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PASSING EVENTS

Flrer•ay's second week possessed
little of the midwinter dullness which
genetally characterises it and the
third week gives promise of being
more than ordinarily active. The ap-
proaeb of the end of the Roosevelt
administration with the desire on the
part of the president to dispose of
some matters that are pending is ac-
countable for the liveliness in national
affairs and in Montana the legislature
with Its two or three important prob-
lems is making as much fuss as if It
had more business on hand. In the
country at large there is reported an
improvement in business conditions
and Montana, as a whole, has not fared
badly this winter in industrial and
commercial matters; the railways re-
port an increasing business and are,
in the west, already making their ar-
rangements for the inauguration at
an early date of the movement of the
throngs of homeseekers. Freight busi-
ness is good and orders for cars are
being placel to an extent that is a
sure Indication of further business im-
provement. Locally, the stir of spring
is felt in building lines and the sales
of real estate indicate a lively year;
there is good ground for the expecta-
tion that is held for the best season
that Missoula has ever known. There
is not yet any manifestation of con-
cern about the municipal election,
whatever expression of opinion there
has been in this matter has been to
the effect that the best thing to do Is
to arrange a non-partisan campaign
and election.

THE TUNNEL OPENING-Of sur-
passing interest In the western Mon-
tana field during the week, was the
opening of the St. Paul pass tunnel
on the Chicago, Milwaukee & Puget
Bound line. This event, moreover, had
more than a local significance; the
tunnel has interested engineering cir-
oles all over the country for two years
and its successful completion was a
matter in which there was more than
local concern. The completion of the
work was so thoroughly successful
that the event was without striking
incident; the last few feet of the rock
was penetrated with almost as little
concern as the first yard had been; it
was merely the further development
of plans that had been carefully
made and thoroughly carried out.
But to us laymen, the event was more
than ordinarily significant: Montana
is a record-making state; from its be-
ginning, it has been a state of great
achievement and the figures that rep-
resent its resources and its contribu-
tion to the world's wealth are always
at or near the head of the column.
On this account, Montanans are proud
of the fact that a world record was
made in boring the 't. Paul tunnel;
that it was the Montana crew that
broke through the last ground and
that this same Montana crew had dug
considerably more than half the tun-
nel. The congratulations which have
been extended to the builders of this
splendid piece of engineering are
merited.

VALE POOLROOM-For a little
while it seemed as if the strife be-
tween the senate and the house at
Helena would result in the defeat of
any poolroom bill that might be pro-
posed; but the closing days of the
week brought a change in conditions
that showed a disposition on the part
of the lawmakers to forget politics for
a moment in the consideration of the
affairs of the state. A new poolroom
bill bas passed both branches of the
legislature and we are assured that
Governor Norris will sign the measure
Monday and make it a law. Much
has been spoken and mritten upon the
sUblect of the poolroom this winter:
practically all of the discussion has
benoe against the continuance in Mon-
tana of this evil; it seemed strange
that the overwhelming public senti-
ment in favor of the suppression of
the poolroom should be disregarded:
it neveinoed that the legislature Is not
as thick-skinned as It seemed at first
and the poolroom is to go. The law-
makers have done their duty-if their
new law stands fire.

A LINCOLN HOLIDAY-Another
ocaslme•qdable act of the legislature was
ie ariesa of a legal holiday in mem-

at Linaola; it was tardy action,
Sbut it was effective and the

Ssa !isi iated aongst those which
ipy this trlbute to the great president.

The action of the Montana legislature
in this matter was coincident with the
work of congress along the samte line
and the proclamation of Governor

Wirris Was simultaneous with that of
Ptesident Roosevelt which declared a
holiday in the territories. We do not
have so many holidays in this country
that the creation of a i.incoln day will
,seriously interfere with business and
the honor is the least recognition that
the country can pay to the man whose
name the new holiday hears.

