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him up as Hig Instrument In the great
stroggle for our matlonal entity, and
hig life wae not sacrifieed In valn, The
lepeech of Lincoln was eloquent with
Lutmplielty,  Na high-flown adjectives
were gpread through his digconrse, JHis
Pelmple and stralghtforawrd utterancees
1, today, among the finest examn-
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vietory s sure to come™

LOFTY SENTIMENT—Iverywhere

this country today there will he

wig. ipite, the theme of which will be the
Han Francisco—United News Agents,

graduates of the university, recently
addressed a letter to his fellows, ask-
ing that they join In an expresslon of
dlsapproval of recent aetlong of the
state board of education relative to the
unlversity, The Missouln membership
of the alumnl met last woek and con=
sldered the Groenwood letter, It was
the most carnest effort that
this meeting secured

only by

the minority nt
the adoption

af gven a mild cxpres-
alon of “regrot” at the r|1|rnu||-_n:- of this
boprd's acthon. Tt |y to the credit of

[which tell from Lincoln's lips should | (he minorty that even this mild re-
Th [ be treasured as @ priceless herltage h."',|.rnn:-h wig exprossed, Tt 18, we think,
this nation. e gave us maxims which |1, the enduring diseredit of the ma-

Jority and of Its jeading spireits that

| they sought to ovade the real Issue and

o
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man could

be hypocritical in |
miention of this wonderfol citigen; and

fadmiration  which  every man of
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PASSING EVENTS

|the natlon to the other, one of An .-r.|1nllrlir!l_\' work of wostern Montonag

Last week brought symptoms of [ jeu's most graceful weiters has ,,,,l.|;|r1u-r-.- was & trend toward a commion
spring In western Montana, while the caw 4ho great tiuslolan brings #ome- | Ovganigation to handle the community |
east was shivering In an away-below= | wyore 1o its expression  the motive| business.  This js the g need of
gero temperature,  Perhips the s¥mps fwhioh has been entwined from first |,.:Ih-- pregent situation In'western Mon=
toms are purely | mitory, but they | awr by his musie-droma, so dbd the | tane: the sooner such an org intzatlon |
are pone the less enjoyuble and I We exprossion of Lineoln's passion for ]:I‘\: i perfected, th e I the work |
get a March flurry of chilly weather, country  reach its culmination ip the |now belng careled on be made mors

will  fur

February 8
|
The warm sweather |

these
pleasant memories,
brought with [t certain inevitable acslwe cannot dedies

companiments; thers was not a li'.l]f\h-,—,,[..

roand un le phrases of

nry addrs

election activity—some purely local anad | ph.

much attendant upon the broader feld | gipugeled he

of national politivs, The spring vield | gbove oyr poor power to add to or

-II‘III at the mesting as

of candidates Is large; more than e bieaet,  The world il Hitle note

usual number of men, iU secms, (8 pre- ong remember what we sy here, hut
sented for the o erition  of ””‘I It can never [orget what the did
voters this vear, If the other crops of | hep I is us, the livihg, rather, Lo
102 compare with this yield, there will i by dedicated  here o the unfinished
Lo a reviglon of all agricultural rec- fwork which thiy fought here huve

whi
ords, Baseball symptoms became acute | 1hyx "
last of the
of 1the season is abmost heee; the lteh-
g the

Faap

Ba 1

advanced, It s
II'.‘1ll|1'r‘ for us to be here dedicated to

wiek; the diote apening |

|r|u- grear task remalining before us—
ill.‘ilﬂilull'lw,.: from the

Ing sensation, whieh @

honored dead we tule

#lgn that the “play ball” eall I8 due, [ increased dovotlon to that cause for
in felt in every system. Abave all :n:l!|-..-|\,. h they gave the lust full mensure
through all the season’s other symp- |[of devotlon: thal we here highly re-
toms runs politics; soek ng you will [golve that thesp dead shall not have
for gulet, it I8 not to be found; lls>-5.1|n| in that this natlon,

man with the one cundidate who is n!ri..-l, st

Il have a new birth of fre

Bure winner  amd the one plattorm | dom; and that government of the pe
which will sweep the country, Is to he by the poople, for the people,
found on every hand. 1t may be that | shall net perish from the earth, ™

