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During the coming week Missoula

is to be the scene of a battle. For
the moment the action in the relent-
less conflict being waged between the
Shuberts and what is known as the
Theatrical Syndicate is to be found in
Montana. In all parts of the country
these two powers in the world the-
atrical are at sword's points; in ev-
ery section of the United States the
Shuberts and the trust are striving
each to outdo the other, each to cur-
tail the power of the other and each
to present its plays to larger audien-
ces than the other. In the west the
battle has been unusually fierce. The
Clyde Fitch play, "Girls," has been
selected by the Shuberts as their
weapon, while the trust is presenting
"The Right of Way." Both produc-
tions have been to the coast and both
are coming to Missoula on their way
back east. Both are coming to Mis-
soula this week, "Girls" on Tuesday
and "The Right of Way" on Thurs-
day night. "Girls" is to rely on Mis-
soula alone for its audience; at least

will make no special effort to secure
attendance from the outside. "The
Right of Way" is to run a special
train from Hamilton. Both are clever
plays, acted by competent people. The
situation is, to say the least, interest-
Ing. "Girls has been playing to
packed houses in the coast cities;
critics everywhere have praised the
show. "The Right of Way" has fared
almost as well. This week Missoula
can take sides in the greatest the-
atrical war ever fought anywhere, or
can remain nettral by attending Loth

CLYDE FITCH'S LATEST
IS THE PLAY "GIRLS"

On Tuesday, April 20 at the lilrnlois
theater for an engagement of one
night Sam S. and Lee Shubert will
offer Clyde Fitch'. latest and most
successful comedy, "Girls," which ran
for one whole year at Daly's theater,
New York. "Girls" gives a descrip-
tion of the struggles of three young
women to earn a living, their brave
beginning and their ultimate willing-
ness to let mere man work "Ut tlhe
problem for them.

The whole play is pure comedy of
the first rank. It pictures the dis-
comforts and makeshifts of studio life.
One large room in a studio building
is the home of three young womncl
all out of employment, deeply in debt
and looking for work. The eldest of
the trio is an avowed man-hatler, and
talks loudly of man's inhumanity to
woman and the injustice of the in-
equality of wages. lier two com-
panions, for the sake of harmony a,
the family, pretend to agree with her.
Because of her youth, her utterances
are extremely laughable. At the end
of the first act when ti. y ail pre-
pare to retire for the nlgl,t, tile f:t:t
is disclosed that they are sadly in
need of certain artiilets of farniture
known as beds, and are fr-cod to
sleep (in turns) on a f ,lllng-bed,
couch and Morris chait'.

Suddenly a young Httl: rush,'s into
the room, slants the door behllind liur
and locks it. Consternationl reigns trnd

explanation is demandtied; but this
really is the funnielt situation in the•

play and it cannot be d~scrilied in a
few words; it nmut Ite s',.in to be Ilp-

preciated. Thie real tmau-hair ,' of th
family proves her iio,.ivi.•. n' ;id

lack of convictionl by f.llti C inll l\

with the intruder ;it first sight.
After two more acts of extreullely

funny situations the play ends inl good
old orthodox fashion with all the
girls safely started on the road to
matrimony, and everybody satisfied
and happy. The production supplied
by the Messrs. Shubert is remarkably
characteristic in atmoslhere and comn-
plete in detail. The cast, which by the
way was selected by Mr. Fitch. him-
self, is composed of prominent met-
ropolitan players along whiImI1 are
H. S. Northrup, Bessie Toner, Caro-
line Locke, Ethel Terry, Suzette Jack-
son. Merceita Esmornde. (Charles
Brandt, Heolyn llensoll. Karl KIKnapp,
Pierre Young. Fred Stailitolln 1and I A.

Locke.

VETEHAN ACTOR TELLS
OF FAMOUS PRODUCTION

Since "Tile Old Homestead" \ as
first produced in the old Boston tlle-
ater in April of 1886 it has earned
more than $2.000,000; this is the state-
ment of Denman Thompson hinLself
who has written in tile "Wolman's

World" of Chicago the story of this
remarkable drama whhih won for till"
homely and wholesome play the rec-
ord of greatest success of any Iver

produced in thle United States exc'plt
"Uncle Tom's Cabin."

"It has been performed so Intally
thousand times and enjoyed by so
many millions of folks that I has"
entirely lost track of the number."
says Thompson, in his retrospective
monologue. "Perhaps the figures
might afford me some satisfaction if
I had them-but not a tenth of tile
pleasure and comfort I get from re-
flecting that no human being-man,
woman or child-have ever gone away
from a performance of 'The Old
Homestead' the worse for having wit-
nessed it. On the other hand, liter-
ally thousands have told me, and
other hundreds have written me, that
they have been moved by it to a new
sense of moral obligations-a sense
which actually moved them to do
something to mend the mistakes of
their past and to keep the present
clean and courageous.

