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THE NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COi
" OF MILWA.UTKEE, WISCONSIN.

ASSETS, JANUARY 1, 1891, $42,353,912.96. 6 S URPPLUS, $6,532,324.98

John I. Platt. James B. Platt.
THE POUGHKEEPSIE EAGLE.

DAILY AND aInIE-*EILLY.

Platt & Platt
pouomizersti, N. V., February 2, 1891.

S. D. Stockton, General Agent, Northwestern Mutual Life Ins, Co.
Dear Sir: I am a firm believer in life insurance and carry polioies in seven

different companies.
In 1882, at age 40, I took six policies in as many different companies, for $1,000

each, on the t*enty-payment life plan, all exactly the same. Any one can make
his own comparisons and draw his own, conclusions.

The reason I did not at the time take a similar policy in tho Equitable was
beansae I had a Tontine police mature in that company in 1882 and the results were
not satisfactory. I then decided not to insure in that company again, but for the
sake of comparison I have often regretted that I did not.

I am more than satisfied withthe results obtained in the Northwestern, and, as
you are aware, have increased my insurance in the same. The dividends have
inereased each year and I would most certainly recommend your company to any
one desiring life insurance. Respectfully yours,

JAMES B. PLATT.

DIVIDEND COMPARISONS.
The following table shows the relativd cost of policies referred to in the above

letter of Mr. Platt. The dividend Record made from offioial statements sent to
Mr. Platt direct from each company.

Name of Northauos- Mutual State Conn. Now York Mutual
Company tern Benefit Mutual Mutual Life Life

Number of Policy.... 112,174 109,1.0 12,212 138381 150,812 227.485
Annual Preminm. $811.92 $.71 $37.47 538.69 $18.83 $34.07
Cash Dividend. 1883............... .. 1 6.21 4.70 4.31 1114

1884... 0.81 7.23 6.37 4.85 4.73 3.94
18k5... . 11.19 7.81 11.41 5.41 4.90 4 28

S " 188... 9,82 8.11 8.29 (.6-4 .07 3.78
1887... * 20.310 8.37 6.t( 6.1b2 t.24 .96

S 188.'.. 10.51 8.78 7.06 110.27 5.31 8.17
1889,... 10.91 1.07 6.59 10.47 4.61 3.43
1890... 11.41 .18 7.01 10.08 4.89 2.68

" " 1811... 11.8 9.70 7.45 10.90 5.1 2.86

Total Dividends. $92.80 $750.0• $60.25 $70.79 $44.32 $31.77

*])ouble Dividend.
The present rate tor a twenty-payment life policy of $1,001. at age 40, is $39.80 in the

Mutual Life and New York Life and $39.771 in the Connecticut Mutual.

Established 1835. B. SHEFFIELD & SON W. R. Sheffield, Manager.
J. B. SHEFFIELD & SON.

PAPER MANUrIACTURERS.
New York Office,

8 & 12 Thomas St.
SAUOERTIEs. N. Y., April 30, 1890.

S. D. Stockton, General Agent, Northwestern Mutual Life Ins. Co.
Dear Sir: In reply to your inquiry I would say, that in 1869 I took my first

$5,000 policy, and I afterwards increased my insurance from time to time until I
now have $110,000 on my life; $20,000 of this I took in the Northwestern in 1b82,
which was all your company would issue on one life at that time. The cash
dividends have increased each year and have averaged only 30 per cent. of the
prenmiums. Having compared results on my insurance in the other companies with
policies of the same date, age, kind and amount in the Northwqestern, I find that the
dividends paid by the Northwestern are larger than those of any other company in
which I am insured, and I carry policies in the Equitable, the Mutual Life, the
Connecticut Mutual, the New York Life and the New England Mutual.

