
TI E BBUSY MISSOULA POSTOFFICE
No establishmnent' shows the general

progress. In any business better than
the postoffice. It, so to speak, tab-
ulates the amount of business tran-
sacted from day to day, from year
to year. Its tallyings as constantly
rise and fall with the fluctuations of
business as does the barometer un-
der a varying atmosphere. If trade is
brials, the postoffice readily verifies
the fact; if, on the other hand, money
is slack, it is equally as quick to
show its shortage in business. It not
alone shows the financial growth of
the community, but it accurately re-
cords the increase in population in
the volume of its business.

The annual reports of the Missoula
office compare very favorably with
those of other offices in the north-
west. The year 1908 was the greatest
in its history. For the above named
year Salem, Oregon, has the honor of
being first on the list; Missoula fol-
lows, with a 12.9 per cent increase to
her credit. There are only four first-
class postoffices in the state-Butte,
Helena, Missoula and Billings-named
in order of their importance. Great
Falls has a greater population and
more carriers than Missoula, but her
receipts have never reached the $40,-.
000 mark. To all who have taken an
interest in Missoula's welfare, the fol-
lowing figures may not come amiss:

Per cent increase
over

Year Amt. . previous year.
1899 .. ... .$1'4;289.20
1900 ... .... . 18,575.40 16
1901 .. ,...... 18,116.26 9.6
1902 .......... 20,063.17 9
190 . .. 21,204.91 5.9
1904 :.. ... 23,084.59 8.5
1905 . 26,083.97 14
1906 ......... 29,880.27 13
1907 ... , .. 87,244,-16 21 5
1908 ......... 42,285,78 12,9

Number of domestic money orders
issued in 1908, 26,735.

Numbr of international money or-
ders issued in 1b00, 3,139.

Number of registers received in
1908, 20,000.

Numbem of registers dispatched In
1908, 111,000..

Number of mails received per day 14.
Number of mails dispatched per

day, 14.
Amount of mail received per day

1,300 pounds.
Amount of mail dispatched per day,

800 pounds.
Express pouch service has been

granted Hamilton, Victor, and Stev-
ensville on extra freights 63 and 64.
This gives these places two daily let-
ter mails.

Ten Million Letters.,
Ten million letters have passed

through the electric cancelling mia-
chine since it was installed 27 months
ago. Allowing 50 letters for a pound,
this means 100 tons of letters.

The Missoula office was placed in
the first-class list the first of last July.
This, together with an act of congress
passed two years ago, make it pos-
sible for all employes of the office to
rise successively to a salary of $1,200
per annum. *This maximum salary is 1
only reached after five years of regu-
lar service, service as substitute be-
ing taken into consideration.

Henceforth Lincoln's birthday will

Call Up
PHONE 20

For your Groceries.

If you don't get what you

want

Call Down
Barber & Marshall
The South Side Grocers.

Phone 20

QuIt Renting. Own a Homestead
Why pay rent for property that has been farnned for the0 last quarter of a centur.:?

Come west, to the new coutntr, where l(rIt er cIops are raised Mach season than in
any part of the east. Co(11 w(est, where the cojintry affords natural advantages never
even dreamed of elsewhere. Come west to the land of perpetual sunshine.

The Government Is to Open
the Flathead Reservation

Which will afford thousands of homiesteads cin the finest, richest and most productive
land in the United States, to the general public. All persons in possession of their
homestead rights will have the privilege of registering for a tract. of this valuable
land. The IPresidntf'l proclamation has been issued and registration will open July
15, 1909. Ydo have no time to lose. Write at once for our free literature and infor-
ination,

Fiathead Reservation Information Agency
Box QMissoula, Montana

at be looked forward to as another day
Ln of rest for the postoffice force. Nine

holidays and 15 days of vacation is
the sum total of time granted with
pay. The 15 days are exclusive of

ir holidays and Sundays. Substitute em-ly ployes are not granted vacation with
,7 pay: rather they have too much

vacation without pay. They get 30
cents an hour for the time employed.

is
Free Delivery.

