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T 'IlE fruit growing interest is now the

most important interest that demands the

attention of our frirmers. Our agricu ural

interests are in a prosperous and thriving

condition. A spirit of inquiry seems to per-
vade the ranks of our farmers; the latest

and most improved implements and machin-

cry are being Introduced, and the require-

ments of the climate and soil more carefully
studied. Our stock interests are on a par
with, at least, if not in advance of, many of

the States. There is a lively interest mani-
fested in the breeding of horses, and speed

and draught have each their disciples. The

ilourishing condition of our horned stock

business has caused great advance in this

line; the most Insignificant beef grower In

our remotest valleys boasts of his thorough-

breds and high grade Durhams, in fact,
good stock are becoming so universally pop-
tilar that few are content with anything less
t han a three-quarter breed bull, and In many

instances thoroughbreds roam at large on
the range. The same spirit of progress is

noticeable among wool growers. Though
in its infancy, the most improved animals
from the choicest flocks of the States and

Canada, and representatives from over the
water, have already placed Montana sheep
husbandry in the front ranks with the inuus-

try in any of the older States.
But our horticultural interest, though it

does not involve anything like the amount

of capital, is none the less important to the

progress and development of the country,
and the welfare and happiness of our people.

Like most new countries, the early settlers

of Montana pronounced it a failure as a

fruit growing country, but subsequent de-
velopments go to prove that they were in
error. A great variety of small fruits are

being grown, and in some sections some
of the choicest varieties of apples are raised,
and we believe that the time is not far dis-
tant when a large amount of fruits will be
grown on most every valley throughout the•

country. Many of our farmers, though not

entirely convinced of the truth of our asser-
tions, are willing to make the experiment of
planting an orchard if there was a nursery
here where they could procure trees, sihrubs,
etc. What is now most needed is a good
nursery, Any person who understands the
business could, with a small outlay and a
fbw years' labor, make a good thing. Our
horticultural interests cannot flourish as
they should until a good nursery is estab-
lished. The Bitter Root valley has got quite
a start, both in apple trees and shrubs of
small fruits, but the farmers there have lab-
ored under considerable disadvantage on
aeoount of having to get trees and cuttings
ifrom Eastern nurseries,

Most of us oan well remember the poor
success that our fathers met with In the
Western States so long as they relied upon
getting their trees flrom the East. More
than halt the trees brought there died in the
summer, or winter killed them, and remark-
ably few flourished. Before a country can
become a fruit producing region it must
have its own nurseries, as fruit trees must
he acclimated, whether it be in a cold coun-
try or warm. This has been the only diffl-
eulty experienced in Montana, True, there
is a scieneae n cultivating and pruning an
orchard. The proper locality should be se-
looted, the soil should be adapted to the pur-
pose, and, most of all, great care and skill
.nust be exercised in Irrigating, as this will
have great intflence in the size and flavor of
the fruit, Neither should the tree or shrub
be kept growing too late in the fall, ais it is
more liable to winter kill than ,would be the
case if allowed to become dry and the tree
harden before cold weather sets in. In view
of the grgit importance of the tmatter, if no
one is willing to ougutge in the nursery busi-

eas on his own acoount, would it not be well
to orgea~e a fruit growers' assoolation and
get up atjo•nt stock company for the pur-
pose. I'he slhres might be put down low,
and well distributed amtnico our most pros-
per'Otis 1artimQ\ 1t1n iIn the eve4ut of failure
tile loss would be small, anl if otherwise, as
aithost asum to be the ease, the 0ienetit would
be well distributed. A united elfort in this
directlon lnly QtiqQtplish t twich oQqL tu the

PHILLIPSBURo AND ITS ICu SILYvER.
MINES.

