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To wrvery rich plicer mining conntry
there necessarily comes aseason of prosperi-
ty which cannot hold up—a flood of popuia-
t;nn.ln1:~si|1e~ts-.u!'n-., which minst, in course
of a few years, fall away. Montana has
seen that day, ‘These mountains were once
erowded with fortune Lunters; business
went with a rusly, anid money was plenty.
A mun thonght no more of five dollirs then
than he does of one, to-day. Year Ly your
this state of things gradunlly died away.
Our population hus fallen off and  business
has gone down—down! But reaction in its
thine has et ing we have again began to
prosper. ‘Lhis tine, our prosperity is a pers
manent one. The trae vidue of our agricul-
tural facilities has been demonstrated. Our
vast pastoral privleges are hecoming more
anil more appreciated, and our quartz inter-
g&ts are being developel 3 aud we are march-
ing on to a degree of prosperity from which

« ghere will be no decline,

That region of country along the line of
the Union and Central Pacific raiirowds,
have passed through a like ordeal. The
building of the road was to them what our
rieh gnlches were to Montana. But when
the road was completed there was nothing
t0 sustain ibe business, and then came @
erisis—a reason of dulpess more terrible
than that which existed prior to the com-
mencement of the roads, But, at last this
gection has begun to prosper, again muchine
shops, conleries, and stock-raising have con-
apired to create a lively trade, but it has re
guired time to doit. Every one who has
experienced one of these seasons ot dullness
which follows so close on the heels of one
of these perinds of unwa:ranted prosperity,
must admit that it were far better if (hat
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vapid and unhealthy growth pever exi-ted,

than that a people should have to endure its
falling off agnin.

In discussing the suhject of o railroad to
Montana, we often hear {he remark that it
would make times bhrisk while it was being
bullt, which wounld eunable present owners
o sell at big figures, but ina few years dirth
of businesa, ete., must necessarily  follow its
completion, Now if this is the effect to he pro-
fuced, it would be unwise to spendany mon-
ey to bring about such a atate ofaffairs, We
don't want any mare temporary greafness.
We are prospering now. There is no better
poor man’s country in America, and it wiil
only be a few years nntil emlorants attract-
& hither by onr shipment of wool, beef and
ores, will begin to track the platug between
this and the States, by hinndreds,  ‘I'his will
bring rallroads and all the kindred benetiis
of civilization. Now the question to be de-
termined, is whether it is befter to wait tor
the steudy progress of events to brog us
these things ; whether we shoulid wait for
buslness demands to build a railroad, or
whether we ghall build one to make the bus-
Inesa? This is a progressive age, and the Jat-
ter comrse to a wide-awake go-nhead people,
geems by far the most like business, yetthe
former is surest and usually attended with
Dest results. Wedo not thirst for any seu-
gon of prosperous times that will not he per-
manent. We are not here for a term of
yeuars, buoyed up by the hope ot mauking
tortune out ot some vislonary vutt-i‘pl'isé.
and depart to some sunpier clime. We wre
here to build n home—have enst our destiny
with the Lerritery and expeet to spend the
remainder of our day < here, and finully find
a last resting place among her picturesgne

. hillg; and consequently are ouly in favor ot
gtich mweasures as may insure steady and
permanent good,

Tae winter iz proving anusually severe,
Both west and east, Iu western Netwaska,
the pluins nre so covered by deep snow us to
seriousty threaten to reduee to starvation the
wast herds o cattle that roam that region,
Ordinarily, when gnow falls there, it deifis
and leaves Inrge arens of nutridous deiwd
grass bave ; but now the snow has fallen
evenly. und ncrust hasdtormed, and the grass
18 not availuable tor graging pueposes.  Tn the
@ist there is 1 very serions water 1 * e

i
vailing ‘whini: retapds  manuinetar ng, aud
wnnkes the getling of  water for stock, and
for ovlinary domestic opecations, a ditii-
eulty.—Praiie Farmer.

