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SPIRITED CONTEST IS PRESAGED
B8Y FPREPARATIONS ON PART
OF BOTH SIDES.

FEADS D FOES EAD

Chairman Payne and thmp (:hrk
Gather Forces and Hold Councils—
Congress Begins This Week the Seri-
ous Consideration of Revision, the
Purpose of the Special Bession.

Washington, March 21.—That there
will be & Uvely contest over the tar-
iff bill is evidenced by the prepara-
tions that are belng made by the spon-
gors for the bill and by those who
oppose It,

Chafrman Faoyne, supported by his
chief lleutenant, Representative John
Dalzell of Pennsylvania, and the oth-
er republican members of the house
ways and means committee, together
with Representative Broussard of Lou-
islana, the newly appointed democrat,
will be armed with thousands of docu-
ments and communicationa for the de-
fense of the Payne hill.

The committes’s old room la an the
house floor of the capitol, and vester-
day “field headquarters” were estab-
lished there by Mr, Payne.

Councils Held.

Directly beneath the headguarters of
the Paynhe forces are the headquarters
of the enemy, the democrats, Champ
Clark has taken posgession of John
Sharp Willlame' old room and was to-
day occupled with the preparation of
the report of the minority. The dem-
aceatic members have held “councils
of war” for the past few daye in the
Clark headquarters. They wlll make a
strong fight againat every protective
duty In the Payne bill unless it is a
revenue producer.

* While the Payne and the Clark
ferces will be lined up against each
other on many questions, there prob-
ably will be several dutles on which
they will join in fAghting ather oppo-
aition. This iz duec to the fact that
Mr, Payne is not o high tariff mdn.

Individual

When an amendment s offered to
increase the duty of $1 per 1,000 feet
provided for lumber by fhe Payne bill,
Mr. Payne and Mr. Clark will stind
together in oppesition to the inereased
duty, and ench will find that some of
his trusted alde have deserted him,
Thiz {llustrates the feeling that pre-
vails throughout the membership of
the house—that every member shall
work for the interests of his indi-
vidual constiluency and that the tar-
Iff guestion is o local one,

Thersa is one point about the new
bill on which little controversy is ex-
pected in the house, but which it is
belleved will be much considered in
the senate. That is revizion of the
present tariff law with regard to am-
higuous phraseology. The changes In
the wording wvarlous paragraphs and
gectione of the bill have been made In
accordance with the recommendations
of Thomas J. Dougherty, assistant
counsel of the ftreasury department,
who has prosecuted customs cazes for
the government throughout the couns
try, supplemented with extensive in-
formation and data, supplied by Major
Herbert M, Lord, 17. 8. A, who was
clerk of the ways and means commit-
tee during the Dingley revision.

Motable Changes.

Notable among the changes brought

about by the suggestions which were
haead on the decislons of the courts
and the hoard of general appraieers,
are the new paragraphs and the metal
schedules, providing duties on steel,
wood or steel shavings; diamond steel,
grit, iron and similar articles; chrome
metal and ferro manganese, ferro,
tungsten, ferro silicon and similar met-
als; alloys and other mixed metals
not specifieally provided for; and the
genera] provision restricting the use of
the terms iron plates, steel plates and
plate iron and steel, to articles having
plain surfaces for use as parts of con-
struction, but as tools or instruments
in manufacturing.
" Many changes in the phraseclogy of
paragraphs imposing duties on articles
which t¢ontaln alcohol have been in-
porporated in the bill and are expeet-
ed to increase the revenue consider-
ohly,

Much complaint that olive oll, Im-
ported free of duty for manufacturing
purposes, has been used by forelgners
of the poorer classes for faod.
has resulted in 8 provislon that ollve
ofl, to be admittad free of duty, must
be rendered unfit for use as food by
emch means as shall be satisfactory to
he secretary of the treasury,

Titigation involving thousands of
ddlars still i8 pending in the courts
bewuse of the difficulty of determin-
ing under what paragraph of the Ding-
ley 'aw a duty on sake, Japanese
rice vine, should be imposed. To pre-
vent any similar difficuities in the
future rice wine, or sake, is epeclfi-
eally hieluded in the paragraph of the
Payne 5], imposing a duty of 40 cents
per galon on still wines, Numerous
changes for glmilar purposes have heen
inrcorpomnted In the mew bill

Interests.

tangressional Forecast.

