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A FEW HINTS and suggestions muy be ap-
plicable at this season on the subject of onr
farmers producing their own pork and ba-
can. A few hogs about u farm ave but little
trouble compared with their worth when
fattened and porked. The time spent in at-
tending to hogs is little felt, and they goa
great ways toward supporting the table
through the year. The reason assigned by
many farmers for not undertaking to raise
more hoga is that they are troublgsome to
keep on the farm, but there is scarcely a
ranchman in the whole country but who
can easily set aside ten or twelve aores of
meadow land, all that would be needed as
pasture for fifteen or twenty hogs. This
can, with little expense, be fenced with
what is termed a4 *bunk” fence, which is
easily made and secure. The grass and
roots they can get will be 80 nearly suflicient
to keep them throngh the summer that, they
will require but little other feed until along
in July or August, when to put them in
good fix for butchering early in December,
the feed should be inerensed. A few geres
of peas is sufficient for this. When the
felds are harvested hogs will do well for
several weelis gleaning the stubble, after
which time it is best to confine them and
feed more.  Sealded barley, rye and wheat
make excellent feed for hogs,  They are
strong food and when the hogs are Ziven as
much as they can eat every day, they will
futten quickly, but we believe peas are the
cheapest feed for hogs. They need uo enl-
tivation exeept tu rning on plenty of water.

For summer feed, the hogs n:uy be turned
Ento the pea field as soon as the peas begin
to harden. For winter feeding the peas
must be harvested., The best pea for this
purpose, we think, is a small variety known
a8 the Canadian dwarf pea. grawn by a few
furmers in Montana, It matures early, and
another wdvantage, particularly for winter
feeding, is that the vines nre short, and
therefore more easily gathered than the
larger varieties, Instead of mowing them,
all that is necessary  is io rake Into
wind-rows and haul them to the stack-yard.
This can be best done with an old-fashioned
wooden revolving rake. The peas grow
under very little covering, and when dry
can be taken up easily with the: rake. ‘The

- ost fault that ean be found with them is
that they shatter badly, but after harvest
the hogs may be turned in to elean up what
shatter, or if not, there will be enough seed
on the ground for a crop the following: year.

T'his plan of cultivating and harvesting
the dwarf pea was given us by Mr. C. M.

Pinkney, of Madison vcounty, who raised a
goud crop List year.

Artichiokes are excellent feed for hows in
winter, Mr, J, L. Latinter, of Miszoula
county, hus demonstrated this to perfection.
He estimates that an acre in’ artiehokes is
equal to three acres of peas, The cultiva-
tion is casy and the plant grows exceedingly
well in this olinuite.  He ouly harvests a
suflicient quantity for usein the winter
months, leaving thos: intended for spring
and summer in the ground, The root
freczes with the  grond, but when spring
comes, the carth takes away the frost and it
18 left us sound aud full o life asif taken up
and put away in the fall. This is the only
cxperiment with artichokes as h g feedl that
we have uny knowledge of in Montanu, and
we think il worthy of attention, for if it is
as profitable as estimaled by Mr. Latimer
the diseovery is valuable. Every Montana
furmer can produce his owu bacon by the
cultivation of less than four neres of lund,
and hog raising can be made as profitable
as raising sheep, horses or caltle,
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INFLUENCE OF ELECTRICITY ON VEG-
ETATION,

Some months ago, says La Nuture, M.
Grandeau, direetor of the ugricultural sta-
tion at Nancy, announced that experiments
tade upon Indiin corn and tobacco proved
that atmosplierie eleclricity exersises o very
favorable influence upon vegetation. M.
Maudin, director of the National Botanical
garden at  Antibes, to-day makes known
some faets which go to prove directly the
opposite.  He experimented on other plants,
and in another climate #nd, as will he 2E61,
he draws the conclusion that M. Grandean’s
inferences were to general. According to
him, atmospherie electricity, like all other
agents of vegetation, plays a useful part,
but which, in itz absence, can be replaced
by another forve. The experiment was
made in the followineg manner :

