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we expect at this session of olr ,"\.*».ﬂ'\'.]':—
yion Lo elect ofticers fur ;:;ml]'l(:ll‘ year. Fet
e gelect et of hotor: men of experience,
anility and integrity j men that w 1IE. aetin
aceordanee with their highest conyictions.
Itis far hetter to pay for an houest error

thap a mea aibvantage.

Mr. Ford was followed by Mr. Deepan, |
who said 2 ] |

Mup. PHESIDENT AND LILNTLEMEN —
1t is with considerable diffidence that 1
attempt to glve my yiews amt make snch
suggn;liuns as ocewr to me Lo advanes l]:_u_-
stock-growing interests. From my experi-
enei i1 cudeavoring to efleet the organizn-
tion of this nss ation, I find the most ditfi-
culty with those persons who will undoult-
idly be the wmosl benetitted by the as<oeia-
{ion 1 that is, the man of small means, the
emall stock-ralser, the man who has botoaf
small ot of atock.

[tis hurd to eonvinee |
Bim (hat association with other stockmen,
for mutwal interest, is not all in favor of the
Jarge breeder He onglit to, {but will not),
understand that while the owners of large
herds are compelled to keep constantly ent-
p]_u}'{_l_[i numbers of men to cuard and wateh
their herds, ad are reemingly independent
a8 regards mutual protection, the small herd
awner is unable to do this, consequently hiz
fow animals are allowed to ran ab lage and
he trusts to Iuck and his neighbor’s honesty
to find them at the round-up.  Now, by he-
coming assoclated, it becomes the duty of
every member to be watchiul for his asso-
giales” welfire 3 to notify him when he finds
his stock straying, und if need be to assist
Tim when neeessary.  One reason [ find for
this lack of promptness to jeinis that the
members so far, have rendered assistance to
partice ot members equally with  {their
brother members, and the eonsequence is
that finding that they are just aboul us

much benefitted as though they paid their |

five dollars, they Biil to comply with the
request to join.  Now, this all wrong,
andd if, w5 the associntion is open for wll
stockmen Lo join, and some will not, 1 con-
ceive it our duty to ourselves to make ita
point Lo refuse positively eny and  «lf infor-
mation in regard tostook malters o any
one not n member.  ‘This sounds havsh, bhat
Is just, 1 a party refuse or neglect to join
{n to ald nnd assist all other stoekmen, why
ghonid all other stockmen aid and assist
_him?  In the earlier stages OF our organiz-
tion, or rather previous to any organization,
f saw, from experience. the neeessity of uni-
ty amongst stockmen, to reclaim stolen,
end prevent the thefr of. stock; also, the
necessity of wecomplishing, by legislation,
the pussage of gome Tnw or laws for the pro-
tection of stoek-raizers, (I do not mean those
raisers who go out and raise a herd in twen-
ty-four hours), but the grower of stock.
I went to work, and we arganized an asso-
clation, and as the laws then in force for
our protpction were of the mildest form, we
orranized on the basis of a committee of
dafety ; that is it was negafinely a aafe thing
for the parties in the habit of raising eattle
periodically iF we could cateh them.  About
this time our Leglslature assembled and I
endeavured to find some one to draft a bill
that would cover our needs as near a could
be. but after trying for some time, and find-
ing that all agreed that such abill was need-
ed, yet none would undertake 1t 23 all were
16 busy on other bills, I drafted a eouple of
bills myself, which, if passed ag originally
drafted, [ think would have been nearly
what we wanted, but they were condensed
and gubstituted until bat o molety of the
original bills were left, und, after tighting
from near the opening until (on one bill),
thelast half hour of the scesion, It was
finally passed and they beeume laws: but
they are laws in such a cripled condition as
to be almost inoperative.  Now, do you not
auppose that if this organization had been
completed previous to (as it was during) the
2ession, that it wonld not have been an easy
matter to have gof.those bills passed in their
original form, and would then have been
of some henefit? It is easy to see what can
be necomplished by unity. 'There are many
Inwa that owrht to be enacted to protect the
Block fntereats,  But who will endeavor to
get them if' the stockmen themselves will
a0t move in the matter, and of what use to
fry single handed? Yon must unite. The
tlifle is coming, and coming soon, when the
railroads will be close at hand, and facilities
for shipping stock out of the country will
be many and easy—as easy for the thief as
for the honest stock-rrower.  Then youn will
all both see and feel the necessity of organi-
ntion, and most assuredly the man that has
but_:t few head will regret the want of pro-
tection for his property. During the extra
Seasion of the last Legislature T drafted an-
other bill in reference to round-ups and the
*ale of maverics, but failed to get it through
on account of the short life of the sesgion s
bu brincipally for the reason that there
f;:l‘:lzg lr‘m lugislu.i-iunlin favor of a body
0 uvxistence inlaw, and as that