"I like to think about this-and I'm
not ashamed to admit it. Perllaps it
would not seem so important and so
pIleasant to me if I were a young
man today, with all the future bright
and glowing before me, my heels full
of ginger, my head full of pIlans and
my heart fairly bursting with life and
hope. But a little change has come
over this particular 'Joshua Whit-
comb" since the 'Old Homestead' was
first staged: I am now 76 years old
and so I look at things a little more
soberly than I once did. If I had
to look back upon a play not clean
and wholesome and sweetening, but

vwhich hacd been produced as many
times, seen by as many millions of
people as 'The Old Homestead,' then
I know my head would rest far less
peacefully on the pillow.

"lint my satisfaction goes beyond
this negative point for thousands of
assurances have come to me that

The Iold Homestead' has changed
misguided and unfortunate lives and
restoretd careless and discouraged
men to a right sense of their human
relations--particularly their relations

i, their fathers."

For Illustration Thompson told of a
young fellow, Maine born, who came
to see him at a hotel in the northwest
overcome with remorse for leaving

parents who needed him, he having
saen the sorrJw of Uucle Josh -the

role Thompson takes--for his Iteuben.
,,When I saw how the absence and

i
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GU SANIN AD HEDOE OBRT ISR~ GILBER PAKE' GRA RMA TERGH FWY

indifference of the son wrenched the

heart of Joshua Whitcomb." this

young fellow told hm, "I saw myself

in the place of Reuben, the son, and
my own father in the place of Uncle
Josh. And when it came to the
dream in the play I was so mellowed

that I cried like a child. And 1 just
thought that somehow it would be a
comfort to talk it over with you--per-
haps a satisfaction to you to know
that you had accomplished more for
one lonesome and anxious father and
in a certain old homestead down in

Maine than any preacher has been
able to-for I'm going to get in close
touch with that home and keep so
near to the old folks after this that

they'll know right where to find me,
at any rate." He did as he said he
would, "and the father and mother
were about as happy about It, I guess,
as Joshua Whltcomb at the return of

RItuben froml his wanderings in New
York."

Thompson relates how back in 1850
I.f Ieft heotm and his parents himself,
thll~Kgh he was only 12. "It has come
to me since that youth is rather cruel
in its selfishness," lie says; "though
as I walked down the road with my
ailrlet-sack in hand the tears and

,lnguislh of my father and mother
were soon forgotten when I went past
thl store and blacksmith shop." In
I~oston he joined a circus anlld became

l p,rf'orlmt-.r. Later he slid back to
thI'e ommotnplace of ribbon clerk in
a dry goods store. Then he was given
a part in "The French Spy" and later
played Uncle Tomn in "''nt.le Tom's
('abin." But. rheumatism seized hint
and compelled him to think out ai
Mlay in which hie 'ould depend upon
something besides the niln'dlness of

his legs. lie knew the Yankee char-
Soter in Swanzey, his old home. Catl-
tain Otis W\\'itcomb. together with the
sweet tnlller, great lheart and un-
a\ frltdly w isdomt of one Joshua Hol-
Irook. T'ried first as it short vaude-
S11. sktclh, and later as a three-

.it drama, this play', "Joshua \Whit-
itib" was a surleyss. Dentant
'hopsSnii anld J. 91. 1Hill, a Clhicago
iterch:tntl divided $400,000 profit fronll

it betwceen the sutmmcer of 1S;7 and

1s1t. lut T'hotmpsoon had to have a
n\\w lay and wrote "The Old Hoilme-
stead," retaining the character of
Joshua Wt'hltconmb, however. This was
done on the road In 15 days. The
first week's recteipts were $11.000; in
New York 290,000 people saw it in its
first three months, the receipts aver-
aging $1,624 daily, Thompson says:
"I have played Its principal character
so many hundreds of times that I

have almost wondered whether I was
Denman Thompson playing as Joshua
Whitcomb or Joshua Whitcomb mas-
querading at home and on the streets
in the character of Denman Thomp-
son.'

"CLASSMATES" TO COME
TO HARNOIS ON MAY 5

Tl'he charm of D)uncan Irving, the

chief character in "Classmotes,"

which will be played by Norman Hac-

kett and a large company at the
Harnnls theater on May 15th lies not
so, mulch in what the order charac-

ters say to him as ill what he really
is and does. 'Classmates" is not a
"talky" play, but an acting one, and
l)Dunltan Irving does not rely upon the
god word of hils friends 'jir hs po-
sitilon in tile drama, but iiuponl his own
sterling qualities. No man (an see
him in one act of the play and not
know him to be a tian of sweet and
fine honor. His eyes and his words
.carry conviction to everyone that he
is the possessor of a clean and honest
soul. Duncan Irving as a man is in-
nately t critical. A reticent man as to
tils own thoughts and feelings, he
talkes an inward ileasurement of
overyone with whomi he comes in
conrltact of'ten the reverse of what

had beenl supposed. It hurts him toicknowledge defects in others and he

has the impersonal sense of justice
li hich allows for good qualities in

tli\e who are unconlgenial to him. And
so, even to his rival, Bert Stafford, he

is chiialrous to the danger point. But

,ie his honor is aroused, once heillds that it is hip father's good name
that Stafford is dragging into the

i're, all caution, all restraint leave
hlimi an;d ihe strikes a blow that ruins
his life.