It 8 only February, as the calenda

S0t geem go; elther |

u.'\d»-|'|

iken In eulogy of Lincoln; surely nrnilu' diseuzged In

his ad-|day

|surely no words can fully express [!|{|!|’Iﬂ!l‘l|li||l' here on that date for the dis- |
us fcusslon of matters of common interest,

seurity to the highest station i the|cussion were taken at the
| world ana there potained his stmplleity mecting of commer
= jand hig purity of purpose and of |!-t:I.;'T'Ih'H1‘“.\'-
LOf that wonderful speech, which wiltjthe Hamilton gathering was encourng
| e quoted thls week from one end |i|‘:l“M’ to those who are e

this| tIeCtivey,

v have consecrated it far | developed at

funlversity demands a
or imls-|

bring

iloes not

up another gquestion
concern the present diseuss
slon,  As [t appears to us, the welfare
of the university shoutd
considerntion of al] its
capeclnlly of all s alumni,
secing to uy that the v

which

fricnda and

It forther
fare of the
prompt ehange
In the attitude of the state board of
education regarding certeln  matters,
well understood,  which  directly and
vitally affect the university. There
Wil he, we are sure, a good attend-
ance of people Interested In the uni-
versity exercises next Friday, in gom-
memoratlon of the establishing of the
the state,
should e

institution by Upon  that
emphatically
borne In gpon the mind of each of us
that the welfare of
the

oecasion, It

the university |s

main question, In fact, the only

He lived | 2Uestion which I8 concerned in current

discussion, It Is nelther wise nop pa-

| triotle to seck to Inject personal ques-

tiuna,

WEBTERN MONTANA — Anather
uestion of publie polley—but of quite
another sort—Ig the watter which s to
Mispoula next Thurg- |
of the|

by the representatives

Montana who o ¢

towis of western

should feel for him who rose from oh- |'”1" preliminary stops toward this dis.

Huamilton
lal ¢lubs, held fast |
epirlt which

T nervided |

werned In the

more direet In reaching lis

we cannot hallow this ground [;mrtuul wark #o as to Include all of |

e men, lving and dead, who| western Montana was a matter which |

Hamilton and which was
Immediately selzed upon by those |

A=
the wisest course

to follow. Thig decision made

emsary to defer finul action antll west-
Monts wns, nat then and thers
represented, could Dbe  reached, The

meeting which is to e held here next
Thur Ia the stguel of the
segsglon, It I8 belloved that all
ern Montana towng will be repro-
sented and that there
action taken.

lnst

will be definile

AN OPEN TOWN—Muore than once,

recently, have there b

expresslons
of the wish that Missouln might he,

nnee more, “an open town”  One day
lnst week a4 man ealled at the edl-
tarinl rovms of The Missoulian to give
Bpecia] emphasis to this wish, He had,

he sald, Just returned from Groat Falls

indjcates, Lut it d OUR LEBSON—If we can Ivarn to|PP1 Great Falls wus “open” He de-
tin 24 lar [s wrong or this is o most Lapply to the solution of the probilems clarpd it made business better. Loess
precocions Felmaary, The "”"'3""|"""“i“m.-n confrontsus, these days this than  twenty-four hours after this
slgns make it certaln that we are 0 jorty principle of cltizenship: it wﬁi“’l"“‘"-‘ call, thers wag a Girent Folls
huve a long season, for ft Ie a long | .., draw from tho example of Lin. |"feer in Missoula, soeking 4 hoy who
reach to November, when the votes|, . the inspiration and the courage to fid vobbid i rricnd of his own family.
Wil be enunted,  And It 18 a situation meet the newer  responsibilities op| The boy was found and his gullt was
Wwhich promises to reguire all the time e izenship as Nie met the confesged. It was o sirange cass in
there s for Its solution: never wis| which were Wiw: if we some of Jis aapocts. It was distress-
there such o complex of conditlons o vieiee Tt i dordase ERa Rt Ingly gad in aly of its ghases, The boy,