THE RED APPLE-The frultgrow-
ers had their inning dur'ng the week
In the most successful session bv,.r
held by the horticultural society. Th a
meetings took a practical turn from
the start and out of the deliberations
of the society came two important
suggestions for good. The first of
these related to the proper inspection
of orchards and fruit; whatever means
may be decided upon to bring about
proper inspection will be warranted
if iley bring the result that is sought.
In their efforts to secure this thorough
Inspection, the frultgrowers deserve
the support of the members of the
legislature and the latter should be
willing to listen to the suggestions of
practical men. The second matter of
importance was the proposal of t-
plan to hold a Montana apple she
this will receive earhest support and
cordial indorsement.

QUIETING DOWN-It has been
gratifying during the week to note
that the violence In cqngresslonal cir-
cles in the attitude of the lawmakers
-some of them-towards the presi-

dent has abated. Possibly It is a lull
that presages another stormy out-
break; but there are indications that
congress is coming around to see it-
self as others see it and that the as-
pect is as displeasing to the congress-
men themselves as it is to others. In
the noisy contest that was waged be-
tween the White House and the capi-
tol for awhile, the president has, seem-
ingly, come off first best. He has
irrituted congress by his blunt state-
ments, but he has, all along, had the
documents to make good his asser-
tions. If the congressmen urge fur-
ther proof there is little doubt that
the president will be able to furnish
it. President Roosevelt has rendered
his country distinguished service in
many directions during his occupancy
of the executive chair; he will live in
history as one of the really great pres-
Idents. The fact that his term has
but a few weeks remaining has led
some of the disgruntled politicians to
attack him; their attacks will be for-
gotten in a short time; the achieve-
monts of Roosevelt will be remem-
bered as long as there is American
history. No man of Roosevelt's

strength and marked individuality
could accomplish what he has without
making enemies; when you look over
the list of names in the catalogue of
those who have assailed him, you un-
derstand why it Is that he wins. He

has won repeatedly and he will win
every time men of this stamp attack
him.

RAINEY'$ FOUNT-The source of
the allegations which Mr. Rainey
hurled at the executive in connection
with his denunciation of the Panama
canal deal Is, according to the state.
ment of Representative Lovering
made in the house Friday, known to
those who are prosecuting the case
of alleged libel against the New York
World and others. Mr. Lovering as-
sorts that Mr. Rainey was loaded from
the World's magazine, which in turn
was supplied by "ex-convicts." This
much information is vouchsafed us
prior to the revelation of the findings
of the grand juries which are inves-
tigating this matter. In the minds of
those who have followed the case,
there can be no doubt of the unreason-
ableness and the falsity of the ac-
cusations which have been made

against Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Taft
in the Panama matter. The absurdity
of the charges discredited them from
the first, but it is good to know that
the originators of the calumnies have
been ferreted out. That Rainey should
have been beguiled into making such
statements as he did without better
authority is strange. But he is being
shown up and for that we are glad.

ALL RIGHT-Now we have Mr.
Taft's word for it that conditions are
good in the canal work; that the pro-
gress is satisfactory and that the big
ditch will be completed while Mr.
Taft is yet in office. The country
will take Mr. Taft's word for it in
preference to the statement of any
other man who has spoken in relation
to canal matters lately. He knows
what he is talking about and that is a
good deal to start with; Rainey and
his associates didn't know what they
were talking about; that's certain.
But, aside from consideration of this
controversy, it is good to know that
the canal is in good shape and that
the alarmist stories have been un-
founded. We shall await Mr. Taft's
further statement in this regard with
interest.

