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We expectt at this session olf our Associa-

tion to elect officers for another y'ar. Let

us select men of honor; men of experience,

ability and integrity ; men that will act in

accordance with their highest convyictions.

It is far better to pay for an honest error

than a mean advantage.

Mir. Ford was followed by Mr. l)eegau.

who said:
liR. PIESIDENT AND) GENTLEMEN:--

It is with considerablle diffidence that I

attempt to give my views and make such

suggestions as occur to nue to advance the

stock-growing intecrests. From my experi-

ence in endeavoriing to . fleet the organiza-

tion of this association, I find the most lifti-

culty with those persons who will undoubt-

edly be the most benelitted by the aissocia-

tion: that is, the man of small means, the

small stock-raiser, the man who has but a

small lot of stock. It is hard to convince

him thatt association with other stockmen,
for mutual interest, is not all in favor of the

large breeder. Ile ought to, (but will not),
understand that while the owners of large

herds are compelled to keep constantly em-
ployed numbers of men to guard and watch

their herds, and are seemingly independent

as regards mutual protection, the small herd

owner is unable to do this, consequently his
few animals are allowed to run at large and

he trusts to luck and his neighbor's honesty
to find them at the round-up. Now, by be-

coming associated, it becomes the duty of
every member to be watchful for his asso-

ciates' welfare ; to notify him when he finds

his stock straying, and if need be to assist

him when necessary. One reason I find for

this lack of promptness to join is that the
members so far, have rendered assistance to

parties not members equally with theiit

brother members. and the consequence is
that ilnding that they are just about as
much benefitted as though they paid their
five dollars, they fail to comply with the
request to join. Now. this is all wrong,

And if. as the association is open for all

stockmen to join, and some will not, I con-
ceive it our duty to ourselves to make it a
point to refuse positively any and all infor-
mation in regard to stock matters to any
one not a member. 'I'his sounds harsh, but
is just. If a party refuse or neglect to join
in to aid and assist all other stockmen, why
should all other stockmen aid and assist
him? In the earlier ktages of our organiza-
tion, or rather previous to any organization,
I saw, from experience. the necessity of uni-
ty amongst stockmen, to reclaim stolen,
and prevent the theft of, stock; also, the
necessity of accomplishing, by legislation,
the passage of some law or laVws for the pro-
tection of stock-raisers, (I do not mean those
raisers who go out and raise a herd in twen-
ty-four hours), but the grower of stock.
I went to work, and we organized an asso-
elation, and as the laws then in force for
our protection were of the mildest form, we
organized on the basis of a committee of
safety; that is it was negatinely a safe thing
for the parties in tihe habit of raising cattle
periodically if we could catch them. About
this time our Legislature assembled and I
endeavored to find some one to draft a bill
that would cover our needs as near a could
be. but after trying for some time, and find-
ing that all agreed that such a bill was need-
ed, yet none would undertake it as all were
so busy on other bills, I drafted a couple of
bills myself, which, if passed as originally
drafted, I think would have been nearly
what we wanted, but they were condensed
and substituted until but a moiety of the
original bills were left, and, after tighting
from near the opening until (on one Pill),
the last half hour of the session, it was
finally passed and they became laws; but
they are laws in such a cripled condition as
to be almost inoperative. Now, do you not
suppose that if this organization had been
completed previous to (as it was during) the
session, that it would not have been an easy
matter to have got those bills passed in their
original form, and would then have beeln
of some benefit? It is easy to see what can
be accomplished by unity. There are many
laws that ought to be enacted to protect the
stock interests. But who will endeavor to
get them if the stockmen themselves will
not move in the matter, an;i of what use to
Cry single handed? You must unite. The
time is coming, and coming soon, when the
railroads will be close at hand, and facilities
for shipping stock out of the country will
be many and easy-as easy for the thief as
for the honest stock-grower. Then you will
all both see and feel the necessity of organi-
Zation, and most assuredly the man that has
but a few head will regret the want of pro-
tection for his property. During the extra
session of the last Legislature I drafted an-
other bill in reference to round-ups and the
sale of maverics, but failed to get it through
on account of the short life of the session;
but principally for the reason that there
could be no legislation in favor of a body
that had no existence in law, and as that

