are the fow Amerionn dramatista that
niready axist, Of conrge they will do tha
bedt they oan to telie advantnge of this new
demand, Bal thoy are too few o aupply it
now, or to ustain it for soylong time to
come. If others do nobcoms to the front
eapidly the dermand may simyly dis nway;
nnd as goickly perhapa a8 it araps, "o the
gueation, then—whero ire our naw drama-
tists for the emergency?

They nre stroggling,
things:

MWant of exporience. . s

DiBoulty in gotting their manuscripta
tead by manogers,

The yonng aepivant, who 18 grinding his
forth nt the deluys he has bLad in fluding
auyone to 8o ook 8 open the manuaceipt
of hia play, witl bo aurprised, perhaps, to
be told thit the greater diflicnlty of the two
aboys rentioned is the timi-—want of ox-
perience, A voung mon who hnd sncceaded
i baving s play read and preduced, once
told me, with gles, of the .opporinnity ba-
fore hio, A nooiber of MmMADAZERE Word
ready to present s next plny, add ho had
conoluded & contract with oneof them, I
eongratulated  biw--adding: “And  the

tayi”
¥ “Oh, [ haven’t thoughd of thnt yet,"

In ather wonds by thouglit  he bad over=
aome thig chief obataols, when he hiad the
enr of the mannger. Muany o mnu{‘.g AN,
with telent hue suffered, somotimes Fatolly,
from thia mistake., Whatever may be tho
difionitisn of getting & mausgoer to read
manusoripts, the chief difllonlty 1u the pro-
-i;u;:{an of noancoesaful play is the writivg
o 3

Augd 1ot no young writar forget that  fagl!
Tt is the lust thing & young man ledrus, bus
wo nlder ones heve lourned it thoroughiy.
I'bin want of exporience is 4 Lnodred fold
more an obatnole in this conntry shan in

now, againet two

Frapce or ik anr old cownbry, where 8

perience and talent to meet the sudden apd i
No torsign writ-:

their abligation to this prin-
eipli in every line of two mere fairy talos;
yeat three-nuortera of Oour young 4apirants
who are writing oboat real life give it we
thought or care whatsver. _

This genaral leading pginoiple i a good
fonndation for every new writer to Hiark
with, One might go on with less important
matters alnost 1ndefinitely. I often wish
that I ocould give young men the banafit of
mony thiogs thiot bave been forced on me
by hard exporience, and whioh I woald

in a dramutie schuol. ut wa wust do our
beat withont & “sehaol!! The oely sobsti-
tute T can think of iz a conrse of thoughi-
tul . rending. Follow through the dra-
riatao vtione of  Hallam's History
of ]ingﬁ;h Literatnre, §f  bad almost
commitied tlhis 1o wempry before |
éver wrote a play, ‘The German oritics,
Lenslog and Hoblegel, are of vary groat
value, of '¢onrse, Ithink any young man
wio raads these anthors carcfuolly, to su)i
nothiyg of uthord and of the old plays, wil
ko about the wotk of dramatie compagition
with & thovghtfulness mnd sincerity that
wauld hardiyy bo possible without such
resding, In the ubsenee of a national

ELONE0N MOWARD.

sehool of dreamotio writing, stndy like ihis
seamp almopt e ity io that eomad
work which will make anccesa probable.
1Beyond this, all tha young Ameriesn
d-amatiste sen do ia to remember that be
b san times aB mnch labior before him ns
nyonng Kuropean dromatist hog and to
do it,

Now a few words s8 o the second and
minor “'diffiesity;’ getting manzeoripts
read by managars. +

Let the vounp writer put oot of his
thonghts all ides thatb to get a manager’s
attontion requires ‘'influence.”  Inflnsnes
wouli undoubtedly be a very good thing if
it infinenced anybody, Baot the very ul-
mogt the request of a prominent man con-
neoted with the stage, or of a ecritie, ean
do s to indoes @ manaper to tako njuann-
gaript from a very lurge pileof plays that
have been ment in and ploce itin o some-
whish amaller pile, whicll be bopes to read.
Of conrge this 1 sowething; bat it marks

very rare onged, 1 once used my own
influsnce with a Losdon  menager eo
dfroctly and personally that ha read n play
at ottge, 'Uhe noxt time I moet bio: he set
on the opposite sida of the table ut & dinner

nrty, Hoahook hisfist nt me over the
it and axclaimed: "I'll met even with
you some day.’! And he did. He was o

denr, pood friend, nnd be’s gone, now; but
Wa Wora quils.