ELECTED-Mr. Taft got home from
Panama just in time to learn of his
election to the presidency; the elec-
tion took place last Wednesday. Vice
President Fairbanks having rounded
up Charles Warren and the other
mavericks amongst the messengers,
he wal able to pull off the formal
balloting on schedule time. The votes
of the states were counted and it was
found that Taft and Sherman had been
splendidly elected. Montana's vote
was counted with the others; General
Warren finally made good and the lit-
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UC'ID reigns every day--but on
St. Valentine's day he reigns
surreme. Of all the holidays

in tIn year, the fourteenth of Feb-
Suary is the only one set apart on

which to make obilsa;nce to thei mis-
chlie'ius, adorable little son of Venus.
Not that the troublesolme elf needs
a day for his very own, or that he
apl.ret lutes the honor, especially, for
he well knows that every day is his
own, that his arrows fly just as true
and as straight on one day as on the
other and that all men and all wo-
lnn of all ages have bowed to him

and obeyed-always.
hut on St. Valentine's day the spirit

of love is recognized more openly than
at other times. The little winged god,
ordained the Clod of Love by the Ro-
mans, and held in high esteem among
their host of deities, sends his ar-
rows broadcast. They lurk in dainty
missives of tilseled lace paper val-
entines, that keep the pIostmen busy
delivering them. They hide in the
petals of violets and roses and the
sweetest of floral tributes to Milady
Fair from her adorer. They go
through the land and leave in their
wake happiness and heartease or dis-

lappointment and rue. And lovers
await them, expect them, welcome
them.

In Our Own Country.
The celebration of the day in cur

own country is so well known that it
scarcely needs setting forth. The
custom o0 sending one's valentines
anotnymously, however, seems to be
largely confined to the English rpeak-
ing people. And the mushroom
growth of the so-called comic valen-
tines, horrible distortions of even
clodhopper humor, is distinctly Amer-
Iean. St. Valentine, It he be the one
responsible for the day, could scarce-
ly have countenanced such things as
thesr. Our ,elebration is more a per-
sonal one to the individual than a
collective one mn which a iumber can
get together and celebrate shnultan-
scously. In fact. the sender of a val-
entine nowadays does it almost like
the proverbial thief in the night.

In the Churchyard.
In I'erbyshile, Lngland, when a

love-!orl lass, who is not afraid of the
dark and supernatural, wants to find
out what her future lord and master
looks\like, she goes into the church-
yard at midnight of St. Valentine's
eve and, as the clock strikes 12, com-
mences running around the church
and repeating without intermission:

"I sow hemnpseed, hempsoed I sow,
he that loves me best
Come after .ne now."
-laving made the circuit of the

cihurch 12 times, repeating all the

tie joke at his expense was not so
heavy a drain upon his purse as he
thought at one time it might be.
General Warren forgot his credentials,
to add to the discomfort of his posi-
tion, but when the votes were counted
he found that, with all his shortcom-
ings, he was in better shape than the
Wisconsin messenger who brought his
state's vote for the wrong man. It
was one on Wisconsin and General
Wprren was transferred from the
booby seat.

PILOTS ON DECK - The two
branches of the legislature have named
their steering committees and this
week the selection of "urgent" bills
will begin. The steering committee is
a great institution; its members can
pilot a bill against the shoals or into
deep water where, the sailing is good,
according to the demands of the state's
interests; they can also sidetrack a
bill because it seems to be good poll-
tics to do it. It is usually the latter
motive that guides the action of these
pilots. One good feature of the ap-
pointment of these committees is that
It indicates the approach of the close
o' the session. If the steering com-
mittees do their work well, they can
maintain the reputation which this
a sembly has won-a reputation for
dOing nothing, much. And, after all,
tnat is a good deal better reputation
than some preceding assemblies have
made for themselves.

The crowd comes down from Apple
town with faces all aglow; they've
heard Read's band play music grand
where the Mcintosh Reds grow. They
shout aloud, this happy crowd, as
they bestow the crown for the rare
good cheer that's without peer outside
of Apple town.

while the touching little doggerel, she
will behold, unless she drops with ex-
hausth n from her rapld-transit, mov-

ing picture oratorical stunt, the fig-

ure of her lover, dimn and ghostly, fol-
lowing her footstepw around the
church.

