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PASSING EVENTS

anys they arr' Taft says Lthey are not.
Which way do you declde, Mr. Mis-
soula voter?

DECISION RECALL-—~There was, as
we sald the other day, a great hue
and ery made over the reyolutionary—
go-called—utterances of Mr, Roosevelt
fn his Columbus speech, dn which he
advocated some plan of review of court
declsions and suggested that it would
be better and more practleable to have
a recall vote upon declsions than to re-
call judges, From the bench and from
gome membera of the bar there
a ory of protest agalnst this sugges-
tion, and the president's protest was
the loudest of all.  Yet, almost be-
fore the echoes of the Baft protest have
dieid away, comes the oplnion of the
chief Justice of the mupreme court o
the Uplited States in the patent case,
In which the presiding officer of the
highest tribunal in the land declares
that the opinfon of the majority of the
Justices of that tribunal should be
modified, and if no modiflcation ls pos-
slble, congress ghould protect the peo-
ple froi the supreme court. Iz not
thig full justification of the position of
Mr. Roosevelt? And is not this opinion
from the highest judicial officer in the
land worth considering? And does not
this high opinion give the stamp of ap-
proval to the Roosevell suggestion?
We have had Chief Justice White held
up 80 long as a model of conscrvatigm
that this dWinion of his should add
\\;r.-lghl to the plan advanced, merely as
n suggested method, by Mr, Roosevelt,
The occurrence of the supreme court
declsion at thig thine was most oppor-
tune: It was the best campalgn ma-
terlal that the Rossevelt folks could
possibly have had.

came

BUSINESS CONTROL=—"This coun-
try's chief commercial need today ia

steady, honest businesgs conditions. But

there can be no business peace untll

LT o there is business justice. Uncertainty

The week which ended last night|is the worst foe of honest business:
brought us to the close of the first|and there can be np certainty under

stage of (he city election; It advanced
the Toosevelt campalgn to a degree of
etrength which is encouraging to the
great majority of the voters of the
country: It developed the fact that the
anti-Roogevelt people are driven to
desperale ends In thelr endeavor to de-
feat the nomination of the colonel; it
added new force to the demanpd of the
people of the country for direct pri-
maries; It demonstrated the benefits
which the primary’s use brings to the
people who enjoy the privilege of the
direct vote; it made certain that
fight for Roosevelt Is the hattle of the
people for their right to name the man
they want for the presidency. 8o wmuch
for the politics of the weck; there was
no demoeratle polities, for the
erats pausc to sec¢ the outcome of the
TRoosevelt battle; they k-ow that the
wuecess of the Twosevert campalgn
means the defeat of democratic hopes,
and they are losing courage as the
Roosevelt prospects brighten, In the
local field, the week's most important
development was the movement, well
started, to bring about the bonding of
the county for the construction of good
roads, There was also an awskening
of Interest In the work of the chamber
of commerce and a guickening of the
activity of 4he now  association of
wastern-Montana  commercial  clubs,
Each of these and all of these inel-
dents of the weelk marked good prog-
ress In the right directlon in this part
of the state.

the

demao-

THE GREAT BATTLE—The peaple
are for Roosevelt and the pollticians
will have to be—thus may be sums
marized the conclusion  which the
weeld's progress In the great battle
warrants, The line hetween the Roose-
velt and the antl-Roosevelt platforms
is sharply drawn; the one places the
responsibility for the government in
the hands of the people, while the other
declares, In the language of Mr. Taft,
that the people are not to be trusted.
Henator Dixen, at the outsct of the
Roosevel=campalgn, made the offer to
submit the guestion of candldacy to the
direct vote of the people; thls chal-
lenge was clumsily avolded by Chair-
man McKinley of the Taft cpmmittee,
Mr. McKinley dodged the issue and
questioned the authority of Mr, Dixon
to Issue the challenge. Cdme then Mr.
Toosevelt's complete Indorsement of the
Dixon challenge, and Mr, Dixon, in
trapamitting this indersement to Mr
Melinley, sald: *“I shall be glad to
know whether Mr, Taft, whose personal
represeniative you say you are, similar-
ly indorses you in rofusing that test”
o this, Mr. McKinley has not yet made
direct answer. The Taft people are
not willlng to trust thelr chances to a
vote of the people; they fear the re-
sult; they prefer to rely upon Yhe
strength of the machine to force upon
the party a candidate whose nomina-
tion they mugt know will mean certaln
defeat.
to throttle the velee of the people, re-
gurdless of the consequences. The
mmlt commitice fs not only will-
hw-bit la anxious 1o have the ques-
tloa of the republican nomination sot-