My own sdvice, in & practieal way, to o
young mon wishing to attrret the attention
of 8 monager is this: ‘“Write out the slory
of hia play in clear, ditect and mimple
Innguugs with dialogue; it should noe ex-
ceed, puy, 2,000 words, and less than tlis is
batter, Then wtite to tha ninnager, aaving
he bus made chis brief resuma of the story;
that it s vopied by trpe=wiiter, and he
wishes to send it to him; enolosed atemp
and direoted envelope, Ihe chancos ave
that the mansger, delightsd at the idea of
hrevity, will weite hima At onee to send it;
and Lo will probably glance over it atthe
firgl opportunity befors reading the loug

lays oo his ehelf, My advico further is
aun: Lot n young wan write his brief re-
Aume befors he writea the play atall, 1f
tho stary id not of intersst in this shaps
the play iv not worth writing, nine times
out  of tom, nnd he will be saved
the tromble of writing 4t Tt no
ane hmagine that dinlogns, however cood,
gan eover tp the laok of interess in the
story  und incidents, It will bo muoh
botter for o young man o write oab story
affer atory in this way, ankil s oomos to
ang shat o mannger likes, thon in warting
Iin time dn writinge o foll - play that may be
of nointrinpie valwe nfter it dn finished,
aven if well done, . Furthevmoro, there is
1o betber praotice t tlhia for the fature
dramastist,  So lw gota in the labitof worlk:
ing ont hig atories withoot orumoent, he
will always know whether they nre inlerost-
ine or nob in themselves; Lo will know
whetlier it is worth ltia while to pus themn in
form for the stage.  Dho necerdity of Aug-
peating this working out of the siory before
hoginning to write the play, iHustratea whik
I have said abont the want of o deamatio
pohool in this conntry. A voang French-
mun in Paris conld hardly make the mistaks
of startivg work withont doing shis, Yed 1
did to$ learn tho avetam antil 1 had waated
wiiny dnys and wonths on udeless material
‘The folly of this wes frat brought fully
hiome to mo by o remark ot Dion Boueieanlt
abont oue of 1y awn entlior playe, How-
ned pot on the feathers Leforo he made bis
ohiioken,”™

It seemn to meshat the best possible
practice for s mauneger woulid b o mail n
printed form fo eveey ona sending himp o
winnaearipd, sayinge that he o will Lsbhd it
until he recéives a brief resume i the story
and will read tho play if it then intoeests
tim, This would relieve munagers of wool
unnecessury labor in rendivg oauugoripts;
it woild te an ogosllant thiug for aapiiing
dramatisis; and, sbove all, (v wonld save to

tiow, ' thi ! L lis &t th
exaggeration,” this anestion muat lis & L2 6 e s gl T A3 RAK T 4 mAs I BerabiD

park upon imaginary coneeits, In Hotoi-!

binve known instinetively if T had comaup:

tlia extreme Hmit of “influcnoe.” except in !

ap if T would liko o gample the woolly woat,
11don't know &hat I thonght of poing out
pand growing up with the connkry. Pm
s afraid I expected quick profits in mining,
;and Ieelt that [ wonld let the shing last as

with snother eastern mon and we wank ont
P there near Hnnke river and bought up 7K
&orag ebout fifteen milos from 8 town,

It wiis a rabber neat roxeh wo started in
on, We put down M0 nares in wheat, 150 in
eorn, and kept ten neres Tallow each annson |
fotr aeed stock  the Tollowing Aeason,
may be sure this rmeant hostifug,
planting and gathering times we had n big
geng of men working fir usead we conldn’e
wanr boiled shirts very mneh onreslves. We
had Lo de all gorts of unexzpeetail things,
For vae the most nuexgected thing waa tia
cooking."”

“Id vou cook Bt

“Yem and thet's what [ staried out to tell
sou nhout. It wasn'ta very hard job when
only my partner and I were on band in the
middle of the summer; but in tho hoavy
peagon, when we had fAfteen or sizbesn mon
there it was rough on me—and & [Little

You |

roughsr oo them,

YOf soarse wa started. ont o hire a ook,
Put we soon digeovered that L his wag going
to bs uo eagy watter, You see wa Were o
spood waya from any other raneb, and the
women wers timid, They heard that two
i bachelors ware keeping houze thera and
| they fought shy of tha plago. Mo amonnt of
| wapes was any indocement, and we'began
to gat discontaged. About the tlme we were
ready to give ou bope of getting s oock and
waid of all work, my partnar, whowag &
poileleas men of no segaeiby whatever g
regerds women, drove down from the town
with a cook: He was radiant with satiatac-
tion and helped her ont of the wagon with
an effusive gnllantry that amosed me,
Now, I had necesaarily spent o few days in i
town aod I lLad kept my eyes open; and !
whiin I wes introduced to hia cook I recog- |
nized bernsa yoong lady whom I had
canpht sight of before.

“E took 1y partner agide. ‘Bil)’ T asid,
‘don’t yon know any better than thati’ ;

{What do yoo meant’ be essked with ‘A
puzzled look. i

* Do you know anything abouk her?’

*Not roneh, he erid, ‘bot I guess she
van cook well enough.’ :

ORIl L osad, ‘teks her back. | She
won't do. 1t's hard to live on my cooking,
but we mogt ab leagt try to be respactable
here.”