The Northwestern's location certainly gives it advrntages in point of interest
earnings, and its management I consider titht-class. Very truly yours,

WM. i. SHEFFIELD,

W. E. PHILLIPS, GENERAL AGENT. W. G. GOODING, SPECIAL AGENT
Rooms 31 and 32 Montana National Bank Building, Helena, Mont.

ON THE TURNER PLANTATION
BY JOEL CHANDLER HARRIS.

WRITTEN ESPECIALLY FOR THE HELENA INDEPENDENT.

CHAPTER V.- (Concluded.)
ISS CHAMBLISS ON-
locked the door an'
went in the house, an

n

elammed things down
like she wuz mad,
She flung the tong
down on the h'ath,
slang the shovel in a
corner, an' sot a ehees

back like she woe a Iryin' for to drive it
thoo the wall. Then she began to jaw.

" 'I'll git 'imI Me a-tellin' 'ti to stay an'
min' the salad patch an' he a-runnin' off.
Won't I make 'im pay for it?'

"'That's me,' says Johnny, an' he talked
like he wzo mighty nigh ready to cry.

" 'These wait!' says the little chap in the
acorn. 'Keep right still!'

"Bimneby Mis Chambliss come out'n the
house an' looked all aroun'. Then she
called Johnny. Hho had a voice like a din-
ner-horn, en' you moughter heard her a
mile or more. Johnny, he shook an' shiv-
ered, but he stayed still. His step-mammy
called an' called, an' looked ever'whar for
Johnny exceptin' in the right plaoe. Then
bhe went back in tue onuse an' presently
she come out. She had a little spade in
one hand an' a little box in tothor.

"'Watch her!' says the little chap in the
acorn. 'Keep your eye on her!'

"She went down in the gvardon an'
walked along tell she come to a Mogul plumn
tree, an' then she knelt down an' begun to
dig away at the roots of it. She dug atn'
dug, an' then she put the box in the hole
an' covered it up.

"'Oho!' says the little chap in the acorn.
'Now you see whar she hides her money an'
your daddy's money. Ever'body thinks
your daddy hail been a-throwjn' his money
away, an' thnr's whnr it'g gone, I've been
a watchin' her for a long time.'

"'1 aIn't botherin' 'bout the money,' says
Johnny, 'I'm a-thinkin' 'bout the frailin'
1'm gwine to git.'

"'Well,' says theb little chap in the acorn,
'when she goes to the spring for to fetch a
bucket of water, put me in your pocket an'
climb down from here. Then go up the
road apiece, an' there you'll see a red cow
e.graaln'. Walk right up to her, elna her
on the bask. a' say 'Nirgyapie wants you.'
retoh her home an tell your step-mammy
that a stranger told you that you mighthave her of you'd go an' git her.'

"Shore enough, twant long before MiseChambliss come out'n the house an' started
to the spring for to get a bucket of water.
he had done took ae' pulled off bet aun-

day-go-to-meetin' duds, an, she lookocu
mighty sorawney in her calico frock. Time
she got ont'n eight Johnny put the acorn
in his pocket an' scrambled down to the
groun, aft' then he split off up the road oz
hard ec ever he could go. He didn't go so
mighty fur before he seed a red cow feedin'
by the side of the road, an' she
wUZ a line cow, too, ez fat oz a butter ball,
an' lookin' like she mooght be able for to
giver four gallons a milk a day an' leave
some over for the calf whareoever the calf
mought be. When she seed Johnny walkin'
right to'rds her, she raised her head an'
sorter blowed like cow creetures will do,
but she stood stock still tell Johnny come
up tn' patted her on the back an' says:

"'Ningapiu wants you.'
"Then she shook her head an' trotted

along at Johnny's heels, an' Johnny marched
down the road a-swellin' up wi' pride tell
he like to bust the buttons off'n his coat.
When he got home his stepmammy wn.z
a-.tan'in at the gate a-waitin for him wi' a
hickory, but when she seed the cow n-fol-
lowin' 'long behine him, she took and for-
got all about the wliippin'she'd laid up.