qm &- g volo ‘of the vepublivand .o
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The MeKintey committee hopes
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our present business laws. We must
have just and modern laws which will
let honest business know what it can
do on the one hand, and krep out of
the pockets of the people the criminal
fingers lawless  intercsts, the
other hand”  Bueh was the avalyvsis,
by one of this country’s brightest men,
of the country's busineas siluation,
made night last week. In his
opinion, every sound business man in
the eountiry will congur. Business sta-
Bitily can come only from the cerlainty
of 4 just and honorable :'.u]h.',\' toward
huﬁin;au, There can be no stability as
long as we are compelled to endure
vascillating policy of the administras
tion which s now closing or the dis-
turbing  policy the demoerats
have sought to establish during their
brief eontrst of the lower branch of
1‘1;nm‘uuu_ And we have, just at this
time, the terse, cloar statement by Mr.
toosevelt of hils ldea of a sound buei-
ness  polley.  Mr. Roosewelt nuserts,
truly, that we spending 75
ecent of our time in quarreling among
ourselves and 26 per cent in the ef-
fort o advance our commerce. This,
he says, 18 pot o healthy condition,
“Phere should be absolute clearness of
the law and there
tent administrative
world of industrial production what
the interstate cominerce comimission
las done for the world of industrial
transportation.” 8o says Mr. Roosevelt,
and then reviews the proposcd reme-
dicy with this concluslon, whivh should
commend itsell to every thinking man
of business:

“What our people want is that the
evils of big interests be eradicatled
and the advantages, the benefits pre-
seryed,  Our people realize that the
trust problem ig & blg problem, but
they, the people, have the hard comn-

of an

one

which

are per

ghionld be @ compes
body to do for thed

mon sense necessary to solve it, It
will not solve itsell.
“The people must solve it, And they

must golve it by inslsting on a just and
wike, but thoroughgoing and cfficient
control. Lot our opponents of reac-
tlonary hablt maké no mistake. The
people Are demanding more volee In
affajrs industrial, no less than In af-
fairs political. Our opponents helleve
the people cannot be trusted. We belleve
that they can be. Why? ecause they
have Leen educated und because 1hey
are of the stuff that gives good re-
sultg under examination.

*We must achieve a permanent pros-
perlty based on justice—a prosperity
which must come by the wige and
resplute effort to control business Ly
law and especially by adminlstrative
work under the law.'

BENTIMENT—Wiherever there has
Leen anc opporiunity for the people to
express thelr sentiment through the
ballot, the presidentinl preference has
been &o strongly in favor of Roosevelt
ag to leave no room for doubt as to
where the people stand in this matter,
Ten to one lg a modest statement of
the ratlo which the preference ballots
haye ghown. - Bo overwhelmingly is this
in favor of Hoosovelt that it 18 no wons
der that the Taft committes is not
willing fo let the people declde. The
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Taft preference seems to ba in rnvur!lllat sort bring business with theny We‘
of letting the steam roller do the wurk,; belleve the issue of the proposed bonds
and the old machine Is grinding nl.u;htiwuuld be a good thing for Missoula
and day, Never was it put to such a county. We have heard no formal ex=
straln before; it is carrying now more| preselon from the eounty cornmission=
than fta maximum load, and it is|ers, but we do know that, In a gen-
threatened with a breakdown at al-|eral way, they are fuvorable 10 good-
most any minute, If this old machine road work In a thorough and H}'MIP!II-

