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ROCKY MOUNTAIN HUSBANDMAN.

Recky Mountain Hushandman.
" R. N. SUTHERLIN, Editor.

Tue froit growing interest is now the
most important interest that demands the
attention of our farmers,  Our agriculfural

PHILLIPSBURG AND ITS RICH SILVER.
MINES,

There are few mining towns in Montana | ) -
Drplse monntain upon wineh they are located

| which have prettier locations than Phillips-

burg. It iz high up on the mountains, and,
though the country about it i3 uneven, itis
not rough, Lo the west is a valley several
miles in extent with a pleturesque nioun-
tain range, graced with many gaudy peaks,

interests are In a prosperous and lhm'iug_.;'{Wh“U aronnd-to the edstwatd the town is
coudition. A spirit of inquiry seems to per-| g\, py long pine covered ridges. The
vajie tlic Epks of ot rmlss tie letety town is n.s_-.-u'ly built, with wide strests, and
suid most improved implements and m:u:hiu-]lhm a healthy looks hus two lotels, two
cry/mre sty lakwdinced, 40 2 rcq“im*ib!uck.ﬁmit.ltshnm and five or six Dbusiness

ments of the climate and soil more carefully
studied. Ounr stock interests are on a par
with, at lesast, if not in advance of, many of
the States,  There is a lively interest mani-
fested in the breeding ot horses, and speed
and draught have each their disciples. The
flourishing condition of our horned stock
business has caused great advance in this
line ; the most Insignificant beef grower in
our remotest valleys boasts of his thorough-
breds and high grade Durhams, in fact,
cood stock are becoming so universally pop-
ular that few are content with anything less
than a three-quarter breed bull, and in many
instances thoroughbreds roam at large on
the range.  The same spirit of progress is
noticeable among wool growers, Though
in its infancy, the most improved animals
from the choicest flocks of the States and
Canada, and repredentatives from over the
water, have already placed Montana sheep
husbandry in the front ranks with the indus-
try in any of the older States,

But our hortienltural interest, though it
does not involve anything like the amount
of capital, is none the less important to the
progress and development of the country,
and the welfare and happiness of our people,
Like most new countries, the early settlers
of Montana pronounced it & fuilure as a
Iruit growing country, but subsequent de-
velopments go to prove that they were in
crror. A great variety of small fruits are
being grown, and in some sections some
of the choicest varieties of apples are raised,
and we believe that the time is not far dis-
tant when a large amount of fruits will be
grown on most every valley throughout the
country. Many of our farmers, though not
entirely convinced of the truth of our ysser-
tions, are willing to muke the experiment of
planting an orchard if' there was a nursery
here where they could prooure trees, shrubs,
ote, What Is now most needed is n good
nursery, Any person who understands the
business could, with a small outlay and a
fow years’ labor, make a good thing. Our
hortieultural interests cannot flouriah as
they should until a good nursery is estab-
lished. The Bitter Root valley has got quite
a start, both in apple trees and shrubs of
gmall fruits, but the farmers there have lab-
ored under considerable disadvantage on
acoount of having to get trees and cuttings
trom Easgtern nurseries,

Most of us oan well remember the poor
guccess that our fathers met with in the
Western States so long as they relied upon
getting their trees from the Hast. Aore
than half the trees brought there died in the
sunyner, or winter Killed them, and remark-
ably tew flourished. Before a country can
hecome a frult producing region it must
have its own nurserles, as fruit trees st
be acelimated, whether it be in a eald caun-
try or warm. This has been the only difli-
culty experienced in Montana, T'rue, there
is a science in onltivating and pruning an
orchari.  'T'he proper locality should be se-
lected, the suil should be adapted to the pur-
pose, and, maost of all, great care and skill
inust be exercised in irvigating, as this will
have great Influenee in the size and flavor of
the fruit, Neither should the tree or shrub
be kept growing too late in the fall, as it is
more lable to winter Kill than would be the
case if allowed to become Jdry and the tree
harden before cold weather sobs in, In view
of the grgat importance of the watter, if no
one 18 willing ta engage in the nirsery busi-
ness on hia awn acoonnt, wounld it ot be well
1o organize n fruit growers® assoeciation and
et up u jpoing stock company for the pur-
pase. The shares might be put down low,
and well distributedl amang our nost pros-
perons mrmey, und in tha eveut of failure

almost swie to be the ouse, the henefit would
he well distributed. A unitod effort in this
direction may wecomplish wmnch good to the
Lerritory, '

houses. e privcipal firms are Wi, Wein-
stein & Co., Sinith & Cuaplice. Thie last
named Hrm ship their goods from St. Lonis
and carry a2 lurge a stock as any liouse on
the West Side