is

l hill and many more were

ectlenl, 16 was de-
termined that we would heemne o legal
body. 5o our Viee President. Hon. B, G.
Brooke, {in the abzenee of the President]).
cidled a meviing of the association and the
question of - ineorporation was discuszed,
and the motion finally put and enrried to
ineorporate, with g eapital of $20,000 in 200
shires, ot §100 per share, tormn for twenty
Yewrs. which shures were payable by annnal
payeniz of $5 each. The incorporitors
were B, Gl Brooke, Jos. J. Boyer and Ross
Drew We were then too late to accom-
plish anything in that sessiou.
in eomdilion to as
hands of the Legislative, nned which rights
consist i equal protection for onr propueriy
i stoek that any  other species of property
has, It is nonsense to say that we have now
the protection of the law.,  Let any sue try
to abiain the convietion of w cattle thief in
any of our courts, auid e will bea mneh
wizer man, and a far beiter lawyerat the
eid of the courtterm than e wasat the
beginning, That 1 will guarantee, but it
will cost him eonsidarable for his education.

L would now make a fow sugrestions

First,  That there be a commitice of three
or five appointed for the purpose of drafting
any bill or bills that muy he desined . nece
gy for the beoefll of lie stock interests s
also, that sold commitiee be nssisted by sog-
gestions and advice from diflerent members
or wssoviations for their digestion, and all
bills drntted shall be presented to the asso-
ciution in convention by delegutes and to he
passed upon by them and aceepted. or re-
Jjected before being presented to the legisla-
ture. 4 . |

Second. That it hecome the duty of the
secretaries of the minor assoviations to
malke, at least annually, o complete and con-
densed report to the Sceretary of the Lerri-
torial azzoeiation, to be transeribed into the
books of that association, :

Third. I would also like ' to see s map
dratted that would show the boundaries of
eiuch as=ociaiion.

In closing my remarks, T will say, that as
it has been repeatedly, during the past year,
mentioned to me that T wad occupying alio-
gether too much prominence in this organd-
zition for one who was of the eliss of small
{and a very small one atthat), stuck grower,
and in faet, vepeatedly, asstated, no stock
man «f elf, which aets as a hindreanee to the
growlh of the organization, in that feeling
of jealousy that seews to be the nature of a
purt of the stock growers, and having, my-
self the interest of the association {(which is
also my individual interest), at heart, [ wil-
lingly now resign all further promineace of
position, and hope that the larger stockmen
will now gome forward and be horeafter
more conspicnous in action than in words,

Remarks as to the object, mattera, ete., ko
be considered by the assoeiation being in
order, Marshal Wheeler referred to the great
discrepanee in the valvation of stock in the
different counties, and urged the necessity
of the stock-growers recommending a terri-
torial equalization board.

An invitation was then given to all pres-
ent who wished, to come forward and take
membership. whereupon the following gen-
tlemen enrolied their names : Daniel Flow-
eree, John ', Murphy, Abram Sands, Jas.
J. Mayne, Green Preuitt, Granville Stuart,
W. C. Swett, W, T. Morrow and John
Brown.