In a kitchen garden bed well exposed to
the light, two squarces of 51 decimeters each
were selected at 7 meters apart, and in each
of then was planted a bunch of dwarf kid-
ney beans, alettuce, 2 tomato plant, and
two cofton seeds. One of the beds was left
to itself, and the other was covered with un
iron eage, the four uprights of wlich ter-
minated in points to atiract all the atmos-
pherie electricity. For a fortnight the two
cultures appeared to he allke; but at the
end of this period, a1 difference was observed
batween them, and the difference, which
was to the advantage of the cage, kept in-
ereasing more und.more. The bhean plants
under the cage were much better developed
and much richer in seeds than those in the
open air.  Asfor the lettuce, its heightin
open air was 1 meter, and under the cige,
1:20 meters 4 its total weight was 337 gram-
mes in the vpen aiv, and 427 grammes under
the eare.  The tomato plant in the open air
biad attained o height of 0:8 of 8 meter, and
under the cage L meter ; its weight in open
air was 00072 of a kilogramme, and ander
the cage, 3-764 kiligrammes, While uuder
the cage the plant bore 83 tomatoes, weigh-
2162 kilogrammes, the number on the plant
in the open air was ouly 87, with a weight
of 1-08 kilogranimes,

FARMING AS A BUSINESS,
At the meeting of the Connectivat Board
of Agriculture some time sinee, J. M. Hub-
bard, a practieal farmer, expressed  himselt
i the following truthful manner on farm-
ing as a business :

[Te said thar there is in all farming a need
of more knowledge and greater skill. We
neel 1Im:;m:,r__rhly to understand and quality
for our work. Whether imman  life is sus.
tained, there the wprocesses of agriculture
are goiieg on. It may well be compared (o
i sueeessinl manafacturing enterprize, ‘The
furmer who wishes to be successtul must
seleet the particular branch ot industry
adupted to his loeality.

A farmer ought to make use of all the
means of knowledge within his reach per-
faining to his business, The faamer isno
longer excluded from the knowledge ot the
mysteries of his business. Chemistry is the
key which has unlocked the door, and he
should know enough of it to appreciate its
worth, We learn by it that from the mate-
rial drawn from air, earth and water, all
plants grow. Of the list of elements sup-
plied by the soil, a few are dedcient ; if we

supply this deticiency, we cause oo plauts
tofourish.  What these deficiencies are we
must learn, for if we supply Lhe WInLLE -
terial we are out of pocket, A farner must
be something more than a laborer ; no man
can think when tis pliysical energies areex-
linsted,  He mnst be & man of resourees,
and rise o every emergency, Ifhe comply
with nuture up to u certain nigazure, her ro-
wards are cerlain. AL certain scasons of
the year we need more horse power, or
could use machinery to advantage, This
could be acguired by co-operation W a
ueighborhood, by using the mors expen-
sive muchinery in comwmon, A most unifor-
tunate thing is that furimers are poor sules-
mien, though some are exceptions, If they
linve consumers for  their customers, they
can, if they furnish goods of first quality,
get their owa price. It they 2ell to mer-
cliants, it is alwups *what will you give and
what must L pay for your goods#' "Their
tzolation is awwother good reason for their
co-operation.  Does the furmer receive for
his work the pecuniary success that he
ought to have and the soeial privileges that
are hiz due?

"T'his lectnre ealled out a good deal of dis-
cugsion,  Dr. Sturtevant suid that farmers
as 8 elass do not look ahead far enough—do
not plan for the future in their crops,  ete.,
as they ought, and thut muany of their fail-
ures are for the want of a little forethought.
There is everything in putting their zoods
on the market in the best possible con di-
tion, and in attendine to the details.

CULTIVATING BTRAWBERRIES,

WE take the following extruet from a
late number of Seribner's Montity, on the
cultivation of strawberries, written by K.
P. Roe:

I have now reacheda’ pomnt at which I
differ frem most hortienltural writers. As g
rule 1t is advised that there be no spring
coltivation of bearing plants, It has . been
guld, that merely pushing the winter mulch
ashile sufliciently to let the new growth
come Lthrough is all thatIs needful. I ad-
mit that the results are often sutistactory
under this method, ezpecially it there lis
bicen deep thorough enlture in the fall, and
1f the muleh between and aronnd the plants
Is very ubundant. At the sae time I have
s0 often seen unsatisfuetory results thag I
tike u decided stand in favor of spring cul-
tivatiun, it done properly and sufficient] ¥
early. I think my reasens will commend
thewselves to practical men. Kven where
the soil hus been lelt mellow by full cultiva-
tion, the beuling  rains and the weight of
melting snows pack the earth, Al loatny
land setiles and tends to grow Lard ufter
rhe frost leaves i, While the mulch checks
this tendeney, it cannot wholly prevent it.
Az a matter of fact, the Spaces between the
rows are seldom thoroughly loesened Iate
in the fall. The muleh too often s scatter-
edaver a comparatively hurd surface, which
by the following June has become so solid
a3 to suffer disastrously from drought in the
blossoming aud bearing season, I have
seen well mulehed ficlds with  their plants
taltering and wiltlng, unable to mature the
erop because the guound had becoime so
hard thatan ordinary shower could make
but little impression, Moreover, even it
kept moist by the muich, land long  shield-
el from sun and air tends to become sour,
hieavy and devoid of that life which gives
vitality and vigor to the plant. The winter
wulch need not be laboaiously raked from
the gurden bed or field and theu earted
back ngain. Beginonone side of a plar
and ruke towwrd the other until three or
fonr rows and spaces between them are
bare; then fork the spuaces or run the culti-
valor—often  thg  suhsoil plow—deeply
throogh them, and then immediately., be-
fore the woist, newly mude surface dries,
rike the winter muleh back into its place as
A sununer muleh.  ‘Then take another strip
and treat it in like munner, until the sener-
ous impulise ot spring air and sunshine Las
been given to the soil of the entire planta-
tion.
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THE beet-sugar crop of Kurope is this
year estimated at 1,610,000 tons, being 110,-
000 tous more than lust year, and the cane-
sugar crop of the United States is placed at
200,000 hogsheads this year, being double
the quantity ever produced betore, yet this
aggregate amount is small compared with