"'Why, Johnny!' says she, 'whar in the
wide world did you git sech a bo-u-tiful
cow?' "

In his effort to mimic a woman's voice
Mr. Wall screwed up his mouth and twisted
it around to such an alat lnllta extent that
Joe Maxwell thought for an instant the old
man was going to have a spasm. The lad
laughed so heartily when lhe found out his:
mistake that Mr. Wall repeated his effort
at mimicking:

"'Why,. Johnny,' says she, 'war in the
wide world did yon git senh a be-u-tiful
cow?'

"Johnny, he up an' tol' his step-mammny
what Ningapie tol' 'imt to say. an' the ole
'oman, she woa in about ez proud cr
Johnny wu., MShe patted the cow on the
back, an' muched her up t•ight'ly, an' then
she took her in the lot anu' got ready fer to
milk her. Johnny felt the aoo-n n-jumpin'
about in his rtookot an' he took It out an'
holt it up to his ear.

"'Watch her when she goes to milk.' says
Ning upic.

"Johtnny, elumb the fence an' waited.
'Thess 'bout the time his atup-mammy be-
gun for to milk the cow good, a little blhuk
dog come n-rushin' 'roun' the yard a-bark.
in' tit to kill. 'Time she heard 'im the cow
give a jump an' tome mighty nigh knoekin'
ole Miss Clthmblise over. Time everything
got qulot, here come a bill ptiok of dose
a-ohargin' 'round' the lot paliit's in full cry,
an' it look like to Johnny that the cow
would shorely have a fit.

"\YWh night come," Mr. Wall continued,
throwing another pine knot into the fire
"Johutty got some milk for his supper, an
then he went to bed, lie halt the soorn to
his ear far to tell the ilttle chap goodnight.

" 'Don't put me on the shelf,' says Nin-
Rnle,. 'an' don't put we on the flnor,'

"'Why?' says Johntny in a whisper.
"'et 'asse the rats might git me,' says
,agar

COMPANY ADVANTAGES.
The Northwestern is an old company. It was organized and commenced businoss Nov. 25, 1858.
The Northwestern is from Fifteen to10 Forly Per Cent. the Cheapest Company. Its dividends for many years have

been, and are now, far larger than those of any other company, and are more than double those paid I y many of the
prominent ones. For twenty years these d:vidends have been published in detail for comparison with tro.o of other
companies. It is the only company that has done this in recent years.

The Northwestern Realizos the Highest interest Inconte, from its great abvan tags of to ation. During many years
of its his'ory the death claims, expenses and taxes have beoI p rid from the interest receivel during the same year. No
other company can show such a tecord for a angle yeadrl Its invstmentu are abrolutely the best to be obtained, and
simply unsurpassed in security; and the interest is paid onr them more promptly than upon the average safe investment.

The Northwestern has the Lowest Mortality of the Large Companies. Its location has s nabled it to secure a very
surerior quality of risks, and its businessis contined to the healthi *r po.tions of the United Sta'es. Many occupations
debar from insurance, and "quality, not quantity," is the motto, F,',r the pas; siexleen years the a ortality of the North-
western has been less than in any other large company. For the past five years its death losses have averaged less that
one per cent. of the meal amount insured, a result heretofore unheboard of in the h story of American Life Insiruance, in a
company of the age and size of the Northwestern. The lowest mortality and the highest interest income can produce but
one result: The ch apest, safest and best policies.

The Northwestern is a purely Mutual Company. There are no) stockholders. Its policy holders receive till profits,
ard have one vote in the management of the cmpany for eeah $x.000 of insurance carried. 'the abuse of t e proxy sys em
is carefullygu'ided against. Proxies can be used brit once, cand only withini sixty days after eedcution. No trustee,
otlicer, agent, clerk, or employe of the ct mpany can Last a proxy vote, and no one person can cast ov, r 1f.0 votes at ani
one election. At the last annual meeting of the company over 18,000 votes were cast for' the present management and
none against. Officers and trustees must be membess of the company; the books and records are open to the inspect on
of the po'icy-holders; and the company is examined semi-annually by a special committee appointed for that purpose
from among the truste a.