bill and malny more were needed, it way de- I
tlernined that we would become a le'al i
body. So our Vice President, Ilon. E. G. I
Brooke, (in the absence of the President),
called a mneeting of the association and the I
question of incorporation was discussed, <
and the motion finally put and carried to
incorporate, with a eapital of $20,000 in 200 1
shares, at $100 per share, to run for twenty I
years. which shares were payable by annual 1
payments of $5 each. The incorporators
were E. G. Brooke, Jos. J. Boyer and Ross 1
Deegan. We were then too late to accom- a
plish anything in that session. But are now
in condition to ask for our rights at the
hands of the Legislature, and which rights
consist in equal protection for our property
in stock that any other species of property
has. It is nOllcsense to say that we have now
the protection of the law. Let any one try
to obtain the conviction of a cattle thief in
any of our courts, and he will be a much
wiser man, and a far better lawyer at the
end of the court term than he was at the
beginning. That I will guarantee, but it
will cost him considerable for his education.

I would now make a few suggestions:
First. That there be a committee of three

or five appointed for the purpose of drafting
any bill or bills that nmay be deemed, neces-
sary for the benefit of he stock interests
also, that said committee be assisted by sug-
gestions and advice from different members
or associations for their digestion, and all
bills drafted shall be presented to the asso-
ciation in convention by delegates and to be
passed upon by them and accepted. or re-
jected before being presented to the legisla-
ture.

Second. That it become the duty of the
secretaries of the minor associations to
make, at least annually, a complete and con-
densed report to the Secretary of the Terri-
torial association, to be transcribed into the
books of that association.

Third. I would also like to see a map
drafted that would show the boundaries of
each association.

In closing my remarks.. I will say, that as
it has been repeatedly, during tl!e past year,
men tioned to me that I was occupying alto-
gether too much prominence in this organi-
zation for one who was Iof the class of small
(and ,a very small one at that), stock grower,
and in fact, repeatedly, as stated, no stock
man at all, which acts an a hindrance to the
growth of the organization, in that feeling

'of jealousy that seelms to be the nature of a
part of the stock growers, and having, my-
self the interest of the association (which is
also my individual interest), at heart, I wil-
lingly now resign all further prominence of
position, and hope that the larger stockmen
will now conme forward and be hereafter
more conspicuouS in action than in words.

Remarks as to the object, matters, etc., to
be cnisidered by the association being in
order, Marshal Wheeler referred to the great
discrepanee in the valuation of stock in the
different counties, and urged the necessity
of the stock-growers recommending a terri-
torial equalization board.

An invitation was then given to all pres-
ent who wished, to come forward and take
membership. whereupon the following gen.
tlemen enrolled their names: Daniel Pllow-
eree, John T. Murphy, Abram Sands, Jas.
J. Mayne, Green Preuitt, Granville Stuart,
W. C. Swett, W. T. Morrow and John
Brown.

On motion, the following committee was
appointed todraft an address to present to
the stock growers to induce, if possible, a
more thorough organization: J. H. Freez-
er, J. H. Ming, Granville Stuart, J. T. Mur-
phy, James Gibson, D. A. G. Flowere,
Housen Cooper and R. S. Ford. The re-
port of the committee to be submitted on
the following day.

A vote of thanks was extended to R. S.
Ford and Ross Deegan for their untiring
zeal and labor in behalf of the organization.

The President was then instructed to ap-
point a committee of four to draft laws for
presentation to the next Legislature for con-
sideration, said bills to be first submitted to
the association.

The meeting then adjourned to meet at 7
p. nm. Thursday.

STHURSDAY-E-VENING SESSION.

President Ford in the chair.
The committee appointed to prepare an

aiddress to be submitted to the stock-grow-
ers reported progress and asked further
time.

The President then made a few remarks
relative to the stock iterests. He dwelt at
length and with considerable earnestness
upon the subject of brands, and among
other important matters, referred to the
number of places in which stock could be
branded without danger of trouble. These
points were elevan in number : The jaw,
from neck to shoulder, from shoulder to
hip, from hip to thigh on either side, and
across the quarters under the tail.

The President of the Northwestern Cat-
tle company, W. E. Cullen, being called,

made a few remarks, referring to the stock
interest as the most important in the terri-
tory.

Sample Orr, in his usual witty manner,
then entertained the association a short time
on the subject of estrays.

Mr. Orr was followed by Mr. Deegan and
by Granville Stuart. Mr. Stuart ree-
omnmended a territorial brand eommission,
handling the subject in a manner which
showed he had given it much study. He
referred to the system of Colorado and Wy-
oming, and made many valuable 'umgges-
tions in regard to the stock interests.