LE Now oonlronts th
plex ns to candldt
1o lssues,

voter; it Is com- .1._‘]”_'_“ he exemplificd

ELRITS % oie as
1 complex as{y, yyien o hollday upon each recurring

Hannlver ¥oof the birth of this mun.
Bet from more than a majority of 1‘.u'|””[ A6 we properly regand this holls

wha ¥? Do we, In tact, place the right
| Interpretation upon any of aur natlonal
And the GUCH- Lholldaws® Do w mike
tion of candidates fs o long way [t

But the opinion which yo

anen tielk politles s that it is
going to be mors o questlon of eandl-

date than of

plat forin.

not of them

; : i playdays and Jose #ight, almost entire-
Lelng settled; s as far away fram Iy, of thelp slgniffcance? The nation
gettlement ag Felruary 48 from June, 18 now face to face with the gravest
Meantime, we have a lot of troulles erisls that 1t has met sinee the at
of our own, issue presented dtselfl In the time of

- - [ Lincoln, We need all the counsel we

LINCOLN—This ngs us on CE0 ECtD owe need wll the precepts that
larger portlon than is its ghare of the T80 be lald down for us. This Lin-
holidays holiday-laden month, | S9N birthday possesses for us great
The rirst of these is the anniversary waibillties for good; get
of the birth of Lincoln. Tomorrow the ["HE 0 the day all that fc holds for us,

wenk

of a

it we can

nation rests; In most of the states the ||t Will be g profitable day, Indeed,
day s a legaliz d hollday, If only this | f P
holiday were devoted to the purpose | CHARTER DAY—The werk alioad

for which lowas designed, to the study [ beings Charter day ot the stile uni-
of the life of the great president -.uuii\rl'kin' and the duy Yrings us to the
1o of the lesgons |conslderation of some serlous prollems
which that lfe teaches, the l'\\-‘vljt,\'v|\||' toeal Tmportance, Tn the considera-

the consideralion

hr*!t]-nn of unlversity matters, lately, there

four hours of the holiday would
well spent and would be for the ;;m-!ltnn been & tendeney to lose slght of
benefit of each one of ug and all|the broad questlon of the welfare of |

SHome of the sayvings of Lincoln | the

ingtitution.  We cannot  belieya
nutlonal  watehwords; [that the unlversity I8 pot greater than
they are quoted by arl;-.nul{:I;ildrr-:u.l]n-_\-iull_\- one mdan or than any set of men,
are repested by statesmen, It e \vu]||ln a recent address, President Duand-
that this should be #o, This nnm'niw-l_‘-' gave expression to this sentiment,
life was sacrificed jn the endeavor to It should be the sentiment with which
save this ecountry of Of his|we approach any considerstion of the
Bplendid talants, of his seemingly inex- [afrfairs of the universify,

becnimne

have

aurs,

then we do well |

ording to his own story and accord-
Ing to the story which g toll (F35
friends, is o vietim of  “the apen
town®  Ho 8 bue a boy, bul he has

his

learned to gumble, He learned to B
Bl in
torwn, "

the olgar

Stoves of “the open
He lost a gum of vioney which

be the [ll'wlI

| defocta,

| preference balloting has been madae, but
| the polle ¢

it nec- |

was all beyond his men ne. The gambler
to whom he owned thig money rung a
game which haos at least the taclt
sanction of the officors of "the open
town™ If the mtoriea told here are to
he believed, Thig gambler Inglsted upon
payment, threatening dlsgrace if the
money was not fortheoming  The boy
dared not tell his mother,  There wWas
one thing left for him to do, He dd
It Now he §s tasting the bitter frult
of the seed sown in “the open town.”
We do not know  the econditions  in
Great Falls, We tel] this story as it
wan told o us—told heiween sobs and
monng of angulsh, It 18 a story which
hag been told of more than e “open
town It I8 a story which will be
told us long a8 there ' ls an “open
town” anywhere, The "open town" may
have a semblance of prosperity, but it

it

“Following Old Trails |

XXXV.-—The First Pay Gravel.