Washfigton, March 21.—The house
of repreentatives will this week he-
gin the serious consideration of the
business for which the extra session
was calld, the revision of the tariff,

The Pwyne bl will tomorrow be
1ald befoe the houee for discussion,
and Chaiman Payne of the commit-
tee on was and means, will make the

{Coninued on Page Four)
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5 SIRIKE
LLAPSES
DOENLY

COMMITTEE DECIDES TO CALL
OFF EMPLOYES AND SUES
FOR PEACE.

MANY RETURN T0 WORK

Minister of Public Works Barthou Re-

caives

Delegation in Conciliatory

Spirit and Premier Clamenceau Later

Confirms Statement in Regard to

Government's Attitude.

Paris, )',luruh 21.—The great stirike
of the employes of the postoffice de-
partment, which practically fsoclated
Paris and cut off France from com-
munication with the outside world
for the past week, collapsed today.
The strike committee decided .to call
off the employes and made the first
move to effect a settlement, virtually
suing for peace, The government will
meel the committee half way.

The Conditions.

Thiz afternoon representatives of
the lnemen called on M, Barthou,
minister of public works, ostensibly
for the purpose of protesting agalnst
the charges that they had cut the
wires, but during the course of the
Interview they communicated to the
mintater the terms on which the allied
assoviations  collectively  would re-
sume work. These werg, flrst, the
resignation of M. Simyan, under sec-
retary of posts and telegraphs; sec-
ond, that no employes should be dis-
migsed on Aaccount of the strike, They
also desirefl the assurance that the
delegates of the associations here-
after ghould be permitted to lay their
grievances directly before the minis-
ter of public works,

M, Barthou pecelved tho deputa-
tion in a coneiliatory spirit, He said
the government could not discuss the
resignation of an offieial except with
pariament, but he practically gave
the delegation the satisfactlon they
demanded on other points, explaining
Ly them, however, that the govern-
ment had oot vel exercised its right
of dismissal,

Fremier Clemenceau
deputation and

later met the
confirmed M. Bar-
thou's statement with regard to the
attitude of the government, At tha
conclusion of these private interviews
with the minister the strike commit-
tee met and decided upon the resump-
tion of work tomorrow, This decision
was announced at a omass meetlng at
which 5000 strikers were present. Al-

ready the strikers are returning to
wark,

An official statement which was is-
sued this evening reports that more

han o third of the strikers vesumed
work ‘in Paris today. All branches
of the service, with the aid of the
military, are beginning o assume

svmething like normal conditions,

Demonstration Checked.

Early in the afternoon several thou-
sand strilers, inspired by the Union
of Commerce and Industry, united in
a demonstration against Secretary
Slmyan In front of the central post-
office, but a large force of police sta-
tioned there found no difficulty in
holding the strikers in check,

The publication in today's officlal
journal of a lengthy clreular ad-
dressed to M, Simyan and the postal
chiefs, minutely instrueting them as
to tha manner of applying the promo-
tion system recently inaugurated, is
evidence of the fact that the govern-
ment’ has no intention of abolishing
the system. which was repugnant to
the men. The circular states that the
object is to remedy the widely vary-
ing methods employed in the selection
of employes for promotion which has
cauzed most  regrettable  jealousies
among the officialz of the same grade.

HARD ON PRISONERS.

Peshawur, British India, March 21—
Tt is reported that 1,200 arrests have
been miade at Jallalapad, Afghanistan,
in connection with the plot recently
diseovercd to murder the ameer, the
heir apparent and the other members
of the royal family. According to ad-
vices batches of prisoners are being
blown from guns dally.