Follo'win‘g Old Trails -

XL.—How the Black Robes Came,

One of the mural paintings which
will decorate the new state eapitol |s
ta bear the title, “The Quest for

does break down, Its wreek will em- atle way, The chamber of coninercs
brace the hopes of the anti-Roosevelt| hay made a good start in o good di-
people, for all are centered upon this rection in this plan.
machine. The number of McKinley| -
autographs placed ibdfore -men 'with| The opponenta of the Hoosevell cans-
federal johs thia thowth fhitleates that ""J“fr-ﬂ"-':siﬂh;}: theum-omn] Inm; nu]r.
responide a e eolone
the ohuirmbd ‘of the’ Taft bureau Is oy, 1|Ir>|'uu::- il I::tn:;‘ nur;l'r:"]mm"d' "
prolifie writer. The l!'llr'rn which Buve pug been because they had no pri-
come 1o Missouly lately, compared with maries.  Wherever there has been an
those which arrived early in the game, opportunity, ihe response has been
indicate, however, that the writing fe Prompt and certain,
not w8 easy or as fluent as it wis| “’?I-‘-n. the New York World,
ecarlier. But the expression of the HUl= L wanted  Grover Cleveland  nominsted
timent ol the people bhecomes stronger far a third term, it held that the argu-

in 1804,

each day, There appears to be no Ments against a third term were “not
uestlon that Noosevelt s gaining CORelusive” With the nomination of
:rﬂund g FHINE Roosevelt an apparent certainty In

(1912, why does not the World take Its
view?

. rurnm
8T. PATRICK'S DAY—Today the

world joins with the song of Erln in Secretary Wilson says Dr. Wiley has

: - | n valuable man, bul the secro-
paying homage to Ireland's patron' oy prlor aver the Wiley resignation
good St Patrick. Wherever there Is an does not appear ta ]m inconsolable,

Irishman, he wears the green today
and there are millons of others who
love falr play and a square deal who
Join with the Irishman and don his em-

The Panama canal will present many |
new problems in teaffle regalation, bu!f
the commerce commission is no longed -

i green hand at the business.
blem, just oul of sympathy for him PR— Pl
and admiration for his  good saint The threat to abolish the commeres |
There 18 no ather land In the world court does not cause public lamemia- !

tion: the only anxiety seems to be lest |
the threat be not .:nrrlc-l o,

about which clusters so much of tende
senthment as ¢lings to Ircland.  Ther
Iz no ather country which has produced |
braver men or falrer women. Trishmen |
have fought the wars of other coun-
rtics more successiully
their own. Our own

What though a man talks eloguently
nf hoosting and yet sends his job prints
ing order out of town? 1is words |
;nre as sounding bhrass,

melts from |

than they have
eountry

ODWre

However, when the snow

mueh to the Irlshmen who have borne

arms in ity defense; In every ono o lr,.r the farmers to make a now crop
our wars, Irlshmen have been con- |record

splcuous, M I8 in no moere spirit of T DS TR

While Kaneas i8 fretting about the
snow, she cannot worry about drouglt,
s0 the storm s not without some hlega-
ing.

pleasantry that we don the green today
along with our fellow-citlgens of Irish
ancestry; there I8 a Jeepep significanc .<i
than this; we wear the green because )
we respect the

The only calamity which would fol-

| low the Roosevelt nomination would be
I8; becauge we sympathlze with ”“l'!l}w calamity 1o democratic hopes.

people in the wrongs endured; because | PO

we share with that the hope| The Missoullan class ad works with

Which sprifigs oternal that; you and for you, loyally and effectively,
SO you only glve it a chance,

Justice will be done and Ireland will

come into her own, The Irish have been

people whose emblem it]

people
some day,

Injoyable us i is by itsell, western

good to Amerlca, and, on the other| Montana's weather shows up cven bet-
hand, Amerlea has been good to the|l®F In comparison with otl
Irish. The sinews of war have been| apeoouts should elean house, The

generously furnished from this sigle of
the ocean for the struggle which the

Irish have made. And when that strug- AEEEIPY —
: Hamilton, always great for baseball,
gle wing, as eventually It must, we will|

hlnw\rmmﬁ for the thme the sporting cen-
have a right to share in the eolebra-

ter of the state,
tiom, just as we have the right n|| St i s
The demoeratic advice to republicaus
friends today to wear a knot of green. | )
ends o »Wear i ot of grec I]l Ifie 7 £ia e nelih' MDBABE Hiores gk

{ Troy.

ason should start with sireets, alleyvs
pod yards all eplek and span.

