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AGRILULTUBAL

SINCE ﬂu, d.ws wh(\n our ﬁrst paremq
walked among the fruitful groves iand flow-
ery vales of Eden, agriculture has been the
honored occupation of man, ‘A deluge
swept the fiice of the earth. but the surviy-
wors returned again to Tural pursuits, The
«lark and middle ages of the world’s history
have come and gone, and still; in the midst
of the enlightenment of the nineteenth cen-
tury, the primitive calling of our futhersis
regarded as the most honorable of all ocen-
pations. :

At times during the progressive history of
man, its devotees have been ridiculed and
sneered at, and there nay yet be a small
<lass of the human family who lgok with
wontempt upon those who {11l the «oil. Like
the fool who hath said in his heart, ** There
is no God,” they mock at their betters, rev-
<ling in the vanity of their birth or position,
but never, in a whole life time of indolence,
Idleness and Juxury, have experienced the
& 'm sarenity and happiness which  ong
Thoues’ rest brifigs 40 the toiling militons who
by their honest labor feed the weorld, Ttis
L7 web an irksome drudgery to till the fruitful

earth, but itis a delightful secience ; onein
which, as we advance by degrees, develop-
Ing the marvelous intricacies of its several
branches, instead of dulling our sensibilities,
stunning and dwarfing our intellects, drap-
ing us down from the exalted position to
which we were created, leads us onward and
‘upward nigher unte the great Fountain of
Life, which is God himself.

All animal life turns to the earth for food.

Were the fields left uncultivated, the orehards

and vineyards unpruned, our prosperity

i would crumble away to dust, eivilizetion

“ hanlt and torn back upon its march, and the

proud nations of the earth return to a state

1 of semi-barbarism. . But by care and cul-

ture, by delving deeper into agrlcu!tur:ﬂ

#cience, national progress, moving hand in

. hand, keeps up her onward strides, and ¢iv-
+ , Hlization soars pheenix like to Jove, :

I'HE WHEAT erop for the year, as shown
by the October returns of - the Department
of Agriculture, is short, being abont twenty

* per cent. less than last year’s production.
Bhould the average continue the same as

. thus far reported, the total crop will sum up’

% In'the neighborhood of 264,000,000 bushels,
wor about 62,000,000 under lé;sw@u’s yield.

: 5\1 quality the crop ave ' faurteen per
©oat. below sound conditio 'he corn erop
thisyear falls four per ce fler the pro-
duct of 1874, while  the oa '
cent. mreater. The pota
extraordinary. Buckwhe

. Age, hut batey is thirteey

. last year. Tobacco is
avernge.
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| Mr. Granger, taking your stan

1HOUGIIT8 ?)R PROGRESSIVE FRRBI -8

The 10”51001\6(1 for hard times have cfae
in the wore active business' world; at 16t
suepeusions, assignments, and failureshre
peaprring on allhands, and generally anpng
the most active frading class of men. 'Hose
whowere ihe richest in their own anddub-

; :mﬂ

out of the ground—for. there is j
place to get it from—all wealth hag
from that soaree. k
While on an extended towr agong the
farmers of Northern Kentucky, Ipas often
questioned 43 to the daty of the firangers,
My answer was, educat yourselvd as to the
nature of your zoils.. Let there Hread he-
foreeach Grange, es=ays on soflskrops and
finance. TLet each member commnce prac-
tising the most rigid economy, af train up
yout sons tolook on farming as w;

lhe head. Df a.ll pmfemlom. S -'
agricultural journaly, read them, §
to your sons the great field of ki
be gained by a practicallife spejt amid the
detalls of ' stock ruising. the efltivation of
fruits, field crops, and learning fae nature of |
the varionssoils, Ewvery farmd shouid pos-
sess come general knowledge ofsois and the
nature of ‘plants, in order tha he may so
adapt these to the several sortf of soils, and
thus secure the best results. Here, indeed,
i5 to be found 1 most importaft, not to ssy
indispenzable part.of the firger’s training,

aud soils accordil
cheml%lry. S
Please take your
all the words of whi' b
the meaning, as to ;
your place among the learnad, and your wite
and children will look up buyou as soine-
body,

7 mnohg the ﬁi,rme'rs f' to lm“ thoy are to mln«
< | cate their sons sous to make farming a suc-

cess, and to enable them to use all the hene-
fiis resulting from a thorough study of
scignee.
hose who have mduated at the agricul-
taral collewe have spread a greater interest
fof-a general education of all,
Let our district schools be elévated and im-

