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TIHUIRSDAY, NOVEMIBER 15, 1877.

THANKSGIVING DAY.

By the Governor-A Proclamation.

Another year speed., into the eternal past.
It. has bIeen to Mont•nla on of prosperity.
Toil has had reeonmpense, and plenty tiiI
the land. Neither pistilclee, nor Waint, noti
(clamity hlave sh;iado\wedt o1r iheartl , and al-
though danlgers inenacedl and the evil nlday
sCC(emed nigh when our valleys,would be the
scene of hdeolation, the il;tlher, who doeth
all things well, wondlrfully prot cted out
our homey a00(1 people, :adl gave our elnemiies
unto destruction. It is eminently fitting
that we who reieailu the li\ing witnesses of
God's goodness to uis a: l peol)le should
again assemble, give thanmks to the G('reat
Ruler who has so sheltered us, and invoke
Ris continued care adltl guidtnc. In con-
formity to the day designated by the Presi-
dent of the United States, I do therefore
recoommend that 'l'hursday, the 29tll day of
Novembler, 1877, be observed by the people
of Montana as "a day of thanksgiving, prayer
and rest, and that, putting aside their busi-
ness labors and pursuits, they assemble in
their respective places ot worship and make
grateful acknowledgment to Almighty God.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set
my hand and caused the Great Seal of the
Territory to he alffixed.

Done at felena, the Capital, this sixth
day of November, in the Year of
our Lord one thousand, eight hun-

[SEAL.] dred and eighty-seven, and of the
independence of the United States
the one hundred and second.

B. F. .POTTS, Governor.

ANOTHER year has sped away to join thi
departed ages, and we enter to-day upon out
pleasant task of compiling the third volume
of the ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIUBANDMAN

Time garners years as the husbandmar
gathers the golden harvest; so thick anc
fast do they come and hurry on, mature an(
drop away, that though to us every moment
hour, day, week and month is so drawn oul

,in single file, like the path of the frontiers.
man over the mountains wild or the pil-
grimage of the Arab on Sahara's parching
sands, and so crowded with duties, we take
no thought of their going until the grand
round is made, and we pause to nerve our-
selves anew ere we start on our toilsome
way once more.

The year which the Great Harvester has
just locked in the eternal past has been to us
A year of incessant toil and anxiety. The
first year's existence of the IIUSBANDMAN
was an experimental one. We knew that a
paper of its class was needed, and that a
fournal for the farm and fireside, the herds-
man and shepherd, would find a liberal sup-
port in Montana, but whether the IIUSBAND-
MAN was to be accepted as such remained to
be seen. Would it stand the test? was it

I what the conntry demanded, and what the

people expected? were some ot the trying
qtestions to he settled, and we are proud to
be say that the retention of our former list
of subscribers, wilt but a few exceptions-
persons who never read any paper-and an
Increased patronage, have answered these
questions in the afllrmative. Yet, while we
are proud of this unqualified endorsement,
coming, as it does, from every valley and
-neighborhood in Montana where the soil is
:lied or the highlands pastured, we confess
that the paper is not what we design to
nmake it in the near future. But it ap-
proaches as near to our ideal of perfection as
the present support will justify. .But as our
country grows in wealth and( population.
and our basis becomes more secure, we pro-
pose to eularge and improve it materially in
every department.

The volume just closed has contained
much that is of ihiterest, equaling in point of
originality that of any othilier journal in the
l+ dd Our Home det*lrtmnent has caltaine(d
raiy getUs ft literature from good authors,
irepare(l espeeially for our columnns; our
Agricultural, Live Stock. Dairy, Poultry,
Floral and HIouseholt departments have
been filled with tile best iiforma:ttiolk that
could be gathered from an exceedling wide
range, while our News dl•tmrtmaent has been
fully up tqothe stanmard of journals af its
class. Our Correslon(lents have roamned
over the Black 111ll country, exploredr the
region of the Big Ilorn, tra\vi'rsed the valleys
pf the \Yellowstone, awl tidllwed the sicenes
of our Indian wars throughait the Terrilory-.
Besiies. thlese, our associate has been throingh
the Territory, visiting and giving a full ac-
.,nt of nearly every home and herd in our

principal valleys, and will continue until the
remotest farm house and stock ranch in the
Territory has been visited and described
He has also given a full description of 1111man3
of the mines.