The Hell Gate canyon must be given
the credit of furnishing the first|
“edlors” which directed attention to!
the wealth of the bars In Monhma.'u'
atreame and gulehes. To Granville!
Stuart and his brothers the credit ls!
due for making known to the world|
the existence of gold in these streams,
no matter whether or not they were
the first to find the shining par-|
ticles which denpted the presence of |
wenlth, The discovery made by the|
Bruarts unquestionably hastened ithe |
development of Montana by two decs |
ades by attracting here the tide of
goldseekers which had been syeeping |
ta the const and to the diggings In |

s only n semblance. The prosperity
is not genulne; It ja tasely counters
felt. We want none of it here, There |
are  blasted peputations and hrukz-lxl
hearts  scattered wll along  the trli.ll|
wherever  there are  “open  towns
There Is a law against gambling, 17 it
lg not enforced, officers are grafters.
We'd rather have elean boys than dirty
[offleers.  And the terrible lesson which
(we had last week showed that [t s
ane or the other; there I8 no compro=
mise position,

Lilncoln, however, is «ecially popnlar
with  the schoolboy beenuge he was
horn 8o that his birthday comes during
the term and not in vacation time, A
holiday in February i« worth two in
July.

The death of a lumberman, In Mis-
soula, from the effects of marphine
calls attentlon onee more to the eoge
with whivh this terrible drug can be
vhitained In this elty,

The British suffragettes have forceed
the government censor aut of his Jab;
he ecould stand soclalists and dyvna-
miters, but when the women got after
him, he had to quit.

If home bricks are osed they must
be good bricks, I home materinl of
any kind s used, Jt wmust be up to

standard.  Patrlotism will not conceal

The first count in the presidential-

Yet open. 1f you have not
do 8o this week,

virted alre

thit Lorimer's attorney
nome “Haneoy™ Inst
| forfells all right to the

by spelting his
Hennessy,™
i,

Idaho gulches, There Is some contro- |
versy as to who was the actual dis-!
coverer of Montana gold, but there

Ig no controversy at all as to whare |
the discovery was made. It was in|
Hell  Gate, the Canyon  of rat |
Things. |

When I say that there ls controversy |
over the matter of the individual who |
made the discovery, I do not mean |
that Mr. Sautrat has ever sought to |
guin any lnurels to which he waa|
not entitled, He has always been
frank In his statements that others
had found gold befara his party panned
the sands In Gold ecreek or washed
the  gravel of Ploneer creek, But
thers  have  risen lately  some
lconaclasts who have sought to deride
the mssertlon that it was the Stuarts
who originally made known to the
world the presence of paying gold
values in Montana. Tt Is they who
have stirred whatever controversy
there Is.  Thelr statements, I belleve,
are not worth consideration, Montana
oweg mueh to Granville Stuart, than
whom no state ever had a more faith-
ful or more accurate historian, and |
ona of the items in the blll which heF
holds against the state which has|
been for so mahy years hls home, Is|
the fact that it was his pen whlt-hl
summoned to Montana the rush of lm—l
migration which peopled the gulches |
and valleyva many years ahead. of the !

date when the natural course of |
settlement  would have drifted 1.ll|l[
wav,

tributaries that the first “colors' wcra|

Here in upper Hell Gate canyon, was |
enacted the scene

In the days of the gold stnmpedea.l
[t wag one more of the incldents of |

The v best part of It s that Mis-
soula’s victory In debate = g
along lnes that  eaunt
(basketball or foothall,

more than

T lurger sense, | Ak, more cortadn of results, The | T'he apology of Blumenberg, howoyer,
we cannot consge- | broadening of the scope of this im-| 7008 not change

the public's verdler in
the Lorimer case,

San Diego, being short of wator, po-
sorts to horsewhipe to oppose the T,
Wo W, forces, Slie will have hard swwork
winning,

The homr ndustry eampalgn calls
for the patronage of all home Ins<tity-
thons, You ean get the o ity

| ¥ou want,
; Moreover, the debating victory of
:.\Th-s‘-ul:l high school demonstrates the
(value of consistent, systematie train-
|Il|g.