There are few minini towns in Montana

which have prettier locations than Phillips-
burg. It is high up on the mountains, and,
though the country about it is uneven, it is

not rough. To the west is a valley several

miles in extent with a picturesque moun-

tain range, graced with many gatudy peaks,
while around to the eastward tile town is

shaded by long pine covered ridges. The

town is neatly built, with wide streets, and
has a healthy look; has two hotels, two
blacksmith shopps and live or six business

houses. The principal firms are Wmin. Wein-

stein & Co., Smith & Caplice. The last
named firm ship their goods from St. Louis
and carry as large a stock as any house on
the West Side

In company with my genial friend, Hec-
tor Horton, who, by the way, is the discov-

erer of silver leads here, a miner and mason

by trade, made a visit to the principal mines
and mills. The first evidence of business

after leaving the town and traveling a mile

or more up hill, was the Northwest mill,
which we found thumping away at 70 drop
tiune. This is one of the best built mills in
the Territory. It has ten stamps, crushing
dry ore and four Buckner cylinders in oper-
ation. It is built on the hillside. The ore,
which is received at the upper story first,
passes through a Blake crusher, and then
upon a drying table; then through the bat-
tery and down to the cylinders, coming out
at last in bars of bullion ready for shipment.
Mr. Frank Fresber, the gentlemanily su-
perintendent, and Chris. Herbert, the clever
foreman, appear to understand their busi-
ness thoroughly. We are under obligations
to them for the courteousy and pains
which they explained the '" ins and outs,
whys and wherefors" of the silver milling,
machinery and mines of which they have
charge.

A few hundred yards above the ni ill and
near the summit of the ridge, we reached
the Speckle Trout mine, owned by the
Northwest Company. This is one of the
foremost mines of the camnp, and in fact,
the Territory cannot boast of many better
than it is. It has been tested to the depth.
of 300 feet below the surface, 200 liundred
feet of which is below the water level, at
which depth there has been a 100 toot level
that develops a fine body of ore. The ore is
brought out by steam power, the water for
running the engine being hoisted from the
mine. The prettiest silver ore I have ever
seen was at this mine. At a distance, one
would take it to be a bright granite rock,
but upon examination it is found to be very
heavy and literally impregnatced4 with rich
minerals, some of it fairly glittering with
native silver. The rock, though the out-
ward appearance is solid, when broken,
cells or caveties are found containing wire
silver. I have not experienced a more de-
lightful pleasure for manny a day, tltmu that
of breaking the glittering chunks o ore and
taklng the first peep at the heardftil little
coils of silver therein. Il some of the cells
the curls of tine silver wire stood up in the
center, with their tiity prongs and prangles
wound about each other \with such nlinute-
jaos of beamuteouts desigp that I eoul d hardly
Itelp fi••eying that they were placed there
by the delicate hands of the fairy, It would
be diflicult to estimate tile value ot twenty
hundred pounds of the choicest of this ore.
We were informed that the average yield of
the whole body of ore as it comes from the
mine, is about 100 ouunces of silver to the
ton.

The next mine visited near by, is known
by the lassic name of the Sharktown mine.
It is owned bl II. T. Murray and J. I.
i)umphy. They have a shatt down 150 feet,
They have nrt some levels and are tak!ng
out ore \'hlch i s being crushed at the Noeth-
west mill, They are also driling a tunnel
from the toot ot the hill and are within 150
feet of the ledge, haviig alrready grone li 300
feet. T'hlis tunnel will tap the lead tabout
250 feet below the surfaice. The lead is on
the saU hill with the Speckle Trout, and if
not thie same vtei it is its first cousin, as the
ore is quite as rich.

Fueoher over the hill we visited the Sal-
moln mine, owned.by James Estell and Eli
Ilo]lal•, t hats a shan 50 feet down, a
body of ore four or tive lfet thiok, and I aya
frm 70Q to 80 ouncea of sliver to tie ton.

'ITher e a a nyntiu r of other leads upon
thml sm hills a, t f i js not remltiekbt theit

names. They appear to run parallel with

the Speckled Trout, Salmon and Shark, and

are, no doubt. species of tile same rilbe.

'Thle mlotlntaintt upon which they are located

is much the shape of a slth, and it is not uin-

likely that these silvery belts may yet prove

to be merely the fires of a monster silver

hole, whose maimmnoth body of the earth's

richest gems lie hidden below.

