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JUST AS THE CAB STARTED THE SWEDE FIRED POINT BLANK.JUST AS THI

CARCELY a month of the four

years in office of a president
of the United States passes that

at least one crank, more or less men-
tally , deranged, does not call at the
White House to tell him exactly how
the. affairs of government should be
managed or to beg an utterly foolish
favor at his hands.

And there is scarcely one crank out
of all that may call within that al-
lotted time who ever sees the presi-
dent face to face. Chief Wilkie and
his secret service operatives and the
employes at the White House are ever
on. the alert for such individuals. They
handle them promptly the minute
they are recognized. for what they are.
Once in a very great while-general-
ly years-a crank may get by the
guards and speak personally with the
president. But such an occurrence
is as. fare as a snowstorm in P'lcrida
in August.

They come-these cranks with "mis-
sions" of the utmost importance--
from all walks in life and in all
guises. Many of them are well edu-
cated and give but slight indication
of their mental derangement. Though
the majority of them are foreign born,
women are not infrequently found
among them. Fortunately, most of
them are harmless and are to be pitied
rather than censured for the queer
concepts of their unbalanced minds.
B~ut the guards cannot afford to take
chances with any of them. They are
either cajoled into leaving upbn some
attractive pretext or ejected firmly
ahd decisively. Many of them are
serious; a few are tragic and violent,
but the majority are merely pitiably
humorous and grotesque. Whatever
their, nature, they must first convince
the policemen of the White House
squad and the secret service men of
their sanity 'and harmlessness before
they can so much as remain in the
White House grounds. During Presi-
dent Roosevelt's administration imany
of these cranks were apprehended and
sent to the government hospital for
the -insane, across the Potomac river,
or, returned to their homes and
friends. Whether Mr. Taft will be
equally honored remains to be seen.

The police department blotter in the
District of Columbia shows the names
of 87 arrests, since 1900, of men and
women who visited the White House
on a "special mission" to the presi-
dent.

It may seem strange that but few
of these cranks are from the District
of Columbia, but such is the case.
Most of them come from New York
and the New England states. St.
ILouis and Chicago, however, may be
depended upon for their quota. Corp-
paratively few of them come from
the far south or the far west. Letters
from cranks, however, many of them
almost hooks in length, are frequently
found in the White House mail. The
queer characteristics and the still
queerer "missions" of these unwel-
come visitors who call on the presi-
dent are interesting, indeed.

The most up-to-date crank to visit
the, -Whi'te' House was a native of
Swltzetland, who sought most earnest-
ly. be bid of the president in protect-
ing' him against his enemies. There
is nothing unusual about that request.
]put this unwelcome visitor insisted
that his blood-thirsty enemies were
pursuing him in airships. He stated,
with an expression of the utmost hor-
ror', that they had planned to soar
over him in their airships and hurl
down bombs upon him. In case that
tailed, he informed the officer on
guard at the White House, these
same merciless enemies had contrived
and fitted devices at either end of

HIS ENEMIES WERE PURSUING HIM IN AIRSHIPS.

their airships which held large tanks N
of compressedi air. With this air

t turned upon him his death would be
-but a question of time, he pleaded.

lThoen there is the crank who comes
to warn the president of a plot against

I his life. Not very long ago an Irish-
Sman with a surprising regard for the
appropriate mystery of his appearence
called and asked for the president. He
had blackened his face and hands and
disguised himself in other ways to
escape detection, as he supposed, on
the part of those whom he came to
warn against. Of course, he was
stoppeil by a secret service man, to t
whom he was finally induced to un-
fold his tale of overhearing a band
of bloodthirsty anarchists plot to as-
sassinate the president. He begged
to be allowed to guard the president
personally and even to sleep outside
his door.

An embryonic muticralter once called
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"ORA.. THE WATER OFF OLD POIl

upon the president and insisted that 1
everyone in the United States should
be renamed; that the hymnal of the
Episcopal church should be changed
-completely and that a new ritual
t should be mad1 compulsory in the 1
Masonic order.

