
i.T:MAllSON TELLS HOW MANAGEMENT
I f Yi NATIIAL FORESTS IS CONTROLLED

eI4sistant Chief of Silviculture Explains to Students of the
S University of Montana How Government Service

wUses Timber--An Interesting Talk.

"The Management of National For-

:,p Timber Land." was the subject
.a lnterestiag lecture delivered yes-

t tmdasy morning before the students of

the Univeresty of Montana by D. T.
M;ason, assistant chief of silviculture
for district No. 1. Mr. Mason spoke
*is follows:

Nearly every time one picks up a
n.ewspaper or magasine these days

,sdme arictle in which the words "for-
Seat eserve' play a part meet the eye.
While it is true that many of the
tore progressive writers have come to
realise that the title "forest reserve"
is no Igoger correct, as applied to the
bodies ' land which are now prop-

, erly termed "national forests," many
writers, and assuredly a large part
of the general public, still regard

"these areas as being "reserves," in
wihich, according to the common no-
tion, immense bodies of timber are
"locked up" from all use. One of the

.,principal objects in changing the des-
ignation from "forest reserve" to "na-

Stlonal fotest" was to give these bodies
of. land their correct name, for they
are not "tforest reserves" in the sense
that the timber belonging to the

.United States inside their boundaries
is Withheld from the use of the gen-
erag public. The timber and other re-
souroes of the forest are, under rea-
sonable regulations, for the conserva-
tive use of these who need them.
The forests are truly "national for-

:.eats." They belong to the whole peo-
pie of the United States, and they are
so managed by the forest service as
to serve the best Iaterests of the own-
ers and the users, as well as the resl-
dents of the forests and the surround-
ing country.

In accordance with the custom of the
,.federal government, pursued consist-
ently for many years, the home-

SbOatides is aided by the forests, from
Sthe resources of which free permits
are granted for the use of timber and
wood. Ranchers, miners, schools,
,hit'obes and co-operative societies are
.alloWed to take timber from the for-
ests for . their own use. There are,

' course, necessary restrictions
plmaced upon the classes of persons
and organisations to which free use
permits for timber are issued, since
the whole object in granting free use
is to aid in the development of the
community by helping those who can-
not afford to buy the material they
need, and who are actually Vy their
personal efforts making homes and

developing the land. Such permits are
issued without delay on application to
the local forest officer, who must, of
course, decide whether or not the
applicant is entitled to a permit. The
amount which may be taken in this
manner in any one year is limited to
material valued at not more than $20
for individuals and $100 for schools,
churches and pon-commercial co-oper-
ative organizations, unless the cir-
cumstances in the particular case are
exceptionally and beculiarly deserving.
In such cases the supervisor's or dis-
trict forester's approval must be se-
cured. The method of handling tim-
ber outained ii this manler is subject
to the same rules that apply to tim-
ber sales-that is, green timber must
be marked for cutting, the brush must
be disposed of properly, etc. During
the past year on all of the national
forests, approximately, 31,000 free use
permits were granted for $168,000 worth
of materiA t

The United states government is
one of the largest timber merchants in
the world. Many people have ob-
jected to the government going into
,the timber business, on the grounds
that such action Is overdrawn pater-
nalism. The work of the forest serv-
ice is of a paternal nature, but no
more so than the reclamation service
in constructing irrigation works, the
treasury department in establishing
light houses, or the war department in
improving harbors. Much of the work
of the forest service is of such a
character that it cannot profitably be
carried on by any individual, and
must, therefore, if undertaken at all,
be handled by the peo'nle as a whole,
through their agents. Since the bene-
ficial effects of forested watersheds
in regulating stream flow are felt at a
distance from the timbered sources of
the streams, private owners can
scarcely be expected to take any in-
terest in maintaining protection of the
forests for the benefit of some other
individual miles away. Private indi-
viduals and corporations, under the
present system of taxing annually the
timber crop which may be harvested
only once in a century, cannot afford
to hold land to be used continuously
for forest purposes. If, under the
present discouraging system, the tim-
ber supply of the country is to be re-
plenished as fast as the timber is used,
the work must be done either by the
state or federal government, which are
not hampered by the methods of taxa-
tion now in vogue.