b which would Le
much appreclated, s an order fop Job

{printing sont to The Missoultan shop. |

¥ that advances in
1 be suspended,
e been hung up

The presidential-profer.
£ne

Mlssoulian
vate Iy one of the straws which
show haw the wind blows,

Tt seems that Ialy stuek her hepa
Iinto a veritable hornety nest when she
LEOL aver dnto Tripoll,

Mike vour plans #o0 ag ta attend the
Charter-day, exerclses, Friday, at the

universjty, | L

Dan't worry about what tdmoreow's
weather will be; cnjoy the delights of
toduy,

! The Misrouling
| wor
ing.

class. wl makes life
HWying, Try it for that tired feels

It Is also well to remember that Lin-
leoln's fame I8 hased upon honesty,

|

|
|
| & 0 funny ereature,

A hit=valentin

Pull together all the time,

Reviewing

Boy Scouts

Fresident Tart, General SBir Robert

hapstible gtore of patience and endur- (ihe spirit of this sentiment that George Major Butt reviewing the Boy Scouts

ance, of the love of his greal heart, Crecnwod, ohe of Lhe inost

respected of America In purade before the White| scout

[ Houpe. ¥he distinguished general, hero

It was In Baden-Powell, Ambassador Bryce n,..]f"f the battle of Matoking, during the

| war, 18 making a hurrled visit to
| Amerlea In the interests of thi hay
movement,

winning | the

First Things.

{0ld gold pan!

| quickly great and wonderfully rich,

James and Granville Stuart and thelr
Immediate following, who pereisted In
their work and finally pushed re-
luctant fortune to the wall, were tha!
real first finders of gold in paying|
quantities at the feet of ‘The Bhining
Mountfines.' ™

I have betore me a copy of a letter
which Granville Bluart wrote In 1876, |
telling of the incidents which led to
the discovery of gold in Montana. It
18 an Intercsting story and It is best
teld in the stralghtforward style of
the ol ploneter, now the second-oldest
cltiren of Montana in point of resi-
dence. 1t Is not only Intensely inter-
but it glves an Insight into!
tha charactor of the man, revealing
as It does his utter unselfishneas. No-|
where does he endeavor to direct all
the limelight to himself; he freely
#glves to others whatever credit is their
due for thelr part In the discovery
which was destined to make Montana

Mr. #uart says, in this letter, which
was written to the New Northwest,
published in Deer Lodge:

“In the year 1852 a half-breed named
Francols, but who wons known among
his nassoclates by the name of
Benetsee, and who had just returned
from California to the Rocky moun-
talns, began to prospect on what s
now known as Gold oreek, In Deer
Lodge county, and found light float
gold; but, as his prospecting was |
necessarily of a very superfickal c'l‘lar-!
acter, he found no mines that would
pay. The fact of gold being found |

1

Iatin valley, was namsd. The party
found good prispects In & branch of
the Benetsce, of Gold creek) na It now
bogan to be cailed, which branch took
the name of Plke's Penk gulch, from
the fact of the discoverers being from
Pike's Peak, as Colorado was then
generally called, Dther parties also
began to straggle (n from Pike's Penk
and Utah, and about the 2Bth of June

Bamuel T. Hauser, nk Louthan,
John Alt and W. B nee arrived,
being the advance guard of g number

who chme up on the gleamery from
8t, Louls, and who werp on thelr way
te  Florence, In the |SBalmon river
mines, not having heatd of the dis-
coveries ot (Gold ereek, where, hows-
ever, mapy of them stopped, and are
now among our oldget and most re-
spected clitizens.” ,

And so it cameo. to pass, As you
ride through Hell Gale canyon In this
year of 1#2,  seated vomfortably in
the train which spéede through his-
torlc scenes, you may observe, If you
will, the turbld current|of Gold creek
as it flows down into the Hell Gate,
In the spring and summer season the
flaw of this historie stream ls yallow
with the washings from the placer
camps above, for it ia {rue that there
are yet miners working the gravel
which ylelded the first Montana "col
ors.” In old Ploneer, In Plke's Peak,
in the gulch below Yam Hill<in thesa
first diggings of Montjna, thers are
yet men taking out gold. Verlly, “the
first shall be last.'

