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pamae of the post-ofiee to which it hag previously
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BEED the 8oll a8 soon as in condition.

—
Hering wheat should always be sown us
early as possible.

Mogre acres will be sown fu Montana this
season than ever before,

=5 S b e
Farmers must push their work from the
first; it will naver do to be pushed by it.

Lerrucs, radish and cabbage seed shonld
be sown now. COabbage seed may he rown

in boxes.
[

NEaRLY every farmer s widening out his
fences and preparing te cultivate a large
acreage.

e g

Tne Iewa Agricultural College has & de-
partment in which young ladies are taoght
the urt ot cooking.

——— e —a

TaHE gardner should be abroad at the ear-
liest possible moment, a8 we canpot have
early =asses unless the seed is put in the

ground early.
T —————————

THE back-bone of the winter is breken,
and with the exception of a few squalls,
which are wsual in March and April, we
may consider Lthat epring is here.

—_— e ——————

Farvers make a great mistake in allow-
ing their cows to eat frozen petatoes, It
often endangers their lives. Feed them on
gund sonnd vegetables and none other.

i "y

A writer in one of our leading agricul-
tural papers, who had given much attenfion
to the subject, gave the acreage of the en-
tire conntry for the year 1881 atabout 1,100,-
000 weres.

e . o
Farumers are beginning to think of seed-
ing their 1all  plowed lands, and well they
may, for spring wheat should be sown as
800n us the frost i= eut of the ground suffi-
clent to admit of harrowi g,
— . -

Grary put in the ground now will be
ready to germinate and come forth us soou
as the seazon will permit, and will lose noth-
Ing if it does have to lay some days before
the weather is warm encugh to cause it to

come (orth,
— -

A yriexp of 0ora saye we ure mistaken as
to the canse of seabr in potatoes, He, hew-
ever, is unable to give the cause, but says it
results trom successive cropping of potatoes
ou the same land, and recommends change
of land as a remedy. As to the result, and
probably the cure, he is correct. The expe-
riment is worth of trial,

WrrTiNG list weck about the advanbzes
of Missoula connty tor raising swine over
ather sections on account of the great YHan-
tity of eamug that grows there, brings the
sugrgestion of the wilvisability of extending

| the growlh of the plant to other parts of

the country.  The camas grows in damp,
marshy ground and npoy the side of monn-
taing where the soil is rich and moist, 1t is
hard to kill out,and if planted would apraad
rapidly. Tiose intending to ralse swine to
any conslderable extent might make it quite
profitable to secure camas plants and prow
patches of it for them, Thereis oo ques-
tion a& to its value as a feed for hogs, In
fact, it is fleat-rate food tor man, The Flate
head Indians use it extensively, and we are
told it is almost us palatable as the Irish
potato.

: oy, e
A CORRESPONDENT [n the Cultivator and
Country Gentleman gives the result of gome
experiments in growing polatoes: Some
years ago 1 selected some healthy potaroes
that had no gign ot running out, and m:.de
a gelection of the largest and smallest firm
tubers in each lot. [ planted the same hum-
ber of hills of each kind side by side; gave
the game treatment in every particular, ane
in the tall I weiglied the product. There
waus one pound difference in tavor ot the
larre cat potatoes, 1 then selected the lave-
est from  the largest and the smallest from
the smallest, and planted the next season
the same number of hills side by side, with
the same treatment,  In the tall the weisht
of product was one and ove-half pounds in
favor of the small tabers, I continued the
experiment for tive years, selecting the larg-
esl from the largest and the swuallest from
the smallest. Bowetimez one vielded the
best ; semetimes the other; bul the varia-
tion never reached twe pounds. At the epd
of the five years’ experiment there was ome-
half pound in favor of the small tubers.
The experiment comprized ten hills of each.
el T T —
QUESTIONS AND ANBWERSE.