The sale of timber from the national
forests is of advantage to both the
forest user and the forest owner. If
the timber of the forests could not
be obtained by sale, if it were really-
as many people think-locked up from
all use, the government would be help-
ing the big lumber companies to es-
tablish monopolies which would tend
to crowd the small mill man out of
business, and timber which is actually
needed would be withheld from use.
On the other hand, the owners of the
forests, i. e., the whole people of the
United States, are benefited by the
sales of timber, because the sales are
conducted as strictly commercial
propositions, and serve to furnish a re-
turn to the people for their invest-
ment in the national forests. The
sales are made and conducted in such
a way that the condition of the forest

ha which they are made is actually im-
piloved by the removal of such timber
as s cut.

Timber sales are divided into three
d4etinct classes. The first includes'
sas made by the rangers of small
aii i&ts of timber valued at not more
than 360, which are made, approved
am conducted with no more delay than
is necessary to estimate the timber
and mark it for cutting. The next
class, including those sales which must
be.approved by the forest supervisor,
involve amounts of timber worth more
than $i.. but not more than the super-

visor has been authorized to sell. The
third class of sales inclurl.s those
which involve timber in greater
amounts than the supervisor ie author-
Ised to sell, and whlcn must be ap-
proved by the district forestor. If a
sale amounts to $100 or more the tim-
ber must be advertised, in complial.ce
with the law, for a period of not less
than 30 days.

The best way to give . definite idea
of what a timber sale is like, is prob-
ably to discuss briefly a hypotheticra
case. Suppose John Brown, on the Bit-
ter Root, owns a small sawmill. Since
he has finished cutting all the timber
on his own land, he must now go out
of the sawmill business, buy privately
owned timber or buy timber from the
government. He does not care to dis-
pose of his sawmill business; he has
only a small amount of capital at his
command, and he cannot afford to
make the investment necessary to get
control of a tract of privately owned
timber, even if there Is an, for sale
at a reasonable price, so his next move
is to see what the government can do
for him. He consults Forest Ranger
Smith and finds that there is a body
of mature timber on Lost Horse creek
in which it is desirable that cutting
be done for the sake of improving the
stand.

In company with Ranger Smith,
Btrown goes to look at the Lost Horse
creek timber. He finds there a stand
that includes many merchantable dead
and more or less defective trees which
are now quite ripe and have practi-
cally stopped growing. There are also
many middle-aged trees which are now
merchantable, although still growing
thriftily. When it is explained that
only mature and over-mature trees
will be marked for cutting, Brown is
somewhat doulStful at first, but he is
satisfied when he sees that such trees
form the greater part of the merchant-
able stand.

Brown knows that if the sale is
made to him he will be allowed to
settle for the timber in small pay-
ments in advance of cutting as the
sale goes along, and that no large,
long-time investment is necessary. He
knows that the timber which he buys
will not be subject to taxes, as woull
timber land which he might secure
fromh a private owner. He has the fur-
tiher great advantage in having the
government own the timber until lihe
has actually cut it, so that any fire
loss which may cdme about through
some unforeseen accident during the
sale will be the lose of the govern-
ment and not his personal loss. In
consideration of these 'poits, national
forest timber has a higher reiativ'
value to a logger than on pat,nted
land.

After due consideration IBrown do-
cldes that he wants tiA buy 1,000,000
feet of the timber on Lost Horse creek
to cut for the local market. He does
not want to saw all of this timber
in one year, but wants three years in
which to remove it. He sends to the
ranger his formal application for the
timber, which is based on the points
already discussed with Itanger Smith,
and is approximately in the form
which the final contract will take if
tile sale is approved. Smith transmits
Brown's application to the supervisor
with a full report on the species, con-
dition, size, amount and location of
the timber, topography of-the area and
surrounding country, the cost of mar-
keting the timber, the possibility of
utilizing the tops for cordwood, and
other points bearing on the sale, with
recommendations in regard to the
price and special terms under which
the sale should be made. The report
shows, among other things, that the
timber applied for is only about one-
sixth of all the timber on the Lost
Horse creek watershed. It recommends
that this be considered the first of a
series of small sales which will in turn
remove the ripe timber from the vari-
ous portions of the watershed until
finally the whole has been cut over
in about 20 years. The report goes on
to state that if the watershed is han-
dled In this way, the area cut over in
the first sale will, through the growth
of the middle-aged timber left on it,
be ready 20 years from now for the
sale of the timber then ripe. In this
way the whole watershed of the creek
may be worked over again and again
in the indefinite future. The report is
really a brief, tentative working p'cn.
Accompanying the report I" a map
which shows clearly that the timber
recommended for sale to Brown in-
cludes the whole of a natural logging
unit-one of the branches of the main
creek, and that no timber will he ren-
dered relatively inaccessible by the re-
moval of that mentioned in too ,lppil-
cation. The supervisor, after review-
ing the papers carefully, and adding
his recommendations, forwards thoen
to the district forester ftr tinnl ap-
proval. If the sale is ap 'roved. the
timber is advertised for Sj days. At
the end of that time the bids are
opened, and if Brown is thi highest
bidder the sale is awarded to him.

