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EXTENT OF GREAT FLATHEAD IRRIGATION PROJECT
NOT THOROUGHLY UNDERSTOOD OR APPRECIATED
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Map of former Flathead reservation showing boundaries of th several unite of th irrigatio•in project, canl s
completed, canals under construction, canale projected and the principal storage reservoirs. The canals shown

are only the main gatlhering, feeder and distributing ditches, it being impossible to show the network of laterall
on a map of this scale.

Chapter I.
"Stranger, ]'n tellin' y lo that title

In the limit. We're getLin' some rain
now, ut itf she turns hot we eaift
save these crl'ops in no fashion. We're1
.mre gettin' the '*orh t of it on this Irri-

gatlon business. Themn engineers have
been foolin' 'round out here for twoor thren years, drawin' mapi an' all

such rot, when they ought to he dlggin'dtcles., This land could all be uender

water this minute, but there ain't
notliln' doin yet. Then when theydo get you sonlme water they want to

hold you iup for it. A poor mnan has

no show at all any more. I'm cleaItdisgust e d with the whole layout."

Chapter Il.

"How do you do, young man? Thatgate opens on the other side-there.

Pretty warm isn't it Have a drink ofthis well water: it's nice and cool. Yemst

things are looklnt pretty good and
this rainy weather has given our grain
such a start that there is not muchchance of a failure now. gven if It does
get dry and hot later in the seaeron.

No, we won't get any water from the
Irrigation sy.stmn this year. ,e didn'texpect it and had no right to, for

Judge Witten, who had charge of the

opening of the reservation, made itvery plain to prospectlve homestedtders

that there was no date set when thesecla'ms could be supplied. We've got

to adopt dry land metlWlds juet as
though there was no water in prospect
and if we do that 'we can get along for
at year or two more all right. But say,
when that Irrigation system Is com-
pleted we will be o. K. I took a ride
up over the line of the bhlg canal atthe foot of the. mountains yonder last
Sunday and I saw things that opened
my eyes. Those engineers have laid
out a great .'he'me. I never knew Just
what It was before, but I asked a few
questlons and had a good took atwhat's goin' on, and, take it from me,

when the whole thing is done this
country Is assured of water for Irriga-
tlon forever, season after season.
without fall. I've been here a-ix months
and never got out to look over the
work before, so I had no idea of just
what those enghieers were doing. I
bet there is nine out of ten settlers
who don't know any more than I did.
They' have all been pretty busy, I
koow, tut It will pay any of them to
take a Runday ofl and uuo the same
as I have done, My trip was n'orth
a lot, andl I asn inore than satisfied
with thls'beautiful ooua.try, and know
that its future is assured."

Two extremely simple "chapters" are
the above.. - he betag so widely at

vu'laria e with tih othlotr, altithough i - ' '
rerning tlhi aitme question, is signifi-
cant when considering the (onditions

at work in the mnoking of a Treiat
agricultural couintry froti the formerSbarren FlIothead Indian reservation.
The .tatements anti the type of men
who lnadle them must he analyzed
carefully qefore the deductlon can abe
applied ito the openiht of tihe reser- t
vation and the developintllt of Its rar-
able and Irriglhil land. I

It Is the statement of those famll-
iar with the history of the opening
of Indian lands In the Unlited States
that there are always two distinct
types represented by the early settlerr.
The first is the hona fide ho" t .tander.
the man who files on the laud, i.iys
his teeo, huilds him a houtse and set-
tles down on hls pliee to live up to
the requirements of the liw and to es-
tablish a permanent home for himself
and his family. The first few yearn
in anyV new country are usualily ontes
of hard work and little ipay. Itut the
settler of this typo extpects this, is
not disctullraged, doek not kick, keeps
working and adding to his improve-
mnents and developments, bconming a
factor for wealth and goodl in the com-
munity.