GOOD ROADS—~Dwlinite uction grow

aut of the chivmber of commoerce

The good-roads proposition  calls
-fr:r the good work of all good citizens.
people Jike o man who does
—but they must be rvight things, |

meet -
Ing of laet week, action which may re-
sult in the ecreation of a proper fund
for the construction of u.---l roads b
this county, The

The
thin

proposition to hul:ﬂ t

. : i Woe ara rur Madera, but wa wish
the eounty for road-hull g has not| b would show some pep.

been thoroughly canvassed, but it hos e et

been placed Le a good many of the| St Patrick's day--Bunday—we can
county's taxpayers and i appears to be | 970K "‘r I we must

KIOAER 13 MUDEGVS0: We. (helire Il: There are a good many advantages
would be  the best  Investment the| in not being a king.

county could make at this time. Good) S s

roads will_help the farmer to market! Watch the scattering when the steam

| roller breaks dow

hig crops profitably; will enable i

tlus’ The only thing worse than a lar
pusi-| I8 a talebearer

he |

they

him to get 1o town more cosily;
will place him in touch with the

negs centors, 1

Lo g own benefit;
Tha “DFh'ru—‘Hem[ ins temperature s

will know what Is going on and Wel g gaod asset,

can place his erops upon the market —————

At the most advantageous Ume, Good! Al i.llnllu .‘\l]-"\p(']ld!‘ taday in honor
roads, oo, will attract no IIiI'lJII‘~Il]<‘J’"0r Bt Futrle

able amount of tourist travel to thel Pr. W ,1, -'u-l-\:s:ni:._:;\;'\'l-n will
coundy; there are many attrae tllrw‘lrml enil.

here which make a road tour of I|=l| NS P o o

county pleasant; if that tour Is made Thinle It over today and vate early

Lomarrow,
wogood roads, llll'!f'1

itors, and visitors of

casily practicable !
will be many vi

T v at home are hest,

L

Two stars wi]]. be  added (o the
American flag on July 4. The fleid will |
be composed of even rows for the firat
time since 1866, Although the flags are

already on the market with stars to
represent the stutehood of Arizona and

do they not arrauge them in the form
of p cirele? That would be violating
i precedent as old as the natlon.

You have seen old flags where they
were arranged in that form. But those
are not: offlelal and pever have been
recogniged by the government. Nine-
New Mexleo, these are not recogniged | tenths of the flags which FOU Se¢ Wavs-
by the army or navy. [ing on holidays are wrong. There is

Word hag gone out from Washing- {only one place whers you can be sure
ton that the new arrapgement will bethat the flag {8 correctly arrapged—at
slx rows of elght sture each. No change | the head of 4 regiment,
will e made except In the second énd| ' This Is the first lime since 1890 that
fifth rows, These rows now ' contain | more than one stur has been added at

,hulﬂ!!-ll‘ there will be a great (|]Iln|!l‘|*h."e been preserved and one of these

Truta,” Over in  the interesting
studlo of Artist 1, 8, Paxson the other

day, T watched the progress which his
wonderfully clever hand |s making
with this great pleture. They thome
and the Ihsplration of the worlkd which
the ntrong = brush of Paxdon| 1s
rvolving are found In the earnast Land
persistent endeavor of the Bitter Root
Indians to reach Bt, Louls with a
messige to the Black Robes, asking
them to come across the great moun-
taing and to bring to these peopla the
Message of the Cross, Homoe Inkling
these Indians had Yind of the religion
af the white man und they wanted to
know more of i1; they desired the
truth,

The Paxson pleture shows a  trall
through tae woods, along which are
traveling ; the messengers from the
Bitter Tanot on thelr may to the cast,
where they hoped to deliver to the
Black . Tobes the petition of their
peopde, asking for a priest to tell them
the /Btory of the Living God. 1t {8 an
Impressive weene wiilch Mr, Paxson s
fepicting. It secms to me he has
caught the very spirit of that wone
derful journey. There is the same ox-
pression upon each of the stern faces

=an  expresgion which  tells  the
“arnestness of thelr purpose and the
aim'.erl_ly of the longing which
prompted the journey. As 1 watched
the artist work, the whole story came |
back to me. It I8 a tale which aas|
been told many times, but It 1s a story
ever new and to me jt I8 the most re-
markable chapter In the history of
Montana's earliest days.