On invitation. R. S. Hamilton, Van Fisk
and W. E. Callen took membership with
the association.

The following officers for the year were
eect:td by acclamation: President, R. S.
Ford ; Vice Presidellt, Granville Stuart ;
Secretary, Ross Deegan; Treasurer, .1. II.
3Ming; Corresponding Secretary, W. E.
Cullen.

On motion, the chair appointed the fol-
lowing Exceutive Committee: W. C.
Swett, J. H. Freezer, Wum. Ulm, Jas. Gib-
son and Gilbert Benedict.

R. S. Ford read a letter to the association
from a party in Minnesota desiring infor-
mation in regard to Montana, which created
much merriment.

On motion, the meeting adjourned to Fri-
day evening.

TIIRD DAY.

The association met pursuanut to adjourn-
ment. The sub-committee on address pre-
sented the following report, which was
unanimously adopted :

To the Stock-Grower's of Moniana.Territory-
: e the undersigned. comniitti?, appoint-

ed by the Montanut Stock-Growers' Asso-
ciation to draft an address to the stock-
growers of Moniana. setting'forth the rea-
sons why it would be to their interest to
form auxiliary associations in each and ev-
ery stock (listrict in the territory, would re-
spectfully set forth the following:

The time has passed when the individual
stock-grower can successfully and economi-
cally manage his stock interests without the
co-operation and assistance of stock-growers
generally throughout the territory. The
rapid increase of stock, and the wide extent
of ranges now occuplied, rciider' absolutely
necessary a thorough o aPllAtiton of the
stock growing interests, -thereby enabling
them to protect themselves against the se-
rious losses entailed upon them from the
following causes:

lst:.-The frequent. occurrence of fires
which annually destroy the grass over large
portions of many .ot the choicest winter
ranges, and which could. in neariy every
instance, have been extinguished before
much damage was done had there been an
organization: and proper co-operation among
the stock-growers of the several districts in
which tires have occurred. And in this
connection, your committee would respect-
fully call attention to the necessity of each
stock-grower in every district having at
least one or more representatives of his in-
terests resident therein from the 1st of July,
for the reason that during this period fires
are more likely to occur; and upon the ap-
pearance of smoke in any district the stock-
men can all mount their horses and speedi-
ly reach, and usually extinguish, the fire
before it spreads far.

2d.--Under out present laws, stock can
be driven or taken off the public range and
advertised as estrays, thus compelling the
owner to pay an arbitrary and often exor-
bitant bill of charges or lose his stock. By
organizing and co-operating stock-growers
can secure the repeal of injurious laws and
the enactment of others calculated to foster
and encourage the stock interests without
detriment or injury to any one. At the
semi-annual round-ups in some of the dis-
tricts it has been the custom to sell brand-
ed cattle as estrays, which is certainly a
most high handed and illegal proceeding.
And it is certain that had there been a prop-
er organization among stock-growers, these
so called estrays could and would have been
retum ned to their owners, who, through no
fault of their own, have been thus unjustly
deprived of their property, thereby. While
there is a law on the statute books requir-
ing a vent brand when 'stock are sold, yet
in a great majority of instances, the re-
quirement of law has not been complied
with, which positively does away with all
the utility of having a system of recorded
brands. There have been no prosecutions
instituted against these violations of the
law, for the reason that ind!viduals always
dislike to complain against their neighbors
and a gre::t many stock-growers regard it
as a somewhat trivial matter, which is far
from being the case. It is, therefore, nee-
essary for all the stock districts to organize
auxiliary associations for the purpose of
having them co-operate with the territorial
association in having all stock laws, and
more especially those thaving reference to
recorded brands and vent brands, properly

enforced. Unler the system wllich pre-
vails, to a great extent, of selling cattle
without venting the brand, it is utterly im-
possible to protect the rights of either buy- i
er or seller, because if the buyer should lose
some ot these cattle in driving and they
should return to the range he could not
identify and therefore counl never recover
themn, and on the other hud,..if the buyer,
while driving, shall .pick up other cattle on
the range it would be very difficult to ascer-
tain whether these cattle belonged to him
or not, and it places the seller in the posi-
tion that if the party to whom he has sold
takes more cattle than he is entitled to from
the range, he cannot readily detect him in
so doing ; and if any of his cattle should be
stolen by parties to whoml he has not sold,
it would not excite retnark front any one
who should see these cattle being driven
away ; because the cattle would carry no
evidence in the shape of a vent brand as to
whether they had been sold or not.

