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___ riqrtizIal.
ALTIIOU(II our filrltels have li'raetl ItiI-

der a great mally ditlhti llits they ha:ve ti.e-

teeded prettly griterally in gsetting in a pret-
tyfair acrcage. ndti some are sti'l sowing.
which is comllmendible even ait this late dtly.
yet the better policy whould have been to
pit on a larger li re of ttlell t iltl stock alld
done the seeding during the montii of Mny.
Withjudicious culture, however, a1 lait crop
any be had trot the latest siwitig. \Ve

havein the past recomun detetdhd btlntilttl
watering a, the prodnctiont may be greatly
onhanced as :t general rule by so doitng, but
this year it will not. do to take such risks. It
lsbetter to sacrifice qnttatity to q uali ty.
thereforV a senly rsupply of water, jutI

0l0ough to keep the. grlaill grlowiab nultd ri-
pen it early should he used. Copioua wa-
eiring has a tentlcy to tatke grain late. We
wIll probably have a thir growitng season.
although it has had Ia backward strrt, and
nl the event ofa favorable tall the harvest
will be large.

ANOTHER STRING BINDER.

A Texas Statesman's reporter had the
pleasure of witnessilng one of the greatest
iventlious of this century. yesterday on F.
W. Henllig's t;lin about twelve imiles nortlh
Of Austin. It was one of the D M. Osborne
Ako. harveslers and self-binders, which cut
nlld bounld perfectly green oats with cold or
Vire, and performed its work witll accuracy
rad dispatch itn every respect. Wet noticed
Itatin this cord binder tihe serious objec-
0ns which exist in all other cord binders

tamely. the binding of a bundle loose is en-
Srely overcome in the Oshlorne machille, as

bilnds as tight as can be bound with wire.
Another very ilmportalt feature in this ma-
hilte which gives it the preference to all
tiher cord binders is, that it can be changed
ro0ma cord to a wire binder i :a very short
tile by simply taking out certain pieces
lid replacing them by others. 'Tlhis ena-
b•s all those who have the Osborne wire
Bit•lers, to attach a twine binder, which
toecomtpany will be able to furnish next
Year at the trilling cost of $20. 'T'le trial
Wit witlessed by many of the best fitrlners
it the vicinity, tl|l the mnachine pronounced
te best in the lnmrket.

GROWING POTATOES.

Ihave given special attention to the cul-
itreof potttoes for years with results fat

etter than from any other crop that I have
Irtwn. I plant only the leading varieties,
Itintpally Early Rose. and only one varie-
lin a field. I prefer to let others do the
aPerimetntin,, with the many different va-
leties that have not tound their way into
lrket yet. Secondly, I plant only perfect

seed, selected to a nicely. They are not
Ithe largest or the smallest, but such as a any
one would call a sizable baking potato. I
believe in curting, but not to single eyes. I
cut Ifrom thlree to tbulit eyes to a piece which,
however, I delot till the very time of plant-
ing. ThIis insures inc a growth in every
hill. Cutting too long before planting
ulllses the potalttsC to dry and become

spllogy, which, prevents them from making
a vigorouls stll'at, and Idoften cal ues mtalny hills
to miss. I always consider a vigorous start
tile secret ofla good crop. I thlink that the
cut should be fresh, so .tliat the moisture
fiom the potato causes the earth to adhere
to it, and draws the nutriment from the
soil more, readily, and instead of a sickly
planlt. it makes its ap'pearance vigioroIs and
very dark-almost the color of tile soil.

My method of planting probably differs
fromil many others. Manly farmers row their
lieldt bothl ways so as to enable them to cel
tivate both ways. land have the hills distinct.
I row my field only otne way, 2 feet S inches
apart. I Ihel plant ill drills, dropping the
potatoes about 15 inches apart. They are
well covered with a coverer drawn by two
horses. After they inake their appea-a•ee,
I cover them again to the depltlh of 2 or more
inches. This has a two-told tendency; it
causes the vines to stock moire, and also

cheeks tiie growth of weeds. After they
are well iilt tile second time (in fact as soon
as they Ipuncture the earth of the second
covering). I commene working with the
cultivator. and always feel well paid for ex
tra cultivatlin. In ilact I never teel better
paid lir any narm labor than for the man l
andl horse kepetin the field till the tops be-
come too large to work among. ' The final
billing is deterred till the tops nearly cover
thi grotulld. Every weed which has escap-
el the cullivator is pulled tip root and
biralnchi. which leaves the ioure nourishment
for the crop; besides it is really gratifying
to see a field, let it be large ot small, with-
out a weed or anythilng except what per-
tains to the crop.