The No:thwestern is ty Far the Safest Company, if the safest of a mutual life insurance company can for a moment
be questioned. Unlike many of itscomoetitors, the investments o& the Northwestern are not confined to a limitedarea
alreadyencumber3d with capital seeking investments at low rates of interest. And unlike t"eee coompanies tl.e North-
western has not been comnelled to loan millions of dollars for want of better investments, urnd.r the New York law
authorizing loans to the extent of 80 par cent. of the value of stocks and bands having paid a d vidend for three years.
'There can hardly be a comparison of the desirab'lity of a loan, of this character on securities with a widely variable quo.
tat:on subject to the excitement of the street, and a seven per.cent. loan on the b.at productive T ror oety in the states of
Illinois, Ohio, Michigan or Wisconsin, rapidly increasing in value, and worth three times the amount loaned. Applicati ms
for loans are sent through regularly appointed salaried loaning agents. A bonus or comm:ssion not I e ng al owed, the
borrower is enabled to par a higher rate of interest, and deals directly with thbs Trustees. Thus, only t ie best class of
investments are recured, there being no object in the loaning agency recommending questionable securities merely for a
commission. The charter requirements in relation to loans and investments are the most stringent and conseevative,
and the Northwestern is the only large company without a dollar of fluctuating securities.

The first dividends on Tontine Policies of 'the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, paid this year, 1891,
are from 40 to 60 per cent. larger tln a similar Tontine Dividends in the New York companies. A premonition of this
portentious truth has made the egents of those companies more induvsrious than ever in dirculat'ng slanders ut on the
Northwestern, and in endeavoring to show by false ratios and de usive figures teat the "Northwestern's dividends have
been falling off." Please invite the urgent of the company or any company making there attacks on the Nor hwestern to
go with you to the office of the Northwestern agent and if the other agent can prove, or if it can be proved: First, that
the Northwestern's dividends are runn ng down; or second, that t'Ve Northwestern's dividends on similar policies in the
past and preent are not anywhere from 40 to 250.per cent, larger than the divi-lends of the compau'nes whose agents are
circulating these delusive attacks, then the Northwestern ageht will agree willingly and forever to retire from the Life
Insurance business and leave the field free to the attacking companies. Nobody oeljects to fair play, and certainly no
agent of an attacking company o'!ght to decline the opportunity of proving the assert one he has been circulating so
broadcast against a competitor.

We want no business and'ask for no man's application unless we can prove that the Northwestern will do better by
him than any other oompany. ' t,' ... .. • .. . .

" 'Well,' sase Johnny, "I'll let you sleep
on my piller.'

",ome time in the night Johtiny felt
eump'n run across the foot of his bed. He
wuz wide awake in a minit, but he kept
mighty still, bekaze he wuz sheere'd. Pres-
ently he felt sump'n jump up on his bed
an' run aoross it. Then it popped in his
head about Ningapie, an' he felt for the
acorn tell-he found it..

"'Now's your time,' says Ningapio. 'Git
up an' put on .your cloze quick an' foiler
the little black dog.'

"Johnny jumped up, an' was ready in
three ehakes of a sheep's tail, an' he could
hear the little black dog a-caperin' aroun'
on the floor. When he started he took the
acorn in his han', The door opened to let
'im out, an' shut itself when he got out, an'
the; the little black dog went trottin' down
the big road. It wuz dark, but the stars
wuz a-shinin', an' Johnny could tell by the
ell-an' yard (the constellation of Orion)
that it wuz nigh midnight.

"They hadn't aPne fur before they come
to a big white hose a-standin' in the road,
chompin' his bit an' pawin' the groun'.