A few hundred yards to the south fronm

here brought us to the Algonquin of which

Mr. J. K. Pardee is superintendent and part
owner. This mine is 172 feet deep and has

two levels run at that depth. At the kind

solicitation of Mr. 11. S. Showers, forem:an
of the mine, we went in and took a " see

for yourselves" at the mine. Following
IMr. S. we entered the mine by a tunnel

which taps the lead about 80 feet below the

discovery. Reaching the shaft we turned

to the left and traveled along by the side of

the lead 100 feet, to where we reached an-

other perpendicular shaft. Here Mr. S. and
my comrade mluntled a ladder and com-

mnenced to descend, and seeing if I did not

follow I would soon be left on the earth

surrounded by massive rocks, huge ti1ubers
and darkness, I determined to " see the
mine," too. Clinging from round to round

I followed them down and dtown, finally
reaching a platform just in time to see the

glimmer of their candles disappearing
among the posts and craggy corners of the
massive silver wall some distance to the
south, east, west or north, I won't be posi-
tive which. When I reached them they
were at the end of the lead 50 feet frolm the
shalt. Turning back we passed the shaft
in place of our landing, and journeyed along
in an opposite direction 150 feet, viewing
with admiration the wonderfui precision
with which these mines are worked, and the
care and painzstakintg, that is displayed in
fitting the timbhers that braced up the glit-
tering walls by the side of our path. Here
we turned about and faced across the lead,
traveling in a rather low, rough tunnel, a
distance of 45 feet. Upon reaching the end
we were informed that the "end is notyet,"
and when we asked for an explanation, Mr.
S. who was aeatod upon a glittering stone,
saidtl: We have followed along by the side
of tilts ledge 200 feet and then gone into it
45 feet, and the " end is not yet," because
there is still ore in frout of us. We have
tried to cut it in two, but have not got across
yet, and pointing to tile front where the tun-
nel had narrowed down, and was full of
broken ore which had not been moved since
the last "shot," said: " Do you see, there
is still ore in front and it w1ll mill over a
hundred ounces to the ton ?" Returning to
the shaft, Mr. S. dropped a small stone
through the floor of the Ilatform and said
" It is nine or tell feet from this platform to
the water level, and the water in the shaft
is 40 feet deep. At the bottom of the shaft
levels have been run developing a most
beautiful body of ore fully as I:mny feet in
length as we have seen, and theo quality av-
erages still better than the ore at this level.
Ascending the ladder we turned about trayv-
eling along the lead about the same distance
and direction as we did below, finally conm-
lng out of the mine, delighted with its beau-
ty and richness and satiieded that there is
millions in it. As yet there has been but
little of the Algonquin worked. It is
thought thlat the owners intend building a
mill at an early day. I learn, however,
that Mr. Pardee is not yet satisfied with the
extent of the mtine and will not erect ma-
ciinery except hoisting works, nntil he has
gone dlown 50 feet deeper and run levels
and tested its depth and value.

Leaving thile mine we passed over a
ridge, and turning towardI town traveled a
auile or more down hill, looi~g at a Inm-
ber of leads on the way. One of tteem, the
Cleft lead. sticks up out of the ground a hBn-
dhed feet, and can be traced hy the orop-
piis a half mile. It is trm lto, to six
feet thick, aild where fresh worked looks as
well atnd is replresented to he as rich as the
othet leads above namcd, but as yet has
been slightly ldevelol)ed.

IReachintg town we met with Mr. I. I.
Lewis. superintelndent of the lHope mine,
whtoh belongs to thie Momltant Mining Co.,
near Jehlerson (City. 1la invited us to go
with l•hin to tlhe Hope, but the pressing
toicwh tf the sun and a•-rcled knees tcoa,
pelled as to dlecline the trimnp. This mniae
was one of the first deielopsed to any extent
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been poorly Ilanatge(d. It hi r(?Ceity,,,
placed in the hands of Mr. Lewis ~atd
then has been materially impr.roe.. t 1E
had a force of ha:nlls engaged( the P• let i
mnonlths iln openinig te itne •nhe"itt
shape. Two inclines and a uumi-ber of'hr

ore whiehi! is estitmatel at over tie hf iiht
tons of most beautiful tree milli .