In company with my gevial friend, Hec-
tor ITorton, who, by the way, is the discov-
erer of silver leads here, a miner and mason
by trade, made a visit to the principal mines
and milla, The first evidence of business
after leaving the town nud traveling a mile
or more up hill, was the Northwest mill,
which we found thumping away at 70 drop
time, Ihis is one of the best built mills in
the Territory. It has ten stamps, crushing
dry ore and tour Buckuer eylinders in oper-
ation. It is built ou the hillside. The ore,
which is reccived at the upper story first,
passes through a Blake crusher, and then
upon a drying table; then through the bat-
tery and down to the ¢ylinders, coming out
at last in bars of bullion ready for shipment.
Mr. Frank Fresber, the gentlemanly su-
perintendent, and Chris. Herbert, the clever
foreman, appear to understand their busi-
uess thoroughly, We are under obligations
to them for the courteousy and pains
which they expliined the *+ins and outs,
whys and wherefors” of the silver milling,
machinery and mines of which they have
churge.

A few hundred yards above the mill and
near the summit of the tidge, we reuached
the Speckle Trout mine, owned by the
Northwest Company. This is one of the
toremost mines of the camp, and in fact,
the Territory canuot boast of many better
than it is. It has been tested to the depth.
ot 300 feet below the' surface, 200 lundregd
fect of which iz below the water level, at
which depth there has been a 100 tfoot level
that develops a tine body of ore. The ore is
brought out by steam power, the water for
rinning the engine being hoisted from the
mine. The prettiest silver ore I have ever
seen was at this inine. At a distance, one
wonld take it to be a bright granite rock,
but upon examination it is found to be very
heavy and literally impregnated. with rich
tninerals, some of it fairly glittering with
native silver. The rock, though the out-
ward appearance is solid, when broken,
cells or caveties are found containing wire
silver. I have not experienced a more de-
lightful pleasure for many a day, than that
of breaking the glittering chuuks of ore and
taking the first peep 2t the beaudiful little
coils of silver thercin. In some of the cells
the curls of tine silver wire stand up in the
center, with their tiny prongs and prangles
wound about each ofher with such minute-
ness of beantpons design that I pould hardly
help fimeying that they werg placed there
by the delicate hands of the fairy, 1t would
be difficult to estimate the value ot twenty
hundred pounds of the choicest of this ore.
We were informed that the average yisld of
the whole body of ore as it comes from the

;nlne, is about 100 onnees of silver to the
011,

'The next mine vigited neay by, is known
by the ¢lassic name of the Sharktown mine.
Itisowned by H. 1. Murray and J. K.
Dumphy. ‘They have a shatt down 150 feet,
They have ruy sowe levels snd are taking
out ore which i= being erushed at the Noeth-
west mll, "Phey ave also driving a tunuel
from the toot at the hill and ave within 150
feet of the ledge, baving already gone in 300
feet. This tunnel will tap the lead about
250 feet below the surface. "The lead iz on
the same hill with the Speckle T'rout, and if
not the smme vein itis its first cousin, as the
ore is quite as rich.

Furher over the hill we visited the Sal- |
| mon wine, owned by Jumes Estell and Eli
the loss wonld be smatl, sl if otherwise, as |

! names.
| the Speckled Trout,

| Which belongs to the Montana Miniug Co.,
near Jefterson City, e invited us to o

Holland, it has a shafy 50 feet down, a |

boiy of ore four or five fect thiek, and 1 ays
from 70 tp 80 ouncea of sllver ta the ton.
There wre a number of other leads upon

the same hill, but § do not remegaber their iy the

_'1_‘I|vy appear to run purallel with
Salmon and Shurk, and
s, species of the =amce aibe.

are, no doul
is much the shape of a ish, and it is not un-
likely that Lhese silvery helts may yet p.m\‘c
to be merely the fires of a mouster silver
hole. whose mammaoth body of the earth's
richest gems lie hidden below.