I will also give my method of preparing
the soil. We canuolt expect to receive from
the soil unless we give freely ; therefore I
claiml that five acres, well mnanured and well
tilled, will bring a greater return than twice
that nll tlmher of acres "*worked att." "Any-
thintg worth doing at all is worth doing
well." I put a: much barnyard manure on
Iny field i•s will plow under. I plow early,
fir the action of the air is very beneficial to
the soil; it becomes light and mellow. The
plowing should be done as soon as the soil
is suit ably dry,'and the more cultivation it
receives Ilthe better the crop. I turn a finr-
row about 8 inches wide and G inches deep,
using a jointer attachment. I allow it to
lie in hfrrow about three weeks, when I
give it a thorouglh harrowing ; then, follow
with cultivator. Thle latter is repeated two
or three .ties belore planting. The first of
.June Is soon enough for Early Rose, .hogli
tile number of acres often forces us to eomn-
mrence planting a little sooner.--Cor. Country
Gentleman. -• .g 2I a - . .. .

HAVE YOU A BTEAWBEREY BED I

This question is put to every reader who
has the land, an,] especially toevery farmer,
who having the land, is very apt to not
have strawberries. .Without taking space
to inquire why the farmer, who of all others
should have an abundance, so generally has
no strawberries, we put in our plea for his
family, and insist that he shall provide them
with this excellent fruit-not only a few as
a luxury, but an abundance. There is just
one time to make a strawberry bed. and
that time is now ! Under any circumstances
a: strawberry plant must grow a season be-
fore it will give a crop; there is no way in
which plants may be set this spring and

give fruit the same season. If any nursery
agent offers such-don't buy them. Much

that has bIeen said about strawberry culture
has conveyed the impression that it is a
great deal of trouble; that runners have to
be cut off and much care given otherwise,
while in fact it is no more trouble to raise
strawberries, than it is to grow carrots. But
the c st8? is very little-nothing compared
with the result in fruit. One can begin as
small as he pleases; If he can not afford the
outlayfor a large bed, let him buy enough

for a start and raise his own plants. It
makes no difference where the farmer may

be, it he gets the American Agriculturist, lie
can have strawbersy plants--the mail brings
both. A dozen, or a hundred plants come
by mail, and when one has even but a doz-
en phlants, his strawberry future is provided
for. "it is the first step which tells."
While we have in view especially the faunily
comfort, it Iiay be well to consider that ih
most localities einougll berries can be sold
firom the first crop to pay for the wholeout-
lay--only don't sell and let the Iunily go
withoul, but have enough for both de-
mands.
How ninny shall I plant? will be one of

the first questions to decide. An ordinary
fainIily should have at least 200 plants, and
generally 400 will not tbe found too many if
tie fruit is used freely. It is better to pro-
vide for an abundanc-e.

Wh'at kinds ?-If rest ricted to one kind,
we have no hesitation in saying, Charles
Downing. It there are successfil strawber-
ry growers in the vicinity, find what does
best with them and plant the same kind.
If -100 plants are set tlhere may safely be tour
kinds. Charles Downing. Monarch of the
West, Champion, and Sharpless, would be
ia good selection, but it may be varied and
not go amiss.

How to Plat.--Select a good bit of soil,
all the better if it was in potatoes last year,
and if practicable withlill sight of the house,
and prep;are itj ust as you would for a good
crop of cabbages ; this means an abundance
of the best manure well worked in. Mark
out the rows two feet apart, three it' a culti-
vator is to be used, and set the plants one
foot apart in the row, using a trowel to
open thlien the ground, and when tile plant
is put in, crowd the soil down firmly over
thie roots with both hands. Thereafter run
tihe cultivator, hoe, or rake, often eniough,
to make the soil mellow andl4 eep down the
weeds. The plants will by ild by throw
out runners; turn theim into the row and
let them take root. For the after treat-
ment of the bed, consultl "Notes about
Wor k" at timhe proper season.

Raising Plants.-lf it is preferred to buy
a few plants to start with and raise a stock
to put out next year, set these two feet
spart each way, and let runners fornm. Ash-
es are very useftl to promote growth of runll-
ners. Finally, Ilant strawberries-and do
it this spring.-American Agriculturist.

WHEN TO CUT WHEAT.