"THE RIGHT OF WAY"

IS DRAMATIZED NOVEL

mtne of the beat acted plays ever
presented here will pay a visit to the

Harnols theater for one performance
on Tuesday, April 22. Sir Gilbert
Parker's stirring drama, "The Right
of Way" with Guy Standing and
Theodore Roberts in their thrilling
impersonations of Charley Steele and
Joe Portugals, under the management
of Klaw & Erlanger will be the at-
traction. I

The dramatization of what has been
pronounced the greatest novel of the

!

decade was made by Eugene W.
Presbrey, the successful adapter of
"ltaffles." The story is told in five
periods or episodes. The first shows'
Charley Steele at the height of his
success as a lawyer and. leader of his
social world in the city of Montreal.
He is a man without a heart, a
doubter, a wrecker of men for selfish
reasons. There is quick transition in
the second episode, showing Steele
seeking his recreations in the mire of
the river tavern on the banks of the
St. Lawrence. A blow, and his mem-
ory is wiped out. Here playwright
and novelist part. Sir Gilbert never
answered the question of Steele's re-
demption. He left his readers with
the impression that Steele died a sui-
cide and debauche. Mr. Presbrey
shows his salvation through faith and
love. The production is on the same
magnificent scale as all of Klaw &
Erlanger's attractions, and the sup-
lporting company Is recognized as be-
ing one of the finest ever sent out
of New York city. The acting of this

organization has been recognized by
the press of the United States to be
one of the greatest triumphs ever
pr.esented to the theater-going public.

INTERESTING IS LIFE
OF AUTHOR OF "GIRLS"

Clyde Fitch, whose Goth play, a
comedy called 'Girls," wll be an at-
traction of the week in Missoula has
had an interesting time of it since
he began writing for the stage. He
was Richard Mansfield's secretary
when he wrote "Beau Brummel," his
first attempt at play-writing, and
his success was the more remarkable

((ontinued on Page Eleven.)

SPECIAL! SPECIAL! SPECIAL!

HARNOIS THEATER
C. A. HARNOIS, Owner and Manager

Thursday, Apr. 22

Excursion Train
Bitter Root Valley

KLAW & ERLANGER
The World Famous Producers of "BEN HUR,"
Present Their Original New York Company and
Production in Sir Gilbert Parker's Great Drama

THE RIGHT OF WAY
With

Guy' tanding and Theodore Roberts
In Their Famious Impersonations of

('IIAIEY STEIEII and JOE P()RTUGAIS

Price s: Box seats, ,$2; Seats go on sale Wednes-
first six rows, $2; lower day, 9 a. m. Reservations

can be had by letter accom-
panied by check or money or-

rows, $1.50; balance anl- der. No seats held after 7
cony, $1; gallery, 59c. p. in. Thursday.

Train leaves Hamilton 6 p. m.,
sharp, and returns after the show

NATIONAL CASH
Drawer REGISTERS

$100
We also have other

Total Adding,

Detailed Strip Printing

Registers

for $50, $65, $75

and $90.

Thirty-seven key drawer operated, sale strip, print-
ing, total adder, registers amounts lc up to $59.99; five
special keys for recording cash sales, charge sales, money
received on account, money paid out, and no sale trans-
actions. Plain indication, high grade bronze cabinet,
marble slab, fully guaranteed, easy monthly payments.

WRITE TO

W. J. MACAULEY
"THE CASH REGISTER MAN,"

120 E. Broadway. P. O. Box 305. Butte, Mont.

WE ALSO HAVE NATIONAL DETAIL ADDING
CASH REGISTERS AT $20, $30, $40 AND $50 EACH.
ON EASY TERMS.

BLUE ANDALUSIANS AND
COLUMBIAN WYANDOTTES

COLUMBIANS, the chickens for the north. No combs or wattles to
freeze, and they lay the eggs, and are handsome, too.

BLUE ANDALU1SIANS, the birds that lay the big white eggs; the
greatest business bird in egg production on earth. If you are keeping
the don't-pay kind, sell out and buy eggs from
15 eggs for $3. 8. E. CUTLER,

Arlee, Mont.

Rambler Runabout at a Bargain Price
This machine is second-hand, but in the very cream of condi-
tion. It has a top, folding glase front, new extra tire and all the
necessaiy ,qulpments of a machine of this kind. Call and inspect
it.
8 1e Prioe, if Sold at Onoe...................................600................. .00

SHOEMAKER GARAGE
West Pine Street Missoula, Mont.

Advertise in The Daily Missoullan