The second type of settler is the
renter who comes into the place withd
Idea. andtt plans altogether different.
Isi alms are speculative rather than
industrial. He rents all the land he
can handle as cheaply as posalible,
builds only such improvements as are
absolutely imperative for hlt con-
venience during his short sojourn:
works the land to its fullest capacity
during his term of temporatry pro-
prietorship and then "hikes" to some
other field of activity. He Is usually
a kicker against the conditions that
existed before he invited himself to
come into the conmmunity anud of whilch
ihe should have been fully advlised,
stirs up a spirit of dissatlsfaction
among his neighbors and rarely stands
for anything good or offers assistance
to any community movement for ad-
Vancemerit. He goes, leavin" the lanl
he worked robbed of much of its rich-
ness, run tdow n at the cornllrs, anld
an unslghtly tumble-down shack and
a dirty, hay-roofed barn ua a nronu-
ment.

Thesf two types are general, accenrd-
Ing to the best authority, hut of course
there are exceptions to the rule. Fome
renters are at the same time home
builders and tqrn the money they
make on rented lands Into a fund' for
thb purchase jof that or some other
tract in the conmmunity. Rome homne-
steaders are 'not kome builders, either,
atd move along slovenly' paths,

"cuPaIn' " their link and the country
III whith they Canl e', no opportunity
ioi' tllthing go d,.

Problem for Government.

But the ~overnltlen hIas ft llld ithe
two' types mentioned ho distinctt in
handling Indian lands that it has been
a problemi milch e'onsideredl. W~hen the
regulations •overning the Flathead
o(penling wr wourkts out lnmuct careful
attention was given the prob)lemn of the
ranter. As a safeguard, loth for the
tndlanr and the comr.unity, renters on
the I"llthead are reitilred Co enter into
a contral'llt, which become a part of
their leases, to constru(t certain alhh-
ltanltial Improvements, a part of the
value of which is allowed tlo apply on
the rental of the Iand. '.I this Iway
It better class of erily .settlers has
ieenll ecured and the re'mslts are al-
ready manifest itl those who have been
IWatching the deve\lopment of the
rented farms, ol' which there are a
great numbllnr, ion Ilhe recel'ntly-oplenedI
reserve.

However, some of general type have
slipped in and It was such a one who
is quoted in "chapter" one, above.
Comparatively, this man had a. much
better piece of ground and better crop
prospects than the holnesteader quoted
In "chatjter" two, but tlls war. a hif-
ferent spirit. The men quoted were
only two of several interviewed bly the
writer who re'ently made i trip across
the lower section of tiln Flathead
country, but the sentinlmlt expressed
'Wee typical. First, it shows that there,
are some kickers among the new set-
tlers who are, in I sense maliciouts.
Becond, it lays iLre the faItt that tI
great many are not fully advised as
to the plans anrl even the work al-
ready accomplished in the way of Irri-
ration upon which the whitle territory
will eventually depend. Thlis last seems

more Important. If mornrt woild, Ilke'
the optlmitlei homesteader, take a day
off, awing Into the Hdidtle and get over
the ground, talk with thus engineers
and learn Just what Is being planned
and how far the tork is progressnir,
still better satisfied would they be-
come. It is to assist in a better un-
derstandllg of the lbig' Flathead Irriga-
tiorl project that this airtlle is ulnder-
taken.

First Plan.

When senator Dixoni first took up
the matter of ope•rng the l'luthead r's-
ervation to settlerent lie wats C•lm-
fronted with the problem of carlin
for the Indian waisrds of the govern-
ment first. Arrangemelits were made
to give each menltier of the tribe ian
allotment of land, hut to make these
landsi capable of supporting the red
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CONSTRUCTING HEADQUARTERS AT FLATHEAD

MAKING CANALS THROUGH THE GRAIN FIELDS

S"EVERY PERMANENT CAMP HAS WARTERWORKS
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NINE PIPE STORAGE RESERVOIR DAM AND GATEI
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