On motion, the following committee was
appointed to'draft an address te present to
the stock growers to Induce, if possible, a
more thorough organization:  J. H. Freez-
er, J. H. Ming, Granvitle Stuart, J. T. Mur-
phy, James Gibzon, D, A. G. Flowere,
Houzen Cooper and I, 5. Ford. The re-
port of the committee to be submitted on
the [ollowing day.

A vote of thanks was extended to K. S.
Ford and Ross Deegau for their untiring
zeal and labor in behalf of the organization.

The President was then instructed to ap-
point a committee of four to draft laws for
presentation to the next Legislature for con-
sideration, said bills to be tirst submitted to
the aszociation.

The meeting then adjourned to meet at 7
p. m. ‘Thursday.

"THURSDAY—EVENING SESSION.

President Ford in the chair,

‘The committee appointed to prepare an
widdress to be snbmitted to the stock-grow-
ers reported progress and asked further
time.

The President then made a few remarks
relative to the stoek futerests, He dwelf at
length and with considerable earnestness
upon the sabject of brands, and amoag
other important matiers, referred to the
number of places in which stoek eculd be
branded withont danger of trouble. These
points were elevan in number: ‘The jaw,
from neck to shoulder, from shoulder to
hip, from hip to thigh on either side, and
across the guarters under the tail.

The President of the Northwestern Cat-
tle company, W. E. Cullen, being ecalled,

But are new |
k for our rights at the |

made o few remarks, referring to the stock
intercat as the most important in the terri-
tory.

Sample Orr, in Dis usual witty manner,
then eutertained the iadion a showt time
ou the subjeet of estrays.

Mr. Qe was followed by Mr. Deegan and
by Granville Stoart,  Mr, Stuart rec-
ommended a territorial brund esmmission,
handling the subject in a manner which
showed he had given it mueh study, He
referrved to the aystem of Coloradn aud Wy-
oming, and made many valuable sugygos-
tions in regard to the stoek inferests.

On invitation, B. 5. Hamilton, Van Fisk
and W. B, Cullen toolk mombership with
the association.,

The ollowing ollizers for thy year were !
electxd by aeckvmatlon: President; R, S,
farl s Viee President, Granville Stoaer;

| decretury, Ross Deegan: Treeasurer, . I

Ming; Corresponding Seeretiry, W. K.
Cullen. ; i
On motion, the chair appoiated the fol-

lowing Exeeutive Commiftes: W, (.
Swett, J. H. Frecear, W, Ulm, Jas. Gib-

som and Githert Benediet,
R A Ford read o letter to the association
from o party in Minnesofa desiring infor-

| mation in regard to Montana, which created

muich merriment.
On mation, the meeting adjourned o Fri-
Any evening.

THIRTY DAY,

The aszsociation met puraunit to adjourn-
went.  The sub-eommittes on address pro-
zented the following report, which was
nnanimonusly adopted @ X X
Tothe Stock-Grewers of Montana. Territory—
i We the undersigned committee, appoint-
adt by the Montana Stock-Growers' Asso-
cintion ta draft an address to the stock-
growers of Mobinna, setting forth the rvea-
sons why it woulill e to their iaterest to
form auxiliary nesociations In ecach and ev-
ery stock district ip the tereitory, would re-
speetfully set forth the followlng:

The time has passed when the individoal
stock-grower ean soceessfully and ceonomi-
cally manage his stock interests without the
cu-operation and assistanee of stock-growers
generally thronghout the tervitery. The
rapid increase of stock, and the wide extent
of ranges now occnpied, render’ ahsolurely
necessary a thoroungh  ordudizgtion of the
stock growing  interests, thereby enabling
them to protect themselves against the se-
rions losses entailed upor them from the
following canzes:
1st.—The frequent oeeurrenee of fires
which annually destroy the gruks over large
portions of many .ol the choivest winter
ranges, and which conll, In neariy  every
instance, have bheen extinguished hetore
much dimage was done had there been an
organization and proper co-operation anrong
the stock-growers of the several districts in
which tirex have oecurred. And in this
connection, your coramittes would respect-
fully call attention to the necessity of each
stock-grower in every district having at
least one or more representatives of his in-
terests resident therein from the 1=t of July,
for the reason that daring this period fires
are more likely to oceur ; and upon the ap-
pearance of smoke in any distriet the stock-
men can all mount their horses and speedi-
ly reach, and asually  extingnizh, the fire
before it spreads far.