Back In  the seventeenth century,
French  misslonaries  had  labored
ameng the Indlans along the Bt

|nﬂW|‘l‘hL‘0 river. Home of thelr names
in the name of Father Ignace Jogues,
whose work had been among the
Canadlan lroquols. This great priest
was successful among this people and
his name was revered by them: he

A priest would be sont as goon as pos-
Wible, Ignace turnod his face westward
and happlly started for ‘the home vals
leys He and the boys reached the
mountalna safely,

There was joy among the FMatheads
which waa succeeded by disappoint-
ment when two years passed and no
Black Robes came. Tipatient, Ignace
offéred agnin to make the jourhey to
8t, Louls. He was jolned by three
Flatheads and one Nes Perce, They
fell in, on the enst wide, with a party
of whites and  with them traveled
safely untll they renched the Houth
Platte in  the Hioux ecountry, where
they were atlacked, The Bioux made
prisoners  of the whites, tadt they
might not interfere in the fight, and
offered Ignace the privilege of a non-
combatant, but the brave Iroquois
chose to cast his lot with his friends
and lined up with them for the fierce
combat which ensued, Thert were 100
of the Sloux, but the rive reds from
the Bitter Root fought desperately and
before they were all killed, there had
been fifteen Bloux sent across the
great divide, Thus perlshed Ignace,
the instrument of Providence who de-
livered to the Flatheads their first
knowledge of the Cross. And thus
failed the fourth expedition.

The news of the death of their
braves finally reached the Bitler Root
Indlans at thelr home. There was
much mourning and the great council
was assembled, The Flatheads were
determined and undlsmayed; In coun-
¢l they resolved to dispateh other
messengers. Two  younger Iroquols
voluntéered—they only could make
themselves  understood among the
whites, These  were  Left-Handed
Peter and Young Ignace. They left
the Bitter Root in the summcr of 1839
and, associating themselves with some
Hudson Bay men, went down the
river In canoes and were successful
in. presenting the case of the Flate
heads to the bishop once more.

Peter and Ignace mude a strong im-
pression at the Jesuit college; they
could speak French and the priests
hung upon their words, Intensely In-

give his life to his cause, but his ex-
ample lingered and It was frofh his
converts  that  the message of the
Gospel ficst came to the Flathead In-
dians in their ancestral home In the
Bitter Root.

8o careful a student of history as|
Father Palladino has been able to flndi
no direct purpose for the emigration,
but it s an established fact that a

band of these St. Lawrence Iroguols
Journeyed westward to the Rocky
mountaing  earlier than 18520. The

leader of this band was Ignace La
Mousse, who 18 known In the history
of the Flatheads as Big lxrlucr‘—-]i||
recognition of his remarkable physical |
prowess—or as Old Ignace—Iin trlhulu|
to bls marked morallty, Theso wan-
dering Iroquols came, in the E{Illl‘si!!
of their journeying, to tae Bitter Root |
valley, where they were hospitably re- |
€eived. The beauty of the valley and
the gentleness of Its people impressed |
Big Ignace and his companlons so fa-
vorably that they made that plaue‘
their journey's end. They married |
there and were adopted Into the tribe, |

It was through the recital of Big
Ignace that the Flatneads first learned
of the Black Robes and of the religion
of the Cross. He taught his new peo=
ple much of the
which the Troquois had known for two |
centuries,
ita rites and its doctrines.
that Ignace taught his new people the
Lord's 1 er;  we  know  that e !
taught them the sign of The Cross |
and others of the practices of the |
church. He found ready listencrs
among the gentle Flatheads, who
learned from him the obsgervance of |
Sunday and whe, under his [nstruction,
placed rude crosses to mark the burlal |
places of thelr dead, !