We have made the IIsiuIANDMAN a 'rerri
torial paper, devoting its columns alike tc
the interests of every section, and thougl:

published at a wayside mniountain town we
are surroullded by a fine agricultural anld
grazing region, and are near the centre oi
the Territory, and it :tccomplishes its pur-

poses as well as woull 1)e possible in any
other locality. Out" local patronage has
greatly increased duringl the past year.
Th'lough to-day our friends and patrons are
few in number compared to the population
of thie county, yet they represent its entire
wealth and intelligence. lThey are not only
subscribers but earnest well wishers, and
by their deeds attest the faith that is in
them. lIaving cast our lines in their midst,
we will stay by them, laboring in their in-
tcrests as best we may.

It was our hope to have gained a sufficient
patronage by this date to warrant an en-
largement of our paper, but we tind it im-
practicable to dlo this. We hope, however,
that the time is not far distant when our list
will be sufficient to sustain an enlargementto the size of the largest of the Territorial
palpers. Meanwhile the interest of the sev-
eral departments will be kept fully up to the
former status, and as we gain increased en-
couragement so shall each department be
improved.

The IHUSBANDMAN enters upon its third
volume with bright hopes ot a long and use-
ful career. The course marked out in the
beginning shall be faithfully pursued. We
promise a more earnest effort, if possible,
in behalf of the people, dealing fairly with
all men, fearlessly chronicling passing
events, faithfully adhering to facts, zealous-
ly demonstrating all that is useful and good,
without a word or line to mar the love and
beauty of the home and fireside; free and
independent, unbridled by capital, untram-
meled by politics, relying solely upon merit,
knowing no law but justice, and bowing to
no shrine but duty.

THEI following which we publish on ac-
count of its practicability, is one of many
letters of inquiry received at this office.
EDITon IIUSBANDMAN:

Please send me the ROCKY AMOUNTAIN
IHUSBANDMAN for a few months. I want to
get some information in regard to the agri-
cultural resources of Montaria. Please to
give me an idea of the thermonmetrical rec-
ord of one of your average winters; also
state how the record at Missoula compares
with yours. I wish to ascertain whether
some of the best land there may yet pre-
empted. And if land may be purchased
from settlers who have received U. S. A.
patents, and some general idea of the rates.
flow much damage do the grasshoppers us-
ually do? Is it done before, or after they fly,
or both?

Another thing, if it would not be of too
much trouble; I would like to be able to
form some idea of the fitness of your moun-
tain regions for bees. Do flowers prevail
for any length ot time in the spring? If you
know of bees being kept successfully, you
will confer a great favor by giving us some
information on that subject. If you can
conveniently, please give me the average
for each of the coldest months, if a ther-
mometrical record has been kept- In New
Yori~ we have for the coldest months, trom
28 to 30 degrees for the daily average in
winter. I have been told that your winters
are not so severe as they are in Illiuois. I
have sject winters in Maine, Iowa, Califor-
nia and Miexaico, so you can by conmparisson,
give me some good idea of the miatter. I
hear the land is very good on the upper
branches of the Missouri, but that irriga-
tion is sometimes necessary. Also that
stock do well with a little help. By drop-
ping nIa few lines you will greatly oblige
your oldieut servant. f.
Brooklyn, N. Y.. Oct. 31, 1$I7.
There tar thousands of acres of the best

agricultural lands in Montana yet unclaim-
e(l, and can be.pr!e-empted andhlomesteaded.
In inearly every section of the country some
irrigation is necessary, but the maunner in
which it is done is~ lot considered a draw-
back to tarmihg hqrc. It is considered an
advantage to the soil,, *.d the seasons are
thergqbv lnade much ant:e perfct t, han in

countries where the farmer must depeni

upon the fiickle and uncertain skies. Thi

lands now occupied are those location:

where the water for irrigation can be

brought out with theleast labor ; but thier

are hundreds of acres yet unclahied whicl

(cal be watered by simply shoveling a fe

rodls o t ditch from the creek bank, and plow

ing the renmaindler of the distance. As yel

there has beeni but little dtone in the way o0
building fine dwellings by the frnmers, ami
ias the price of land here is governed mainly

by the valiue o tlhe improvemnents, it re

mains quite low. The ]and itself is rate(

usually at government prices, $1.
25 per

acre, and the value of improvements added

thereto, and good farms can be bought ii

most every settlement at from $.3.00 to $5.0]

per acre. In most localities timber for

building and fencing is plentiful, and pine

lumber can be had at two cents per foot.