Although the crop may promise well, the
real value of it in money to the farmer, will
depend in a great measure upon how it is
harvested. In regard to the best time for
cutting wheat, it is the experience of many
that it is better to begin the moment it is
S'out of the milk," anid under no circum-

stances to let it stand any longer after that
time than is necessary to get over the
ground with the harvesting machine. The
grain then, may seem too green, Iut It will
imature into just as fine quality. and greater
quantity certainly, than if allowed to stand
until (lead ripe and shell out, even If whole
heads are not lost by "crinkling" and going
back to the ground. Commence early and
you will get through the earlier and better
for it, and have more muoney for your labor
in the end. After all the expense, hbor
and uncertainty passed through to mature a
crop, it is of the utmost importance, of
course, to save it all in the best manner at
the last end, and if farmers would generally
begin harvesting earlier, we believe the re-
sults would show not only a better grade of
wheat, but a larger yield secured. besidtles
the iany other advantages all good farm-
ers will appreciate, of getting their work
well along seasonably, and ahead of any
possible delays from the weather or other
causes.-Osborne Monthly.

e dffulftrj jaijd.
POULTRY AND EGG PRODUCTION.

In the production of poultry and eggs,
France takes the lead of all European na-
tions. In Normandy and Brittany, the
French peasantry can't do much else on
their small farmt, and so they turn their en-
ergies in this direction. The fowis are kept
in their tiny treeholds, of from a few rods to
a few acres In extent, and so extensive y is
thebusiness carried on thatlaat year France
exported to England alone nearly seven

mnllion dollrs' worth of eggs. Of late the
peasantry ha've adopted a new mode of feed-
ilng, especially hell fithttenling for narket;
and so far the explerinent has proved satis-
factory. anll withal is so novel that we give
it, in order Ihat l tho-e interest'd ill poultry
may test thlie value of the food and the rich
tlavor inparlted to the fowls.

It is well known that fovwls of nearly all
kinds are very fond of vegetables, especially
cabbage, and even tomatoes when ripe. The
French peasantry, acting upon this knowl-
edge, boil or steam carrots and fbed liberal-
ly, which kind of food not only produces fat
very rapidly, but gives a peculiar andl sweet
flavor to the flesh. The experiment has
been so successful that the largest poultry
raisers for the city markets have adopted
the method in connection with wheat, and
tind it very profitable. For egg production,.
the French were the first to discover tile
merits of wheat, and they at once adopted it
as the best feed for fowls whenl laying.

IDRSTRUCTION OF VERMIN IN POULTRY.

Tile following interesting remarks on the
aIbove subject are from the pen of 31. Lecou-
teitx, the talented editor of a French con-
temporary :

One of the chief causes of the frequent
ftilure of those who attempt to rear young
chickens is, that so few people attach suf-
ticient importance to the delirability ot
keeping them fee free from vermin. Scarcely
any fowls are entirely free from these para-
sites.

Artlllcial mothers. even, cannot be kept
entirely free from these dangerous enemies,
although the lice found upon the chickens
hatched in an incubator are not to be com-
pared to those that infest birds hatched and
reared under the wing of their mother.

The louse that [ have foutid in chickens
that have been kept free from contagion is
a comparatively large one. It is said their
appearance is spotttaneots. They are usu-
ally found in the head, and in groups ot six
or eight, for a solitary one is rarely met
with. They are easily seen, and may be
known by their size and black color, and
they stick fast to the down of young chicks,
so that it is necessary to use tweezers or a
piece of thorn to detach them. If, during the
first twenty days after hatching, care be
taken to search young birds well to keep
them free from these pests, there will be no
more difficulty, for these lice are not bred
upon chickens which are more than three or
four weeks old. Of course, it is important
that the eggs should be destroyed, and this
could not possibly be done with the hand onl
account of the small size and the number of
these eggs, and the way in which they stick
to the down of the bird, therefore a little oil
shoutl be put in different parts of the body
of the chick, and this will do all that is de-
sired.

But supposing that young chickens are
freed front this particular parasite, there is
another to be guarded against, and one that
is still more dangerous because it is smaller
and comes in larger numbers. I speak of
the small louse that is found in adult poultry
under the wings, in the down of the tail, and
indeed in every part where the heat is con-
centrated.

A hen that is intfested with these vermin
will waste away even when well fed, and it
she sits will leave her eggs, on account of
the torment she endures from them. 'this
louse lays an enormous number of ergs, an:d
generally deposits them in groups, which
stick to the small feathers of the neck ; and
it is best to take some scissors and to sacri-
fice there feathers, being careful always to
throw them in the fire, so that the eggs may
be quite destroyed.

Many remedies nave been tried in order
to get rid of these vermin in fowls, but notne
have been entirely successful. The pests
may have been reduced in number, but not
destroyed.