MOJESKA IMPROVES.

Los Angeles, March 21.—The physi-
clan attending Mme. Helena Mojeska
reported tonight that his patient's gen-
eral condition was congiderably im-
proved.

OF BALLOON AMERCH

Pasadena, Cal, March 2L—No word
has come today from the balloon
“America,” which went yup at Tourna-
ment park at 3 o'clock yesterday with
Captain Mueller as pilot and five
prominent men of this city as pas-
sengers. Word has come In a round-
about way that the halloon was ssen
by a rancher crossing the second
range of mountaing north of Pasa-
dent early this morning. When last
seen the balloon was going in &
northerly direction and the wind was
northerly all of last night and today,
while a severe storm has prevalled,
with a copious rainfall and the wind

at nearly forty miles an hour, It this
informalion is aceurate, the balloon
has doubtlesg landed on the morth

side of the range, on the Mojave des-
ert,

CALL FOR MEETINE
S OFFICIALLY
ISSUED

SECRETARY FRANCIS OF TRANS-
MISSISSIPPI COMMERCGIAL
CONGRESS ACTS.

Denver, March 2l.-—-Bevretary Arthur
. Frunciz of the . transmississippi
commercia]l congress todoy issued thoe
official call [er the twentieth annual
session of that association, to be held
in Denver August 16 to 21, inclusive,
of this year. Added interest attaches
to the meeting thiz yvear from the fact
that President Taft will be present
pnd talke part in the procecdings. A
large attendance of representatives
of the Latin-American countries Is
ulso expected In the interest of closer
internatianal relations between this
country and the republics of South
and Central America and  Mexico.
One thing will be barred, according
to the executive committee, and this
ia & discusslon of guestions of 0 po-
Hiical nature,

Questions Goming Up.

Reside the guestion of closer rela-
tions with the southern republics,
with especinl reference to the early

completion of the Panama canal and
the consequent stimulating comumer-
vlal development in the transmissis-
alppl states, the following questions
will come under discussion:

Watlonal defensé with especial refer-
ence to the needs of the Pacifle coast
and Hawail,

An adequate merchant marine and
the need of government aid in its op-
building and malntenance.

Conzervation of natural
This promises to Le one of the lead-
ing questions to come before the con-

resources,

ation and reclamation of semi-
arid lands.

Waterway improvements,

Drainage of submerged lands,

Scientitic dry farming.

Alaska,

Separnte statehood for New Mexico
and Arizona,

Parcels post.

Fostal spvings banks.
| Insurance, .

Trade relations with Mexico, Central
and Bouth America

Gull ports and the railroads,

Panama canal

Hawali.

The Philippines.

Department of mines,

Immigration,

Good roads, i

Suger heet and cane industry.

Barataria and Lafourche,

National finance.

Congular service.

Delegates.

The governor of each state and ter-
ritory may appoint 10 delegates and
not more than £0, The mayor of each
city may appoint one delegate and
one additional delegate for every 5,000
people, mot, howeven, to exceed 10
delegates, Each businesg organization
may appoint one delegate and one ad-
ditional for every 50 members, not ta
execeed 10  delegates, Each county
may appoint one delegate.

Governors of states and territories,
members of congress and former
presidents of the transmississippi con-
gress are ex officio members,

RACE MEET ANNCUNCED.

Lawton, Okli., March 231—Cficial
announcement was made here today
of a track and race mect to be held
hera April 17 to 27 inclusive, at which
it iz expected there will bhe started
about 200 or 400 of the hest racing
horzes on the western turf, as well as
aome of the most prominent jockeys
in tha eountry.

GAMES POBTPONED.

San Franeisco, March 21.—The base-
ball games hetween Chleage White
Sox and Pacific Coast league teams

were postponed today on account of
rain

PRINCIPLES ADOPTED
FOR MARITIME
WAR

DECLARATION AGREED UPON BY
CONFERENCE ANNOUNCED BY
STATE DEPARTMENT.