Here in Montana, we have had good
wedlbor (he entire winter, Once the mer-

cury went down a8 low us 182 below zero, | to entertain such o proposi

Lt i Bas not remnined below zero for forty-
Lt hotrs at any otie tioe the whole witl-
pad D not been impeded in the
furmiers have Leen threshing
grain and hanling it to market, geiting
out wosd, tencing, eten from the mountaing
without imerruption, There have been no
covere storms and Lug litde snow, There
are but few sections that lave enjoyed the
lnxury of a good sleigh ride the whele win-
(o, Our tlocks amd herds, both of horses
and eattle, were npever infiner condition.
What Hitle snow thut has fillen in the val-
leys hias been swept away by the wind, and
stock have had feed without interraption,
and our mutton and beef is rolling tar. Poor
ald dairy eswa, which have seen hard nsire
all sunner, are also inoa thriving eondiiion,
And it is not at ail probuble that stuck witl
suffer, or even have to make an extra
exertion to obtain plenty of foud during the
month and a half of winter yet before us.

@

These facts may sornd marvelous to our
enstern friends, bt they are true neverthe-
less. Lot them vome and exanine tor themn-
selves, and if they are not delighted with
the country, it will be because a genial,
and healthy climate, and opportuniiies to
establish o luerative and prosperous busi-
ness has no churine for them.

Jay Gouvnp. Oliver Ames, Sidney Dillon,
and others have subimitted a proposition to
the Legislature of Montuna to build a nar-
row guuge railrond trowm Franklin, ldaho,
to a point as far nerth as the mouth of the
Big Hole river in this Tervitory, a digtance
of 300 miles, for a subsidy of $1.500,000 (or
$5,000 per mile), in Territorizl bouds, bear-
ing eight per cent. per anun, the road fo
be built at the rate of one hundred wmiles a
yeur, and bouds to be issued forevery twe-
ty miles of road as soon as completed,  We
had anticipated o propesition from  this
souree, but had hoped it would be maore ac-
ceptible than this ope. As we have pre-
viously intimated, we helieve a larme major-
ity of the people of this Territory sre ram-
pant for a railvoad, and will vote for almost
any measure that promises oune, however
dangerous the experiment wnzy be, henee
we had Lioped that gome proposition wotld
be submnitted which would be fuir aud egui-
table, that subsidy, though a Fhitter pili?
to us. might have been rendered a little
more palatable, Dut wemust say we ure
sadly disappointed. The proposition is far
from what we anticipated; not what the
people expoeted § not what they desired, and
not. in our opinion. such as they ure prepur-
ed to accept—not such as they can, in jus-
tiee to themselves, aecept.  In the first place,
it is subsidizing a road fully five-sixths of
whieh lies beyond the lmits of our Territo-
vy, and from which the Territory eould have
no-revenne, nor he profited in the least hy
the settling np and development of the
cottry along the lineof the road,  Second,
iL is & narrow guage, and the line of which.
it iz to be an extension has proven to Lea
tailnre, not being uble to contend with the
snow upon the mountain ranges; aud Iast
Ll not least, $6,000 per mile would be a
large subsiiy to give to a stuudard guage
maiin trunk line, even if every foot of the
voud lay within the boundary of our "Perri-
tory. much Jess to make such an enormous
uwift to n branch line on the uarrow guage
order. wholly  inadeguute for winter use in
the resion throtugh which it is to be bnilt,
al for one teo which reaches not further
than fifty wmiles into the Territory. It las
been estiimated that o romd of this deseiip-
tion can be copstructed and eguipped for
$0.000 per mile. If this be true—and it

seetns to come from good authority—cer- |

tatnly the demand i= unreszanable.
hoped that they wonld do Letter.

We had

Our Tervitorial Superintendent of Public
Instraetion, Corneling Hedges, advovates,
in a recent eommunication to the Heleng
Hereld, the passage by the Legislatuve of
an aet provuling that no comnnon &chool
distgict shall be entitled to an apportionient
ot public money wuless they have six menths’
sehonl during each year, instead of thiee
months as the lnw uow stands,  This s al-
together premat e, and would wark a pos-
itive injury to our sparsely settled districts,
We regret that a fack of space precludes.our
entering into the spirit of the question st
leneth, Bt we trust there i too muck
aouil, hard seuse existing in our legisluture
o for an jnstant,

and we hope the matter may not be hrouy
before them at all.  We are an ardent sup-
porter of & thorough public school systen,
and shatl be but too happy to doe all i out
power to advance fhe catise, We will hinil
with delight any amendment ealealated to
fuiprove it, bug certuinly think the meuasure
proposed 18 prematare and unjust,
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Since my last there has been @ Il in ¢
about the Capital, which ‘may be attribuis-
hle to the absence of office-zeckiers, and the
Legistature has turned into line, und instead
of adjourning as was proposed Ly somie

ed a business-like appearahee, Instemd ol
lounging around the bars, most of them
have appnrently decitled upon a more Cco-
nomicn] plun by giving their elbows a rest
and taking thelr Lhome-like, soothing com-
fort frowm their fiverite companion aud sol-
acer—the pipe.