Cinder dust, insect powder and snuff, all
sprinkled on the skin and in the feathers,
have been used, and of late years it has been
recommende(l that the fashionable remedy,
petroleum, :should be employed for that pur-
pose. Experience, however, proves as fol-
lows:

Cinder dust, snuff and insecticide are pal-
liatives. They destroy a large number of
like, but the treatment needs to be repeated
at least every fortnight. Petroleum certain-

ly kills them utterly, but it also kills the
towl, and it is my experience that this rem-
edy is never successful whith bird that is
less than live months ol0d. AlI amimal Ii
sure to languisg h and die three or four days
after pe;rolemtn hats been applied.

Perhaps the reason is that petroleum it
absorbed by the pores, and the bird is pol-
soned ; or, may be, it is killed by a cauteri-
zation, for there is cauterization, since tIh
cuticle lirst becomes red, then curls up and
peels oll.

It. is best to keep to the old methods, for,
though less vigorous, they are at least free
from danger; or else, better still, leave the
fowls to take care of themselves.

Let them have a large heap of sand mixed
with ashes, and let them roll about and dress
their leathers inl that. Only lie careful thalt
this heap is sheltered from the rain. and if
possible, exposed to the suin. Keel) the
fowls in dry places; damp, even warm
damp. causes vermin to breed. Let perches
and part.itiols be whitewashed two or three
times a year. Avoid putting a litter of hay
or straw in the runs, and what is most im-

port:nt. sprinkle sand oil the floors. Very
fieqiuemitly. and especially in the summer
months, hay amnd straw harbor a kind of
long, thin and lblackish flea. These crea-
titres will attack pnultry in swarms; they
are even worse than ordimary vermin, for
they literally sucnk the blood of their victims
atld redusle them to skeletons.

And after all. vermibn being a consequence
of carelesstness. the tlest way ot preventing
their appearance is to be scrupulously clean.
W\hen a large mnbler of fowls is kept, it is
almost impossible to keep perfectly free
fromn the nuisance, but at at least mittlers can
be so arranged lhat everything unpleasant
imay be avobided.--London Live Stock Journal.

Marlbo'rough Pudding.-Stew a few apples
landl strain then, add a teacup of butter, a

teacup of .-ugar, a teacup of cream. the juice
of twelve lemons. with the best part of the
grated rind, a little mace, and fiur eggs,
beaten lightly, and to be baked in a rich
paste.

English Buns.-Quarter pound of flour,
half pound of butter, four eggs. one wine-
glass of yeast. oie pinlt of milk, one wine-
glass of brandy and rotsewater mixed, with
a little einnamon and nutmeg. After it is
welF raised add a nl;lf pound of sugar and
six ounces (f flour. Bake in a moderately
hot oveIn.

Lemon Ginger Cake.-Quarter pound of
butter, half pound of sugar, three eggs, one
small cup of milk. the same quantity of mo-
lasses, three atld t quarter poutlds of ilour,
a t aspoontiul of ginger, one of cinlnlmon, a
tablespoonful of saleratus dissolved in the
milk. tile rind of two lemons and the juice
of one. Bake in a quick oven.

Sarprise Loaves.--lix tour ounces of grat-
ed haum with one pountl of mealy potatoes
well beaten till quite light, with two spoon-
fuls of butter, a little cream tand two eggs.
Be calrelutl not to make it too soft. Form
into small loaves or balls, and fry in butter,
a light brown. Serve with a thick, brown,
high-seasonedl gravy ; garnish with parsley.

Notions.--l'ake one pint of flour ann make
into dough, its soft as can be rolled, with
sweet milk, a salt-spoonful of salt, and two
onlllces of blutter attd two omllces of lard.
Roll out into round cakes nine inches in di-
ameter, and of wafer-like thickness. In
baking, do not allow them to brown, but
remove troml the oven while they retain
their whiteness.

Good Toast.--Speaking of toast, compara-
tively thw know what really good toast is.
A hasty singe of one or bothl sides does not
matke toast, nor do thin slices of bread dried
through. Cut shlies of uniform thickness, a
plump one-half or tive-eighths inch ; move
around over a brisk fire, to have all parts
toasted alike; keel) only so near the coals
that the pieces will be heated through when
both sides are well browned. If the slight- -
est point is blackeledl or charred, scrape it
oft, as it will spoil the flavor of the whole.
It covered with an earthen bowl. it will keep
both warm and moist. A clean towel or
napkin will answer if it is at once to go to
the table. But nobody can make good toast
out of poor bread. Stale bread maty be used
for milk roast; sour bread may be improved
by toasting it throughl; heavy bread makes
pour toast. Sweet, liglt bread, only a day
old, or less, makes the best toast.