! pr_‘q_)vetl, -and made [what tliey should and

miy be, Andwe urge as one improvemerit,

i almostmdmpenmblv necessary to'the farm-

ers, thiat there should be, and must be a de-
partment devoked 1o agriculture. We can
diseover ng reason why it should not forin a
regiiar branch of Ccommon school education,
1or why every college anr academy in the
Stats should not ve their professorship
devoted to agriculture as a clistinct. Yiranch of
study andeducation.. ;

Is there anything in the subjest that' pre-
| cludles this? Is there any diffienlty in re-
dueing to a regalar science, ahd of so arrang-
mg and claamylng t3 differerit bratclies, as
to permit it being thade's part of the educa-
tional: pmness of the )'otmg'? ‘T think mnot;

but.on the contrary, agriculture is 3 science, |
possessing in all its ramlﬂcatlans distinetive |

features, is goverried by fixed: “facts and vt
sreing painciples, ‘which the youug farmor
shnukl AMarn by stufly and'close application
gutal faculties.

plaﬁs\‘c‘m n&;{l capahh

and without information sucj us th
refeirert to, tic freitest ‘caré 1 Jabor ¥
often prove bf little avail.  Arcording to an.
obvious law of nature,every fpecies of ;;ﬂ:mt
flourishes best and attaing the most speedy
and pericet development infthat deseription
of g0l ywhich is most congrenial to ite peculiar
nature and habits of growh. So intimate,
indeed, s the relation sufsisting between
soils and the vegetation hey sustain; that
the agricaltural chemist isienabled to ascer-
tainthe character of the jimber spout.u:ez
onsly produced by 4 =oil, #d also, in a like
manner, he ean immediatdy decide as to: the
value of that sime earthifor cultivation, as
regatds anything that maf he named.

A Londen gourmand will tell in what par-
ish or shire the mutton he s eating was bred,
whether on the chalic hiks or on the downs.
The winp taster will tell Jou where the grapes
grew that the wine wasipreparesd from, and
the nature and composifon of the soil.

The principal soils an sillea, sand or earth
of flints, lime or clay, magncsia, a mineral
substance 5 with these ge blended vegetable
or animal matter ina geomposed and com-
posed state, and salinehcid or alkkaline coim-
binatiops, The naturp of silica or sand is
dry and hot, and' thal of clay; or alumina
cold and wet. Hence: combination or amal-

gamation of the twotends greatly to the im- |

provement of both: When a soil is light,
dry and porous;witl little adhesiveness sub-
sisting between the particles, it can only be
made eapable of producing a'valuable crop by
an admixture of clay, or some aeelutinaling
material that will serve o render it more
lumid and adhesive, And when there is too

| much humidity with litthe or no friability,

the remedy is sand,  Cold nnd sterile clays,

by the application of asnfiicient quantity of

this ‘ameliorating matenal have been ren-
dered highly valuable for

Granger W:ll ‘ﬁay
call things by theip ﬂgjht names.’

wlth the leamed ﬁafktors wllo do ﬂleir fntm

HE
gL
s
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Ax Escrisn. correspondent of the Gardcn,'

+ | Tondon, has high praise for Snowflake, one

| of Mr. Bliss’ latest introductions, yrhich he|

7 declaras eleaﬂy deservm, owing to ita many |
: to!

-g‘.an(,beﬁ nraw taught in those scliobls, aanl
Without interferitig with the regular course
0E cf}tnmmi pfa,hool ueation. ;
ueh reflection hips satisfled my own mind
of the great’ importance of the subject. T
regard itasan essential step towards . the
©elevition of the furming interests, . neces-
sary ingredient in liftingmup to their real
pos#tmn the farmers of this country.

‘The Btate has been benefitted inher school
funds, but the farmer has not as yet had his
m]_ltliliare of the benefits accruing from them;
He has. been gontentYo look on listlessly,

1 and]let other ¢lagses reap the harvest which

his own. indnstry has provided.  Let him
ho arise firom diis lethargy and. bring this
s'ubjeot before -every Grange, and petition
tlie Logislature to. 5o amend the tommon
arhdol Jaw that thebe shall be taught ngri-
cult\u‘c in the, higher elasses of the disfrict
schd:ls of the State,

Ttkeems. to me. that the farmera haven
right to use a-portion of the money which |
beloqn‘s to them to advanee their own call-
ing; not, indeed, to tear down or pmjud;u
others, but to eleva their own business to
the dignity of a scipnce, fo be tavght and
leattied iithe echopls ‘of the State.—L. J,
Bradford, in Farmers’ Home Journal.