Thelr deliberation in organizing may be
taleen as a eriterion for their future work,
which. it contivued throughout the term,
will be eareful and characterized by pru-
dence and economy.

Taking o glance at them while seated at
their desks, one must admit that they pos-
ses ab aversge of the intelligence of the
country, and it guided in the future by tie
same cooliness tud eaution which has becn
‘exlibited by their pagt actions, we may yel
expect some good to come of their deliberd-
tions.

In the House the progress has been slow,

save in the work of iutroducing bills. [
waould be useless to undertake to furnish a

prominent wembers Jast week, have assui- |
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deseription of the bills, as they will doubt-
Joss he materially changed betore they reach
the Connedl. Up to this date none of the
House bills have reached the Couneil,

In the Counzil, the progress has been bet-
ter, vight or nine bills huving been pussed
hy thut body and gone to the House for ap-
proval. Awong these bills is one glving
the Governor power to appoint 8 Tomuiis
gioner of Deeds: also, a bill egiviug the
‘County Comnmissionera the power to rejeel
any ot all bids for the care and maintenance
of county sick 3 wnd also, a bill allowing in-
terest on county wiarrants, A bill allowing
swine to run at laree during the winter seq-
son, has also passed the Council. An act
compelling owners of water ditches and
flooms to keep them in repair, and preveut
the waste of water which often damages
roads, ete., wig passed. A bill In regard to
the election of connty Assessors, making an
Asgeszor ineligihle tor o secowd term, was
nlso passed by this body, but will probably
be killed iu the House, Among the bilis
tutroduced, 13 a school law which is so volu-
minous that I cannot give even g synopsis,
No railroad bills have yet made their appear-
anee, exeept the bill ;wving counties adjoin-
ing Lewis and Clarke the right to vete
whether or hot they will aid in the construe-
tina of the Benton road. I learn that on
Monday Mitchell will introduce & bill ask-
ine a sabsidy for the Loilding of a north
and south nurrow guage railroad,.  The pro-
visions of the bill regnirve that the road shall
be completed within three years, to the Big
Iole river, the payments (o be in seven per
cent. honds upon the completion of and sup-
plying each twenty niles of the road with
rolling stock, at $3.500 per wile. The bill
ashing n subsidy 1o coustruet 2 wide guage
rowd from the head of navigation on the
Yellowstone to the eastern boundary of
Deer Lodge county, has not yet been drawn
up, but will be out yery soon. A bill con-
solidating the ofiives of Mengher county is
favorebly spoken of, and Mr. Brainard will
doubiless get it through. A bill will be in-
troduced next week to allow Gallatin ecoun-
ty to vote $15.000 ftor the bhuilding of a
sehool-house in Buzeman, The bill to au-
thorvize the consiruction of a Territorial jnu-
satie asvinm will donbtless pass, but will be
improved very materinlly  before it becomes
alaw,.  Another one ot the important bills
if’ be introduced is one grapting an exemp-
Hon from tax tar ten years o the tirst wool-
e mill which way be buils in the Tervitory,
The special provisions of the bill have ot
yet been made kuown, When the bill is
printed T will give a more perfeet account
of it Wit
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edon
itlsburg, on the 16th iy,

raciion to the dry d('ﬂ-kn‘
-6 i+ reported from military
hendguarters that Gen Miles had o engagy.
Hull, Bee. 13, defeatine
i head of ponies and '?‘UI!]:
A slorm occurred ].1
Linowhich many thousang
wkes cone down with the gy
Goiie of them were it fuot lemg.—-———-l"i\.'a
fdred Bloux warriors antd their tauuilieg,

mient with 5il

hitn, coplring

catip eaud]

are said to be cncamped at Wood Mountaiy,
_ The Prestdent recognizes the Packapg
overt et ——1 ix eatimated that the dup.
aea doite ot Clneiunaiti by the recent bregh.
and overtlow ol the river, wip
renci —A feariul snow storm gp.
surred in Noew York en tbe 16th inst, Rl
raad were blockaded and trains delay ed gyep
torty-eight hours, In portions of the Sy
tho spow by snid to be deeper than was eve
known hefore——Edinburg, Pao, had atiyg
on the Boinst,  Loss, $U3.000.—Regp
Adbniral Joseph Smith, the oldest olficer 3

