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W HEN congress pased, near the
close of Roosevelt's adminis-
tratlon, the bill which pro-

vides for the control of the lands on
which grow the big trees of Cali-
fornia, it saved from destruction the
greatest curiosity of the world and
thereby performed a notable service
to humanity.
Of all the things that live upon the

earth the Sequoia is the largest, the
oldest, the thing that stands most ex-
clusively in a class by itself, the thing
that is nearest extinction and the
thing upon which this country has
the most absolute monopoly. In the
face of these remarkable conditions it
was being allowed to go into the
hands of private owners to whom it
was timber to be sawed up into
boards. Much of it had been sacri-
ficed in this way. Many of the other
monarchs of the forest were being
sacrificed that showmen might profit
by their wonders. They were steadily
disapearing.

It took nine years to get the bill
through congress which places in the
national forest the Calaveras timber
lands, which lands contain the great-
est of the big trees, those that are
most readily accessible and those
owned by lumbermen and consequent-
ly in greatest danger of being sawed
up into boards and shingles. The
activity of a lobby made up from 500
women of the California club finally
forced Speaker Cannon to allow the
bill to come out of committee and it
was immediately passed.

The land acquired by the provisions
of the present bill amounts to 4,000
acres comprising South Grove, in
Tuolumne count, and the Calaveras

MANCHURIA AS A WESTERN MONTANA MAN FOUND IT
(By P. C. Hays.)

On the morning after our arrival
In Shin-gi-shu on the northern bound-
ary of Korea, we went to the land-
Ing on the Yalu river an.d boarded
a Chinese junk which carried us to
the Manchurian shore. The trip across
the stream was made at one of the
wildest places, and required consider-
able time and labor on the part of
the oarsmen on account of the force
of the vast volumes of waters sea-
ward borne. In the light of the ad-
vancing morning the opposite shore
could be dimly seen with its fringe
of houses in which the natives were
awakening to the life and toil of the
day.

Once ashore we found ourselves on
the border of a vast extent of em-
pire which constitutes one of the de-
pendencies of the middle kingdom.
Manchuria is bounded on the north by
the inhospitable stretches of Siberia;
on the east by the Russian province
of Amur and Korea; on the south
by the Yalu river and the gulf of
Picheli; and on the west by the dreary
reaches of Mongolia's desert sands.

Tlhe country has a range of latitude
from 38 to 53 degrees north, and one
of longitude from 118 to 135 degrees
east. Great diversity of climate is
found in passing from the boun'dary
line of Siberia on the north to the
seaboard in the south. From the
mountains on the west to those on
the east and from the Amur river
to that of the Yalu on the south
there,are gradations of surface from
the mountainous elevations through
the hills, and great expanses of un-
dulating plains to the alluvial deposits
of the coastal plainr on the Yellow sea.

Within this extent of land there
live and toil in various occupations
17.000,000 Chinese and Manchus. As
we had an hour or two at our dis-
pdoal before we were to take the
train for our 189 mile run to Mukden,
we availed ourselves of the opportun-
ity to stroll about the Chinese city
of An-tung-hsien, As the walled city
usually offers the greatest attrac-
tions we soon were passing through
tortuous lanes and filthy byways. The
great markets, so characteristic ,of
oriental life, were thronged with those
who had come in from the farms and
gardens, as well as those who were
making the usual purchases of the
day for consumption in the homes of
the city.

Public eating houses open to the
sky were swarming with those eager
for their morning meal which was

grove In Calaveras county. The for-
mer is the larger of the two groves,
hut the latter is the more accessible
and contains the more famous trees.
The two groves are separated but a
few miles. They are on the direct line
of travel from San Francisco to Yo-
semite park and are the furthest north
of all the big trees and the nearest
to civilization and direct lines of
travel.

These groves were formerly owned
by Robert B. Whiteside, a prominent
lumberman of Duluth, Minn. Under
the arrangement made with the gov-
ernment no money changes hands,
but Mr. Whiteside is permitted to cut
from the national forests the amount
of timber that is found to be stand-
ing on the lands that he releases.

This, however, will run into con-
siderable amounts, for it has been
figured that in one of the biggest of
the forest monarchs there is as much
timber as upon 20 acres of average
timberland. In the Calaveras grove
there are 10 giants that measure 25
feet or more in diameter, while fig-
uring in all those that could be
classed as big trees there are 93. In
the South grove there are in all 1,380
sequolas the lumber feet of which
must be replaced.