As soon as tihe formal contract is
executed, Brown is at liberty t. b,•in
operations. Of cwurse, it is necessary
before cutting begins on tile area, to
have the trees ma-kecl so that the fal-
lers will know just which ones are to
be cut and which are tc be left. 'Ph?
marking is the most inmp.ttant w)rk
in connection with any sale, since on
it depends on the nature of the future
stand. Fifty years fromr, now, when all
other considerations in connection with
the sale become insignificant, it will
be important to find that the original
marking on the Brown sale was done
correctly in accordance with the prin-
ciples of silviculture.

The work of actually designating the
trees for cutting is, In important sales,
and in the small ones also, as far as
possible, done by men who have re-
ceived technical training in tile princi-
ples of forestry. The object of the
marking Is to leave the stand in the
best possible condition silviculturally.
This means that dead, defective and
suppressed trees must be cut; the
species of greater economic value must
be favored under those of less value,
so that the reproduction which comes
about after the cutting will contain a
higher percentage of the more valua-
ble species than does the present
stand. The marking should leave on
the ground not only enough trees to

seed the area .thoroughly, but also
enough to form the basis of a second
cut within a reasonable length of time,
when timber will be much scarcer and
more in demand than it is now. The
stand must not be left so open that
the wind will bring down the trees left
for seed. On the other hand there
must; of course, be enough timber
designated for cutting to furnish the
lumberman with an amount sufficient
to make operation economical and
profitable. There must be enough tim-
ber left on the area to protect the
watershed satlsfactorily, since irriga-
tion interests are very largely depen-
dent on the forests which act as reser-
voirs on the headwaters of the streams
furnishing the water supply.

With :Ill these many oppciing forces
to harmonize, the man actually doing
the marking has no easy task. How-
ever, by carefully studying each tree
and each group of trees as the work
proceeds. he usaully gets very good
results, so that the lumberman gets
the larger trees, which, of course, are
the ones he wants most for saw logs,
the more numerous smaller trees are
left to protect the watershed, and
many medium-sized trees, although
merchantable now, are left to seed up
the openings, and, since they are the
ones which are growing most thriftily,
are the beat to leave as the basis for
the next crop.

In the original examination of the
area at the time the timber is esti-
mated, the forest officer has observed
many points which require attention
in the form of formal contract. The
size of the timber and the nature of
the ground indicate to him to what
height the stumps may be economically
cut by the purchaser, while at the
same time the maximum amount of
timber is secured from each tree. He
also determines from the character of
the trees themselves to what diameter
in the top they may best be utilized.
He also makes observatlons which
show him what method should be used
in disposing of the limbs, tops and
other debris which will result from the
cutting.

Next to the marking, it is most im-
portant to secure close utilization of
all of the timber cut. In the old days
when stumpage was worth practically
nothing at all-that is, timber was so
abundant that it was valueless in the
standing tree-the value of lumber de-
pended only on the work of manufac-
turing it from the standing timber, and
the logger could afford to take only
the very best from each tree. He could
not take particular .pains to cut low
stumps or to utilize the second-class
material in the limby tops. He woul"
take only a few logs from the limbless
portion of the trunk of the tree, and
leave the rest to rot in the woods.