., Navy, died at Washingion ou the
——he Warld's Washington spe

up of ive

100, 00—

e

the [louse has catsed the arreg
of Wells and Auderson, menbers of 1y
Louisiuni retarninge board, ‘U'he  easlijer
of the Union Trost Co,, New York, has dis
covered o torged eliech, BH4 000 —"T'lie liy
wanutaetory of Orein, Beuedict & Co., Now
York, has snspended,  Linbiiities, $150,000,
—T'i:e Detoerats have nominated Du,
Murey for Governor of New Hamps=lire—
Gen. Diaz tailed to cffoct a compromize with
lglesins,  lie attacked the torees of Iylesiy
on Guonjuasis, conmanded by Antillon o
the 34 iost., aud Antillon v detented s hef
sure wd his artiliery and all material ofl
wir to Gen. Tennea at Martinez,  Iglesiy
has ashkedd Lo be allowed to retive to privat
lite. Gen. Quirogo supporied Lerdo g
November S0ih, then surrendered over 500
wen and a4 lurge wwoant of war mades
and retired to his ranche. He was afie
wards arrested, tried and condemned o)
shot o the 12th mst,
The Indizns made a rald on ihe ranchis
men pear Chugwater station, Wy, runig
ofl 1ifty head ot borses.——Fred May hasa
rived in New York City, unburt.——aligss
Sanders bas been elected Ul 8. Senator o
irom Nebraskin——The snow Ulockades
Poughleepsie, N, Y., lias been ruisel.
The Benate coteniiiee have eomploted the
work at New Qeienis, James 1. Baig
hag been elected Ul 5. Henator from Tenoss
soe, for the short term.——Geo, I, Horuld
been elected U B, Benator (rom bassul
setts——A riot occurred at Carthuge )
on the 1oth inst Two persons were b
wounded, and several horses killed—1b
new canvass of the vote ot Flovid, on
by the new Governor, resulied fn S mdgif
ty for Tilden.——Aun ice gorge, on thel
tomae, broke on the ' 18th inst,, doihg T
mense dimnge to the shipplog and Wil g

Washington.
A dispateh of the 20th inst., stites that
elevtoral bill eontintes to challenge a gt
diversity of opition in New York Cigy. !
Herald predicis is passagae, and e
izes the opposing argumeit 8 weik, !
Pyibune profests, The World is nele
sepve. 'Uhe Sen is omincusly stient
Times criticises the bili tor rot more 09
tedfining the powers ot” the p:i,l,;r:_:-'i-:l &
wiission § denounees ts wpeotsin
atfempt to zo bebibad gy lewiild
of the electoral voles, and eluitus
stupposed tribunals cannot be gt
Judicial, for even the junges aie i
cording to their supposedl party syos
leaving miuch o chanee in the seieddd
the filih judge, whose decision ‘m!i-'l 0
the whole eive,  FPhe bill also gives U8
banal the right to ioterpret the ponen

tiie

never tallen to vor ol to oxug

respectable legislutive Lody achug
written eonstitntion., or by o clenr

essary  inference froan  thal Ot !
should be asked (o clothe an arhilitg
accidonta] commission, with ail the poy

any possessed Ly dtseil o the Pty
we believe, unlicind oft  We ni¥ i"(::JJ
it onehtalso to Le intolershle. Bore
see how the Supreme Court ;
Ny proper ¢ouception of il et
ofiive ean consent to take part ib

1l &
k R
ter skelter method of shulling @

- T
greit publie question.  The ml:th:_ﬂ;‘#
are called upon Lo act arc fatal l“l;’e-,
like judicial thoroughness ‘.'":1_5“-’[' .

to judicial impartinlity.