When I firet visitgd the Ploneer

there, however, became noised about | diggings, thers yet werp standing the

among tha few mountalneers still In!
the country, and in the spring of 1858
A party, among whom were Robert
Hereford, date of Helena, John
Baunders, called “Long John," (who
could throw a stone with almost the
force and precision of a rifla ball),
Bill Madison and one or two othera,
who were passing 'Benetses’ creek on
thelr way to Salt TLake from the
Bitter Root wvalley, where they had
spent the winter trading with the In- |
dians and prospecting a little, found |
maore gold than had been obtained by
Benetsee, One plece welghed about 10

Grant, who used to show It, up to the |

*“The matter rested here until the

which was the spring of 1338 when Thomas Adams '
Initial movement in the great drama | (now of Washington elty), Reece An-
which was etaged in western Montana | derson, B, H. Burr, John H, Powell,
and  James
searched for gold in that vicinlty and
history which fix the ‘right of Hell | found as high as 10 cents to the pan
Gate to be known as the Canyon of | of gravel;

and dranville Stuart

but, as they had neither

What a momentous day | provisions (they were living on wild
| that was, when eager eyes watched | meat stralght, without salt) nor tools, |
sediment in the bottom of that | they could not accomplish anything, |
| more. especially as the Blackfeet stale |

old slulee boxes which!had been in-
gtalled when the first mining was
done there. Perhaps some trace of the
old workings yet remains; there waa
some of the old plant to be seen when
I was last at the camp, & few years
ago. Crude were the beginnings but
they led to grohter things; there fol-
lowed the modest discovery on Gold
creek, the wonderfully rich finds in
Alder, Last Chance, Cedar and Bear—
bars which ylelded milljons and from
some of which, nuggets| and dust wre
even now being taken.| It was ona
of the great first things—this*casual

It was on Gold ereok or ong of its| Cents, and they gave It to old Captain | prospect work by Granyille Stuart.

It wae not all good, however, which

found which established the claim of | thne of his death In 1862, as the first | came with the Influx of white pop-
Montana to the title, “Treasure State’ | Plece of gold found In the country, |

ulatlon after the discovery of gold,
Black sheep dwell in every fold and
there were plenty of them in the flock
of humans whigh surged Into the gold-
‘bearing valleys and gulches of Mon-
tann, The story Is familiar of how
the flock purged itself; the history of
the Montana Vigilantes s one of tho
most thrilling narratived ever written,
In this connection it Ia|interesting to
note that one of the figst—If not the
very first—miners’ courfswas held on
Gaold ereek. In the mpnth of July,

Following each motion of the exner{l four of thelr horses and so harassed | 1862, an old Frenchman stole somo
them that they abandoned the cnunl.ry|h-\nles and other property from the

{ hand which alternately dipped the pan |
[into the water and then swished |
| around the mixture in the shallow
l container, these expectant eyes |

gleamed as the zediment In the pan
| diminished in quantity under the skill-
| ful manipulation of the hands which |
| rocked It in the pecullar fashion of |
!llw man who knows how to pan g-.rld.:

These eyes gleamed because they saw |
llh-_\ black sand appear as the lighter |

stuff was washed away; then they|
| gligtencd as they saw the specks of |
:yi.‘llnw appear in the mass of block.
| They knew they had found gold!