the world’s product,.

ASFARAGUS,

Deep spading or plowing, and working in
a good body ot well-rotted manure upon a
plece of well-drained soil are Lhe essentil
preparations for the crop, Gaod, strong
pluits, one or two yeurs old, shonld be pro-
cured, and of a good variety, Conover's
Coloasal 15 the boest, and we advise it in
preference to any other now in the market,
There is a great difference in practice abony
the distanee apart the plants are set. For
culture ou o large scule by means of the
horse-shoe or culiivator, three feet by two
feet are not too  great distanees; but in the
garden, where it is Necessury o econoimnize
space, the plants may  be set closer—if the
cultivator is to be used, the rows mny he
three fuet apart and the plants set one foot
from each other in the rows 3 it the hoe and
the furk only are to be employed, they may
be get us elosely az one foot each way. 'To
set the plants, a trench about eight inches
wide and six inches deep shonld be dug
ulong the line, and in this the plunts eare-
fully placed, co that the roots shall zpread
out freely in every direction atter this,
cover in the plants, being careful to work in
s0il that is fine about the rools ; this lust
catition is hardly neecssary, for it ia Euppos-
ed that the prepuralion given to soil isso
thorough thut every spadeful is fine anid
mellow.  After planting cover the ground
with a dressing of old mauure, but do not
use fresh manure, as it nearly always con-
talns more or less of weed-seed ready to
germinale in the spring.—Viek's flustrated
Magazine. ~
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THE COMMON REWARD OF INTELLI-
GENCE AND ENERGY,

The Recorder, of Americus, Goeorgia, re-
ports the cuse of a farmer, near that place,
whose experience shows very elearly whut
there is in the common Southern complaint
that farming eannot be made to pay in the
South, OF this man the Recorder sys:

“He Dbegan life slnce the wur, 4 poor
young man, asa farm hand, working for
wiges. He has inherited nothing, and hasz
been engaged in no business except furming,
He, this year, will make 90 hales of cotton,
has not brought a single hale to market,
does not propose to sell a hale befbre spring,
and he is alle to hold it. He owns one of
the best plantations in southwest Georgia,
and it is his boast that he buys nothing up-
on which to feed man or heast, except su-
#ar and eoffee, but on the contrary. has
something to sell of almost any product of
Sonthern soil, - Last year he made 1,600 oal-
lons of sirup, and this year has sald over
200 pounds of butter.”

If such examples are rare in the South—
as they probably are in too many parts of
the country—the fauls lies more in the men
than in  their surroundings. There is no
part of the setiled portions of the Uniteq
States so poor in natural advan tages and op-
portunities that men of intelligence, plick,
anil energy, cannot win therein, if they will,
a fortune which, in compurison with that
of their less enterprising  neighbors, may
seern plienomer ml.—S::a‘mt{fz‘c American,
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NOTES AT LARGE.