2d.—Under ow present laws, stock ean
Le driven or taken off the public range and
wiyertised ns estrays, thus compelling the
owner to pay an arbitrary and often exor-
bitant bill of eharges or lose iz stock. By
organizing and co-operating stock-growers
van seeure the repeal of injurlons laws and
the enactment of others enlculated to foster
and encourage the stock interests withont
detriment or injury to any one. At the
semi-annual round-ups in some of the dis-
triets it has been the custom to sell brand-
ed cattle as estrays, which 1a certuinly ;
most high handed and illegal proceeding.
And it is certain that bad there been a prop-
or organization among stock-growers, these
g0 enlled estiays could and would have boen
retul ned to their owners, who, through ' no
fault of their own, have been thus unjustly
deprived of their property, thereby. While
there is o law on the statute books requir-
ing a vent brand when stock are sold, yet
Iy a grest majority of instances, there-
quirement of law has not been complied
with, which positively does away  with all
the utility of having  a eystems of recorded
brands. There have been no prosecutions
instituted agalust these violations of the
law, for the renson that judividuals always
dislike to complain against thelr neighbors
and a grreat many  stock-growers regard it
as a somewhat trivial matter, which is far
from being the case. Tt iz, therefore, nee-
essary for all the stock digtricts to oreanize
auxiliary associations for the porpose of
hinving them co-operate with the territorial
aszociution in Laving all stock laws, and
more especialiy those having reference to
recorded brands and vent brands, properiy

enloreed.  Under the system which pre-
vails, to a great exrent, of selling cande
withont venting the hrand, it i< utterly im-
possible ta protect the rights of cither buy-
ar o seller, beenuse it the buyer should lose

should return to the range he eould not
identity and therefore could never recover
theny, and on the other audaif e buyer,
while driving, shall pick up other  cattle on
the range it would be very difficult to nseer-
tain whether thesze caitle helonved to  him
or not, and it places the geller in the posi-
tion that if the party to whem he has sold
takes more eattle than he is entitled to from

the range, hie cannot rendily detect him in

sa doing : and if any ot his catile should be
stolen by parties to whom L has not sold,
it wenld not exeite vemark fron any one
whao shonlbd see these cattle being  driven
away 5 beeause the catile would earry no
evidenve in the shape of a vent brasd as to
whether they had been sold or not.

Our abjeet In urging organization in all
the stoek districts is to therely establish a
system that will allow each individoal stock
owner o retain wll the legtimate rights anid
privileges he now enjoys, and to add such
others s experience ray prove o be prop-
eroand heneficial, A system that will not
anly compel, but eneourage and even pay
stock-growers (o look afier the interests of
others as well as their owp; a system that
will protect our stock on any puart ot the
pubiie domain the snme as on our home
rungey thiat will prevent any animals being
ttlien off the pablic range and 1reated as es-
trays beesnse  they  happen to lsove been
driven o1 estrayed froms their home  ranzes
thut will protect our warks @and broods all
over Lhe territory. ad this, too, withomnt re-
mard to the amount of stoek  owned, mak-
ing it ben d o thesmall, as wol 18 the
large owner, and insurivge that cael owner
whether Lurge or sty shall pay his prop-
or proportion of the pecessgry exponses
the organization and ve wmore. The ex-
penses necessary 1o sustain a perfeet orgin-
ization, in our opinion, eaunot exeewl  ome
dallar annnslly upon each thonsand dollars
invested m horses and cattle, a gam which