Washington, Mareh 21,—The declara-
tlon of prineiples regarding the iaw
of maritime war agreed upon by the
conference of 10 of the principal mar-
ithme nations of the world, held in
London during the past winter, and
known ag the maritime conference, was
made public at the state department
today. The prineiples cnunciated in
the declaracion are to act a8 a guide
tor the government of interuational
prize courts to be established at The
Hague.

Amercans Satisfied,

The American delegaies are satis-
fied the code contains much that will
prove of great asdvantage in tlme of
war, This is especially » rase with
the articles treating of contraband, the
estimate being made that under the
head of conditional contraband exports
approximating at this time $400.000,000
a yvear would be affected in the event

of war, and under the head of free
eontrabanid CRPOTLE upproximating
F400, 000,000, y

The enve of the declaratfon on
blockade §s that it muost be confined
to the ports and coasts belonging to
or oreupied T the enemy, and that
the blockade to be binding must be
effective,

Specifications.

Om the
cunferent
tions, viz:
not contraband,
inclodes generally

question of contrabatd the

adopred  thres  specifica-

Absolute, oo itlonal and
Abgolute contraband
articles and imple-
ments of war and that may be used
in war. Conditlonal contraband in-
cludes food supplies, fodder and graln,
¢lothing sultable for military use, gold
and silver coined and in bars, and pa-
per representing money, airships and
flying machines, fuel, lubricants, pow-
ders and explosives nol especially des-
ignated for war uee, barbed wire,
horseshoes and shoeing outfitas.

Articles which eannot be declared
contraband of war include raw cot-
ton, raw wool and other raw materials
of textile industries, natural and arti-
ficial fertilizers, comprising nitrates
and phosphates susceptible of use in
agriculture, ores, chinaware and glass-
ware, paper, agricultural machinery,
machinery used in mines, textile in-
dustries and printing.

PHINCE HILKOEF D
H RUSS

Bt. Petersburg, March 21.—Prince
Michael Hilkoff, member of the coun-
¢il of the empire, and formerly min-
{ster of communication, died suddeniy
today. Prince Hilkoff was well known
in the United States, where he se-
cured his railway tralning. To him
belongs the credit of getting the max-
imum amount of waork out of the 8i-
berian railroad during the war in Man-
churia.

Prince Hilkoff, who belonged io an
old but comparatively poor family, em-
igrated to the United Btates when a
voung man, renouneing the title to
which he was suhsequently restored.
In the T'nited States he worked at a
halt machine at a wage of E7.50 per
week, Later he was employed in many
minor capacities on Amerlcan railways,
heginning as an assistant stoker,

Prince Hilkoff tonk a prominent part
in putting down the pailroad strike in
1405, but reslgned his offlee hecause
the government failed to meet the
promises made to the rallroad em-
ploves, his resignation heing fccepted
on Novemher 8, He was then appoint-
ed a member of the council of the
emplirs.

WELCOME TO OUR CITY

REBELS EXPLAIN WHY
THEY DON'T LIKE
P

REPRESENTATIVES KELIHER, PE-
TERS AND BURTON ISSUE
STATEMENT.

Washington, March 21.- Another ex-
plination was fortheoming today as
to the course of cerlain democrats in
apposing  Minority Leader Clark lagt
Monday by voting for Lhe 1d
amendments to the house rua
resentatives Kelther and 1
Massachuselts and Reprasa
Francis Burton Harrison of New York
el a statement, in which  they
rt that so generally has the ac-
tion of the
the wwendments been mis
and misunderstood that they wish
prescnt the real facls to those i
ested,

The Filzgerald amendments are
fended as being very effoctive in the
curtaifment of the  powen of the
For six monihs Mr. Fitz-
L avknowladzed as the best par-
unentarian on the democritio
preparing the amendments,