In the country of Norfolk, England,
as sJoo ais It grows lark, packages

:r( :ali1 on ,loorsteps, the bell is rung
land the hearer scoots away. The

packages are supposed to contain

p'resents, thus being a sort of com-
bined Christmas and Hallowe'en.

Though it Is certain the English
idea of humor has not as yet grasped
in Its entirety the American's oy in

flooding his friends-and enemies-
with the atrocious comic valentine,

there are still possibilities in this old
custom.

What .a chance for the practical

joker to leave a package on a door

step, ring the bell and "beat it" and,
from the friendly shadows of a near-

by tree or wall, watch the conster-
nation of the sturdy English face that
answers the ring and finds in the

package, in place of the expected
present, a little thing that only storks
are supposet to have the privilege of
'leposlting on front door steps!"

What's in the Package.
Or picture the hale and hearts kEng-

lish squire coming home nearer sun-
rise than sunset with the loving spirit
of St. Valentine's day-and other
spirits-oozing out of his very eyes.

lHe's It better shape than the man

who hadl to tell his cabby to ask his
better half to pul-loase come JIownln
to thie tarrtlge and pick Iihn out from

the rest of the good fellows aboard

it-hut lhe's sufficiently three-sheets-
In-tlw-wind to mtake it advisable for

0, carry the knocker away up the
gulch and bury him deep in the
ground; then cover him over with any
old culch, to deaden his pitiful sound.

Mr. Taft has received some good
sendoffs but never anything better
than the commendation of Cardinal
Gibbons at New Orleans.

In his time Mr. Lincoln was as
viciously assailed for doing right as
Mr. Roosevelt is today aqd by the
same class of men.

The legislative steering committees
will find some fine material for
slaughter when they begin to consider
pending measures.

The rose is just as sweet, the violet
is just as blue and if you love me, I
love you just as much this valentine
day as ever.

This morning, particularly, you will
find helpful suggestions in the ad-
vertising columns of The Missoulian.

The man who permits a comic val-
entine to ruffle his feelings is as silly
as the man who sends one.,

We have the anti-poolroom law and
and now we shall have the primary
nomination law-maybe.

It is a good thing to eulogise Lin-
coln. but it is a better thing to live
up to his precepts.

The peaceful revolution that is
planned for Fort Missoula will be a
welcome change.

One more railway will be one more
stride along the road to increased
prosperity.

The north-and-south road across
the reservation begins to look like the
real thing.

Butte's police give the city quite as
much trouble as is occasioned by the
criminals.

his cabby to deposit him on the front

door step along with the rest of the

"packages" laid there, ring the bell

and scoot-lust like the other St. Vat-

cntinll day celebrants. As is evident

there' arl? vast possibilities in this

package system of observing the day.

It depends upon the "package!"
In the west of England there was

onle ancient custom that was extra-

ordinarily .singular. Early in the

morning of St. Valentine's day young
men, necessarily of the character that
"dee-lights" in the strenuous life,
started together with a clap-net to

catch an owl and two sparrows in

some neighboring barn. If they were

successful in catching the birds and

brought them to the village inn with-
out injury and before the women folk
had risen, they were rewarded with
three pots of purl (whatever that is).

by the innkeeper. They also enjoyed
the privilege of demanding similar
consideration at the hands of every
householder in the neighborhood.

Things that bear the earmarks of
age, even though they be nothing more
sacred than customs, slHould be rever-
enced, it is true. But a wee bit of
speculation as to "how it felt to be
there" can scarcely be considered
iconoclastic or irrerent-though it
may be somewhat irrelevant. In the
first place, it may be noted, this
unique and laborious method of pro-
curing the aforementioned purl was
evidently a species of graft that ap-
pealed strongly to the minds of those
rustic swains.

Why They Did It.