Editor Hushandman :

I subscribe for your paper to get local
news and farming items, I like it very
much, bt one thing I miss that [ have been
used to seeing in an agricultaral paper, and
that is the correspondents’ column—ques-
tions and answers from farmers on subjects
pertaining to farming, stock-raising, ete.
Now, is thia the famlt of the paper or of the
farmers? I think it must be thelatter, 1
think that this part of a paper devoting it-
self to the Interestz of the tarm und garden
s an important one, and especialiy so here
in & new country. New beginners here
eould, through it, get at the experience of
thoae who have been here longer, learn the
differed ways of planting, the Xind and time
to plant and gow different kinds of seed and
grain, It may be a little too late in the sea-
son to stert this thing meving (as it iz al-
most spring), but perhaps some good may
yet be done before it is time to plant, And,
to give it a send off, 1 will suy thut severgl
years azo | heard an essay on petato raising
read betore the Prickly Pear Grange, by a |
by a brother granger. who still lives near |
Helena, (Il pot call his pame,) which [
thought was very fine. 1, for one, would
like to see it in print.

Has there ever been a suceess made with
Dent Corn in Montana east of the Rocky
Mounptuins?

Has any ene in the Territory ever tried
the White Hussian oats; and, if so, with
what success? Quiz.

Axswer.—In reply to the Hrst paragraph
of our correspondent’s letter, we woul state
that we have been running a question asd
answer column for a number of years, giv-
ing plice to all questions when received.
and answering them as far as it was in our
power to do so, Heretolore our farmers
have been cultivaiing new land that pro-
duced abundant crops, which generally seld
at prices so remunerative that they have oot
been taxed with much thonght ag to tarm
management. When our country grows
older and the guestion of preserving the
soil becomes more pereeptible and a greater
exertion is needed to muke profits from the
farm, this department will grow mmore inter-

esting. Farmers will then be more willing

| to give theirexperience, in the hope of guin-
ing the result of the experiments of others,
Lt is not too late in the season to ask ques-
tions. We helieve questions and answers
and results of experiments might be kept
up with profit all the year round. We pub-
lished one excellent article, read before the
Prickly Pear Grange, several years ago, and
will willingly publizh others having merit.

‘We have not seen any Dent Corn growing
in Eustern Montana,

‘White Russian cata have been grown in
Deer Lodge and other counties the paat two
seasons, with good soccess. The stalks
grow large and strong, and the grains are
of gosed size, very solid and heavy.,

—— e E———
GETTING EARLY POTATOES EARLY.

A correspondent in Connecticat who de-
votes his garden groands chiefly to the pro-
duetion of early crops for market, writes to
know it we can name any variety of potato

which he can plant and get in ahead ot his
neighbors, who raise the Early Rose for an
early market sort.

There are varieties clalwed to be a litde
earher than the Early Rese, and egually val-
uable in the other points which muke that
variety =0 popular, but we doubt if there i3
anything yet before the publie which could
be depended upon to excel it in all its good
qualities,

The earliest potato we have ever grown is
Blizs' Eurly Triumph, a very handsome
bright red, roundish potato with sunken
eyes,

[t will mature several days earlier than
the rose, but with us it has never been a
great cropper and the eating quality is var-
iable, sometimes good, but often heavy and
watery.,

It early crops were desired, we would ad-
heré to the Marly Rose, Burly Vermont,
Beanty of Hebron, Clark’s No. 1, or other
well known early variaties, and sndeavor to
get in ahead of neighborsby forcing growths
and mararity. This can be done by several
methoda.

Of eourse wari, early land is indispens-
able. It sbould also be full of fertility.
There is little danger teo he apprehended
from having the land ter early potatoes too
rich, however objectionable it might be for
late warletles. The manure too, fertilizer
used should be in conditien for immediate
use. Green unfermented mannore is too slow
tor early petatoes,

One way to start the plants is to make hot
beds or cold frames in which to give the
yvoung plants aatart. The frames should
nol be filled more than three or fonr weeks
in advance of the usual planting season, nor
should the heat be very stromg. Just a lit-
tle protection from extreme weather is all
that will be required, as the potato will
grow in quite celd weather,