The rarity of these big trees is the
thing that makes them of primary
importance. There are in California
10 isolated groves all along the west
slope of the Sierra Nevada mountains
and In a narrow strip below San
Francisco. They grow at an elevation
of from 4,000 to 5,000 feet above the
sea level and in sections in which the
ordinary forest trees flourish. In this
very limited area grow all of these

there being prepared on earthen
stoves.

Money changers lined the wayside,
and gambling stands were numerously
evident.

One-storied structures met our eye
everywhere. Big red posters in Chin-
ese characters broke the monotony of
gray walls of mud. Temples here and
there rose above the architectural
plain and gave relief to the eye in
its otherwise endless range of thatched
roofs. The hour for our departure
having arrived, we went to the Jap-
anese station of the South Man-
churian railroad and boarded the
waiting train.

The very appearance of that train
spelt hardships for us. Instead, of a
railroad in the usual meaning of the
term one meets with a line of ties and
rails, that would fail utterly in its
comparison with the logging roads of
the western part of the United States.
Rails of extremely light weight laid
on small ties placed far apart, the
gauge being less than three feet. The
engine was a diminutive type of
forgotten days, capable of drawing a
train of 10 cars. The passenger cars
were perhaps 20 feet In length and
5 in width with a height barely suf-
ficient to enable onc to stand erect
within.

The best passage obtainable is ad-
vertised as third class. But as a mat-
ter of fact any classification is a gross
abuse of language. But perhaps we
may be more lenient in our judgment
when we learn that the road was
built to meet a military necessity in
the days of the Russo-Japanese
struggle. That it was built to carry
freight and not passengers.

The station bell rings and we are
moving out on our 189 mile run of
two days, as the speed averages but
about 10 miles per hour, and as the
hours of running are those of day-
light. Besides the Chinese public to
whom the road caters does not take
kindly to travel by night, and further
the dangers attending such a road
renders stopping at night imperative.

Our first stop is at the Chinese sta-
tion of the same city we are leaving.
Here an assemblage of Chinamen
with their bundles, bedding and bags
has been waiting our coming. It is
well for the few foreigners aboard
that they secured seats at the Japa-
nese station, for the chaotic rush for
seats by the Chnese when the train
stopped was such that their patience,
if not their personal appearance would
have suffered greatly. Once the seats,
which run full length of the cars

trees that now exist in the world.
The sequoias are survivors of a

geologic era long since passed and
are the only living remnant of It
now In existence. The tertiary per-
iod was one in which the vegetation
of the earth was so luxuriant, so
rapid in growth and so heavy that
there is nothing now existant that
compares with it. At that time the
section of the world on which we live
was much warmer than it is now,
probably because of a different plac-
ing with relation of the sun. All that
section of North America that is
about the Arctic circle was covered
with such timber as now exists no-
where on the earth. The big trees
were the individual members that
went to make up those forests, but
with them was a correspondingly lux-
urious growth of all other kinds of
vegetation. It was In these times
that the world was putting away in
its storehouses the deposits of coal
that came from these luxurious
growths and it was then that such
monsters as the mastodon tramped
abroad.

Then later the climate began to
change and finally the glaciers came
down from the north and crowded the
vegetation farther and farther south.
The temperatures in such latitudes
as that In which we live grew much
oldei than they are now and the
forms of vegetable life were largely
exterminated. When the severe tem-
peratures retreated northward again
it seemed that the big trees had been
crowded out in all sections of Europe,
Asia and North America, in all of
which continents geologic remains of
them are still found. In a few protec-

along the sides, are filled tle space
between becomes literally jamnmed with
celestials, tea-sets, and extra cloth-
ing, the last always plentiful, the
amount depending on the state of the
weather.

By the time the native horde is
packed away for safe passage the
train starts and rolls out of the sta-
tion into scenes of rural life.

The landscape is studded with the
toilers of the gardens and farms,
some with a patience born of years of
exercise, pluck the tiny weeds from
among the growing grain, others:
hitched to plowp and rollers prepare
the soil for various crops, while not
a few move along the newly made
drills with baskets of manure on their
arm, from which they drop the needed
amount of fertilizing material to aid
the natural soil to produce abundant
harvests.