" 'Mtount the hose,' sanys Ningapie.
"Johnny jumped on his back an' the hoss

wmnt canterin' down the road. 'Twan't

AND JOHNNIE'S IIORSE A FOLLERIN' THEM.

lonn 'fore Johnny seed a light shinin' In
the road, an' when he not it little nigher he
seed it was right in the middle of the cross-
roads. A tire wea at Uiaezin' up thor an'
who shqald be a-feodln of it but his stop.
mamuwy? Her hair won a-hangin' down
en' she looked like ole Nick hlisse'f. the
wo a-wn•kln' 'roun' thehlaeo, a-mumblin'
some kinder talk un' a-wrnkin' motions wi'
her hen's, an' thblr worn great big black
act a-wlldn' 'roan' wi' her an' r-rubbin'
ur agin her, an' tile creetur's tell wan
nwelled up out'n all reason.

"'Watch out, now,' says Ninapole 'an'
hold on to your hoers.'

"He hadn't more'n spoke the words be-
fore a pack of dogs broke out of the woods
an' made right for the ole 'omian, an'
Johnny' hose aifollerln' e. Thar won a
monstrut sontteratlon of chunks an' fire
coals an' then it looked like 'oman, dogs
an' all rim up in the elements, an' that was
*obh another yowil' sa' bowlin' an growl.

in' ez ain't never been heard in them parts
before nor sonce.

"Whon Johnny got back home he found
his onppy a-waitin' for him, an' he looked
like a now man. Then they went down
into the gyarden, an' thar they fonn' a pile
of gold packed up in little boxes. Ez for
the ole 'oman, she never did come back.
She wuz a witch, and Ningapie unwitched
her."

"And what became of the acorn?" asked
Joe Maxwell.
"Ah, Lord!" said Mr. Wall with a sigh,

"youn know how boys is. Like ez not
Johnny took an' cracked it open wi' a ham-
mer for to see what kind of a oreetur Nin-
gapie wuz."

CHAPTER VI.
THE OWL AND THE BIRDt.

The Gaither boy grew to be very friendly
with Joe Maxwell, and he turned out to be
a very pleasant companion. He was 15
years old. but looked younger, and although
he had no book learning he was very intel-
ligent, having picked up a great deal of the
wholesome knowledge that Nature keeps in
store for those who make her acquaintance.

He could read a little, and he could write
his nameo, which he took great pride in do-
ing, using a stick for a pen and a bed of
sand for a copy book. Walking along
throuoh the fields or woods he would paune
wherever the ruins had washed the sanud to-
gether, and write his name in full in letters
that seemed to be wrestling with each other
-- "Jame K. Polk G(aither." As there was
nuother James in his family ha was called
Jim-Polk Gaitbar.

His friendship was worth a great deal to
Joe Maxwell, for there wa not it bird in the
woods nor a tree that he did not know the
name of and something ofits peculiarities;
and he was familiar with every road and
by-path in all the country around. He
knew where the wild strawberries grew, and
the chinquepins, and chestnute, and where
the musai•iUah, or, as be called them, the
'"I1talak 1;wpe ripest, Th birds eauld

not hide their nests from him, nor the wild
creatures escape him. Ho had a tame buz-
zard that sometimes followed him about in
his rambles. He set traps for flying squir-
rels, and tamed them as soon as his hands
touched them. He handled snakes fear-
lesily, and his feats with them were as-
tounding to the town lad until Joe dis-
covered that the serpents were not of the
poisonous species. In handling high-
land moccasins and spreading adders
Jim Polk confined his feats to seiz-
ing them by their tails as they ran
and snapping their heads off. Whenever
he killed one in this way he always hung
it on a bush or tree, in order, as he said.'
to bring rain. When it failed to rain his
explanation was that, as a snake never
dies until after sundown, no matter how
early in the morning it may be killed, it
had twisted and writhed until it fell from
the limb or bush on which it was hung.