Nuturally, the Flatiieads wanted to
know more of this wonderrul rflluinul
of the white man; they readily agreed |
with the suggestion of Ignace thoat it
would be good if they could induce the
Black Robes to come and tedeh them. |
They learned from him that in a great
eity, far down the big water, thera
were men of the Black Robes and If

they could reach taese men, there |
would e teachers sent to the valley |
to instruct them, It was a bold une

dertaking—the distance wis great and
the trail was unknown, for the greater
part of Jts length The way led
through the valleys of hostile tribes
and thers were unknown dangers all
along the route,

But the Flaheads were fearless and
they were carnest in thelr desire to
kow - the new rdéllglon, Volunteera
wers found for the misslon and four
Indlans set out for Bt. Louls In 1881,
That these brave seckers for the
truth made the journey succossfully
we  know, for the records at the
cathedral of 8t, Louls show that two
of them, who had been baptlzed as
Narelsso and Paul, died whila waiting
in the great city and were burled
there, The names of thelr companlans
arga not known, nor ig there uny knowls-
cdge of what became of them, They
did not reach their home again and
were probably killed by hostiles on
the back trall, 'T'hey were successful
in finding Explorer Clark, who had
pagsed through their valley years be-
fore, hot there wias nobody who could
tranglate their dialect and they were
unable to make known thelr desires
and the wish of the peopla who had
sedt them. It was years afterward
that the Jesuits became aequainted
with the inlsglon ef these bLrave men

In 1833, Jusula,  keown . as - Little
Chiel, led a party of ¥atheads through
hostlle lands, flghting all toe way, to
Green river in ‘Wyoming, where it had
been rumored missionaries might be
found. This delegation met the Whit-
man party bul was disappointed, the
records say, In not finding the Black
Robes and would not treat with the
Protestant misslonaries. Insuln led
his warrjors back to the Bitter Root,

Late in the summer of 1835, after
the return of Insula, Big Ignace him-
salf offered to take to tne Black Robes
tho meseages of the Flatheads, He
started with the iIntention of geing
back to hlg old home in Canada, but
learning of the easier way to Bt. Louls,
he went there with his boys, He had
a journcy fraught with privation and
danger, but he and the lads escaped
them all wnd, after much suffering,
reached Bt Louls late in the full. His
song were baptized and Ignace pre-

seven stars edch and are spaced be- | g time. At that time stars were added
desl thoss W obRe powk Wi gﬁ,}ﬂ TR L T o

ol .

aented 1o the bikhop the plen of the
{lutheads, Regelving usgurnpcy  Lbat

| and

terested, The Indians told the long
jatory of the quest for the truth which
|the Flatheads had so  bravely and
patiently prosecuted; they told of the
other expeditions and of the disap-
| pointment of the Indians that no
priest had come to them., They won
their cause, The promise wuas given
that a pricet would be sent in the
spring. It was arranged that Peter
should return at omce to his people
with the good news, while Ignace
should wait to gulde tne priest who
would be sent in the spring.

The priest who volunteered for the
work among the Flatheads was Peter
Dn Hmet, whose name Is now revered
in Montana., It was first proposed to
gend two priests, but it was found
that the funds were insufficlent and
the young Jesult bravely set forth
alone, April 5, 1840, Father De 8met
Ignace started for DMontana's
mountafns, At almost that same date
| Left-Handed Peter arrived at the
camp of the Flatheads on Eight Mile
creck in the Bitter Root, with tne
news that a Black Robe was coming.
He had made the Jjourney from Bt
Louis in safety and his people re-
celved him with great joy. Recelving
his information, the Flatheads decidod

Rehe, and ten picked warriors were

and explained something of Id' talled to go forward, while the tribe |

reception of the wman of God.