Just why this purl should be con-
sidered worth crawling out of a walm
bed at 3 in the morning and stabbing
around in the dark with a clap-net
for an owl not "on his to his Job,"
while the hay from the loft of the
barn sifted down into one's nostrils,
the chronicler fails to relate. Perhaps
tihe young men of those days consid-
ered such a stunt a regular helluva
time. Or, perhaps, it was simply a
case of seizing an opportunity of get-
ting on the outside of a lot of purl
in free-lunch fashion. At all events,
accrording to the chronicler, they went
after the birds with the same patience
the modern "bugologist" expends in
chasiug butterflies over a new-plowed
field, and received their reward with
applause and admiration similar to
that the present-day head of a family
receives if he can get out of bed
on to the cold floor in the morning
andl turn on the steam without a
murmurl. Though scarcely necessary
to say so, It is incumbent upon the
writer to relate that he has not been
able to discover a survival of this
custom in any form in the modern

The biggest valentine, however, does
not necessarily signify the warmest
love.

Life has become a problem to the
poolroom men, instead of a sure thing.

Get the habit of reading The Mis-
soulian's ads; It will save you money.

The development of water power
means prosperity for Missoula.

When you present a valentine, don't
and a lemon with it.

Missoula has a big bunch of valen-
nes this year.

COURT OF PATENTS.

Washington, Feb. 13.-A bill to es-
tablish a United States court of pat-
ents was favorably reported from the
house judiciary committee today by
Representative Tyrell of Massachu-
setts.

The measure has been urged by the
American Bar association, boards of
trades and manufacturing association.
for 10 years.

WAYLAID BY A THUG.

Pittsburg, Feb. 13.-Stanley C. Taft,
286 years old, son of Rev. George W.
Taft, and said to be a relative of the
president-elect, is in a serious condi-
tion today as a result of being waylaid
by a negro thug late last night at
WiUkinsburg, a suburb. The young
man was found unconscious, lying
near the railroad tracks.

Arrested
a cough that has been hanging on for
over two months by taking Ballard's
Horehound Syrup. If you have a
cough, don't wait-step it at once
with this wonderful remedy. Splen-
did for coughs, cold on chest, influen-
sa, bronchitis and pulmonary trou-
bles. Price 36, 600 and $1.00. Sold by
Geo. Freishelmer.
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American celebration of St. Valen-
tine's day.

In many of the European countries
the St. Valentine day kiss was ex-
changed between young people as a
token of good ,vill. The exact nature
of such an osculatory performance
is somewhat vague. Though the same
conscientious chronicler does not men-
tion the relationship, it suggested that
this St. Valentine day kiss is a third
cousin, at least, deceased, of the
famous "soul" kiss. There is some
doubt on this point, however. for in
no way can an exegesis of the word
"affinity" lead the investigator back
to that time. On the other hand, the
fact that this custom is now in vogue
universally-not only on St. Valen-
tine's day, but on other days, and far
into the night as well-is significant.
The only difference is that the so-
called St. Valentine day kiss of the
present is a token of good will-and
other things.

Can It Be Possiblel

Aporpos of the same elucidating
subject, the chronicler states further
that:

"If a man meet a maid and she
does not readily assent to the oscula-
tory practice, it is a kind of service
on him that his attentions are not
desirable and is looked upon as a
conge."

Yea, verily! A case of the original
:,tingerino and the original "stung," It
would seem. But it is far, far better
than the big stick of the fly cop and
a joy ride to the police station.

Even to the present day, it is cus-
tomary in Europe for the young men
to meet together on the village green
in trials of strength. The young lad
who has read his "sporting extras"
most zealously and is able to give
most fluently the precise and indis-
putable reasons why Jim Jeffries
should climb back into the ring and
"put it all over" big, black .Jack
Johnson, i.3 the lad who shculd come
off with the gate receipts. Being
"the candy kid," he naturally has his
choice of the maidens fair who have,
apparently, laid aside their grouch as
suffragettes and consented to occupy
ringside seats at the fight. The losers,

however, come in for a whagk-up on
the short end of the purse, for they
are allowed to choose their maidens
for the ensuing St. Valentine day fes-
tivities according to the order of merit
of their bruised physiognomies.