LSS

democrats who voted for
presented
to

had
it is said, but no opportunity was of-
fered (o bring them before the demo-

vralic chucas for consideration,

“He wnas unable to do so hecause
of ihe high-handed manner adopted
by a few il-advised friends of Mr.

ing to the fight in the house,

1the three members say that when
Clark  offered ais resolution, he re-
fused any democrat a chance to speak.
And then he did the very thing the
members have been deprecating and
fighting against for years, he moved
the previous guoestion, they s i,

“It is bad enough to he go
our opponents, but when the
witg clapped upen us by our
we protested, and si 5

The Clark resolution
pecause of the tfix dems
bers proposed hy Mro o
comrmittee of Not one cams Trom
Colorada, THinoi Indiana, Massachn-
setts, Ohio Pennsylvanla, with
nearly  one-thind of the total demo-
eratic  membership in  the present
house, - Every man except Rep
tative Hitcheook of Nebraska
sented a southern state, it is

“No encouragement to the

ged by
muzele
friends
attacked
mem-
for the

or

CER
demi-
racy of the great states of Ohio and

indiana in the magnificent baltles
they are fighting,” the statement con-
cludes, 'no voice to New York or the
great iniddle west, and wyet we are
censured for not supinely =ubmitiing
to such action.'”
GOVERNMENT HESITATES.
Vienna, March 21.—The Austro-Hun-
garian  government has  decided to
postpone sending ite note in reply to
Servia in order to enable the powers
to intervene at Belgrade. Baron von
Achrenthal, the forelgn minister, ac-
cording to the Neues Weiner Tage-
hlatt, has expressod the hellef that
war will he averted

SKATERS START LONG
GHIND IN COPPER 1T

Butte, March I31.—The team of
Bchatz and Hardy, with the former
skating, was six Inches in the lead

tonight at the end of the first night's
contest in the six-day roller skating
race. Schatz’'s work was marvelous,
his distance for the hour's skating
being 18 miles. The Halt Lake team
was followed by Heynolds and Brad-
ford of Butte, Wwith Bell and Rickard,
the Beattle-8t, Paul team, one and
thre uartars laps behind, and Duble
and McEride of Butte three-quariers
of a mile hehind the winners. Schatz's

gkating l= the fastest ever gmeen in
thls ei The teams will skate an
hour h evenlng for six nights, the
memhbers of the teams being per-
mitted to relay each other as they
see fit.

POLI
ol

SPUIL
NAPERS
LANS

OFFICERS WATCH WHITLA DE.
POSIT MONEY IN PARK AND
ABDUCTORS FLEE.

SEARCH 5 UNAHNILIG

No Trace of Stoten Boy ls Found and

Father Returns to Home at Sharon
—Mother Is Threatened With Break-
down and
Full Stery

Is Denied to Visitors—

Is Finally Told.

Sharen, Pa, March 21.-J. P, Whitla,
father of Willie Whitla, the kidnaped
boy, returned today from & fruitless
trip to Cleveland.

“We know no more now,”
Whitla, “than we did before”

It is the general bellef here that the
abductors, reallzlng to whiat an extent
the publle fs aroozed over the kid-
naping, will not dare to open up cor-
respondence  with  Mr, Whitla until
public interest has abated.

The terrible snxiety and uncertainty
as to their littla son's fate has had
its effects on bhoth the parents of the
hoy, The father refuses to sleep at all,
and keeps up through sheer will power.
The mother, who will not allow her
daughter, Halina, out of her sight, is
showing the effects of the worry and
today physirians gave orders that she
Le not allowed to see any visitors.

Hundreds of letters from all over
the country continue te pour In from
friends and strangers allke, tendering
sympathy,

=alid Mr.

Story Becomes Known.