The various plants cultivated are as
those met with in the northern part
of the United States. The men and
means employed in their cultivation
are similar to those of Korea. These
scenes typify' rural life throughout
the agricultural region east of the
mountains whch separate this sec-
tion from that beyond and trihutary
to Mukden.

With the sun aproachinlg the me-
ridtan we enter the foothills of the
mountains which lie between the val-
ley of the Yalu river and the plains
about the capital city, and begin th,
toilsome ascent. When the road was
built no effort was made to annihi-
late space as it follows with many a
puzzling turn the intricate contour
of the mountain side. Horseshoe
curves follow in rapid succession, and
at times the road loops back upon it-
self to reach a given point without the
expense of a fill or trestle, 'inr&"v
the summit is reached and w.- see
down before us a long reach of Il--
row valley through whlcn the road
runs. A train Is coming up the val-
ley, and we watch it run back -and
forth along the mountain siie in a
puzzling course; twice the train stops
and the engine is uncoupled and run
to the other end of the train. Then
it runs back in the direction from
which it came, but constantly climb-
ing the height. The ascent having
been accomplished, we begin the de-
scent through the same winding
course of seven terraced forms. Our
course now leads us along a stream of
crystal clear water, and past slopes
of wooded growth, along the mountain
height comes athwart the disk of the
sun, and as the shadows steal across

ed valleys facing the Pacific in Cal-
ifornia, the germ ,f the sequoia still
remained and here they took their
place among the smaller fry of a less
promising time and towered in lonely
solemnity above them.

The claim of being the eldest thing
alive in the world is unquestionably
correct when made with reference to
the big trees. The age of these
giants has been established beyond
the shadow of a doubt. The growth
of a tree eachI season is marked by
a ring and when the tree has been
cut down it is merely the simple mat-
ter of counting the rings to determine
the age. Much ring counting has been
done in connection with these great
trees and their ages have been found
to range from 1,500 years for the
young fellows hardly coming to man's
estate to 5,000 for those that may be-
gin to take on the veneration of a
competent old age.

The oldest of these trees began to
push its shoot ijww'ard at about the
time that Ada:n was stirring about
the Garden of Eden. From the stand-
point of many of these trees that are
now standing. William the Conqueror
was a man who lived hut last week
and Washington crossed the Dele-
ware but yesterday. The short-lived
fellow denizens of the forest that re-
main but 200 years have passed away
beneath the branches of the big trees
as an annual crop disappears beneath
the branches of a sycamore.

The bigness of the big trees is a
thing that it'is hard to grasp readily,
for the mer figures carry no definite
idea. The biggest of them are 400 feet
high. That means that if the Flatiron
building were placed alongside one of

the land we roll into the town of
Tsao-ho the halfway station between
An-tung-hsien and Mukden.

Here the train stops for the night.
All passengers go forth In search of a
night's rest which may be had at
either Chinese olr Japanese Inns. Hav-
ing a desire to become acquainted
with the customs of the country, the
writer and his traveling companion,
a Japanese interpreter of Chinese and
Engrish, went to a native inn. Kotow-
Ing porters conducted us through
unlighted ways and dangerous roads
to a single-storied structure and into
a room crowded with noisy Chinese
and Japanese. As the orientals carry
their tea-sets for every occasion, those
present were hurrying about prepar-
ing for themselves their dinner of rice,
eggs and tea. As the writer was the
only white man present and not he-
Ing of the initiated ones, he was given
attention in which several servants
were employed, as It is difficult for
one to help himself, being a for-
eigner. so careful are the Chinese in
attending to one's wants.

fSoon we were seated on our m:lts
weilding chopsticks in the disposing of
our dinner of rice. eggs anti chicken.
Tea is drunk before, during antd after
meals. In fact a tea-set is an in-
dispensable part of the traveling ef-
fects of a Chlnaman.

After an hour's talk by mneans of
an Interpreter with a chosen few, we
were conducted to our room whelt it

we were to spend the night. The
only piece of furniture in evidence
was the charcoal burner. The bed is
a fixture, or a part of the architec-
tural plan of the building. It is a
raised platform along the side of the
room, or in many cases along both
sides. It Is covered with a mat
woven from stalks of corn or millet.
Beneath is a furnace fire which keeps
the floor of the bed uncomfortably
hot. Whatever bedding one may need
one must provide for himself.