While the milling end of the lumber
Industry has been developed to a re-
markable degree, so that the propor-
tion of m'archantable timber which
actually reaches a good mill that is
wasted in sawdust, slabs and trim-
mings, has been reduced to a mini-
mum, a corresponding improvement is
not generally found in the logging end
of the business. As long as the lum-
berman has )con able to obtain che:l.
logs, he has paid comparatively little
attention to the waste in the woods. If
a logging foreman can get the logs
from the stump to the mill at a low
rate per 1,000 feet, he is usually more
favored than the foren.nll lil, is •iior
careful in the woods, and whose logs
consuliuently cost mu, c at the mill.
For many years the loggers hive been
left practically to their own devices,
so long as they put in the logs at a
low price; and, naturally, since the
woods foremten do not themselves own
the standing timber, they care little
whether the stumps are cut high or
low, or whether every merchantable
log is taken from the tops. So they
arc apt to let their choppers suilt their
o ia convenience in regard to cutting
low stumps, and going high in the
tops. The result is that since it is
easier to spend the day sawing trees
waist high, that the lumberjack does
not, of his own free will, bend his back
to cut them lower. The custom of al-
lowing the fallers to cut the stun.p
wherever they ploese has been cb-
served so long by most companies,
that it is extremely difficult to per-
suade the logger than he can, by con-
stant supervision of the sork, get :te
falters to cut stumps of .uch a height
that the tree will be fully utilized. The
forest service, however, In sales of
government timber, insist that the
stumps be cut low enough to insure a

se.asontoly close utllizatlon, anti that
all merchantable material be taken
from the tops. These regulations are
at first somewhat troublesome to log-.
gers, since closer supervision of their
men Is required, but as soon as the re-
quirements are fully understood the
lumbermen are quite willing to comply
with them. In many cases the prac-
tice of close utilization In cutting
government timber leads lumbermen
to do similar work on their own land.

The payments in timber sales are
made strictly in advance of cutting,
and the amount for which payment is
made is determined by a careful scale
of the actual merchantable contents of
each log, pile of cordwood or other
material, so that the mtrchant pays
only for what he actually gets-no
more and no less.

After the cutting Is completed, it
is of the utmost importance that, the
proper trees having been cut irrm the
stand, the brush on the area be so
sandled that it will not form a fire
trap as a menace to the remailing
timber. The worst feature of logging,
as conducted in an ordinary opera-
tion on private land, is not the waste
of sound material in high stumps and
long tops, but rather in the condition
in which the area is left after logging
is completed. Usually the tops, limnbs
and other debris is left wherever it
happens to fall. Then the chances are
extremely good that a fire will get into
the old cuttings within a year or two
after the loggers have finished their
work. The fire trap is perfect, and
the hot fire which it makes absolutely
kills all the green timber which the
logger has left as unmerchantblo, as
well as burning off the duff and hu-
mus which is an esential forest con-
dition for the starting and rapid
growth of many species of young trees.
Through this sort of work, the forest
possibilities of enormous areas have
been reduced to zero, where a little
careful work, although somewhat more
expensive, would leave much young
merchantable timber to seed up the
area and to form the basis of a fu-
ture crop. The fires which start in the
slash frequently get under such head-
way that they develop into extremely
bad crown fires, cleaning up large
areas of merchantable timber. That
the more progressive lumbermen fully
realize the danger and waste in leav-
ing bad slashings on cut-over areas
is fully shown by the action taken at
a meeting of prominent lumbermen of
Idaho, Washington and Oregon, held
at Spokane early this month. At this

meeting it was unanimously agreed
that the states should pass laws mak-
ing proper brush disposal compulsory.
It is now up to the state legislatures,
for it is obviously impossible to ex-
pect a lumberman on his own Initia-
tive to add 50 cents per 1,000 feet, say,
to the lost of his logging to provide
for proper brush disposal, when his
competitor is leaving a dangerous
slash.

On national forest sales the brush
is always so handled that the fire dan-
ger is reduced to a minimum. The
actual work of disposing of the debris
must, of course, vary with the nature
of the stand and the objects to be at-
tained. In dense stands where the
timber is easily affected by fire, and
where there is little danger from L.
slon, the brush is piled and burned at
some safe season of the year, fre-
quently when the piles are covered
with snow, so that no damage will re-
suit to the remaining stand. In every
open stand of timber where the fire
danger is slight, such as in yellovs
pine, where it occurs in arid regions,
the brush is merely piled without
burning it, since under such conditions
it is an advantage to keep the brush
on the ground for the benefit of th"
shade where the rather open piles will
lend to seedlings in their first few
years.