Cleveland, O, March 21,—The full
story of the frustrated attempt to pay
over 310,000 in ransom for the return
uf Willie Whitln became known to-
day. J. P. Whitla, father of the hoy,
wias instructed in o letter from the
kidnapers to leave the maney in Flat-
iron park Salurday night. If no de-
teetlves  were about the kidnapers
promised they would sccure the money
and deliver the boy safely to the fath-
et in a hote] at Ashtabula at 3 o'clock
this morning, Whitla deposited the
maotiey a8 requested, but the Ashtabula
police learned of the plans to pay the
ransome and went to the park. Tha
kidnapers are supposed to have seen
them, for at 6 o'clock the money was
intact and not o man had approached
the spat at which it had been left,

Whitla had a score of detectives and
23 members of the Pennsylvania con-
stabulary in readinesg®in this ecity to
start search for the kidnapers as
SO0 he had sa recovered the
boy., Whitla believes that the failure
to effect a settlement last night will
frighten the kKidnapera and the kldnap-
ers will not cammunicate with him
again

Ay

The Instructions.

The letter from the captors of Willie
came {0 the boy's parents in Sharon,
Pa., Friday afternogn. Instructions
were given him to go alona to Ashia-
bula on Saturday nilght, pace the
$10,600 upnder a rock at the base of
a gorge in the park at 10 o'clock. At
3 o'elock on the following morning
if the money was obtalned by the kid-
napers they promised that the stolen
boy would be sent to the Smtih hotel
in Ashtabula, unharmed. Whitla was
ingtructed specifically that he waa ta
be accompunied by no one when he
went to deposit the money.

Immediately upon receipt of the let-
ter Whitla ealled fn private detectives
in hiz employ. They wanted to place
a decoy package of bills at the desig
nated &pot, but Whitla would nat ngree
to this. He finally consented to permit
the detectives to accompany him to
this eity nd await his summons to
start a search for the Kidnapers.

At 8 p'elock Whitla 't Cleveland
for Ashtabula, He was ompanied
by Detective MeCabe, Tha latter was
te act as his bodyguard, but was not
to ga with Whitla to the park,

A few minutes afier 9 o'clock the
kidnapers, in keeping with their prom-
ise In their firat letter, sent a second
letter addressed to C. A. White, to
the Bmith hotel In Ashtabula.

Half an hour later when no one
called for the missive, the clerk be-
came curious and opened the envelops
and Mavor Cook and Chief Laskey
wern apprised of its contenta. The
mayar ordered all of his police to In-
stitute a search for the captors.

Promplly at 10 o'viock Whitla left the
package of bills tTn the park. e went
to the designated spot alone, feeling
certain that his compliance with the
regquest of the kidpapers would prove
the means of detivering his boy back
to him.

Watched by Officers.

Three policemen who had been sent
out from the Ashtabula central sta-
tion saw Whitla leave the money in
the park. They told Chief Laskev of
thelr discovery and recelved Instrue-
tiong to remain on guard at the park
and ecapture the Kidnapers should they
APDEAr.

In the meantime Whitla returned to
the eity and establizhed communication
with hig detectievs in Cleveland, They
adviged him to go to the hotel for his
hoy exactly at the time set. He prom-
ised to observe orders.

Filve hours later Whitla started after
his boy. On the way a policeman In-
formed him that three officers had been
on guard at the park and no one had
called for the money

Whitla' was oven at this news,
He went to the park and found his
package of money unidisturk Dar-
ing the remalnder of the night and
all day today the officers searched In
valn the country around htabula,

Whitla eame to Cleveland and later
returned to Sharon.

S
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ATTENTION OF YANKEE MANU-
FACTURERS WILL BE FO-
CUSED ON REPUBLIC.

WOULD INJURE AMERICA

Contrary to Usual

Measurs
Has Origin in Committee of Cham-
ber of Deputies, and Government's
Attitude Has Not Yet Been Fer-
mally Defined—MNew Custom Rates.