It §s claimed that Father De 8met
and Father Ravalll early knew that
there was gold In the _streams of
weatern Montana, but they kept the
socret agz they wished thelr Indlan
| charges to become better prepared to
withstand the contact with the stam-
| peda which wus 4inevitable when it
|hecamr« known that Montana's bara
wera treasure-laden. I have talked
with men who sald they had heard
the ploneer priests say thatfthey Lad
early found indications of the pres-|
ence of gold in this region. Lieutenant |
Mullan |s also cited as another of |
the  possessors of early knowledga of

the existence of gold here. Instances
ara  given, too, of Indians who
smoked pipes  which wers thickly

the clay of which they were made.
Lewis and Clark had found gold signs
and some of the members of (hgir
expedition had been enthuslastic over
soma of their discoveries in this line;
but they wers not gold hunters and
they did not make much of their find
tin the wilderness,

Thera i that other story of a
mysterious, long-beared man com'ng
into 1ort Renton In the earllest days
of Ita existence with a sack of gold
dust which he sold to the trader thers,
Thern s, too, & story reported by
Ligutenant Bradley of Fort Missoula
in 1875, In effect that he had been
told  of another unnamed east-side
prospector of the fiftles. Perhapa thie
wis the same one, He s encounterad
wherever you go If you are seekiag
information as to the early hiatory
of Montana mining, But nobody knows
who he was and nobody knew Lhen
where he got his gold, He ls ns mys-
terious na the Lost Cabin mine,

It 18 refreshing, in delving through
the Nterature which deals with this
subject, ¢o enepunter the perfact
frankneas with which Granville Stuart
wrate of hlas discovery and the free-
dom  with which he ylelds credit to
all who had seen gold before he saw
it In Montana sands. In his higtory
of Montana, Joagquln Miller poya chis
tribute to Mr. Stunrt;

“His (8tuart's) direct narrative un-
tanglea the skein where the threads
sn often cross and becoma entwinad
ona with another; and whers you
would, but for this little book, find
anly confusion and tumultuous clash-
ing of accounts, all Is' made as plain
#8 o newly blazed trall, You faollow
[ this trail confidently, for It 1s as
true on ita face as the mint mark on
Montana gold, which he was mlong
with those who were with him, really
the first to dlscover."

And, farther on in his hlstory, the
great Californinn writes:  “You will
observe how generously he gives the
credit of the discovery of gold in

T repent that the verdict of time will
tel the coming generatlons that,

for a time, returning, however, in the

Gold creek settlers, James Btuart and

fall of 1860, firm In the falth that |a nelghbor pursued the thief and over-

this was a rich gold country.

the meantime, during the summer of | Helena's present locatlon,
1860, a mining enthusiast named Hen‘ry}mturnud to eamp with

Thomas (but who, as soon as his|
peculiarities became ¥nown, was desig- |
nated ns ‘Gold Tom,” by which he ever |
afterwards went), came by the way of |

Pend 4'Oreille lake and began to pros- |

pect on Benetsee creek about one mile
west  of where Ploneer City now
standa.  Almost unalded, he sank a
shaft over thirty feet deep in the
glacial detritus along the cresk, getting
a lttle gold all the way down. He
nleo washed some on the surface at
this point during this and the follow-
Ing summer, but only made about $1.50
a day, owlng to the greay disadvantage
under which he worked, His windioss
and four little sluice boxes, hewed
out with an axe and now fast falling
into decay may still be seen whera
he worked, Alas! poor Tom! The

| writer lost sight of him In '68 or 67T

and often wonders if he fell & victim
to the ignus fatul of Coeur d'Alene,
Peace River, Stickeen, Casalar, White

Plne, Ploche, Yellowstone, and last,!

but not least, the Black Hills, and,
wherever he may  be, may fortune

j smile upon him with a broader grin
studded with fine gold, contalned In!

than fell to the lot of any of the
ploneers at ‘Ploneer Creek' in 1880-1-2,
He usualy preferred to be alone, and
would spend days and weoks among
the mountains with no other com-
paniong than his horses and trusty

rifle; wet he was not at all  mis-
anthrople. In the fall of 1860 and
#pring  of 1861  Anderson and the