A few hundred yards to the south from
liere bronght us to the Algonguin of which
Mr. J. K. Pardee is superintendent and part
owner.  Phis mine is 172 feet deep and  has
two levels run at that depth. At the kind |
solicitation of Mr. H. 8. Showers, foreman |
of the mine, we went in and took a = see |
tor vourselves! at the mine, Lollowing |
Mr. ‘-a we entered the mine by o tunnel
which taps the lead about 80 feet below the
discovery. Reaching the shaft we turned
to the left amd traveled along by the side of
the lead 100 feet, to where we reached an-
other perpendicutar shafl, Here Mr. 5. and
my comrade mounted a ladder and com-
menced to descend, aud setving it I .did not |
tollow I would soon be left on the ewth
surrounded by massive rocks, huge tiwbers
and darkness, L determined to *zee the
mine,” loo,  Clinging from round to ronud
[ followed them down aud down, fiually
reaching a platform just in time to see the
alimmer of their cundles disappearing
among the posts and eraggy coruers of the
massive silver wall some distance to the
south, cast, west or north, L wou’t be posi-
tive which, When [ reached them they
were ab the end of the lead 50 feet from the
shatt. 'Turning back we passerl the shaft 5
in place of our landing, and journeyed along
in an opposite direction 150 feet, viewing |
with admiration the wonderful precision |
with which these mines are worked, and the
eure and painstakine, thatis displayed in
fitting the timbers that braced up the glit-
tering walls by the side of our path. Iere|

we turned about and faced acvoss the lead, |

iraveling in a rather low, rough tunnel, a
distance of 45 feet,  Upon reachinge the end
we were informed that the ** end isnotyet,”
and when we asked tor an explanation, Mr,
5. who was seated upon a glittering  stone,
siit 1 We have followed along by the side
of this ledge 200 feet and then gone into it |
406 feet, and the *end iz not vet,” . beeause
there is still ore in front ot us. We have
tried to cut itin two, but have not got across
yet, and pointing to the front where the tun-
nel had narrowed down, amd was tull ot
broken ore which had not been moved since
the lust “shot,” said: ** Do you see, there
is still ore In front and it wall mill over a
hundred ounces to the ton " Returning to
the shatt, Mr. S. dropped a small stoue
through the floor of the platformy and said
* 1t is nine or ten feet from this platform to
the water level, and the water in the shaft
is 40 foet deep. At the bottom of the shaft
levels have been yun developing a ost
beautiful hody of ore fully as many feet in
length as we have scen, and the quality ayv-
ernges still better than the ore at this level.
Aseending the ladder we tarned aboeut tray- i
eling along the leud aboot the same distance |
and direction as we did below, finally com-
ing out of the mine, delighted with its beau-
ty and richness and satisiled that there is
millions in it, As yet there has been but
little of the Algonguin worked. It is
thought that the vwners intend building a
mill at an early day. I learn, however,
that Me, Pardee is not yet satisfied with the
extent of the mine and will net erect ma-
chinery except hoisting works, until he has

gone down 50 feet deeper and run levels
and tested its depth and value,

Leaving the mine we passed over a
ridge, and tarning townrd fown tyaveled a
mile or more down hill, looking at s num-
ber of leuds on the way, One of them, the
Cleft lead, sticks upout of the Zround a hny-
dyed feet, aud ean be troced by the erop-
pings a halt mile, It is troam tour to slx
fea thick, and where fresh worked looks as
\\1:][ and 1s represented to be as rich as the
other leads LT i i
been !c]iiglll]_v.'“cil?s\\"(rlcl:p::.;.m" B e

l{eachmg lown we met with Mr. 1. 1.
Lewis. superintendent of the 1lope mine,

with him to the Hope, but the pressing |
tonch a¥ the sun and warrted knees cone
pelled va ta decline the tramp.  This mine

\Was one of the first developsd to any extent
eamp, hut for some time past haa!