, City free delivery was established
April 1, 1099. Two carriers served the

o city at that time, Another carrier
I was appointed in 1901, and a fourth

if one September 1, 1903. On the latter
date the first delivery was made in

n South Missoula, This section then
included scarcely half as many peo-
ple as at the present time. In March

a 1905, the fifth carrier was appointed,
h and the sixth was put to work the
1- 15th of last July. These constitute
it the present delivery force of Missoula
d proper. Practically every person with-
>f in the city limits receives mail at
I- least once a day. In no part, even in
o the busiest sections, are there more

than two deliveries per day. Owing
s, to the extent of territory covered by
d the carriers, it is impossible for them
.t to reach more than one-half their
d patrons on a second delivery within
r the timpe limit of eight hours. Those
- living in the remotest parts of the
a city are as much entitled to two
- daily mails as those next door to the

postofflee. But ithe department says,
a "No! Serve the nearest ones first;

then, if you have time, go to the
next." Special stress is laid on the
rule that business sections should
have the prohiptest service. The car-

6 tier force is Inadequtate to serve such
a scattered population satisfactorily.

9 Free delivery service has not been in-
s creas9d proportionately with the in-
crease of business in the postoffice,
nor yet with the growth in popula-
tion of the city. Two additional car-

9 riers would greatly relieve the pres-
entc needs of the service. Should the
department htave seen fit to allow the
extra 1digi seked for' from time to
time, the Work of free delivery would
have been quite efficient,

Carrier Routed.
The pI esrriers cover approximate-

ly 76 'ile per day, or 22,500 miles
pelt' y 'afof 300 delivery days; and
over this intricate mileage, they dis-
tribute 190,000 pounds of mail, or 75
tons. This means that an average of
about 20 pounds of mail is delivered
to every man, woman, and child to
whom rpail is carried. And, still, the
carrier's work is not fully itemized].
More than 600 registered letters and.
packages must be carefully delivered
and receipts received for the same. A
completed directory of the names and
addresses of all persons on his route
must bb kept. All changes must be
noted, and now names carefully en-
tered daily.

No. 1 is entirely too heavy for one
carrier. It covers 144 blocks In a
well-settled section, and serves fully
2,000 peopil.

Rural Delivery.
The first rural free delivery out of

Missoula was granted in July 19041
Since then twvo other routes have
been established.

R. F. D. No. 1 covers Low's addi-
tion adjoining South Missoula, the
Orchard Homes; parallels the Bitter
Root river four miles southward, and
ends in the suburbs of South Mis-
soula. Originally it included the uni-
versity, but this portion now has city
delivery, This route is 24 miles in
length, and has a daily average of
75 pounds of mail. For the past two
years it has been served, faithfully
and very efficiently, by a lady car-
rior. It pays $75 per month.

R. F. D. No. 2 includes the outskirts
of West Missoula and the fanting
section of Grass Valley. Although it I
is a thirty-two mile route, the mail is I
light. Salary $75.

t. F. D. No. 3 supplies the settle- I
I ment on the Rattlesnake north of Mis-
soula. This neighborhood is well-set- I
tied, and receives a good, average f
tmail. Being a short route, 16 miles
in length, it pays only $52.50 per (1
month. t

Pioneer customs of delivering the
mails to the scattered settlements are 1
fast vanishing, even from the Rocky E
mountain states. Modern Missoula g

supplies only one forlorn Star route.
This one accommodates Donner, Sun-
set, Potomac and Clearwater on the
Blackfoot.

Mail for Fort Missoula Is alo dis-
tributed from the Missoula office.
They make the trip twice a day for
their supply.

One hundred and fifty specll de-
livery letters are mailed at the of-
flee per month, and more than two
hundred are received. These require
Immediate delivery by special messen-
ger, but the office has experienced
much difficulty in obtaining prompt
response to calls for messenger service.='
Eight cents is allowed for each let-
tar delivered; yet it means a good
'51nllop M101 a ureti 01 lieval Jo irap
Nor can parents afford to deprive
their boys of proper schooling for the
sake of earning such paltry sums as
the messenger service commands.
Herein through the better sense of
the parents and the school manage-
ment, lies the chief difficulty in se-
curing the best results in the special
delivery service.

The Office Force.
Twelve clerks constitute the work.

r ing force of the office. While thi
postmaster is not counted among thi

1 12, still he is the busiest one in the
office. Besides attending to his offl-
cial duties, and looking after the de.
tails of the office, lie fills a clerk';
place at the money order window
Certain duties devolve upon each
clerk. The proper disposition of 5,00(
letters and 1,200 pounds of other man
mutter every 24 hours is a greater
task than most people imagine.

The demand for a sub-post office in
I South Missoula Is constantly increas-
ing. The population of that portion
of the city is sufficiently large te
warrant the request. Here are lo-
cated Missoula's principal seats of
learning. Here are people from all
parts of the state locating, building
up homes, that their children may
have access to these institutions. The
university, the county high school the
Garden City Commercial college, and
the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul
railroad can justly claim their right
to a more accessible postoffice. Be-
sides being of great benefit to the
people of South Missoula, a sub-sta-
tion would supply the routes to the
Orchard 'Homes and Fort Missoula,
thereby shortening the trips. Further,
it would relieve the main office, and
prevent the carrying "of the many
heavy loads across the bridge, thus
diding to expedite the delivery of
the mall in this section.