Btuarts prospecied in the dry gulches,
putting into Benetsce ereek and found
what they considered good paying
mines, but they did lttle towards
working them that meason for two
reasons:  Pirst, they had very few
and imperfect tools and no lumber
until they could get it whip-sawed;
and second, all ths party except the
writer went 1o Fort Benton for the
purpose. of purchasing supplies from
the steamboats expected up the river
that year. The one boat (The Chip-
peway) that started up was burned
near tha mouth of Milk river, and
the summer was lost walting for her.
On this boat were Willlam Graham
of Phillpsburg and Frank L. Worden
of Miseoula. Barly in the spring of
1862 the ®tuaris, Adams, Burr and
Powell began to mine, having had
lumber sawed by hand at 10 cents a
foot, and picks and shovels packed
up from Walla Walla, 425 miles dis-
tant, by Woarden and Higglns' traln,
that brought their gooda to Hell Gate,
and on the eighth day of May they
get the first string of slulces ever
uged In Montana, and began to mine
by the old plek and shovel process.
In 1841 the Stuarts had written to their
brother Thomas, who was {n Colorads,
o come out here, as they thought
this a better and richer country than
that, which opinion, by the way, they
have seen no reason to change, and
gtill adhere to. Thomas showed the
letter to many friends of his, and the
result was that quite A number left
there in the spring of 1882 for Deer
Lodge. The first of these, a party
of 12, arrived at Pioneer on the

‘twentieth of June, and among them

was J. M. Bozéman, who was mur-

Montana to the credit of another, But;dored by the Indfans. on the Yallows|

Atone In 1867, and after whom the
tlourlshing town of Bozeman, in Gg-l-

In the [took him on Prickly Pear creck, below

Hls captors

him and he
was glven a trial before a court of
miners. ([#His gullt was |clearly estab-
Hghed but he expressed repentance so
profound that the regulation penailty
for harse-stealing was not enforced.
‘Instend, the old fellow was given 13
hours' time in which 10 get out ‘of
!lhe country, and, when the miners
leame to consider his age and his con-
!liltilm of utter destitution, they—in
| court assembled—subseribed $15 to give
him a start. The cash donation was
supplemented with a generous gift of
provisions and the old man left tha
district forever.

Other gulches ylelded greater riches;
other camps ddrew ater crowdas;
other communities devdloped greater
erimes than the offensp of this old
Prenchman; other colrts imposed
greater sentences; Montana hecams &
couniry of superlatives as the develop-
ment of her placer diggings went on.
The plek became the successor to tho
pan as the ledge replaced the gravel
as the source of gold, Great cities
took dhe place af primitive camps.
Established courts dispensed justice In
the stead of the Vigilante tribunal—
more formally, perhaps, but never
more effectively, Montgna hecame 2
state with all a state’'d prerogatives,
The growth was rapid asd substantlal.
But it all dates back to|the day when
the Stuarts and thelr companlons
washed out the "colors” which gave
themn  the' assurance that thers was
vast treasure locked in the hills of
Montana—hidden in “The 8hining
Mountalng,"” |

If I were an artist—I jresume every
man haa ldeas which he delleyes would
make great palntings nnd longs for
tha ability to deplet them—if I wore
an artist, there are {wo picturesa
| which I would like to pajnt. One of
of these would bs the ralsing of tha
Cross of Christ in ths Bitter Root
valley, when Father De Smet in 1841
brought the message of the Gospel to
the Indians of the mountains, The
other would be the ‘scens in the Can-
yon of First Things, when thoss
plonéers washed olt the first “colors”
from the gravel on Gold creek and
gave to the world a |new treasurs
house which has yleld its milllons
and which has given greatness to &
new state. 1-llka to think of those
young men, earnegt and ¢ager, a8 they
leaned over the man with the pan,
watching NLim to see what his expert
touch would prove as to the sanda
of the beautiful stream along which
they stood, To me It 18 one of the
wonderfully interesting scenes in ail
higtory, To me it possesses a special’
fascination, To me It seems to ba
tha one pieture which marks the be-
ginning of Montana—Montana, pre-
pared by the other pleture, for the
great future which Is hers.

‘Out from Hell Gate canyon sped the
news of new gold, Back came the
response in the form of strong, active,
enrnest men. Then out| from Hell
Gate canyon thess men scattered and
found other gulches rich in dust, The
farmer came and the manufaoturer;
(the stagecoach and the rillway, A
great state has grawn from that dis-
covery In the Oanyon of First Things.
—~A, L. 8,

i iliunulu, !_'eb,_ 1