Mike the frames as for the hot bed plant-
ing, except that less mannre should be nged.
A depth of four or six inches of good ma-
nure would be better than a thick body,
which miglt heat violently, Spread s little
soil on top of the manure, to keep the pota-
toes from  direel eontaect with the manure.
Cut the potatoes in one or 1wo eyes, remem-
bering the divections for cutting the seed, as
given in the Farmer of Janvary 27, Lay
the pieces within two inches of each other,
which will give about eight to ten square
inches of 1oom tor each plant, Cover light-
Iy with good soil saud lay ou the zashes,
Ina few days the sprouts will start and
roots will be thrown out.  When the stems |

| appear above the surface, springle over an

inch of geod =oil. This will cover Lhe liitle
weeds and thus you will avoeid the necessity
of weeding by hand. The plants will also
be stronger and wors healthy for this kill-
ing up process. Give plenty of air in all
mild weather, that the plants may be hardy.
When the outside weather becomes warm
enough, the plants must be set in the gar-
den or field where they are to grow,

They may remauin in the beds tili the wps
are from four to six inches high.

When ready to remove. take off the
frames, and with & six-tine maoure fork |
take the plants up and lay them carefully in
a hand barrow, or wagon box, for earrying

plants apar., kecping as much of the soil
and munure attachied to the roots as possi-
ble, and lay in the furrows. A seesnd hand
should follew and draw soil nrond the rowts,
as when selling cabbage or other het-bad
plants. Then with a hoe draw Ap more
soil, and you have a nice patch ot potatoes
all hoed, and perhaps nearly ready to bud,
when your neighbors have but just planted
theirs in the open ground,

If & frosty night is feared, a hoe full of
dirt may be hauled upon the tops, to be re-
moved in the morning by caretul brushing
with the fingers,

This is @ method we have followed many
years, and it has given us potatoes ripe for
digging, from ten days te two weeks before
they could be had by open ground planting,

If the plants are started too earl ¥, 50 that
lew potatoes are formed before transplant-
ing, the crop iz apt to be dwarfed, as the
roots get too large to be disturbed, but if
the plants are but fairly started into growth
80 there shall be no cheok from transplant-
ing, quite tull crops may be expected.

Another good way is to bring the seed
potatoes into a warm room about three
weeks before pladting time. Select small-
sized whole potatoe for planting, place them
in trays made of laths, all with the seed end
up and resting on the stem end. Keep the
Lrays in o strong light by dav, and where
the temperature will favor growth day and
0ight. Wrom the center of the seed end &

single eye will usually send up a Etrong,

stocky sprout, which will have a reddish
green color, shewing the rudiments of roots
and leaves.

When the garden soil is warm and dry
enough to crumble by cultivation, these
sprouted potatees may be planted, carrying
them In the trays and being careful mot te
bruise the sprouts when setting them in the
TOWS, 5

They should be set spront end up, ot

course, and a little earth must be drawn

around and over them. Whin they show
signs of pricking through, an inch more of
earth may be hnuled over them with the
hand hoe, or the land mny be cultivated and
brushed. so as te kill the weeds and hill up
a little.

For a large field the latter method of fore-
ing is to be preferred, as the labor will be
less, and ther: cam be no check to the growth,
We have described these methods in pre-
vious years, but the many new readers will
be glad to learn the detuils of an excellent
method for getting early potatoes early.—

New England Furmer.

to the tield.  Haying the well manmed fows [
all prepared, take up a fork full of the plants |
from the carriage and carefully pull the!

The YPoultry @mg%

CLEAN your ponltry heuses and trest them

tw a tresh coat of whitewash,

—————
Iy you want eggs for breakfast. see to it

that your Lens have nice, new nests in some
secluvded spot, or a dark corner or back room
of your poultry house.

———————————
ANy flack of poultry will lay in the spring,

but one provided with neat, attractive quar-
ters will produce double the amount of eggs
that the ove will which is confined in filthy,

unhealthy and unattractive premises,
—— - —

NECESBITIES IN POULTRY KEEFPING,

The requirements for success with poultry
may be summed up in u few words—make
the fowls comfortable and at hom, satisfed
in every respect. To do this several things
are necessary, and if any of these are lack-
ing, loss will result. These requircments
are a variety ot food (including the grains,
with a little animal and vegetable material
added oceaslonally), enongh to satisfy and
no more, yol sullicient to keep the fowls in
good  condition, avoiding too much fat,
which results frem too much feeding with
corn 3 pure water in constantsupply ; clean,
veell-aired and well-lighted quarters, suff-
eleutly roumy to prevent’ crowding ; avoid-
ing the exiremes of heat and cold 3 allowing
ot no jutrusion upon the hens’ privacy, and
fumilinrizing them with the presence of wal-
tendants 5 thelr nest retired uvd easy of ae-
cessy their roosts also pusy of peeess 3 and a
bed of saud wodgravel 1o werd nad peck
at.,