Father De Smet and Ignace traveled |
sul‘r!y in company with a fur-trading |
party as far as Green river, where
taey found the ten Flathead warriors
"walting - for them. At once, the|
young priest bade farewell I.rr his
1ra l.'llru] companions and, joining his!
nef friends, prepared for the journey |
to r.h-- shining mountaing. The day |
was Bunday, July 6, when Father De
Bmet was greeted by the Flatheads,
Thefe was, of course, no trayv eling that
| day, but the priest lheld a service bLe-
fore n n.nilu congregation of Indians,
hunters and frelghters, An altar was
erected upon a kooll and was covered
with bougas and flowers, Before this
Father De S8met sald mass,

The neit morning  the northward
mareh wag begun, Up the Green river
valley into the lava regilon in Idaho,
through parrow defiles and over the
secondary divide to the headwaters of
the Spnake river, Young Ignace led the
priest and there in the vallpy that is
called Plerre Hole, Father De Smet
was amazed to find the main body of
the Flatheads, who had traveled 300
miles to meet him.  Detached bands
of Nex Perces, Kuallspells and Pend
d'0Orellles had Joined the Flatheads
with the result that there were mora
than 1,500 Indiang in the great camp
upon which the travelers came all un-
expectedly,

Father De Smet was deeply stirred
by hila reception. His entrance into
the camp was a trivumphal ovation.
Men, women and ehildren were dem-
snstrative in thelr weleome, It was
the hour for which the tribe had
walted for many years; it was the
min whom they had  yearned for
nearly o generation, the Black Robe,
All gought to touch his hand and he

wad led In triumph to the tepee of the
chief, whose formal welcome was
atately and royal In sta diguity. 'The

chlef, Big Face, offered to resign his
temporal authority to the Black Robe
whose coming. had been so earnestly
desired and whose arrival was go Bin-
cerely weleome,

Embarrassed, the young priest ex-
plained the purpose of his misgion—
Ae had eome to teach, not to rTule,
‘There was a brief conference, at which
hours were appointed for services,
when the Indlans should essemble for
prayera and instruection. One of the
chiefs, who had heard from Big Ig-
nace the story of the manner of wor-
ship, presented the priest with a little
bell, with which to summoen to prayer,
end was overjoyed when the gift was
acoepted,

That evening the bell tinkled its call
and before the lodge of the priest
thers gathered nearly two thousand
Indians to recite prayers in common,
The prayer cvoncluded, the Indinns—
to the complete surprise of the priest
—burst forth in & hymn of praise of
their dwn composition.  ‘'Triumphant
It rang, the song of pralse of these
thanktul children of nature, and the
priest  wasg . completely  captivated,

8o came the Gospel to the Flutheads,
Thue did théy recelve the Black Robe

whe hugd bravely come forla te deljver{ .

to them the Marvelous Message, Long
bad these simple  c¢hildren of the
wilderness walted, for the day; de-
voutly had they hoped for the new
lHght which now llumined the dark-
nesa In which they had groped so
patiently and so hopefully. For this
day they had faced death and danger,
unflinehingly; for this they had risked
| the lives of thelr bravest young men;
| for this thelr good and brave friend,
Blg Ignace, had sacrifleed hin 1lfe. 1t
was the supreme hour and they were
filled with aappiness,

Camp wns soon moved up to what
we now call Henry's lake. After a so-
Journ of o few days at the lake, the
Indians moved agaln and thelr next
stop was on  the Teaverhead river,
where—near the mouth of the Big Hole
basin-—was held the first formal re-
liglous gervice in Montuna, There was
another camp in the Big Hole and then
. change over the mountains to a
point near the Three Forks of the Mis-
souri, All this time Father De Smet
carried on his work of instruction;
they were busy, happy days for him,

Until August 27, when nhe parted
with the main body of the tribe In
the Gallatin valley, Father De Bmet
remained constantly with the Flat-
heads. Bidding them goodbye, he
started back to 8t Louls through the
Yellowstone country, to prepare for his
return to llve permanently with the
Indlans. Through the hostlle buffalo
country he Journeyed, recelving
homage from the Blackfeet, and he
reached Bt. Louls late in December.
His report was received with | en=
thusinsm and he kindled amongst alt
his associates a desire to join him in
the work that was planned that winter,