It is not always that these cranks
are harmless, however. In 1904 a
Swede from the middle west journeyed
to Washington in a freight car for the
purpose of obtaining aid from the
president against people who, he said,
were trying to steal his patents guar-

t anteed to revolutionize several Ameri-
f can indutries. His, dress was peculiar,
- his conyersation 'suspicious and his,
- demands to see the president some-

C what alarming. Policeman Cisele, of,
the White House squad, told him he

I would usher him into the president's 1
e private office immediately. By this 1
pretense he was led into the guard- s

- room, in the basement of the east 1
r front of the White House, and a cab J
'l was summoned. Just as the big Swede I
t was being shoved into the cab he
i evidently smelled a rat, for 1he drew I
e a large revolver and opened fire on

I ili officer. His aim was wild, andi m

t the government hopital for the in-
I sane, both women were sent back to

e their' friends.
I Another type of unwelcome visitor
.1 is the man or woman of the inven-
e tive mind. All of them have inven-

lions that will literally reverse the
forces of nature and even change the

z positions of the sun, the moon aad
3 the stars. All of them are more than

e willing to let the president in on the
e ground floor of the fabulously cap-
italized and miraculously successful
stock companies they have organized
in their own minds. One inventor from
Colorado declared he had an invention
that would utilize the forces of gray-
ity for almost any purpose. Itailroad5
might be run by it, automobiles dri"-

e en, airships kept aloft, millwheels
turned and manufacturing plant ;sp-

s crated. Outside. of th3 lar.;' block of
- stock he wanted the president to take,
t he begged the chic; executi 0 to com-
b pel the commise:'cher of patents to
a grant him a paton. on his invention.
e Another Inventor, who dil not be-
V lieve in trusts, had a ntarvclous

a scheme to transport ice from the
I north pole, in order to force the ice

I kings into poverty and starvation.
All that. need he done, he argued, was
to obtain a congressional appropria-
tion for the cutting of the ice up in
the Arctic regions and then have the
United States war vessels carry the
ice to the different cities of the coun-
try and distribute it. In this manner
the ice trust would melt away as
rapidly as does its own product on
a sweltering August day. The police,
needless to say, manifested a most
abnormal and enthusiastic interest in
his` plan, and conductel him to one `f
the station-houses to talk It over at
further length.

There was notting small, In concep-
tion at least, of the plan of a woman
crank to drain the ocean off Old Point
Comfort, a seaside resort on the Vir-
ginia coast. By doing so she was
positive that she could find a large
amount of money hidden there by
conspirators who mere seeking to de-
prive her of her rightful share of an
estate of over half a million dollars,
She did not feel at liberty, she stated,
to drain the sea off Old Point Com-
fort until she had obtained the presi-
dent's permission, as the ocean be-
longed to the United States, and
benct to the president.

A certain lunatic a few years ago
had appeared raveral times on the
White House grounds and conducted
himself so strangely that the police
decided to look into his case. His
answers to their questions wore so in-
coherent and meaningless that he was

(Continued on Page Four.)

IED POINT BLANK.

Its wound. The policeman's recovery was
itsloo, Ihowevef. as the crank h01( CXi-

be dently prepared the bullet with soce
sort of poison. After firing the shot
the lunatote was overpowered ant
it placed In the station-house. In due

St time he was sent to the government
hospital for the insane, but later tak-len 

charge of by some of his friends
cein the middle west.le President Roosevelt's gtards wece
ont e confronted by two *women suf-

to fragists. They made the modest de-

JO mand that the president retire from
t office immediately in their favor. One

as of the women had even gone as far as
to, to choose her own cabinet to assistn- in the dischcrge of the duties of the
]d nation's chief executive. Nor would
s- she stop there. The cdmiral of the

't navy should no longer be a man, but
nt a woman. The other woman clained

le that President Roosevelt had boldly
usurped her place as the people's

cd hchokce. After a short incarceration in
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