Long before the light of day the
Chinese are abroad preparing to re-
sume the journey which the previous
night interrupted. Having disposed of
a breakfast wantIng In variety but
sufficient in quantity, we went to
train one hour ahead of the time
scheduled for starting with a view of
getting a seat for the trying trip of
90 miles to Mukden through 10 or 12
hours of travel. But with all our in-
dustry we were doomed to ride the
platform as the Chinese had gone be-
fore us and had filled the seats and
aisles to overflowing. As the native is
accustomed to carrying his bed with

them it would merely reach up into
its lower branches, for the flatiron
building is but 274 feet high. The
tallest church steeple in your town
would be dwarfed to pigmy siae if
pllaced lnear the big trees, and the
trees in the park would hardly ob-
scure its feet. and certainly not min-
gle with even its lowest branches.
Very often these monsters grow
straight as a rod for 200 feet without
a branch, which means that you
would have to be near the top of the
Flatiron to rob a bird's nest in the
first limb.

Where the bark of an ordinary large
tree is an inch thick the bark of those
is two feet through. The greater of
them have a diameter of 40 feet. You
would have to search long in the
average forest before you found a tree
of four-foot diameter. It would take
Just 100 of these trees to make up the
body of one giant. Almost as great
a number would be needed to make
up the second cut and the third and
the fourth until 20 acres of timber
would be used in replacing the one
tree.

"The Trec of Refuge" on the new
national park, has suffered a severe
burn, and as ait consequence a great
cavity has rotted out of it as it
stands. So great is that that one se-
v'ere winter 16 head of cattle took ref-
uge In it. were kept in it by the snow
until they starved, and their bones
were found there the following spring.
A prostrate giant nearby is known as
Smith's cabin because a prospector
of that aamne lived in its hollow for
many years, and stabled his horse
there when the weather was severe.

"The Mother of the Forest" was one

him, and to making himself com-
fortable wherever he may choose to
stop, he spreads his mats on the
floor of the train, and so finds
inconvenience or impatience In a two
hours' wait for a traon.

With the first light of day we were
off on the run to the capital city. A
number of Japanese soldlers were
taken aboard as guards, for we were
in a country where brigands abound.
Owing to the slowness of the train, it
is an easy matter for a band of out-
laws to board It, relieve the passen-
gers of their personal effects, and
then slip away to their mountain
haunts, or to places of refuge on the
distant pilains. At times they hoard
a train at the station and at a suit-
able time pass through the cars rob-
bing as they go. and then hasten
away to some protected place. TO
guard against this the soldiers fully
armed pass hack andi forth through
tlhe cioaches spying out suspicious
characters. One or two guards ac-
company the ticket inspector through
the train as nmalny natives fail to pro-
\ilde themselves with tickets, antl,
whcin asked to pay, insist on a free
passage, with the result that forcible
ejection is necessary.

Leaving the foothill region we pass
out upon an extensively rolling plain
on which village communities and
Japanese stations conme and go In
monotonous regularity.

As the imnirlal government of
Japan controls the South Manchurian
railroadl, the Jananese monopolize sta-
tion sites therehy gaining a decided
advantage commercially over the
Chinese. Livestock and farm pro-
ducts make up the bulk 'if the road's
limited traffic.

In the clear atmosphlere of those
northern skies village communities
may he seen far distant upon the
plain. Scattered houses are nowhere
found but all life dwells behind the
city walls of stone or fire-burned or
sun-dried brick.

Long before Mukden is reached one
may see across the intervening ex-
panse of gently rolling land that ap-
pears to be a hill of very regular
formation rising just above the ho-
rizon. while towering over all are
seemingly dome-shaped structures.
But as the train bears one nearer to
this distant scene, one realizes that
the object of his interest is the high
wall that encloses the ancient seat of
the Manchu dynasty, and that the
dome-like structures are the temples
of the ancestral deities.

When the sun was dropping low
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of the Itanll,•lnmet trees of them allt
in the early dayi. but fell btf)ore theit
.spoiler.