In relation to a new =ystem of curing dis-
aases by enitable varintion in foads, which
is altracting considerable attention  and
pralse, the Rev. Henry Wird Beecher witti-
ly says: *For thousands ot Feirs men
have eaten withont a scientific motive, with-
out rational appreciation of the relutions of
toods to bone, miscle, nerve, and =0 on,
The whole motives lay in the mouth . Men
ate because it tasted goad, byt by-und-by
we shall have bone-building, fal-produei g,
uerve-repienizhing  and musele-forming
dishes, 'T'he host, Instead of asking guests
to take beet or pudding, will suy to o leap
or calaverous visitor, *Let me flll up your
tissue,” or, ‘my dear sir, your bones are
brittle, allow mie to pass this compound ¢
better bones were never made than this
produces.” To some exiwennt schollar, tiin
and nervous, the jolly host will gay, ‘My
dear fellow, let me help you to bruins,
What do you aftect # This dish runs strong-
ly to poetry; or, is it philosophy ? Why,
8ir, philusuplle'_ is only food etherulized I
Reverened juking apart, it is not ineredible
that a great scientific advance may be made
in this direction. and the diy may come
when food will be so nicely adjusied to the
human wants that discuse will be, in g
measure, conirolled, and the highest physi-

L

cal satistaction corne to be enjoyed.

LARGE ALFALFA, ]
Very often we have spoken of the rapid
growth of alfalfa in this section, and now
we have aspecimen in our office that we
challenge any country to beat, It is one
Year’s growth and measures nearly ten feet
in length, It was grown on the farm of Mr.
John Devenney, in Gosdel swamp, and with-
out irrigation. We huve known of cases
where alfalfa has been eut for hay as many
as seven times during one yoar, but never
before have we seena bunch that was al-
lowed to grow for twelve months without
catting. This is another exeellent, teat of
the productiveness of the Gospel swamp'
country.—Santa Ana T¥mes.
OvER 20,000 car-loads of live and dressed
poultry are carried into New York city
yearly, and 25,500,000 dozens of cgos oo to
the same market. According to the best
estimates, the United States produces nine
thousand million of eggs aunually, This is
anice litile item for the consideration of
those'who call ehicken business—egg Tais.
ing—a small thing, A common pinis a
very little thing, but a paper of pins ig
worth setting a price on; while the mang-
facture of ping, like the production of eggs,
I an industry worth the attention of men of
ability and the investient of capital,

Zjougelal

Meat and Potato Pudding.—Tut butter,
the size of an egyg, into a sdteepan, and
when melted add o small thopped onion ;
fry to a light brown, then stir in an even
tablespoon of flour. Mix and mash until
smooth and brown, and 1dd the water strain-
ed from the bones. Boil for ten minutes,
season to  taste, stirin the cold meat ang
turn the whole into a pudding dish, Put
lalf a eup of milk in a saucepan ; when it
is warm put in the mashed potato, and mix
well, then whip nn egg light and beat it inte
the potato,  Spread this smooth over the top
of the meat, brush the surtace with heaten
egg and brown in a hot oven, It makes gz
capitul breakfast dish, and srawers very
well for dinner.

Mutton Broth with Peacl Barley.—Soak

lialf a teacup of barley In warm water,
enough to cover it, for three homrs. 'Take
the fat from the water in which the mutton
was boiled, and put in the barley ; cook un-
<l it Is very soft, butdo notlet the soup boil
away too much.  Season with Pepper, salt,
and celery-salt, or boil some fresh celery
with the broth, and take it out before gery-
ing,
Venison Steaks.—Cut off the thivk skin,
flatten the steak out and rub it over with
olive oil or melted butter. Have 3 clear
bright fire, and broil the same as beef steak.
it will take a few minuies longer, aind mugt
be turned constantly to preserve the Jjuice
and prevent burning., A chafine dish is
nice for serving venison, as it should be kept
very hot.  For two pounds of steak melt a
large: tablespoonful of butier with one of
ourrant jelly, add salt and pepper. and a
little elaver, Turn it into a Lot platter and
keep warm, butdo not atany time let it
boil. When the steak is done turn it over
two or three times in this gravy, then cover
and let it steum for five minutes before 5By
ing.

Syuash Pie.—Stew the squash and strain it
through a colawler, Ty a quart of milk
cilow three egEs, senson with rose witer,
einnamon, nutmeg and ginger, Add the
squush till as thick as barter. TLine a deep
pie plate with crast, ill und buke half an
hour. When custard, squash or pumpkin
pies rise in an oval they are done. While
the middle of the pie remains depressed and
sunken they are not done.

Corn-meal Muffing.—One tup corn-meal,
half a cup of tlour, one tablespoon of short-
ening, one tablespoon of sugar, half 1 tea~
gpoon of salt, one teacnp of sour milk, one
egd, and half a teaspoon of soida dissolved
ina tablespoon of hot water. These are
particnlarly nice baked in rings, but may be
baked in pans.

Graham Gems.—Two cups of milk, one

cup of grahan flour, one cup of wheat flour,
one teuspoon  of salt and two eggs, Mix

and bake.