icompany has a 10-stLIulIp \et We Crnl.i ql liT .
which on t(he day of our Visit Ilimade itf irt
start Illider its lnew Ia entlI llltl. , li
I)avid (Carson, of St. Louis, who is niov ;

perinctendent of tlhe mill. is an old lhuldi
the milling business, anld is forem10 ,
J. S. (.ollins, son of the fludry n 'ui.-lins, otf ollins & 31c(('lulre, of St. a , 11 l,.i

also n eprilced haiii, having bl
raised in a machin e shop.11t..MI*.. 1ortin,
gested( that we take a:lloth!re day ill explOing, agreeing to solw mie uasiliaiy hUo

mines-sotIe of whiiich hlie is Ihe disCO"ve1r
anid owieCr ot. le i:limed over sole vr.
pretty inames, of which was the Cordo,
Alice andl Lady Byron, which lie said weUr
rich. pretty anI(d promlisitg, but, as he could
not iilime aI IusItAN DMAN susrliber 0I1,11

the route, I had to decline his oiler. Pi.
lipsburg needs miore mills. 'here are •
great Lmany miners here who own good
leads, but have not the Imeais to develop
them. They have held on to them several

years in the hope that somletihing W'ouill
turn up, by which tlley could rel)p soum
benefits from them, and are stillhopliug hel-
ter prospects. One 10-stamp mill that wouul
do custom work would do more to idkv.eolo,
the mines of this camp, than five suih a,
are now here. If these Ilminers coulhl have
their ore tested( as they went down on their
leads, tlhe would be encouraged, and hui -
Itreds of nIew ledges would be opele!.
Give Phillipsburg two more mills and she
will I ival Butte in poltulatitn alnd buiusi,,s.
It has thile ore--plenty of it, aund only nIeed,
the mills.
I cannot leave the mines, however, with.

out mentioning tile clever Inmtuner in whit
I was received by tile miners. I tfomld them
sociable and ' conmLnuieative. They ap-
peare(i to have as tender feelings for a
stranger agricultural man as bfor anlyoe,
else, and, -lJiad our poicets been large
enough, we could h:ave carried away a
whole ton of their l)recious and beautiful
ore, since scarcely a mine (lid we visit but
\\e were offered choice spleclnens. In the
town as wvell as time mines I migh;t nanme the
same hospisiable disposition of the peolde.

At the meeting of the Band of Hope
lodge, which it was my good foirtulie to at-
tend, I found tile same generous feeling to
be the prevailing sentiment. The sailnuord

of the society of the town is gaoged by

Haut of Ilope. The "t hope'' is large an(d
magnanitlous, and the band is "big" and
steadily growing, and it is a pleasure to I-

cord its progress. Vig.i..

NEWS FROM HOWARD-A BATTLE TO 1E
FOUGHT.

Geo. Sebbaski, the courier who arrh'ed at

Bozeman to-day, says lie left IIowarld'

command on the 10th, at 9 a. in. Hloward
was in communication with Sturgis and11
Merritt, and 1 o'clock p. m. was the hour set

for the attack. Sturgis was at the lower

end of the canyon, which runs eastward by
tHart . Mountain, and Mer'ritt was near at

handd atd comiug m from tile south. Merritt

had checked the Indians' uarect, and ilnstead

of crossing nlart Mlountain tand plssing

around south of Sturgis, they had plaseI

down the creek toward Sturgis, land were

camped at tile upper end of the canyon.
WVhen thle courier left, Iloward's intfitry

were marching down the valley to give bat-

tie, having cmlped within five mniles of the

Indians. Ills cavalry were to go upon Bhrt

Moautain, an*d prevent the Indians fromn -

calping over to thle southwest. Mr. Seb•hii
says tie ~lnyon through whlich thile Indidhi
were about to pss- is deep and rutgedt eLt
predicts thatt ift .Joi ih and his baudlyhipell
to esepe tilhat way tlev will be b tdl.i Pi
ped. lie thinks a battle was ilevithble, 'ltIi
ihat there was 1no0 possible show oor thelir
dians to escape unless thy aBlllandoll ,tir
hors.s altd climb the mountai.ns on. foot
Hioward's menel. though short of n•ttidiltt 1
otltinig, were ill good spirits, 3: contla•h at
of v'kitoly. Ott lthe luoruill.of t, 9th IsfiP
Indhtl w picket, iwho had lheretl Ihll'4'lkd
in ho rocks neair flowardl's a-hl(P, Lil
ndil se.llIed by fllowarnl' scohutt Col.til
hert ITi. Dtlet, D o ee were ptt"rsed ..i,,

lth•s sh of "o. war iL.n 1 I Io Ire ....t<
(100 inles Irotu the p.nes oi C -l,,