‘It was 8 blow to bim, for he hLed been

much elated at the bomelike prospact, And
he drove her away again over tha fifseon
miles of prairie road.
. “after that wa bockled down again to tha
reality of things, and I went on with fhe
cooking. Kefore Ileft the east I had made
eertaln inquities from Bn excollent honss-
kesper and enccessful cook, my consin'a
wife, snd Lad entered np in a litile book
certain recipes thas ingenions lady hed
given e, At the time of writing these
thinge down 1 -had  thonght of mno
particntar  diffieulty n  exsonting the
lnatructions. Auything 50 sga-
cifia gppmed  beyond the proba-
bility of sonfusion. Tho worst I thoughk
of was, evon by any cbanve, baving to maks
uge of the reoipes,  After the ineident
which I bays joes told you about T got ont
thie bools and looked it over, Then I
atarted in on soma things & littls fanoier
than the kard fara we had bean having.

U] won't disguise tha fact that I ealen-
lated upon astonisking my pattner and toe
men. Fwi{l nathing abont the book, and
started i oue morning on & ceriein kind pf
cokes, with whiel T rememeberad that my
epougin’s wifa nlwoys made & preas hit,
With the instroctions before me & prosssded
to follow yorbatim every poins of direstion,

When I had renolied what ssemad tome
nbout the middle of the jobs T realized that
1 wag stuck—hopelessly ataok, 1 read the
ragips ovor mgain, tried it backward and
| forward, made n faw sxparilnants and gave
!tha thing up in despair.  Homeihing or
tolbior bad been left out of tha recips, and
* of ponras it was tterly beyond the pale of
| probability that I wonld find out what that
{ sometlhing was, :
| “Af this junotars I hosrd a voive oubside,
| and went to the door. There [ wnwa farim
wagon and horse.  Ab the horse'a head wra
A woman. Hhs was giviog the suimal o
drink. When the woman ssw Do sha
nodded in $hs free western wav, and nid:
‘(an you give me n littla help with this har-
news? Théy drosed this beast op down
there,’ indicating the ronihern ron of tha
road, ‘but pomehow the darned thing scems
to be getting hiwmaolf uodressed,” -
ihre yom going to town? § naked.

“ +Yan, ' grid alie; ‘got Aome tiinga to boy
for the farm.”

" *Can you oonk? said 1

Intervopntivelv.

voowall! said I, *I'm in A regolar hols
hers aboat some pooking, nnd if you counld
just pive me a lift on it Ll drive to town
for you and got these things,’

“t'a & bargnin,” she enid, snd so the
thing wee nrranged. I fized tho haroess,
drove to town, did her buying, and when 1
crme back thak blessed woiean had brought
order out of clinos, and finiehed up by gv-
ing e some mighty valuable pointors on
the genernl topin of cooking. 1t peows
there was a little something left ont of the
eake recipe, but T Lad also turned soras
prooesa npside down and serioualy modilied
tha propee seguence of the prooess.

“Phe womal got into her wagon and
drove sway to the gouth, L ssw ler again
the following week or 8o nnd then it bagun
o i Bpon me tliat sha was & yory prothy
woman, il when [ became as tauely in-
torested io Ler od thid conolusion may im-

to prive mo somie wore points oo covking, In
fuub, voee or fwice affer tant pho plannod
to ur.oF and oock for me whila | drove to
town for ber and did buring.”

""How romantiol®

‘Y3, it wat; but [ wonld rathat have
hung sround and spent more time recsiving
inptruction.  As it was partner gob in

tle babit of dropping it while I wan dojug
the buying,
i,

My pariner ia o ¥ory athrsctiva
I will tall von ot ones whnt yoo musk
to denow, thut she wos & widow, Tt
imi’ L every man who will confesa his intarast
inn wanian who doss oot Riterward murey
B,

“fo have earried ont the romanes you
shoutd have married her.™

“Well, wo far as the romancs wey
gsined, thit nevedslty was fulfillud by th
fuob thiot my partnor marrisd har. Very in-
toreating, wasi't it

“Ior gour pirtaer,!

“You soe sle owned A bip
b tlie Aoutly, and she leased that nt & sun
tignre when thoy were married, W did)
fing conkwg thes, T e tell vou, T would
;u:t have spoiled we for any inoro rYoughs
i Hub aumoehow
crovwdec

Lhore, 1 felti b the iy, And

prialie on povery auocongiel orop nod & yery.

generond sum sy parbuee pid e for iy

intoredt in the land. T oledrad saveral tl.tguup-
! £

ply, [ wus glad thasshe stopped long cuough

awingiog
whilet, above his head, t
the deagon, Ho wees the splendid jooes-
sion of the vardingle, in their gofgdoun re
and white robies as e geis dowa th b
marble steps, on each #ide ol which b
tiral atatnes sturd in miches; big o
Dominica, -
pagria, koesls nnd makes she sige of ths
er osfh, and tell her boy shak Shigd

mag, the day on whish the Jedne ob:

*ongiderable,’ eaid u.hu_. looking at ma

son- |8
ileﬂe af land .Miﬁ

[ fols nu I{i! wag rukher |
1
one fall I got out, with my siwre ol the ¢

on Chri
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