In view of previous statements in
this paper in regard to taxation, it is
interesting to see whether or not the
state is receiving anything from the
national forests to take the place of
the taxes which might be collected if
the forest land had passed into the
hands of private individuals. The
Deer Lodge national forest has an
area of approximately 1,000,000 acres
of government land in Deer Lodge,
Silver Bow, Jefferson and Granite
counties. This land, if taxable, would
produce a revenue for the counties and
state of about $32,500 annually. Dur-
ing the past six months $47,186.82
worth of timber was cut and scaled
on the Deer Lodge. Of this amount,
25 per cent will be paid to the state,
to be divided among the four counties
to use for school and road purposes.
At this rate the sale of timber alone
is bringing to the state $23,500 an-
nually from this one national forest.
This does not, of course, include the
additional receipts for grazing and spe-
cial uses. In other words, the Deer
Lodge national forest, which has been
under administration now for less than
two and one-half years, is already
producing the counties in which it is
located more than seven-tenths of the
revenue which could be collected as
taxes if the land were owned pri-
vately. Furthermore, it must be borne
in mind that the taxes secured from
rough timber land of this character,
if privately owned, would constantly
tend to become less as the forests were
cut off without provision for regenera-
tion or protection from fires. On the
other hand, the receipts from timber
sales and other sources of revenue,
will, under the management of the for-
est service, constantly increase with
the advance in stumpage prices, with
the full utilization of the annual
growth of the forest and with the
planting of areas now barren of trees.

It is firmly believed that this na-
tional forest will, within a few years,
be producing for the state a larger
money return than would the same
land if subject to taxation. And, fln-
ally, it must he remembered that the
financlal benefits are almost insignii-
cant compared with the benefits se-
cured to the community by the guar-
antee of a perpetual, though limited,
timber supply, and by the protection
afforded Irrigation interests' through
the maintenance of the mountain for-
ests.

A CONFESSION.

There is a department in the Ameri-
can Magazine which grows more and
more interesting every month. It is
called "The Pilgrim's Scrip," and it is
made up of letters, comments and con-
fessions from readers of the maga-
zine. Really extraordinary things ap-
pear in it from time to time-letters
that fairly strip the hearts of the
writers bear-as, for example, the fol-'
lowing confession of a tramp, written
in verse:

We huddled in the mission,
For it was cold outside,

An' listened to the preacher
Tell of the Crucified;

Without, a sleety drizzle
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Cut deep each ragged form,
An' so we stood the talkin'

For shelter from the storm.
They sang of God an' angels
An' things I stopped believin'

An' heav'n's eternal joy,
When I was yet a boy;

They spoke of good and evil
An' offered savin' grace-

An' some showed love for mankind
A-shinln' in the face;

But some their graft was workin'
Th' same as me an' you,

But most was urgin' on us
What they believed was true.

We sank an' dozed, an' listened,
But only feared, us men,

The hour, when service over,
We'd have to mooch again

An' walk the icy pavements,
An' breast the snowstorm gray,

Till the saloons were opened
An' there was hints of day;

So when they called out "sinner,
Won't you come?" I came,

But in my face was pallor,
An' in my heart was shame-

An' so, fergive me, Jesus,
For mockin' of Thy name;

For I was cold an' hungry-
They gave me grub an' bed

After I kneeled there with them
An' many prayers were said.

An' so, fergive me, Jesus,
I didn't mean no harm
An' outside it was zero,
An' inside it was warm.

Yes! I was cold an' hungry,
An' oh, thou Crucilfed,

Thou friend of all the lowly,
Fergive the lie I lied.
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It is the morning of April 12, 1861, a day destined to be fraught
with action, the result of which would cause the greatest civil strife
the world has ever known.

A ball is in progress at the winter home of the Ellinghams, a Vir-
ginia family noted for its hospitality and famed for its patriotism and
wealth since early Colonial days. Robert Ellingham and Captain Ker-
chival West had been classmates at West Point and are now both offi-
cers in Colonel Thoburn's regiment of the U. S. Regular Army stationed
at Charleston. Beauregard had already sent his famous message to
Major Anderson, "I shall open fire in one hour," and the inhabitants of
Charleston had gathered in the gray twilight of the morning to witness
the bombardment.