. Tagiroral amount of flour and graln on
Wandin the State of California, Oct. 186, ac-
cordmg to the report of the Secretary of the
San  Franeisco' ‘Produce 'Exchange, was:
50,904 bbls. of flohr;! 5,460,200 centals of
Whe.l.l; 1 490 000 centals of batley; 114,500
cenials of 0atsy. 1‘50,9()0 eentals of corn;
15,680 contals of rye.

"The Bulletinsays ;- * Exporters still think
we shall’ have 6, 000,000 centals for shipment
“gbroad, o Jpe-th yd of which has already

i gone forward. ami t jere will probably belesa

s left ‘for export in ths

1

| mooila mstem;l.ﬂf the faw. m‘eﬂalx

; --Mmm. REPORTS OF THE DEPARTMENT |

OF AGRICULTURE.

The non-appearance of the annusl reports
of ' this Department ‘s explained in its
monthly report for September: ;

“"Fhe statisticdl: correspondents of ihe
Departiment have endured patiently the de-
lay ‘of Congress to provide their quota of
Reports of “ Agriculture for 1872 and' 1873,
After a year's delay an appropriation for the
publcation of editions of those volumes for
thie use of the Department was made, and
one of each was sent to cbunty correspondes,
ents and their ussistants, and two. copies
extra have recently been sent to each county. -
Many correspondents, knowing that the res
port of 1874 was made to Congress last Jan-
uary, and properly expeeting its reoeipt
printed form, have deemed the sending of
dupleates of 1873 .a mistake.  The annhal
for last year is indeed: printed, the Senate
having ordered an edition of 1,200 copies for.
ite own use, the largest number ohmi:mbls
withouta joint resolution, hut no: ‘provision
bas as yet been made by Conghess for any
digtribution ' whatever, = The  Department
should be promptly supplied “iih an edition.

for its official distribution, and exehange,
especially to, its faithful and gratuitously
wotking corréspondents, As to a general
distribution, the English. plan of sdle
should be adopted, but net: unless {he
js made toapply to all dmumeutx "

mm 18 A Gﬁﬂn TIXE GQHIKG-
“Will not_our farmers and stouk-growers
take _cournge 'from the Soltowingz (‘hmﬁ!}
minner in wiich the Bdﬂiﬂo ;Liu i

"They shotild be ens o
v%ed‘ of his mind ‘when it is:young and/indh
p of recmving and ratp.inn‘

pmp}e ewnmlethe huseis nt‘ thingsgan
‘they do, agriculture feels an fmpuise, ..
We predicted a prosperous period for agris
enlture, dating fromithe groat: panie of 18783,
Phe fifst two years have been gquite satisfage
tory. and the balance of the decade is likely
to be sill more. prosperous, - .Qm- means-of
transportation’ ‘are constanfly fereasing an
cheapening. ' We' tre to have a lurge. tmda
in lve stock with Gireat Britaln.and pll'ubnbl,y
with Germany and France, It scems highly -
probuble that. the facilities for transporting
Tive etock will he 80 much impmvad _Iﬂiat
this trade, in the nedr future, will be muech
greater than our teade in meats has heretos
fore been, and this latter trade is'not Jikely
to fall off bat to increase. . We are the : .
est meab«eatmg n‘;tion u‘pon the gl
‘our eapueity for meat pwdueti
greater than our market, W
million head of pnmza st
side% our hiome (lemand

lem wlll be golved. . We
capaclty to supply 1 mattt

cnllétl King, but grass is crow
within

not improbable
‘our exports of lignatmk sml meat will
that of the co

a large handdn

portation. ”i‘his cgttle tmtia lms
to recominegnd it overthat of gw
of onr.grain crops, The gain large :
itself)’ ﬁiﬂ the earriage.  Ten dollars’ worth
ol’mt ray be gent {ce of

corn 3 we shall then gend. eom-entmted_
or cﬂneumtﬁd corn—the manufm.

culture of the Lnited States Jg eetah i
| 1tsels on & hiasis gbove/and beyon;l pm}
. Xf grass ia king, the R
gk*n is }t& throne, and
ﬁhwe who possess It

Gracn I8 alwayk grm but i;x‘

| s0 gracious us wiien we aeelt bm'_ ;

umvorthv uelws."