Jim-Polk had many gifts and acquire-
ments that interested Joe Maxwell. Once
when the two lads were walking through
the woods, they saw a pair of hawka
somedistance away. Jim-Polk motioned to
Joe to hide under a hawthorn bush. Then,
doabling his handkerohief before his mouth,
he began to make a curious noise-a series
of smothered exclamations that sounded
like hoo!-hoo!-hoo-hoo! He was imitat-
ing the cry of the swamp owl, which Joe
Maxwell had never heard. The imitation
must have been perfect, for immediately
there was a great commotion in the woods.
The smaller birds fluttered away and dis-
appeared: but the two hawks, re-enforced
by a third, came flying toward the noise
with their feathers ruffled and screaming
with indignation. They meant war. Jim-
Polk continued his muffled cries until pres-
ently the boys heard a crow cawing in the
distance.

"Now you'll see fun," said young Gaither.
"Just keep right still."

The crow was flying high in the air, and
would have gone over, but the muffled cry
of the owl!-hoo! hoo! boo! hoo!-caught
its ear and it priused in its flight, aligbting
in the top of a tall pine. twiweing in this
airy ontlook, it sent forth its hoarse sig-
rnals, and in a few minutes the pine was
black with its companions, all makind a
tremendous outcry. Soume of them dropped
down into the tops of the scrub oaks. They
could not find the owl, but they caugtht
sight of the hawks. and soundeo.l their war
cry. uch .cawing, screaming, fluttering
and fightinr Joe Mlaxwell had never seen
before. The hawks escaped fromt the
crows, but they leftemany of their feathers
on the battlefield. One of the hawks did
not wholly escape, for. in his fright he flew
out of the woods into the open and there
he was pounced upon by a khng-bird, which
Jim-Polk called a bee-martin. This little
bird, not larger than his cousin, the cat-
bird, lit on the hawk's back and stayed
there as long as they remsained in night.
The commotion set up by the c~ows had
attracted the attention of all the birds, ex-
cept the smallest, and they flew about in
the trees, uttering notes of anger or alarm,
all trying to find the owl.

The incident was very interesting to Joe
Maxwell, lHe discovered that the owl is
the wis•ed Islhmael of the woods, the most
hated and most feared of all the birds. A
few days afterward he went with Harbert
to see the hbogs fed, and told the negr 9 how
till the birds seemed to hate the owl.

"LordI yes sbh !" said klarbert, who
seemed to know tall about the smatter.
Ain't you never is hear tell or do tale 'bout

tie owl an' de yuther birds? Ole mlan lie-
usse tole it tor us ile dimany a year ago. ann'

uens• deln binl hear talk aboutit me' times
dan what I got fingers an' toes."

Of coutae Joe wanted to hear
Tilst sTOIY OF Toluel OWL.

"Well, 1sa," said Harbert, "hit run sorter

T. JOHNS, Wish-l Marzh 90, 8
Wm. T. Gage, Esq., General Agent of Northwestern Mutual Life ID1sua11tra8 O*

Detroit, Mich.

Dear Sir: Replying to your favor of the 24th inst., just at hand, I woUld t Ma
that in March, 1.r,, I took out policies in vour company, the Michigan Mattt
Mutual Life of New York, Mutual benefit of Newark, N. J.. the New Yordkide 0t
Equitable Life, of New York, all being of the same plan exactfy.

At the expiration of the flfth year, I made calculations on the relat|•v0 10o* t
insurance in the different companies and found the cost in the Northwestetr stJ
less than in any of the others, so much so that I have dropped my poliofi•s•
Equitable and New York Life and have taken additional insurande Wit)$
Northwestern. Very truly yours, ROBERT M.

NOTE.-Mr. Steel is one of the best known bankers in Michigan.

ANOTHER DIVIDEND COMPARISON.