€@

Lis certainly o miere trifle compared to the

beneflt rezulting from this sy=tem. which
will return ie tenfold (o each and every
stock-grower. It will enable us to know
the marks and brands and vent brands,
postoftice address and Tocation of range ot
every stock-grower in the territory, and
will resolve them into a detective foree, and
pay them to look after the interests of e
ancther which interests should be, and real-
Iy are, identical.  'To do thiz, we mnost or-
canize inevery county and district i the
tervitory, meet tegether wnl disenss oue
wants and veeds, thereby finding out what
they are, put them in the shape of laws jand
at the proper time impress npon our legis-
Lature the importanes of enneting them, Af-
ter the adjournment of the next legislature
it will be advisable for the association to
cmploy some competent purson to compile
all laws= concerning stock ITuterestz which
muy  then be in foree, and have the same
publizhed in cheap pamphlet form for  dis-
tribution free of chinrge, to all members of
the various stock-growers® assoeintions, and
to bu furnished to any one else wizhing
them, at cost. By this means every  siock-
grower can readily beeome tamiliae with all
gtock laws, which otherwise, it wouald be
neeessary to seiarch for through no less than
% volumes of the laws af Montana with the
risk of mizsing some very lmportant points,
Anather good resson in favor of organizing
Is the present condition of our marks and
brands, and unless our present system of re-
copding i soon  earefully  revised and im-
proved upon, great confusion and litigation
must result. Phe daal 1 the law, which
is not sufliciently  explicit and should be
amended. ,

There shonld also be & eommittes it
pointed to earctully compare and report on
all brands and warks vow on record, and
all recorded In dulure, with & view to pro-
teet priority of rights fn beands and marks,
‘There mre iany other reasons  lor orgunjz-
aiion which might be dwelt upon and  elab-
oriated, but-it would swell this address to
too great a length, und helleving  we  have
aiready given cnoagh of good and  suffleient |
reasons why every district should erganize, |
we will close by stating, thar any informa-
tion regusding the manner of oruanizing
district associntions, us well as the Constitu-
tion and By-Laws of those already  formed,
will be promptly furnished free of charge,
on application to Ross Deegan, recording

some of these catle . driving and  they |

£l

secrelary, Helena, M. T, Applications tor

subordinate associztions shonld  be  accom- !
panied by the of five dolars, aud Ure nanes §
of five stock-growers, and upon the receipt |
therest by the secretary, he  shall ssue to ]
the applicant & permitfor the orvanization |
thereof. We would further state that when-
ever enough distriet associatio: s are formed
to enable their delegates to act as officers of i
the Territorial Associntdon, thenceforth the

Tervitorinl Association will consist =olely of

delegates from the various distriel assoela-

tions, who will meet from e to time  as
iy beeome necessury to furiher the stock
interests, of not only their respective  dia-
tricts, batalso of the territory at large.

R, 5. Forp,

GRANVILLE STUART,
J I Mina,
i Commiitee.
Uhe following  rcesolution was  then
adopted :

Resolved. That the newspapers of Monta-
it be requested to publish the address of
the Montana Stoek-Growes? Assoriation, tor
the intormation of the slock-growers of the
severtl connties.

The President named e following as
committee to dratt, prepare and report 4
i bill for the considering of the next mecting
Dwith a view 1o it being salimitted to the
lerizlntire @

CGranville Staart, Jo . Freezer, . O,
Hiekmun, Martin Barrett, W, 0. Po Hays,
R. 5. Ford,

The Secretary then arose and said, as the
subject of the land question now  agitating
ke nation had been mentinned on the eve-
uing previous, he woukd offer the preamble
and resolutions passed by the  stock-grow-
ers’ a=socintion of Madizon connty as appli-
eable to the case, and moved the  adoption,
which was garried with the amendment, in-
serting the words, “Columbia river,”” in the
fourth preamble, after the words < Missouri
river.”  [We omii the resolutions, as they
were pablished in onr last issue.]