In the spring of 1841, Father De Bmet
started back to the mountains, With
him were two zealous young priests,
Father Mengarini and Father Point,
Three lay brothers accompanicd the
priest, Joseph' Bpecht, Charles Huet
and Willlam Clacssens, all earnest for
the work ahead. They had as guide a
squawman named John Gray; their
drivers were two Canadians and an
Irishman. Thelr outfit consisted of
saddle horses, pack antmals and four
varts and one wagon, drawn by oxen.
These were the first wheeled vehicles
to.be brought to Montana,

The journey waa without untoward
incident and ten lodges of Ilatheads
were found at the rendezvous which
had been agreed upon in the Wind
river country, In the party which met
the priests were friends of Father De
Smet. Gabriel Prudhomme, an adopted:
halfbreed who lhad been the priest’s
Interpreter the year before; Charles
and Francis, the sons of Big Ignace
who had been baptized in 8t Louls;
Young Ignace, who had been the
father's gulde on the first trip; Simon,
the oldest man in the tribe, whom
Futher De Bmet had baptized the year
previous. These were the [irst to
greet the party,

The Flathrade were on thelr anoual-
hunting trip; frem  the main ecamp
fresh horses were  obtained  for the
misslonary party and their provisions
were replenished, It was decided that
the Indiang should finish their hunt
and that they should meet the priesis
in their home valley at its conclusjon.
1t was August 30 when Father Do Emet

Catholie religlon, [to send a party to meet the Black | reached the main camp of the hunters

{and the reunlon w
While the

a8 joyous,
Indians hunted,

the mis-

1t Is gald |\\uu11l follow and make camp for “‘“Inlunarin journeyed slowly, coming up

the Beaverhead, over the low divide
'n.ntl into the Deer Lodge valley, The
i route lay down the Hell Fate canyon to
where Missoula now stands and thence
fup the Bitter Root valley to a point
near the present site of Btevensville.
The journey's end was reached Bep-
| tember 24,
|  Father De Smet named the place 8t
| | Mary's and this was the name bestowed
ju|:|r)n the mission which was formally
estahlished the following month, when
the Flutheads had returned from their
hunt. Here wag the flrst white set-
tlement  in Montana; here was the
first permanent  human  habitation
builded in this great state. And the
first settlers were men of God,  Few
commonwealths have had  such  an
| #uspleous beglnning.

On the first Bunday in October, 1841,
St Mury's mlgslon wag formally Innug-
urated. A large cross of logs had been
prepared by the fathers and the lay
brothers and this was raised In the
center of the beautiful valley which was
the ancestral home of the Indians
whose persunsion had led the priegts
there, With the ralsing of the eross,
the foundations were ladd ror the mis-
sion bulldings. There was an exul-
tant religlous servigce, in which priests.
and people joinad with equal fervor,
Above, the snowclad peak of St Mary's
polnted heavenward; the blue sky was
the dome of the cathedral in which
this mass was sung and that mountain
%rund was the pinnacle of the spire.
Never was there more Inspiring set-
tng for scene llke thiw. It was the
dawn of clvillzation In this region and
the Cross was in the vanguard of the
vast procession which was to follow in
the peopling of this land.

It js casy to Imagine the costaey
which thrilled the souls of those fer-
vent young priests. In all Montana
there 18 no other spot which I like
more to visit than the place where St
Mary's migslon stands. Buch w visit
i# an insplration, The placo is hal-
lowed by wonderful memories. The
simple mission has become hemmed in,
now, by the busy workaday world, but
it Is yet there with Ite message of
peace and righteousness, and the blue
sky arches as glorlously above ag it

i

did upon that falr October duy, the
fields stretch away as beautiful as
they were then; the wonderful river

flows ag blue and clear ag then; the
peak of 8t Mary's points ever heaven-
ward as faithfully as it 4ld of yore
And, hallowing and sanctifying all, is
the memory of the good men who a#-
tablished the misslon, who first blazea
the trail o Montane—and of the gaod
‘men who came after, especlally thab
good man Father Anthony Ravalll
whose life closed amid these loved
scence and whose last resting place s
marked by the slmple shaft of white
marble which rses back of the Jittle
chapel which he builded, In which he.
labored for the good of mankind and
within whose walle  he finally fay
down and paseed into his long slesp,
It 18 hallowed ground. —A L 8,
Misgoyla, March 16, 1043,
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