The following table shows the relative cost of poliaies referred to in the aboibr
letter of Mr, Steel. The dividend record made from official staiemeuntl * t ti
Mr. Steel direct from each company.

Northlweat- ulntul MlrhfaU1 Mutual Newera t lenafin Mutual .. Name of Company.. Life Life

,. ..l'reent Rate. 5-$1,270.00.
$1;27,40 $1,2.i $1,1 20 ..,Annual P'remium... 1,087.80 1,288.00
..... .80 1(0.40 C.(ash Dividends, 1818. or 102.44
2(1-85 2l .0) 108.81) . " 1087. 04 80 112.84
277.8: 250,0 115.20. " " 1888. 76.80 117. 44
2011.25 200.21 121.60. ". 1889 . 85•,0 .24 114
02.11.2 270111 2 128.0. " 180. 5.1100 121.44

$1,461.80 1.254. $55171100. Total Dividends... $40.201 $158.40

TOLEDO & OHIO CENTRAL RAILWAY
AND

'IOLEDO, COLUMBUS & CINCINNATI RAILWAY.

RxEBDENT'S OQPIC .
Stevenson Barke,

resident. CLrVtLAND, O., December 17, 18• •
F. C. Trask, General Agent Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Uo(mpalay,

Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear Sir: In 1882 I secured my first $10,000 volicy from the Northwestern qi
the ten-year Tontine plan. I have paid eight premiums thereon and have rsceivae"d
annual statements of the surplus arising from my policy. These state aents bhve'.7
been so entirely satisfactory to me that I have since increased amy inutrance tdo
$40,000 on the semi-Tontine plan. ..,

Wishing to compare results with other companies in which I hold Tontinae
rolicies, 1 requested them to give me a statement of my Tontine acnmrillatto•d

r 
II•i

those companies and this they have refused to do.
I believe that the Northwestern by reason of its location is able to 1,A

better class of investments at a higher rate of interest than can be agsq(}ud "..
other life inasurance company, end that its willingness to show the. Itl
time how his investment is progressing, entitles it to be rightly dsignd* I
"Policy-holders Compapy." Very truly yoursT

NOTE.-Judge Burke IL reported as carrying 5115,000 (1ta 8aqc q ge. M : , .

like die: One time way back yonder, 'fo'
ole man Remus wuz born'd, I speak, all do
big ds wua in 'cahoots; dam what fly in do
a'r, an' dem what walk on de groun', an'
dem what swim on de water-all on am.
Dey all live in one settlement, an' what-
somever day mought pick up endurin' er de
day, dey'd fetch it ter de place wharbouts
day live at, an' put it wid de rest what de
uother ones bin a ketchin' an' a fetchin.

Dev keep on dis way, twel 'twant long 'to'
dey save up a right smart pile or fast one
thing an' den anudder. De pile got so big
dey 'gun ter get skeerd dat some un ui
come 'long whilst day wuz away
an' he'p derae'f. Bimeby some or
de mo' spicions 'mong um up 'an
say dat somebody bin stealin' farn
deo provision what dey savin' up 'ainst hard
times. Mr. Jaybird, ho coyspon' wid Mr.

THEY MEANT VAlt.

Crow, an' Mr. Crow, he coyspon' wid Miss
Chicken Hawk, an' Miss Chicken Hawk,
sho coyspon' wid Mr. Engle, which he was
do big bnokra or all the birds. An' den day
all ooyepou' wid one anudder, an' day 'low
dant doe blooee tar let' somebody dar for ter
watch der winter wittles whiles day or off
a-huntin' up me'. Doy jowered an' jow.
ered a long time, twel, binmeby, Mr. Engle,
he up an' any do do bes' day kin do is ter
'pint Mr. Owl for ter keep watch. Mr. Owl,
lie sorter hoot at dis, but 'tain't do no good.
kase do ynthers, dey say dat all Mr. Owl
got ter do is tar sleep mtu' endurin' or do
night an' stay 'wake ondnrin' or do day.