Ross Deegan  and Grauville Stuaet then
explained how they had been . deeeived by
the land commission lust summer, and how
statements by such deception had  been
wrung from them which were now being
nset by the commission 1o [urther the land
arab scheme which were really in direct op-
pusition to their views upon the subjeet.
O motion Granville Staart was  appointed
| eommitiee of one 1o draft o letier to Hon,
Mavtin Maginpis, exlaining  thi= matter.
How the commission  hul  obtaived q ex-
pression ot the people Wy favor of their  din-
Liotical acheme by misrepresentation.

A vote of thauks was then  tendered the
commnittee for valoed service o prepariig
the nddress, : St

Qv wotion the agsociation thew adjotimed.,
subject to the call of the President.

OTICE OF FIN:
N

United States Lund Odlce z
Helena, M. 1., dareh 2, .ia_?ﬂ!.

Notiee is heveby given that the following named
scttlers have (his l]u{' tiled notiee of thelr intenrion
to make tinal proot In support of their elainms sand
secure Anal entry thereof, wnd that said proof will
e made hetore the Register nnd Heceiver of the L
8, Land Ofee, at Helena, Montans, on Tuesday,
the 20th day of March, A, D.185E, viz: William
J, Boston., Homestend entry No. 903, for the K
half f the N E qr of 2ee 23, ind the W half of the
N W grof sec No, 24 TNo. 1TN R1 W;und he
namnes the folluwing witnesses o prove his eontin-
unus residence upon und cultivation of suid tracts,
viz; Jemison L. Perkins, Willlam L, Swett and
Johin A, Harvis, all of Cheztnnt, Meagher county,
Montana, and Thomas L. Gorbham, of Helefia,
Lewis and Clarke county Montanas and John A
Harrie, Homestead entry No. 20, for the 5 E ar
of 5 Kyreee 22, the 5 W qrof 5Wqr of see 28,
and the W half of the R W ?r of sec 28V No. 1T N
it No. 1 W, nnd e psmes the foliowiog witnesses
ta prove his continued residence upon snd cultiva-
tion of gaid tracts, vie: Willinm . Boston, Wil-
linm U. Swett, Jemnison L. Perkius, sll of Chest-
nut, Meagher eounty, Montana, and Thomas L.
Gorham, of Helens, Lewis |mf3] Clirke couniy,
Montai. o I MONE, Legiater.

Mareh 11-17-5-3¢

I EX

Notice of Final Settlement. Dis-
tribution, &c.
In the Frobate Court of Meagher County, Mon-

tana Territory.
0 E
George Sixgs, deatd,

In the rastter of the Estale

Notiee 1= hereby given, that Jucoly M, Powers,
the administrator of the estate of George Siggs,
deceaseil, lins rendered and presented for seitle-
menl and filed in #ald convr, his final aecounts of
his administration of said estate; that he hss nlso
presented his pelition asking tor an order of court
adjudging and decreving Lucy Ann Sdmmonds o
b the sole heir at law ot sabd décensed and askin
for u e of diatribution of the residue of sui
estate, that Ssturduy. thelith diay of April, A
. 188, at 2 o’elock p. ., at the canrt room of
said court, in Dinmond City, in sai county, has
Lee; pointed by the suld eonrt for the sottlement
ol saitl secounts and for hearing thé petition nsk-
ing for s decree ndjpdging the sald Lucy Ann Sim-
monds to ve the gole heir of said decensed, and for
a decroe of distribntion, at which tima  and place
any person interested in sald estaté may appear
and 1le hiz exceptions in writing to said sceounts

and contest said petitions.
: . E. COLLINS,
Pyohate Judge, anid ex-officio Clerk.
March 8, 168)-5-17-51.

&

v. J. DAVIDSON,

Manufacionrer o and doealerin

Harness, Saddles, &e.

Wool Sacks, wine, and 8heep Shears.

Cush for Hides, Furs and Waoal.
flelenu, May 1, 187D-24-4- 41,

Cottage House.
Re-Opened.

Everything new and nest, and tables well and
skilllully furnished.

ARTIILE S1AS, Proprietor.
H=15-
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