As our story opens Ellingham and West are discussing the proba-
bility of war. Ellingham, a hot, impetuous Southerner, has just re-
marked that if war does come he will join the Confederacy, to which
West quietly answers; "I hope to God, Robert, we may never meet in
battle." Their Colonel arrives with an order from Washington com-
manding all officers who are to prove loyal to the government to report
to Colonel Lyon at St. Louis and dismemberment of the regiment begins.

Robert's beautiful sister, Gertrude, is in love with Robert's friend,
Kerchival West, but West has a rival. Edward Thornton, a dissolute
resident of Charleston and a rabid Secessionist, is also in love with
Gertrude and during the opening scene he attempts to force his atten-
tions on the distracted girl. She repulses him and he, becoming en-
raged, so far forgets himself as to take her in his arms, saying, "If it
was the Northern soldier, West, who held you I suppose you would not
object." West enters the room and overhears the remark. "Excuse
me, Miss Ellingham, if you will kindly retire I think I can answer Mr.
Thornton's remark to his entire satisfaction." The girl, know-
ing Thornton's reputation, leaves the room in fear and trepidation, and
as she disappears Thornton turns to leave. He is halted by the cool
voice of West. "Mr. Thornton, you are a contemptible coward."
Words such as these to a man of Thornton's nature can lead to but one
result, a duel, and he turns to West and strikes him in the face with
his heavy riding glove. Before the affair can go farther several of
the male guests enter the room and separate the rivals. A duel is quick-
ly arranged, and Gertrude, seeing Thornton and his friends leave the
house, returns to Kerchival to express her regrets. "Miss Ellingham,
I may never see you again, for, as you know, my duty will call me to
the defense of the Union, while you will no doubt return to your home
in the Shenandoah Valley. But before we part I must tell you that I
Jove you and always shall. If I live may I return to you after the
war is over? Can I ever hope to win your love?'' The brave girl, placed
between love and duty, hesitates. At that moment there is the sullen
boom of a distant gun, a slow, bright line of fire in the sky-Beaure-
gard has kept his word. A shell breaks upon the fort, Major Anderson
opens fire on the shore batteries, and the inevitable has happened-war
with all its horrors has come to the American people. The girl de-
cides. "No, no. I am a Southern woman. We are enemies." She
sinks sobbing to her knees. West turns despairing from the woman he
loves to go and avenge the insult Thornton has offered her.

Our next scene shows the Botanical Gardens at Charleston, where the
duel takes place. Thornton is wounded, but not seriously, and West
generously offers his hand in pardon. "No, damn you, we will meet
again. You have marked me for life, but my turn will come."

IN THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY, OCTOBER 19, 1864.
Four years later our next scene opens at the home of the Ellinghams,

12 miles from Winchester. A regiment of Union cavalry, under the
command of Colonel Kerchival West, are quartered on the Ellingham
plantation. A scout, disguised as an aged farmer, steals up to the gate
and leaves two letters for Gertrude. One a secret dispatch addressed
to Captain Edward Thornton of the Confederate Secret Service, which
she is asked to deliver and which she determines tO do. The other is
from her friend, Miss Thoburn, at Washington, telling Gertrude of
West's assignment to duty in the Valley and wondering if she and West
will meet. "You know, Gertrude. you told me in Charleston that you
loved him."

A meeting between the lovers follows. Then we see the brave girl
deliver the dispatch to Thornton, only to be arrested with him and
brought back to face Colonel West as prisoners of war. The
girl is paroled but Thornton is searched and the dispatch found ipon
him. Realizing that his fate is sealed he determines to avenge himself
upon West. Seizing a drawn saber from one of the guards, he slashes
at West, slightly wounding him, then makes a dash for freedom. He
is, followed by Sergeant Barket, West's favorite orderly, and shot by
him just as we see a detachment of Confederate cavalry charge and
capture a Union battery. This is one of the most thrilling reproduc-
tions of grim visaged wir ever produced in motion pictures.

Our next six scenes reproduce in rapid succession historical inci-
dents of one of the world's greatest battles.