"So den," Herbert went on, pausing as if
trylng to remember the thread of the story,
"dev'pinted Mr. Owl for ter keep wato•,
an' oy all tiew off, some one way, an' some

anndder. Mr. Owl, he tuck his seat, oh-
did, what he kin take in a right smart
stretch or conntry wild his big eye-ball, an'
le sot dar tight yeart. 'But bimeby he'gan
ter git lonesome. Day want nobody ter
talk tor, an' do sunit shine so bright diat he
bleeze ter shot his eye, an' toa' he know what
lie doin' le wuz a.nettin' dar noddin' same
oa it niiger by a hiok'ry fire. Ev'ry once
in a while he'd ketch hisse'f an' try'ser keep
'wake, but do what he would, he can't keep
his eye open, an' blmeby he snap his mont
like be mad an' din hie slapped his head
under his wing, an' dropped off tor sleep
good fashion, Kase when a bird put his
head under his wine hit's des de ame eas
gwine tor bed an' pullin' do kiver 'roan yo'

"Well, sub, dar be ws, seun' sp si4

asleep. 'Long in do co'se or do
Crow an' Mr. Jay-bird. dey struc
one anndder out in do woods, a
down in a popular tree far tsro
confab. Day done bin aoy l
anadder an' dey bole bin pulIn'
Mr. Crow 'low ter Mr. Jay-bird
so mighty certain an' shore 'bot
keze he mighty sleepy-headed.
Mr. Jay-bird, he up an' say dah
ve'y ides in his win'. Doy sot
swaop talk 'bout Mr. Owl, twel, t
dey 'areo ter no back ter de sttt
see what Mr. Owl doin'.

"Well, sub, dey went dar, an'
foun' 'im. Yasser! Mr. Owl sholy
He wuzas settin' up on a lim' with i
flung under his wing, an' 'twun alls
do for ter wake 'i up. Day hpl
'm des lnoud ez dey kin, an' iby iie
up an' tunok his head out faum
wing an' lopk at um des as
campmeetlin preacher, Dey'bnlpel
quailec-dey call 'im out 'n his a
jowered at 'Im-but taint do ano
des sot dar, he did, an' look at
aint may nuttin' 'tall. Dis
an' Mr. Jay-bird might
folks quoil an' can't gt nobo
quoil back at aur, it omake um
dan what dey wau at tfut. Dat n
de yuther birds come home, M
Mr. Jay-bird, dey had a might
tell. Some s b'lieed urn a
b'llievo u. 1iss Jicy Wo
Jack Sparrow, an' Miss Oal
b'lieved urn, an' day went on Is
yuther birds can't hoar del ow x
skacely. But ld big birds, does
off, an' sal dey gwine te vanudder ouance.

"Well, sub, dey give Mr.
trials, let alone one, an' eve'y i
'im dar ter wath an' gyard d
fast asleep. An' dat ain't al d
dat somebody done bin slipp•n
off der provislon. Dal settlI
Mr. Owl. Do birds not a dty
Owl up for ter stan' and lay trio
dot fum dat time forrud, Mr.
wli do yuther birds, an' dao
dev kotoh 'im out do word wow tt
an' day was all too all foul t
him out. Den dey say dat Whoa
he got ter sleep wid boft s e 1
an, day lay it down dat I•e got
watch all night long, an' dat wla
he hear any fuss he got ter helleo

"'Who-who-who pesteri' we_ l
"Dao de way do law stan's•" so

Harbert, placng his basket of oozt
top rail of the fence, "an' ist d4

wlne atr stan'. Down tar disl
Mr. Owl asleep, he le lp w hid
open an' when do yathe r W•et
out, Aey liHht on to 'im like•o
out fire, an when he ups
aiht ,tiyes, syo a kin heri

" Mho-- 'owhoa1i.
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