Custom,

Washington,
tion of

March 21—The atten-
American manufactarers will
not for the next few months be en-
tirely  focused upon  the proposed
tariff revision in this country. France

proposes to revise its tariff and in
the changes to be made the United
Htates g vitally interested. If the

d French tariff bill should be
intu law in its present shape,
American trade would be Injuriounsiy
affected,

Contrary the usuxl custom, the
measure had Its origin in the tariff
committee of the French chamber of
deputies and the attitude of the gov-
ernment toward it, therefore, has not

ta

formally been deflned In parliament.
The probabilitiee are, however, that
the bill will underge a number of

changes before it finally 18 cenacted
into law, which, it is expected, will
be about the first part of next year.

Interesting Facts.

Some interesting facts In regard to
the new measure are gleaned from a
compilation entitled “Proposed New
Customs Tariff of France” prepared
by I. Stone, tariff expert of the
department of commerce and labor,
the object of which i= to indicate the
proposed changes of tariff rates on
goods which the United States elther
exports 'to Frange or could export
under favorable conditions,

Taking up the articles covered by
the existing Franco-American agree-
ment It s found that the following
are affected by the proposed changes:
Canned meats—It s proposed to ad-
vanee the general rate of 20 francs
per 100 kilog to 30 francs, an inerease
of 50 per cent, while leaving the
minimum rate of 15 francs un-
changed., White the agreement re-
malne In foree, the proposed change
would, therefore, not affect American
canted meats,

Apples and Pears.

» i apples and pears—Tnder the
existing agreement these fruits are
admitted at the rate of 2 francs per
1M kilos, It I8 proposed to advance
the minlmum rate to 5 francs, an in=
crease of 160 per cent, and to Increase
the genmeral rate from §& to 8 franes,
Hhould the incr ¢ of these and the
other minimum tes covered by the

existing agreement lead to jtg abros
gation, It would result in an increwse
from the present minimum rate of 3
francs to the new general rate of 8
francs, which would ralse the duty
fourfold. It is proposed to increase
the minimupm rate on hops from 39

to 40 frances and the general from 46
to 60 francs per 100 kilos,

Far more numercus are the tariff
changes on articles which are not af=-

tected by the commercial agreement
ut present in force between France
ahid this eountry, In proposing the

inany changes the Prench commission
wis guided by the object of making
the difference bhetween the general
and the minimum rates about 50 per
cent on the average, being consider-
ably higher than the difference in the
present tariff, the purpose being to
make it worth while for foreign coun-
trles Lo negotiate reciprocily treaties
for the application of the minimuom
rates,

Would Affect United States.

As all the
counirisg  axe

fmportant
the

commercial
¥ United HStates
enjoy the benefit of the entire mini-
mum tariff in France, the changes
dlready mentioned would affect in-
Juricusly the * United
States only, waould still further
HEErAvRte disadvantages onder
which American producis must com-
pete with products from other coun-
tries in the French market. Among
the more important of these changes
the following may be mentioned, the
rate being given in francs per 100
hile Meat extracis, general rate
Increased from 40 to 45 francs; cotton
seed, now admitted free, to be sub-
Jject to a duty of 150 francs; peanuts,
now sdmitted free, to bs subject to
a duty of 250 francs, and preserved
vegetables, duty increased from 20 to
24 francs,
Even

=

tmports from
and
the

maore disadvantageous Lo
American  trade are the proposed
changes whicn, while increazing the
general rates t which American

goods are subje
ductlion

. contemplate a re-
of the minimum rates which

are applieable to imports from fa-
vored countrles. As instances of such
changes the followlng may be men-
tioned: Heavy agricultural machin-

ery weighing over 400 kilos, for which
it proposed to increase the general

T from to 16 francs per 108 kilos,
while reduring the minimum from %
to 8, detached parts of copper and
brass, weighing 1 to 10 kilos aplece,

for which it is proposed to raise the

nt general rate of 50 francs to
while reducing the minimum
of 40 to 35

Reduce General Rates.
however, in
: to reduce the general
while leaving the minimum un-
changed. The effect of this would be
to lessen to some extent the disad-

a large

(Continued on Page Four.)