.\hlng in the 50s (Gleorge Galae
trilp•ed the bark fron this tree to a I

height of 116 feet and transported it I
;, lngladll , \wihelre It 'was used for

thoturlposes uintil dtestroyed hy fire.
This was one of the prettiest trees of
thet forest. It "was 137 feet to the first
hrancth, the circumtfetletene was 90 feet
ait tihe ibase,, 45 ftet at it height of 100
feiNt. atnd It stood 340 feet to its crest.
The "tmotther'" wats bIurnetd in the for-
est tire that ruinetl iat portion of this
grove last stlntner.

A short distantce lway tlies the stark
formn of what was the greatest tree
that recent centurlies have ever
known. It is called the "The Father
of the, Forest." This tree when stand-
ing primitive majesty, was evidently
between 400 and 500 feet in height.
The circumference at the base was 110
feet. It stbod bare and limbless for
many years after white men first came
to these parts, but finally fell victim
to a gale and shivered much of Its
trunk iito fragments. Yet a man on
horseback can ride into its hollow for
90 feet.

There is another tree in the same vi-
cinity whichi was originally girdled
that the bark might be used for exhi-
bition purposes. The tree naturally
died and later local capital decided
that it might be cut down and a pa-+
vilion built upon Its stump. The task
of pigmy men going forth to cut down
such a tree seemed on the face of it
rilliculous. It was finally decided to
cut It down hy boring through It with
pump augurs. When this was finally
accomplished, so straight was the tree
and so wide the base that it refused
to fall until the first storm blew up
and upset it. Even In cutting the tree
down in this manlier 20 men worked
23 cldays. A pavilion was later built on
its stump. in which 50 people might
gather in the t\'enilngs for entertain-
ment.

The first record of the discovery of
tile big trees alleges them to have
been found In 1852 by A. T. Dowd,
a hunter, who had contracted to sup-
ply freslh meat to the outfit of the
Union Water company of Murphys,
Calaveras county. Dowd one day
stumbled onto one of the giants in his
pursuit of game. He was dumb-
founded and returned to his camp and
told tile workmen of his find. They
laughed at him and refused to believe
ils story. Tltey even refused to come
with him to see the alleged great tree.
Dowd used a ruse to get them to see
t. He came in the following Sunday,

when theret was plenty of leisure, and
said he had killed a huge grizzly and

the train pulled into the Japanese sta-
tion which is located two miles or
more from the walled city of Muk-
den. In all concessions granted by
the imperial government of China
there is a stipulation that all rail-
roads built in Manchuria must have
their stations entirely outside city
limits so that local prejudices may
not be interfered with. So when one
arrives at the end of his railway
journey he still has before him a
trip, not altogether free from hard-
ship, in his efforts to reach a lodging
place.

Different means of opnveyance are
at hand from which to choose, such
as "rikshas,'" carts, and, some dis-
tance away, a horse tramway.

The writer selected a cart as the
means by which to reach the hotel,
and with a view of gaining novel ex-
perience.

A cart is not unlike a large Sara-
toga trunk set on two pieces of scant-
ling projecting forward affording
thills, provided with a cross piece be-
neath furnishing an axle-tree for the
cumberous wheels on which it rolls
along. The top is composed of N-
shaped bows over which is laid blue
cloth; In each side is one small
square pane of lass. The front is
provided with an adjustable curtain
with one pane of glass affording a
forward view. The curtain serves
the double purpose of excluding the
passengers from the gaze of the pub-
lic, and as a protection against storm.
be it of sand or snow.

Having clambered into the vehicle
and seated myself in the usual po-
sition a la tailor, the painful journey
was begun across the prairie. We
passed over roads cut deep by the
carts moving in a direction transvers-
ly to ours. As the carts are without
springs. the bumps and knocks one
receives in a two-mile ride are suffi-
cient to qualify him, if he survives
the ordeal, for any subsequent ex-
perience in the way of transportation,
whether it be astride a Thibetan bur-
ro on a precipitous mountain trail,
In the rocking sweep of a camel in
desert sands, or in the cramped quar-
ters of a house-boat being poled along
inland rivers.

After an hour's ride through scenes
native end foreign, military rather
than civil, we arrived at the court of
a caravansary where a large number
of Mongolians gathered around to
greet with affected courtesy the "for-
elgn devil."