fage, 'Those mentioned are the necessary
pointz. When understood, eaeh person must
determine for himself how to suit them to
his vircumstances or situation, and the situ-
ation must be such as to allow them all to
be adopted. As with everything else, the
businesz must be understood—at least its
principles, and for a large investment ex-
pericace shouid be added—or dizappoint-
ment will result, the dizappointment pro-
portioned to theextent ef knowledge and its
faithful application,

In securing fowls, discard the nalive sorts,
There is no lack of good breeds to select
frem, and the diflerence between them is
not very great, being much a matter of
fancy. All may be made profitable if the
above requirements are strictly adhered to.
Where desired for special purposes, a few
breeds may be mentioned. The Dorking
stands high for the table, both the young
and the mature bird, and will serve the pur-
pose well where flesh i3 the main object.
The Leghorn furnishes the greatest number
of eggs, For general excellence, not lack-
ing greatly any good point, or largely pos-
sessing any objectionable one, the Houdan

| any.
| breeda, and can be readily obtainea aviea-

will probubly give as much satisfaction ae
These tro pep=i-= —all astablished

sonable prices. Ip soi€Cling birds be care-
tul tn ot cnuse Tree from vermin and disease,

and propagate only from males of pure
blood, never exposing the hrood to cold,
wet weather, or great changes of tempera-
ture, which is hurtful, and when allowed,
strong, healthy chickens eannot be expected.
By carrying eut this treatment, there will
be little danger trom vermin or disease, if
the birds are carefully selected, or eggs se-
cured for hatehing, and the hen house and
its surroundings, as well as the food of the
fowl are kept clean from the start, making
preyention the cure.—Corr. Country Gentle-
.

@fwl Lanselald.

Cold Fish Cakes—Take any kind ef cold
fish, chop very fine, and mix with two-thirds
more mashed potatoes than the guantity of
the fish. Season with ealt and white pepper,
and the gravy used with the fish thes previ-
ous dry. Make it into rolls shaped like rice
croquettes, or into round, flat cakes, dip
them Into rolled cracker crumbs or grated
bread crumbs, and fry in breiling hot drip-
pings or bacon fat. A few slices of bacon,
cut into rquares after the are fried, and laid
upon each cale, will add to their favor,

Molasses Cake.—Take a pound of flour,
rub into it two tablespoonfuls of butter, one
ot lard or beet drippings, and & teaspeonful
of saleratus. Mix with it a dessertspoontul
of ginger, one pound of cinnamon and the
least pineh o} red pepper, Stir a eupful ef
boiling hot water into a cupful of molusses
and half 4 cup of sngar. Mix into a batter
and bake in thin cakes.

Old Bach's Pudding.—Beat up three eggs,
tlavor with essence of lemon and grated nut-
meg, and  add them to four ounces each of
fineiy minced apples, currants, grated bread
erumbs and two ounces of sugar:; mix
thoroughly aud boil ina buttered mould
nearly three hours, Berve with lemon
Balce,

Economical Rice Pudding.—Two large ta-
blespoonfuls ot rice to ove quart of milk,
one small cupful of white sugar, one cup of
ent-up raisins. Let it stand in 8 warm place
three hours and bake one hour. The addi-
tion of one or two eros spoils the pudding,
rendering it firm and Lood,  Four exos and
balf the rice, previou=ly boiled, will make a
aelicious custard, with o few graing of rice
nl the bottom., 3

Dnitation Dwek.—Boil two ounlons until
nearly soft ; then chop them fine and mix
with pleces of stale bread crusts that have
been seaked awhile in cold water or nulk.
Adda little powdered sipe, some pepper
and some salt. Grease & bukiug tin put the
wixtare in, and  strew ever the top some
grated bread aond bits of butter. Bake it
tor half an hour and serve for breakfast, or
a side dish at dinver.

When bolling cabbage, put a slive of salt
pork iu the water and an agreeable flavor is

More might be named with some advan- | given to the cabbage,
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