5 mme
Chily i!ee]-
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months i opening (he e iy P s

shape. T'wo inclines aud o Tmlep
have been run, The ledeg
ore which is estimate] a {)I\-'U_[- fve 1;:

tons of most beantiful treg miHii.,,,'ol'l'f“"|=1.-'.
company has a 10-stamp wet L‘I:l.'\h::' ’
which on the duy of our yisy, B il“l,.
start under is new |1'..'1l::1.'.1_'f_'lll&.‘nt. |
David Carson, of 8t Louis, who i n'"‘“
perintendent of the will, jaay, ol ]a-l‘
the milling business, and hig f(J!‘(jlll']Ill“ 'Iu'i
J. 5, Collins, son of the foundpy m;'m,{h"fl
iins, of Collins & MeClure, of \5; ho '
also e experienced Ty, laving :
radsed in s tnachine shop, - Mr, [1op.
wosted that we tiake anothep day iy exl A
ing, agrecing to show e gy Lk S
mines—some of wiich he is 0
and owner of.  ife named over AL Yy
pretty nanes, of which was the (.'iil'.{lr.\";.
Alice and Lady Byrow, which he sgi o

Sy,
rick, pretty and prowmising, but, s i |'.'|t|:[1i

not name & HUSBANDMAN subserilr o
the route, 1 hiad to decline his ofjep, Piij.
lipsburg needs more wills, There m.;
great many miners here who qwy o
lends, but have not the weans to d“{.elnp
them, They have held on to e SV
years in the hope that something woy
turn up, by which they could D s
benefitz trom theo, and arve still h"lmlll'ht‘i-
ter prozpect<. One H-stamp mill thyt \;.':}!;]._',
do customy work would do more to tit!\'L'I|||:
the mines of this camp, than five sy g
avrenow here, It these winers could py,
their ore tested as they went down gy (i
leads, they would be encouraged, and l.
dreds of new ledges would be open,
Give Phillipsburg two wore mills gud o
will vival Buotte in popalation and bisines,
Lt has the ore—plenty ol it and only e,
the mills,

I eaunot leave the mines, however, wifl.
out mentioning the clever manner in which
I was received by the mivers, | touml then
sociable and -communicative,  They ap-
peared to have as tender feelings for 4
stranger agricultural men as for anyme
else, and, -had  eur pockels been g
enough, we could have ewrried awiy o
whole ton of their precious and beautiful
ore, sinee searvely o mine did we visit bu
we were offered choice specnnens,  Lnthe
town as well as the mines [ might name te
satne hospitable disposition of the people.

At the meeting of  the Band of Hope
lodge, which it was my good fortune o ab-
tend, I found the same generouns feeling o
be the prevailing sentiment.  The standn
of the society of the town is ganged by
Band of Hope. The **hope " is large anl
magnanimous, and the band is *big” il
steadily growing, and jt is a plensure o e
cord its progross, WiLi.
NEWS FROM HOWARD—A BATTLE T0 EE

FOUGHT.

Gieo, Sebbaski, the courier who arrived at
Bozeman to-day, says he left Howurds
command on the 10th, atd 4. m. Howanl
was in communication with Sturgls t
Merritt, and 1 o’clock p. m. was the Liour sel
for the attack, Sturgis was at the lowe
end of the canyon, which runs enstwird by
Hart Mountain, aud Merritt was near il
hand and coming i from the sonth. Merrith
had checked the Indians’ march, and illéllf‘illl
of crossing 1lart Mountain and pasie
around south of Sturgis, they had passed
down the creek toward Sturgls, and wer
camped at the upper end of the canyon.
When the courier left, oward’s infantly
were marching down the valley to give b
tle, having camped within five miles of the
Indians, 1lis eavalry were to go upot H“II
Mountain, and prevent the Indians fl-om.‘fl'“.
caping over to the sonthwest, Mt r‘ﬁ"bu.’f_‘:
says the canyon through which the [ﬂdﬂf;:n
wers 8hout to puss is deep and TUEEEE o
prediets that it Joseph and his baud i :‘-Ili["
to eseape that way they will be b_’}d]f"]‘ il
ped. ke thinks a battle was inevita :,IPE o
ihiat there was no possible show f"’l llhe]r
dinns to escape unless they abandon foot.
horses and climb the mountains ob G
Howard's men. though short ol rnti.rm]-;h-en
olothing, were in gooi spirits, and "n;m,_ ail
of vigtory,  On the morning of lhie ot up
Inadiay picket, who had l"‘-’l'c?‘("?l I' ",]f ‘i I£<[]
in the rocks near Howard's cambs VO Sy,
and sealped by HMowand's sponts. &
bort angk Lient, Doape were pi=
this side of Howard, ant
300 miles trom the mitues o

Bogvaan. Sept, .
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been poorly managed. It 1. Feo
placed in the hands of M., 1,
then has been materially imp
had a force of Tiands cnpape

of h'"‘l:.\
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