The 'hoppers do damage to crops both

before and after they fly. This season near-

ly one-third of the oat crop in eastern and

central Montana was destroyed. Wheat
was but sightly injured and the harvest was
bountiful. In a great many instances the

wheat yielded over 40 bushels to the acre.
T'he farmers here are becoming so accus-

tomed to the 'hoppers that they do not
dread them so much as formerly. In spring

they guard their fields by filling their irri-

gating ditches with water, keeping the
young pests on the outside, or causing their
death by drowning in the attempt to cross
over, and trust to luck in being overlooked
by the immigrant 'hoppers.

There has not been an effort made to keep
bees in Montana, but I believe the country
is eminently fitted for them. A great quan-
tity and variety of wild flowers bloom upon
our mountains from early spring until the
fall season, and, though they have not been

tried here, I feel confident that they would
do well. In Utah, three hundred miles

south of here, and in a climate much the
same as ours, the business is carried on prof-
itably. Buckwheat, which is excellent for
bees, grows and matures here as well as oth-
er cereals. The flour made from buckwlheat
grown here, is as fine a .quality as is to be
had in any country.
P3ut little has been done in the way of

fruit-growing, but we are satisfied from the
favorable results, that a great variety of
small fruits can be successftnit grown here.
There is not an agricultusal valley but what
has some ftavored localities in which toma-
toes and othfer tender plants are grown and
mature well. As yet, however, the Missou-
la and Bitter Root valleys have taken the
lead in the culture of small lruits, but we
think those valleys no more favored for that
business than many other localities in the
higher altitudes.

As a stock country, Montana has no equal,
Horses, sheep and cattle live the year round
without any other feed than that which
they get fronm our grassy hills. The bunch-
grass here seem to contain a superior nutri-
ment, and is far ahead of the timothy of the
We.tern States, or the mesquite grass of
Texas and New Mexico. It grows to a
good length in summer and dries up in the
winter, but retains its strength and does not
kill out. The beeves that are slaugLtered
in our markets are driven in from the herds
on the range and are as fat and tender as
could be desired, and equal to if not superi-
or to the stall-ted cattle in your New York
markets. The country is cut up with. high
mountain ranges, and upon the highet•.
the snowfall is usually quite deep in winter.
but upon the hills and valleys betweeIlit is
eomparativly light. In some of the most
favored localities it seldomn lasts more than
three days. The snow that does fall is dry
and light. and is driven away by the winds,
so that stock have no trouble in procuring
their daily food.

The gener:al thermonietrical temperaturre
of our winters we are unable to state cor-
rectly, not having kept a record, but the
at mosphere is remarkably pure and dry, and,
thaglh at times the thermometer gets
down to 30 degrees below, the cold does
not appear to be so revere to our traveling
as utt a temlperature: of two degrees below in
central Illinois. The cold spells are short
:an often the chinook or ata winds which
tuil their way through out valleys in win-
ter amd adtl so much to the. genialty of our
climate. cotinues to blew constantly two
weeks. We ikuve been in, every State named
by our corres•ondent,, ni lile t*! cli{late

of Montana best. We could-- rit
pages of truths about this count .Y th nY
advantages that lie open to the ho e the
but as our corresponIdent is now:t r
er to the lIIUsBANLDMAN, he will hav oscrip.
portunity of learning, from tine tol•.
more of the important facts. Our eorr,
pondlent should conme to Montatt it Ir.
W'ould engage in agrieultural or miinng pug.
suits, for certaiznly there is rot a mre i
vitig liell for the capitalist or home seekir
in the known worldl.