Our object in urging organization in' all
the stock districts is to thereby establish a
system that will allow each individual stock
owner to retain all the legitimate rights and
privileges lie now enjoys, and to add such
others as experience may prove to be prop-
er and beneficial. A systen that will not
only compel. but encourage and even pay
stock-grower.; to look after the interests of
others as well as their own ; a system that
will protect our stock on any part of the
public domain. the same as on our honme
range; that will prevent any animals being
taken of( the public range and treated as es-
trays becatuse they happen. to have been
dlriven or estraved from their honme range;
that w :I protect our marks and br:a.ids all
over the territory. and this, too, withouiit re-
gard to thl e amou nt of stock ownedt, malk-
int it beno:ficial to thlesnmull, :s well as the
large owner, and insuring tlhat eacth owner
whether large or smiatl. shIall pay his. prop-
er proportion ofithe neeessatny expensf( s of
the organization :and no nuire. 'L'he ex-
penses necessary to sustainl a perfect organll-
ization, in our opinion, cannot exceed ione
dollar annually upon each thousand dollars
invested in horses and cattle. a stun which
is certainly a tlere trifle compared to the
benefit resulting from this system. which
will return it tenlold to each and every
stock-grower. It will enable rus to know
the marks and brands and vent branis.
postoffice address and'locatiorn ot range of
every stock-grower in the territory. and
will resolve them into a detective force, and
pay them to look after the interests of one
another whtlch interests should be, and real-
ly are, identical. To do this, we must or-
ganize in every county and district in the
territory, rnmeet together and discuss our
wants and needs, thereby fnldilg out what
they are, put thein in the shape of laws andl
at the proper time impress upon our letgis-
lature the importance of enactilg them. Af-
ter tIhe adjournment of the next legislature
it will be advisable for the association to
employ some competent person to compile
all laws concerning stock Interests which
may then be in force, and have the same
published in cheap pamphlet form for dis-
tribution free of charge, to all members of
the various stock-growers' associations, and
to be furnished to any one else wishing
them, at cost. By this means every stock-
grower can readily become familiar with all
stock laws. which otherwise. it wouild be
necessary to search for through no less than
8 volumes of the laws of Montana with the
risk of missing some very Important points.
Another good reason in favor of organizing
is the present condition of our marks and
brands, and unless our present system of re-,
coadling is soon carefully revised and im-
proved upon. great confusion and litigation
must result. The fault is in the law, which
is not sufficiently explicit and should be
amn.nded. /

There should also be a committee ap-
pointed to carefully compare and report on
all brands and marks now on recrid, and
all recorded in future, with a view to pro-
tect priority of rights in brands and marks.
There ale many other reasons for organiz-
ation which might be dwelt upon and elab-
orated, hut-it would swell this address to
too great a length, and believing we have
already given enough of good and and suffieient
reasons % hy every district should organize.
we will close by stating, that any informa-
tion regarding the manner of organizing
district associations, as well as the Constitu-
tion and By-Laws of those already formed,
will be promptly furnished free of charge,
on applicetion to Ross Deegan, recording
secretary, Helena, M. T. Applications lor
subordinate associations should he aIccom-
peried by the of five dollars, and the names
of five stock-growers, and upon the receipt
thereof by the secretary, he shall issue to
the applicant a permitfor the organization
thereof. We would further state that when-
ever enough district associatios are formed
to enable their delegates to act as officers of
the Territorial Assoeiation, thenceforth the
Territorial Association will consist solely of

delegates from the various district assoein-
tions, who will mecet from time to time as

:may become necessary to further the stock
interests, of not only their respective dis-
trict:, bat also of the territory at large.

R. S. FORD.
GRANVILLE STUART,

J. 1f. MINe,
Committee.

'lhe following resolution was then
adopted :

Resolved. That the newspapers of Monta-
na be requested to publish the address of
the Montana Stock-Growes' Association, for
the information of the stock-growers of the
several counties.

The President named the following as
committee to dratt. prepare and report a
bill for the considering of the next meeting
with a view to its being submitted to the
legislature :

Granville Stuart, J. II. Freezer, R. O.
Hlickman, Martin Barrett, W. O. P. Hays,
R. S. Ford.