Having alighted from the "cab of
the north," an English-speaking pro-

Iee(ledt all hands to help bring the
monster game into camp. They all
Iac•o mpanied him through the woods

ulntil hie leIl them suddenly upon the
big tree. and said that it was his

grizzly. 'rhey were appalled by the
size of it, antd soon spread the news
of the find throughout the country.

The individual sequoia Is a tree of
exquisite beauty despite its great size.
'l'here is nothing ungainly nor awk-
ward in the appelarance of the giant
,of the woods. The first Impression Is
of magnificence and grandeur when
the traveler comes suddenly upon
thelt in the woods. The appalling
realization of the great size comes
later and steals gradually upon the
senses as does an appreciation of the

magnitude of the Grand Canyon or of
Niagara.

The trees are gloriously set up. The
base is sturdy and larger than is the

tree at only a slight height. A tree of
25 feet diameter at the ground will
taper like a spar to a diameter of 10
feet at a height of 200 feet. The great
tree is set as straight as a plumb line
upon its base, its very life depending
on this, for it could never have sup-
ported Its great weight otherwise.
The best appreciation of the tree as
a whole is to be had from a distance.
The great column fluted like the pil-
lar of an architectural structure with
the thick bark, rises unbroken for
more than 100 feet. Here the limbs
shoot out at right angles. Those
above are shorter and the tip forms
the apex of a perfect cone that could
not have been drawn in more exact
proportions.
When the trees are younger there

are lower branches that reverse the
formation of those under and there is
another point to the cone which ends
near the ground. But as age comes on
these lower limbs are shed off and the
bare trunk remains. This leafy top to
the big trees is denser than that of
any other denizen of the Pacific coast
forests, and is the most regular of
them all.

The older trees are full of brownish
yellow tints, while the younger ones
partake to a greater extent of the

dark bluish green. The giants brew[
into bloom in the winter and sift oc
the grounds below a snow of golden
pollen, while a little later comes the
shower of cones that"fairly covers the
earth, for the big trees are fruitful
in the extreme and millions of cones
are each season launched forth with
the possibility of reproducing in the
•,urse of some thousands of years the
like of its predecessor. But for pigmy
men in the brief span of his life here
there is litftle need of attempted as-
sistance in their propagation.

prietor conducted the writer to an
apartment prepared for foreign guests.
After removing a liberal supply of
desert sand, and being satisfied that
all bones were intact, the .call for
dinner was heard.

As the writer had traveled for sev-
eral days without the opportunity to
sit down to an European table, he
was glad to return to the custom of
his kind to partake of a meal a Ia
Americana.

After dinner a tour of the walled
city was in order. Leaving the inn
and passing through tortuous and
dirty lanes one soon arrives at the
city gates. These are guarded by
Chinese policemen who are armed
with muskets and rifles which are of
models of forgotten days. Once inside
the walls one find himself in an in-
closure where life literally swarms
in narrow dusty streets, dark lanes,
and one-storied shops, Chinese lan-
terns dimly burning cast a pale glow
over all, bullock carts, rikshas, sedan
chairs, and palanquins come and go
with the tumult and the shouting of
the attendants who seek to clear the
way.

A trip into the .. uter ci!y biy',nd
reveals dark ways where street lights
are unknown; but i.istead men p.:u
along carrying lanterns as they go.
The poor light does not guide the
light traveler free frulo the dangers of
a collision, so a .ont'"luous shouting
in tones diverse, but in all mournful.
By mingling with the throng .ue has
conjured up for him a grave-yard
scene where ghoulish and ghost-like
figures come and go making the night
hideous with their cries as they wend
their way along.

Not being able to determine the
lay of the land by night, the writer
made his way with no little difficulty
through the darkness back to the inn.

The next day the walled city was
again the first objective point of in-
terest. Having arrived early at the
entrance of the city a few minutes'
wait for the gates to open was neces-
sary. But soon ponderous hinges be-
gan to creak, and a mass of wood and
iron parted in the middle and two
great gates swung bank to the walls
as perhaps they have swung for a
thousand of years. Waiting crowds
inside and out began to stream
through the great arched ways of the
bastion amd the main walL The
writer ascended the great flight of
stone steps, that leads to the top of
the wall, and from there up into the

(Continued on Page Twelve,)