General Jubal Early, in command of the Confederate forces in the
Shenandoah Valley, learns through his secret service that Sheridan is
away from his army, having been called to Washington. He quickly
decides to surpirse the Union forces on Cedar Creek. Their leader be-
ing away will render them easy prey, and so it proves. Thlrburn's
position, on the extreme right, is attacked just at daylight. The sur-
prise is complete. His position is turned in an instant, and 'within
two hours from the firing of the first shot Sheridan's entire magnificent
army is streaming back on the pike towards Winchester. Sheridan has,
however, returned, and stopped over night at Winchester Tavern. As
he finishes his breakfast a scout from Custer's cavalry rides up with
the intelligence that there is heavy firing in the direction of Cedar
Creek, and Sheridan starts on his famous ride, destined to be an
epoch-making event in American history. We see Sheridan and his en-
tire staff, with foam-flecked horses, drawing nearer and nearer to the
scene of battle. At last they reach a mass of stragglers, who, wound-
ed and bleeding, are struggling to the rear.

Pond, in his history of the Civil War, thus tersely describes the ef-
fect of Sheridan's ride:

"Far, far in the rear was heard cheer after cheer. 'Reinforcements
are coming,' flies from lip to lip among the retreating soldiers. Not re-
inforcements but a host. General Phil Sheridan, the most beloved lead-
er of men our great war produced."

"Turn back, boys, we'll lick 'em yet," he yelled as he dashed by,
and his potent personality turned defeat to victory, for every soldier
able to handle a gup followed little Phil. Quick, sharp, decisive or-
ders. Mounted office's flying here and there with them soon brought
order out of chaos, and the Confederate forces who, two hours before
were streaming over the battlefield of Cedar Creek a conquering legion,
found themselves face to face with a foe reformed into a victorious, un-
conquerable army, and all this the result for man's love for leadership.

The confidence of the Army of the Potomac in Phil Sheridan amount-
ed to an absolute belief in his infallibility. He was their hero, and with
him to lead them not a man in the army believed there was such a word
as fall.

AFTER THE BATTLE,
Our next scene, "After the Battle," finds a hospital corps, under a

white flag, sent by General Thoburn at the request of Miss Ellingham,
to search for the body of Colonel Kerchival West. No words of ours
will help this scene. Its action truly speaks louder than words.

We next see the wounded colonel in an old church which has been
converted into a hospital, there being nursed back to health and
strength by his Southern sweetheart. Love, the great conqueror, has
wiped out sectional feeling, and her woman's heart belongs to her
lover and not to her country.

Six months later peace has been declared and Gertrude and Kerchival
are united. The war is over and they are now preparing to leave for
General Thoburn's home in Washington.

LIVING THE BATTLE OVER-TH E REUNION.
We are then privileged to witness a scene which, in 1865, was being

enacted in almost every city in this great country-the bringing to-
gether of the living members of the disrupted families. Our old ser-
geant has called to pay his respects to his colonel, and is at once asked
to again rehearse for them the stirring scenes of the battle of Cedar
Creek, and to tell them where he last saw the missing colonel-Kerchi-
val West. Barket sets up a battery of teacups and lays out the mimic
battlefield for the guests. But in his excitement at the recollection of
General Sheridan's arrival he sweeps over the teacup battery like a
whirlwind, much to the disgust of old Margery, the guardian of the chi-
na. "Never mind, Barket," laughs the general. "Tell us where you last
saw Colonel West." "The standard bearer of the battery fell forward
pierced by a bullet, a wounded soldier without coat or hat and mounted
on a swift, black horse spurred by the battery. It was Colonel West, and
leaning forward he swept Old Glory from her lowly position and, fol-
lowed by a hail of Confederate bullets, I saw him disappear behind a
little schoolhouse right about there." (Pointing with his cane.) A lady
reached over his shoulder and, taking the cane from his trembling hand
corrects: "No, Barket, not over there, but over hqre at the little church
where we were married this morning." And the happy guests turn to
find Colonel West and his pretty Virginia wife standing clasped in each
other's arms.

Don't fail to witness this great war play. One of the leading dra-
matio works of the age. You may never have another opportunity like
this one. 8hown Saturday night to a late hour.