The Secretary then arose and said, as the
subject of the land question now agitating
the nation had been mentioned on the eve-
ning previous, he wiould offer the preamble
and resolutions passed by the stock-grow-
ers' association of Madison county as appli-
cable to the case, and moved the adoption,
which was carried with the amendment, in-
serting the words. "Columnbia river," in the
fourth preamble. after the words "'Mis6ouri
river." [We omit the resolutions, as they
were published in our last issue.]

Ross Deegan and Granville Stuart then
explained how they had been. deceived by
the land commission last summer, and. how
statements by such deception had been
wrung from them which were now being
used by the commission to further the land
grab scheme which were really in direct op-

position to their views upon' the subject.
.mOn motion Granville Stuart was appointed
a committee of one to draft a letter to lions
Martin Maginnis, exlaining thi nmatter.
How the commission had obtained an ex-

pression of the people in.fatyor,of their dias-
bolical scheme by misrepresentation.

A vote of thanks was then tendered tihe
ommittee for valued service in' preparhitt
Sthe address..
Ofi motion the a.ochiatiom the'n hdjourni•id.

subject to the call of the President.

,To0r'cfl OF FINAL ENT'r.'.t.

United States Land Oflce,
Helena, M. TI, March 2,' 18i0.f.

Notice is hereby given that the followipg barged
settlers have lhis daey tiled notice of their intention
to make final proof in support of their claims and
secure final entry thereof, and that said proof will
be made before the'RegistCr and Receiver of the U.
S. Land Office, at Helena, Montana, on Tuesday,
the 20th day of March, A. D. 1880, viz : Williatm
J. Boston. Homestead entry No. 1()3, for thq E
half of the N E qr of see 23, and the W half of he
NW qr of see No. 24 'T No. 17 N R1 .W; nd'ihc
names the following witnesses to prove his contin-
uious residence upon and cultivation of said tracts,
viz: Jemison L. Perkins, William C. Swettjnd
John A. Harris, all of Chestnut, Meagher cuBlin ,
Montana, and Thomas L. Gorham, of Hele S,
Lewis and Clarke county Montana; and Jht A
Harris, Homestead entry No. 920, for the 9S L qr
of SE qrsee22, the SW qr of S W qr of see ,
and the W half of the N W qr of see 26 T No. 17
R No. 1 W, and le names tie following witnesses
to prove his continued residence upon and cultiva-
tion of said tracts, via: William J. Boston, Wil-
liam C. Swett, Jemlison L. Perlins aill of Chest-
nut, Meagher county, Montana an. Thomas L.
Gorham, of HIelena, Lewis and tlarke county,
Montana. J. It. MOE, Register.

March 11-17-5-5t

Notice of Final Settlement. Dis-
tribution, &e,

In the Probate Court of Meagher Couuty, Mon-
tana Territory.

In the matter of tilh Estate
of

George Sigg8, dec'd.
Notice is hereby given, that Jacob M. Powers,

the administrator of the estate of George Siggs,
deceased, Itas rendered and presented, for settle-
ment and filed in said court, his final accounts of
his administration of said estate; that he has also
presented his petition asking for an order of court
adjudging and decreeing Lucy Ann 81mmouds to
be the sole heir at law of said deceased ani asking
for a decree of distribution of the residue of sid
estate, that Saturday, thile 10th day of April, A.
D. 188b, at2 o'clock p. m., at the court room of
said court, in Diamond City, In said county, has
been appointed by the said court for the settlement
of said accounts and for hearing the petition ask-
ing for a decree adjudging the said Lucy Ann 8im-
monds to be the sole heir of said deceased, and for
a decree of distribution, at which time and place
any person interested in said estate maty appear
and tile his exceptions in writing to said accounats
and contest said petitions.

T. E. COLLINS,
Probate Judge, and ex-offieio Clerk.

March 8, 1880-5-17-5t.

A. J. DAVIDSON,

Manufacturer of' and dealer in

Harness, Saddles, &c.

Wool Sacks, wine, and Sheep Shears.

Cash for Hides. Furs and Wool.
Hlelena, May 1, 1879-24-4.tf.

Cottage House.
Re-Op ned.

Everything new andt neat, and tables well and
skillfully furnished.

ARTIlUlh SIAS, Proprietor.
5-15-4t