In Ireland, the great fcature of St.
Valentine's day is the breakdown
dance. All the boys and all the girls
engage in it, the couple dancing the
longest winning the coveted applause.
The victoriuus couple is looked uoon
as well-mated and not infrequently a
nedding follows during Eastertide.

They Dance Seriously.
The dance itself is indeed a spec-

tacle. With much ceremony the door
of the barn is lifted from its hinges
and the dance commenced as soon as
the fiddler or the player of the bag-
pipes orders the couples out. The
floor of the barn is of mud; hence
the door is laid on the ground to
form a suitable surface for the
dancers. Goldsmitn describes the
dancers in his "Deserted Village."
'"The dancing pair that simply sought

renown,

By holding out to tire each other
down."

The absolute whole-heartedness of
the dance and the firceness of these
tests of endurance must be seen to
be appreciated. Though the occasion
is one of the utmost jollity and good
will, the contestants are in dead earn-
est in their endeavors to win.

Shakespeare says of the day in his
wide-world Valentine:

"I swear to thee by Cupid's strongest
bow,

By his best arrow with the golden
head,

By the simplicity of Venus' does.
By that which kindleth souls and

prospers loves."

In England the schoolgirls of a half
a century ago plucked at the buttons
on their gowns and uttered in a sing-
song monotone on St. Valentine's day
the virse:

"Tinker, tailor,
Soldier, sailor,
Apothecary,
Ploughboy, thief."

If, after sing-songing these words
for a stated number of times they
should first meet other than the one
on whom of all mentioned in their
roundelay their hearts were set they
scattered in great fright.

The earliest and most popular St.
Valentine's day jingle that has been
handed down to the present time Is:

"The rose is red,
The violet blue,
Sugar is sweet
And so are you."

The gentle Dean Swift, in writing
to a friend, describes his first recep.
tion of a comic valentine:

"I was seated in my library when
the postmaster arrived and I opened
the bag. What was my surprise to
find my first greeting on St. Valen-
tine's morning to be a representation
of a fat parson, with a body like a
pig and a head like a dolt, Of Course,
it grieved me, for I always considered
the day one devoted to everything
beautiful in life. But I felt far more
compassion for the unfcnetunate tnen-
tal condition of the sender than I did
for the feelings of the recipient, which
were, I assure you quite healed be-
fore I finished breakfast."

The simplicity of this gentle pro-
test, scarcely a rebuke, is pathetic.
Much more kindly and considerate
is the tender missive, even though it
be sentimental, like the following:

"If you'll be mine
I will be thyne,
And so Good
Morrow, Valentine".--

For St. Valentine's day is a day of
joy, of love, of happiness.

WASHING WITHOUT WATER.

Is Like Trying to Get Rid of Dandruff
Without Herpiolide.

Did you ever see any one trying to
wash themselves without soap orwater?

If you did what would you say ofhim?
It is every bit as foolish to try toget rid of Dandruff and to prevent

Baldness by feeding the germs which
cause it, with Cantharides, Vaseline,
Glycerine and similar substances which
form the principal ingredients of most
so-called Hair Growers.

Newbro's Herpicide is successful be-
cause it attacks and kills the parasitic
germ which feeds on the hair roots.

It is the original and only genuine
scalp germicide manufactured.

Sold by leading druggists. Send
10c in stamps for sample to The Her-
pictde Co., Detroit, Mich. Two sizes,
60c and $1.00. Missoula Drug Co.,
special agents.

MAKING INQUIRIES.

New York, Feb. 13.-The investigat-
ing committee that is investigating
the affairs of the different stock ex-
changes, today inquired into the deal-
ings of the New York Consolidated ex-
change. The sessions will be resumed
Tuesday.