January 1st, 1905, the present quar-
'ters were occupied. They were then
overly commodious, but the business
of the office has already outgrown its
allotted space.

The term "crowded" is scarcely suf-
fkciently expresiiive to describe the
condition of the office at times.

*Work at the general delivery win-
dow has increased to such an extent
that it requires almost the constant
attention of two clerks.

Before the holidays, the stamp de-
partmeni was removed to one corner
of the lobby; here it will doubtless
remain until the building is deserted.
Since early in the fall, the mailing
department has occupied the time of
two clerks; wherein, previous to that
time, one clerk did all the wor}c, ex-
cept during the holiday rush. This
year, in time of the rush, they were
literally swamped with packages. Up
in the registry office a thousand re-
ceipts were written in a single day.
For several days the sales in stamps
exceeded $500.

The office is never entirely desert-
ed. Clerks have their regular shift
of eight hours, some working all
night.

By the recent establishment of Dis-
trict No. 1 of the forestry department
In Missoula, considerable work has
been added to the postoffice. The
daily mail for this new recruit, alone,
fills two large bags, to say nothing
of the registered sacks direct from
Washington. One floor of the new
federal building, which will be erected
soon, will be occupied by the local
division of the forestry. The time it
takes the department to preoare it
new home for the Missoula office
may seem long to wait but Uncle
Sam has promised; he will "make
good."

A MODEL COMMERCIAL COLLEGE

At the south end of the new Hig-
gins avenue brldge stands one of the
best appearing, best arranged school
buildings in the west, the home of
the Garden City Commercial college.
This school, recognized as being
thorough and up-to-date, was organ-
ized almost 16 years ago and is now
a strong institution. E. C. Reitz,
proprietor and business manager of
the college, says, 'Since this insti-
tution was established it has been a
building, not of brick and mortar and
stone alone, but of reputation. Re-
sults achieved after years of stren-
uous effort make what we call repu-
tation, which is simply the coucen-

" R. F D., NO. z"
R. F. D. No. 1 is an unusually

hard route to carry.. Since its estab-
tishment less than' five years ago,
five different earniers have attempted
handling it, four of these, sooner or
later, throwing it up in disgust.
Each resignation savored of the same
sentiment; each ended with the same
conclusion, in effect if not literally-
too much of a good thing for the
money.

Originally this route included the
university, University avenue, and a
part of Gerald avsnue. Last July this
portion was given Gity delivery, which
shortened the trip three miles, and re-
lieved the rural carrier of a heavy
bunch of mail. But the route is
still ton heavy to be served with per-
feet satisfaction.

For the past two years Mrs. Anna
Buckhouse has been the faithful car-
rier, During this period she las
handled more than 25 tons of mail,
and traveled four times the distance
from Seattle to Boston. To ac-
complish this task has cer-
tainly meant greater sacrifice
on the part of the carrier than many
pf her patrons are aware. Two
horses are needed for the work; ctela
making three trips per week, or 72
miles The land through which the
route lies being of a deep, heavy soil,'
makes the trip very burdensome in
bad weather Regardless of the con-
dition of road or weather the work'
must be done She has 1made the trip
ill zero weather, . when a lighted lan-
tern only prevented 11ro11 freezing; in
drifts of 1now, ill summer heat,
through muddy roads, when' her horse

.was all but exhtusted Oat the end of
the journey. Modestly, courteeusly,
uncomplainingly, .attending strictly to
business, this unassuming lady car-
rier patiently performs her 'duty day
,after day. Sangiline, bpyond a med-.
crate degree, of success in her work,:
and diligent to ntaintain a good ree-
ord for punctuali~ty ` and exactness of
service, she naturally feels, with some
degree of despondency, the sting of
injustice now and then received in ex-
change for her many favors.