MIADISON VALLEY.
EDIToR IIu.IsINDIAN '

'I'hinking a few lines from tisi Part
Montana mihiglt be of riterestlo solie oyfO lrt
many readers, I will tr and see hat I ,

Farmers here a:re fast c('losiig rltp thirsumn(er work, anid prelparilng for winter.
Threshing of grain is about throluwih \witli
Crops are turinii ollt well ; there are about
30,000 bu)slhels of grain onl the east si deof
the river, mostly oats, which is licll at 2 c. : t
tihe granarys.

Stock is looking fine. O. B. Varniey li~.
founlid all,of his horses ; there were 0lone1
stolen by the Indias, as was rel)ortd(,

A petition is being circulatel on thisi val-
Icy, and also in Southern aild Easterin M0on-.
taina, asking for the establishlnimeit of aI mill.
tary PIost on the upper Madison, near IRey.
iold's Pass. •touthern Montaill is very
mulch exposed to hostile Indians, fronl tiie
east, south antd west, anlld ill lat ]:eynohl'.
Pass is ab)oilt the only Pass in the Rocky
Mlountain range that is not guiarld~, allld i:,
is one of the favorite passles or trails travel,
ed by the Indians. alid is the one that tlhe.
Nez Perces took this sumtnier. We all hope
here tihat our petitioni will be granited..

Madisoin Grange, No. 22, is yet alive, adl.
looking forward hopefully for better times..
We are ]pleased to see that a Lecturer lima
been appointed who will take tihe ield inl.
earnlest. and I assure him that Madison
Grange bids himi welcoume, andl. will anx-.
iously await his coining. U No.

TIMBER SEIZURE.
A great deal of feeling was mnanifestoed by

the people of Ileleila yesterday when it was
ascertained that the United States Marshal
had seized all the tire wood stocked in the
city and vicinity. This was an.unlooked for
proceeding, and falls wiit peculiar severity
upon the people, as this was their onlysource of obtaining fuel. Mostof tllhe have

but a few days supply on hanti; and they
must suffer severely unless saome compro-nlise can be speedily etffected; between the
vood dealers and the government. Winter
is now upon us, and intense cold is liable to
prevail at any moment. Happening at this
time is partieulanly severe upon our people
as it is too late to,procure coal stoves, and
even if they were procurable there is not one-
tenth the amount of coal lneoessairy to keep
the people tront freezing to death. We sin-
cerely trust that Delegate Maginnis will do

ill in. his power, tooextricate our people frontthe predicament in which they are now plat -

d. Woodthey must have. Some peoplehttach all the blame to District Atlorney
Arndersi 'l This is wrong. His instructi0o•

;romi the Attorney General of the UnitedStates are imperative, leaving him no die-
:retion iii the matter, aund an appeal to

Washington is the only recourse. As there

nay be many persons who are not amniliar

vitli the timber aet'of Congress, we append

mcrewith an extract from section 2,461 of
:he Revised Statutes of the United States,.applicable to the ease and undetr which pro-
,eedings are now being ilnstiltuted. Tle law

ivas originally de.-igued to cover reserved

ands for the uavy, but it will be seen that

t applies to all timber land :
'[t any pero.on shall cut, or cause, or pro-

tire to e cllt., or aid, or assi: t, or be eull-
iloyed in cutting any live oak. or red cetdh'

tees, or other timuber, om. kor shall remov~,ir cause, or procure to.le reloit'tVed, or aift.
r' assist, or hie employedi in retovtil; g'L'ive oak or red cedar tree, or other tlbL!r.

rom, any of the lantds-o.t: the United State,
oqutred, or lhreafter to be acquired, Will•
ltellt to export, dispose of u"e, or etanl

he amue inl any manner watsoever. ite
han tor the use of the navy' tt. ale ufitl(d
itates ; every such persoln hall paY ltor
tot less thanu triple the value ot tiet. eor

illter so cut, destro3yed, or rueuuaedw'll

hall be itmprisoned, iot ex'e(.t•in4''1m it
nonthis." 'Th'e teretz"Y of t'te N'v "rt

t.uthlorlized to mit.ig"ate, il whole or in IDbl

, such terms as he may dee.tilpiper. forrlt

r4er in writing, any fine. penalty,• '

i4ture so imn-4.tredi,"-- ihiende4 .