At 6 o'clock in the morning her
horse must be fed, then her own'
breakfast prepared, and it lunch put
up for her trip; at 7:30, she must be
at the postuffice. Here she has al-
most an hour's task; besides arrang-
ing her mail delivery, she must keep
an exact account of every piece of
mail carried from the office. Twenty-
four miles then lies before her. Every
box on the route must be visited.
Wherever signals are displayed it
means something. Her time-limit is
eight hours, but scarcely ever can sheI
return on time, because of the many
details to look after on the trip. In
this box, for instance, is an order for
two stamped envelopes; In the next,
five two-cent stamps, or five postal
cards, are wanted. This patron has
a package to be mailed; when weighed
at the office, it requires 10 cents post-
age instead of 10. the amount sup-
plied. h'fit' next patron nw t. h)1!

trated opinions of thousands of people
regarding a definite object or person,
iReputation is for this reason valu-
able; it is not the creation of a day,
it takes years to secure. It can,
however, be spoiled in a day and only
incessant vigilance and fixed integ-
rity will retain it. Reputation is
therefore a safe index and a certain
indicator which can be relied - upon
icith explicit confidence. This is par-
ticularly true of this school."

The heads of departments in Mr.
Reitz's school are H. K. Rouser,
principal of the commercial depart-
inept, and Mrs. Laura B. Reitz, dean
of the shorthand department.

The purposes, the aims, the "plat-
form" of the Garden City Commercial

der for 73 cents tomorrtw." So, be-
fore the trili is completed, she has
a doedn requests for this and that,
each deterring her progress.

Montana, like all her sister states in
the wvest, Is noted for her cosmopoli-
tan population. In every locality types
of various nationalities are inore or
less conspicuous. The settlement- cov-
ared by R. F. D. No. 1 is not an ex-
ception. Among its inhabitants are
men from all parts of the
civilized world, differing in ideas, in
vocations, and, therefore, to a great-
or or lesser degree, in interests.

Comparatively, a very small part of
the public have a proper conception
of the rules and regulations govern-
ing postal employes, therefore, al-
though the carrier laborers day after
day among the people, yet, the extent
of his or her work is not fully under-
stood nor appreciated.

Mrs. Bluckklouse must carry a sup-
ply of stamps, stamped envelopes.
postal cards, a registry receipt book,
and change of address cards. She is
allowed to do errands for patrons, so

I. W.II WC.roIn I. F. Thruilk1kill

McKeown & Thrailkill
BI.OKEliS ANI) (0)1MMIS 4)N M11i(('ANTS

Itoomus 5 and (, 4th Floor, First National Bank Bldg.

Telephltu 297.

Ask us for quotations on Hay, Grain and Vegetables in

car lots.

We are agents for the famuous Liquid Gold and Blue Ribbon

Butter. Try it. Your grocer keeps it.

college are set forth in the follow-
ing paragraphs:

To give to both sexes technical and
practical education for business put-
suits.

To offer persons of neglected edu-
cation such opportunities as will en-
able them to amend their deficiencies.

To afford to the students of acad-
emies, colleges and universities, as
well as to pupils of district, public
and high schools, finishing courses of
study to immediate use in business
life.

To impart such a mastery of book-
keeping, shorthand, typewriting and
related studies as shall give its
graduates an occupation whereby
money and a living may be earned.

long us it does not delay the delivery
of the mail. As is the case with ill
postal employes, she is under bond to
insure a faithful performance of her
duties.

Oil returning to the postoffice she
must fill out a trip report, a record
must be kept of every piece of mail
collected, and all new names or
changes of addresses entered in her
route directory. Besides these, there
are many other minor details to look
after, including the purchasing , of
supplies for the next day, and, as per
i crder, doing the will of her patrons.

Silently, day after day, her task
is accomplished; silently she moves
within her little sphere, secluded, as
it were, from the world at large.
Dacly her watch-care in withdrawn
from her true-self-the ones for whom
she lives, on whom her thoughts are
cver stayed. Luckily, her two chii-
dren are fast nearing the are of ma-
turity. Denying, economising, sacri-
ficing, the true mother is laboring
with hand and brain in their sup-
part, keeping them in school against
odds. 1er reliability easily surpasses
every responsibility allied to her po-
sition. An example of her keen sense
of duty is found in the unrelenting
fulfillment of her work.

To give in talks and lectures valu-
able hints and general information
as to subjects which are too exten-
sive to be thoroughly taught in the
alloted time.

To do the work in the shortest
time and at the Idast expense cob-
sistent with thoroughness.

To provide eligible situations for
those who properly prepare them-
selves. Satisfied that vigorous ac-
tion wins, we propose energetic and
persistent work for' and with ,11 pupils
entrusted to our care. We are thor-
oughly convinced that the best claim
a school for businhss can have to
consideration, is the fact that it edu-
cates not drones,, but live- businets
men.

Everything New and Up-to-Date

Prompt ' Sertie Skilled Cooks.

M. B. COSGROVE, Propr.

Take one meal here and you'll want

to come again

107 W. MAIN ST,

Missoula - *- Montana


